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Patrice Lumumba: The assas- 
inated first Prime Minister of the 
Congo has long been a subject of 
'violent controversy. To many 
Westerners he was an incompetent 
dupe; to most Africans, a heroic 
martyr. Now — Lumumba speaks 
for himself. 

Lumumba Speaks is a brilliant 
collection of the African leader's 
spoeches, letters, and essays from 
19S8 to his death in 1961. During 
. , this period, Lumumba's powers as 
a speaker became famous; he 
clod friend and foe alike with 
ability to create electrifying 
leochos at a moment’s notice, 
trough his words, arranged chro; 
igically and with commentary 
Joan Van Lierde, a dramatic 
Itory of the Congo unfolds, a 
tulont record of the desperate | 
igglo for oconomlc and politic 
lepondonco against the mi- 
inntlons of business interests 
tho plottings of Lumumba's 
dppononts. 

Lumumba Spoaks demonstrate] 
astonishing diversity of tone, 
speaks soothingly to a white 
lionco in Brussels; with benigi 
infidenco to a Pan-African 
cbnference in Accra about the 
inevitability of success; with 
passion to his people in the small 
towns whilo campaigning for ind< 
pendonce; with righteous indigni 
tion to the King of Belgium at the 
independence ceremonies in June 
of 1960; with icy correctness to 
Dag Hammarskjtild, a man who 
Lumumba folt had failed him 
utterly; with sternness to a terrifl 
Chambor of Doputies to rally thoi 
once more even as his governmei 
is collapsing; with cheerful 


resignation and dignity to his wife 
from prison while awaiting death. 

In all these greatly different cir¬ 
cumstances, Lumumba never betrays 
his vision of a unified Congo and 
Africa nor lowers the lofty heights 
he believed men could attain. 

Accompanied by an extremely 
perceptive introduction by Jean- 
Paul Sartre that analyzes the 
background of Lumumba's rise to 
power and the elements that led 
to his downfall, this Is a powerful 
portrait of a singular leader. 

• • • 

•The time for drawing up plans 
is now past. Africa today must 
act. The peoples of Africa are 
waiting Impatiently for such action 
to begin. African Unity and Soli¬ 
darity are no longer more dreams; 
we must now embody them In 
concrete decisions. 

"With one mind, one will, and 
one heart, we will soon mako 
Africa, our Africa, a really free 
and independent continent. 

"Long live African Independence 
and unity! 

••Forward, Africans, to total 
liberation!" 

— Patrice Lumumba, August 25, 
1960, Leopoldville 
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PIIMTID IN YHI UNITED ITATtt OJ AM2AICA 


We luxe brought together in this volume almost all of the impor¬ 
tant speeches and lectures delixered by Patrice Lumumba between 
December 195S and his death in January 1961. 

We luxe left these texts m chronological order so as to shoxv the 
reader mote dearly the extremely rapid political evolution of one 
country, the former Belgian Congo, which passed from domination 
by a colonialist regime to independence in . period of less than 
four yean. 

Ibis anthology ot texts by Patrice Lumumba sheds clear light on 
the history of that decolonization; we Ik. 11 the xukc of .1 man xvho, 
from the xxty beginning of Congolese political life, was miqucstion 
ably its most outstanding spokesman. 

We shall not trace lire story of Ins life; other* have already en¬ 
deavored to do SO. We have intentionally chosen to present only his 
spoken xxords and certain documents representing the stands he 
took as political events unfolded. We have provided brief explanatory 
passages that will enable the reader to si- the particular circum¬ 
stances undci wInc h his remarks were made. I or the detailed history 
of the fads themselves, special xxorks must lie consulted, the five 
xolumes entitled Congo 1959. Congo i960, and Congo 1961. foi 
instance, published by the Centre de Recherche ct d’Information 
Socio-Poliliques in Brussels. 

We thank the center for having assembled the gicat majority 
of these documents and for basing passed on to us the texts of 
recorded speeches not previously published. 
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Patrice Lumumba was bom on July 3 , 193;. in Oiuhu, m Ihc 
KalakoKombe District of Sankuiu, Kasai. Ik belonged to the 
Oletela Tribe. A third-class clerk in the District Revenue Office of 
the Postal Service, lie began in 1951 to write for sue., periodicih as 
L.r Croix </« Congo and La Voix du Congolais, to direct cultural 
clubs and groups, and to collaborate with researches conducting 
scientific studies. Active first in the Ccrclc Liberal and later in In 
Association du Personnel Indigene dc la Colonic (the labor move¬ 
ment of Congolese government emplojces), in October 195b he was 
One of the founders of the Mouvement National Congolais MNC. 
the Congolese National Moyt enl the first great mpraethnk 
party in the Congo. At this time tl* only other parts was the Abako, 
led by Joseph Kauvubu, whkli brought Ihc B.ikongos togctlx: on 
an ethnic basis in the province of U-opoldvillc. 

December 195H was the first date of major political impoitancc 
in the Congo, for a- this time l.uimimha, Diomi. and N$)luh took 
part in the Accra Conference I here then followed the uprising *>• 
January 4, 1959, and the dazzling beginnings of Ihc campaign to 
politicalize the country, whirli soon spread from oik end ot the 
Congo to the other and eventually won it its independence on June 
30, i960. Then a Nth ol . • tn d, beginning on July 7 

with the rebellion of the Force Publiquc and the severing of 
diplomatic relation* with Belgium, which >rocbimed an “ag¬ 
gressor." 

Amid this unbelievable turmoil, Lumumba piovcd fo lx. a mote 
passionate orator than ever. 'Ihc litter half of this volume traces 
the events of this pcrisxl of great unrest tlut was to end in his tragic 
death. 

Lumumba was murdered in Katanga on January i~. 1961. 

Jean Van Linux: 
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The Undertaking 


Lumumba. 1-anon: these two great dead men represent Africa. 
Not only thdi nations: their entire continent. As wt read their 
writings, as we decipher then Uvea, they ought appear t>> h ue heen 
two ral«d enemies. Fa non, bom in Martinique, the great-grandson 
of a slave, takes his leave of his native country at a time when it has 
not yet become aware of tin Antillean personality and its urgent 
needs. He makes the cause of Algerian icvolt hit own and fights as 
a black alongside white Moslems, Swept along with them into a ter 
nblc and necessaiy w;>r. Ik adopts the radicalism of his new broth 
ns, liecomes tlie theoretician of revolutionary violence, and stresses 
in liis writings Africa’s need to embrace socialism: without igiarian 
reform and the luiioiuh/atum of colonial companies, independence 
it an empty word. Lumumba, the victim of Belgian paternalism — 
if tin -| I. no native nil* there is no tumble —is not II CUltOIOd i 
man as Futoo, despite hi* cnotiiions inlcT.inuKc On the otlici 
hand, lie would seem on first reflection to have an advantage ovci 
him, m that Ins efforts to emancipate his black brothers and his 
homeland aic looted in native soil. He repeats a thousand times over 
that the movement that lie has organized and become the unques¬ 
tioned leadci nf is nonviolent, and despite certain provocative- BCti Or 
certain local initiatives that he consistently disapproves of, the Con¬ 
golese National Movement wins power through nonviolence. As for 
tire problems of structure, Lumumba dearly outlined his position 
when he spoke before the Presence Africainc gioup: "We have been 
left no choice economically." By this lie meant that political ques¬ 
tions — independence, federalism — eainc first, that political dccol- 
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onization had first to be successfully earned out in Older to create 
the instruments lor economic and social decolonization. 

But far from quarreling with each other, these two men knew and 
loved each other. Fanon often spoke to me of Lumumba; though hr 
was immediately on the alert when an African political party proved 
to tx vague about reforming structures or reluctant to do so. he 
never reproached his Congolese friend for having been the straw 
man of colonialism, if only involuntarily. Quite the contrary : he re¬ 
garded him as the stubborn adversary of any and every attempt on 
the pait of a disguised imperialism to gain a new foothold. Ilu one 
thing ho <hided him for — am 1 -> cn,k a ,c 

pioach it wM —was his unshakable trust in Im fellow man, which 
was at once his grandeur and his undoing. "He was shown proof that 
one of his ministers was betraying him." Fanon told me "He wujht 

In.. showed him the dor. ... m .ml reports, and said to him: 

'Are von a traitoi ’ 1 ook me in the eye and answer m< When n* 
man denied that he was and looked him straight m the eye. U 
minnba finally said: All right. I believe you But th is mime o k 
kindhearted ness. which Europeans. c-aUed n.mn 
oil Hilt cccdlion to L m ate thing : in andI of ••'elf. he wai 

pKud "i n. ■ n ig in it a basic trait of Afm.m 
than wl.o preached"vWencesa /3 to me: "W, bbcb arc good m 
we have a horror of cruelty. For a long time it seemed to me tlat 
Africans would not fight among themselves Unfortunately Wick 
blood is flowing, blacks arc causing it *0 tow.mi it will continue to 
do so lor .1 tong time Hie whites are pulling on*, bat their teams 
plices arc still in our midst, and have been armed by them, the last 
li.itlie of the colonial victim against the colonial master is oftentimes 
going to be a battle between the victims themselves I am quite 
aware that Fanon the doctrinaire saw in violence the mcscapiblc 
fate of a world fighting to free itself, but Fanon tlie man. deep 
down, hated it. The differences of opinion and the friendship of 
these two men are an index of both tlie contradictions that are rav¬ 
aging Africa and the common need to transcend them through Pan 
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African unity. And each of these two men, looking deep within him¬ 
self. discovered both these agonizing problems and the will to solve 
them. 

Everything still remains lu lie said about Fanon. Lumumba was 
better known; nonetheless lie has kept many a secret to himself. No 
one las really tned to discover the causes of his failure or why the 
great capitalists and the hanks so pitilessly fought a government 
whose leader stated repeatedly that he would neither touch invested 
capital nor seek investments from other sources. T liis is the purpose 
that reading these speeches will serve: they will enable us to under¬ 
stand why. even though his economic program was .1 very moderate 
one, tlie leader of the Congolese National Movement was regarded 
as a brother-in arms by Fanon the revolutionary and .1 mortal enemy 
by- the Societc Gcncralc. 

lie las been accuses! of playing .1 double and even a triple game. 
W hen lie addressed an audience made up only of Congolese, be¬ 
spoke With rite gicatest pas'ion. if he- - IW- tint t.:ni win whiles in 
the audience, hr mas te r ed lu> emOtiOM and cleverly blew both hot 
and cold; in Brussels, speaking to Belgian audiences, lie wns prudent 
and deliberately charming, and his fust concern was to reassure his 
listeners. Doubtless the same can also Ik s lid of all great orators: 
they size up their audience very quickly and know just how fat they 
can go. Ihc reader will also see that though the style of his speeches 
varies from one to the other, the content always remains the same. 
Doubtless Lumumba changed: tlie political opinions of the young 
author of It tht Congo, the La nd of the Future. T hreatened?, writ¬ 
ten in 1956. arc not those of the mature young man who founds the 
Congolese National Movement. He may have dreamed for a mo¬ 
ment of a Belgian Congolese community, fox reasons that we are 
about to discover. But after October 10. 1958. his mind is made up 
and his opinion a matter of public record; from that time 011 his 
views never change, and independence liecomes his one aim. 

What vanes most, depending on what sort of audience he is ad¬ 
dressing. is his view of Belgian colonization. He often emphasizes 
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its positive features — so complacently that at times we almost 
think it is a colonialist speaking: developing the resources of the 
soil and the subsoil, the work of educating the people being earned 
on by the missions, medical assistance, public health, and so on. 
Once he even goes so far as to flunk Leopold I I s troop> foi basing 
delivered the Congolese from the "savage Arabs” who sold blacks 
into slavery! In such cases, he skips lightly over the cruel evploita 
lion, the forced labor, the expropriation of blacks’ property, tlie im 
position of alien cultural patterns, the deliberate perpetuation of il 
literacy, tin bloody repressions, the racism of the colonialists: be i, 
content merely lo deplore tin abuses of certain administrator! or 
o ucure little white colonists. But at other times rise tone clungo. 
a in the recorded speech he made on October 18. 1959. ami even 
more important, on |une 196=. in his famous reply to King Bau 
douiii. “The fate we endured C01 eighty yea rs under a rolonahst re 
ginjS_. ! . out wounds no - still >90 fresh and too tMuilul iom>Jo 
hr able til erase them from 011 1 memory Is this the same man 
speaking? Of course it is. Is he lying? Of course he il I '»< But H Ik 
puts before bis listeners first one and then the other of these two di¬ 
ametrically op|»sed conceptions of the "coloniring' mission of Bel 
gium, it is became they coexist within him ami arc cvidcnct of the 
profound contradiction existing within what we are forced to call 
In, :lass, Ciiloiii.il lion, despite iU«lf, brought MW institu 

lions til tin (>111/0 In plain, everyday language. in the 19^0*. 78 
11I nf (he population were COUftMltof, peasants ruled by chief 
tains and plagued by tribal quarrels, as against as percent who were 
•xfrd-COUfuniiw, former peasants now living for the most part in 
cities. The administration did its utmost to keep the population ig 
norant, but it could not prevent this exodus from the countrywide 
nor the swelling of the urban population nor proletary lion not a 
certain difference in social status, resulting from the needs of the 
colonial economy, among the extra coutumiers. a Congolese petty 
bourgeoisie made up of wage earners, minor civil servants, and 
tradesmen was being created, This very small “elite ' — 150,000 peo- 
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pie out of 14 million — was at loggeiheads both with the rural pco 
pic, wfio were still clinging to their traditions and rivalries, under 
the thumb of tnbal chieftains who had sold out to the administra¬ 
tion, and with the workers, who were sometimes inclined to vio¬ 
lence but had no real revolutionary organization, and therefore had 
a class consciousness that was still in an embryonic stage. The posi¬ 
tion of the black "pettv bourgeoisie” was very ambiguous in the be¬ 
ginning. because ivcn though it was pcrsuadixl that it was profiting 
from colonization, this profit enabled il at the same time to measure 
the iniquity of the system. As a matter of fact, its members - who 
were very young for the most part, since tins class was a tecent prod¬ 
uct of cokim.il evolution were recruited hv large companies or the 
administration, for as yet tlierc was no one thirty yea is old who had 
been bora a petty bourgeois. 

Ijimumha'i father was a Catholic peasant; when his son was six, 
Ik- took him W ith him to work in the fields. Il was the IV.ssiomsI I a 
livers who duidixl tli.it the little boy should go to school; later, 
when Patrice was thirteen. Protestant missionaries stole him out 
from under the Reverend Fathers’ noses. ’Use 1 k>v Olid his father 
seem to lust played no pail in all this. I mile Lumumba did not ap¬ 
prove when Im son fell into the hand* of the Swedish mission at the 
age of thirteen. I*it wImI could In do? Hverything was decided with¬ 
out father or -on having anything to say about it: tile "Reverend 
Father ted t" mak t him •* catediiit, and the more practical 
minded Swedes wanted to teach him a trade that would enable him 
to get out of the peasant class and work for a wage and live on his 
own little plot of ground in one of the little villages that the whites 
had set up. as a helper ol the white colonials. Patrice Spent his child¬ 
hood m the bush; we know liow miserably poor the black peasants 
were, had these religious organizations not taken him in hand, this 
poverty would hive been bis lot, lus only outlook on life Did he re¬ 
alize from the stait llvat the missions were- recruiting agents for the 
colonial system? Probably not. Did lie see that the conditions of 
rural life were, directly or indirectly, the product ol colonial exploita- 
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rion? Probably he did not realize ibis either: around the time he- was 
bom, the government had begun to weigh the disadvantages of too 
obvious constraints and forced Libor. It began attempting to interest 
the peasant in production, and encouraged individual ownership of 
land. Patrice considered the poverty-stricken self-sufficiency of his 
father in the lonely Congolese- countryside as a slate of nature: far 
from being the ones who were responsible for this, the whites were 
the nice men who were going to help get him out of it. AiouikI this 
time, rather strange ideas about Ins situation must have bc-n put 
into his head: wotshiping Christ was the fee young Congolese paid 
the churches that taught them to read, 'Use Fathers gave him a 
fierce urge to discover the causes of Ins misery, jikI at the Mine time 
the desire to resign himself to it. I le noted this contradiction later in 
;i poem: 

To make you forget you were a mm 
They Might sou to ring Corfi praise* 

And all thru hymns, Kiting your rotary |o rhythm. 

Made you hope for a heller world 

But in your heart as a human being, all you asked tor 

Was your right to five and your shall of hopfnneu 

Religion makes you grovel as it emancipates you. And tlicn it of¬ 
fers you salvation: the better world it holds out to you is a 'him. hut 
the religious authorities must necessarily leash that it can be en¬ 
tered through yum merits regardless of the color of you: skin. No 
matter how hard many men of the cloth try to hide the fact, lire 
egalitarianism of the Gospel work' as a destructive agent in the col 
onies. It has an effect not only on the children in catechism classes 
but on the missionary himself sometimes: whether out of a desire to 
forestall a Metropolitan Socialist party congress o: out of COO vie 
lion, or for both reasons together, in 1956 the missionaries of Sclieut 
indorsed the manifesto of II co, a thirty-seven year-old sbofue* who 
was calling for the eventual independence of the Congo. W hen at 

’ Kvc.W: an “educated native" who Las "$ottcn ronewtttce." (Tntsbtoc’s 
note.) 
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the age of eighteen Patrice left the bush for Kindu. where the Syinaf 
Company hired him as a file clerk, the event was at once part of the 
general trend toward an exodus from the countryside and a capital 
stage in one young man’s growing self-awareness. A young peasant 
who lias read Roussi.ru and Victor Hugo suddenly encounters the 
city; his standard of living is radically changed: lie once went to 
school in a loincloth and now he goo to work in a suit; he once 
lived m a hut and now lie lives in a house and earns enough money 
t o bus Pauline, his Mutntda fiancee, bring her to the city, and 
niam Ter. He w«iks feverishly. Hie whites express surprise it his 
zeal, the Congolese, they claim, arc usually la/y But these dull 
wilted colonists do not understand that the notorious laziness of 
tile natives." a myth tint is perpetuated in ill colonics, is a form of 
sabotage; and the passive resistance of a peasant, the wily stratagem 
ol a nan who is bdng badly ex loired Patrice's fetvor, on-the con 
tciiy, for a time places him in the category of those whom lie will 
later call "collaborators.'' This son of a peasant is now an dvoluA — 
he applies foi an 'hnmatikuUtio ( rtificatc" and has great diffi 
cutty obtaining it there ate only »go blacks in the entire country 
• u ■ iiiiiiutiRiil.u.l.' He cssntuallx ion: it. th.inks to tin 
intervention of whites Hiis means that Ik 6rrl» on them; lie lias be 
conn aware nl hrv importance, that of the young "elite' being cre¬ 
ated all over the awnlry. tin evuluiS aie forming a social stratum 
tint is slowly becoming broader and broader and is an indispensable 
aid to the lug companies and the colonial administration. A black, 
Patties I timumba takes greatest pride in lus |ob, the education he 
has rcetiscd, the boob lie has read, the vague respect shown him by 
the whiles around him. It was this extraordinary yet common meta¬ 
morphosis that he was thinking of when later he spukc of the bene¬ 
fits of colonization. 

But his growing awareness is ambivalent and contradicloiv: at 
the same tune tliat he is enjoying coming up in the world and bask¬ 
ing in the esteem and good will of his bosses, he knows that at 
twenty he has already gone as far as he can go. He is higher up on 
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the ladder than any black, but he will always icmain below any 
white. It is possible for him, of course, to cam a better safaiy. to 
become a third class post office employee in Stanleyville after an 
apprenticeship. But what docs that amount to? With the same qual¬ 
ifications and for the same work, a Belgian employee will get double 
his salary; what is more, Lumumba knows tlut after this brilliant 
start, the lure will suddenly turn mto a tortoise- it will take him 
twenty-four years to work his way up to first class, where he will re¬ 
main until lie retires. The European starts off immediately in this 
rank and can liopc to go on from there to tlic veiv highest position' 

It is the same in the Foice Pubhque:* a ‘‘Negro" cannot go beyond 
the rankof sergeant'This b «in the privat i « well. Having 
gotten him up to the level they want him to attain, the whites will 
keep him there his fate is in the hands of otlwis lie lives lm com'.! 
lion in pride and alienation lie catches a glimpse now and again of 
the naked clan struggle tlial «nd his own personal situation: 
at the age of thirty-one lie will wntc " Ihcrc is a ical duel ovu sal 
arm hilvuen employers ami employees.” But sabm.l v-In s art 
no the proletariat Lumrnnba'sdcmandi like those of the anarcho- 
syndicalists at the end of tin last century • stem from his awareness 
of his professional worth, and mil from the mid that in all parts of 
the globe giv es use to the demands of the proletariat and I Ik sub 
proletariat. About this time Ik begins to realm especially oikc h« 
got in Leopoldville that lu has been hoodwinked: hi> .’mt ma¬ 
triculation," so painfully attained, cuts h im flfl "Qi” blacks -utl- 
maki ng him like whites . The “immatriculatcd - native lus no more 
Tight thanThc "nOnevoKed* black to enter the European district of 
the city unless lie works there, he i« as much subject to the curfew 

laws as they arc; when lie goes slwpping. lie meets them at the spe¬ 
cial cashier's window reserved for blacks; at all times, in all places, 
he is the victim, as they arc, of segregationist practices. It must be 
noted tlut racism ami segregation ate a new experience for him: in 

• The Congolese colonial army, which per tamed bo«h mihiary aad pofcce 
functiom. (Translator's note.) 



jfan-paul sartRG 11 

the buili, lie has already experienced poverty and undernourish¬ 
ment, and the truth of colonialism, which is extreme exploitation, 
can br glimpsed tlicic; but there aie few traces of racism, for there 
is little contact between blacks and whites. He may well have been 
taken in bv the soft spoken paternalism of the missionaries; discrimi¬ 
nation. however, is practiced openly in the cities, and constitutes the 
<l.nlv life of the colonized. But the point must be underscored: the 
exhausted, underpaid proletariat suffers much more from lacing badly 
exploited than it docs from the racist discrimination that is the con- 
sequcixe of this exploitation. When on June }o, i960, Lumumba 
denounces the ‘'back breaking work exacted 111 return for wages that 
do not allow us to satisfy our hunger, or to decently clothe or house 
oursclvo. 01 to iaisc our children,” he is speaking for .ill blacks. But 
when he- adds: "We have known that there were magnificent man- 
siorn for whites in the cities and ramshackle straw hovels for blacks, 
tint a black was never allowed into the socallul European movie 
theaters or restaurants or stoics; that .1 black traveled in the hold of 
boats below the feet of the- white in lus dc luxe cabin,” it is the class 
of rSolitfs expressing itself through his voice. And when in 1956 he 
writes that "immatriculation slmnld he considered the last step to 
waul integration," he is defending the interests of a handful of men 
wb*» he I- doing his share to cut off from the nurses by I"' 
words 11k fact is tlut the inter* sts of this e lite, which was created 
out of whole cloth by tlic Belgians, require a greater and grcatu de¬ 
gree of assimilation as time goes b>’: equality of blacks and whiles on 
the labor market, job openings for Africans 011 all levels as long as 
they have the necessary ability to do tlic work. As can lx- seen, he 
docs not call for the Africanization of executive jobs, but their semi- 
Africanization. Should it not have been feared that in such a case 
those blacks allowed to liolrl higher-level jobs would become the ac 
complices of colonial oppression or at least its hostages? Lumurnlw 
is not vet aw-aie of this problem. As a matter of fact, the very same 
vear that Iko demands eventual independence in his manifesto. Pa- 
tnee is still busy mapping out a “Bclgian-Congolcsc community." 



1J INTRODUCTION 


He demands equal lights lor all citizens within this community. But 
lor a long time this equality is to work in favor only of the class of 
dvoluts: "We believe that it may be possible in the relatively near 
future to grant political rights to the Congolese elites and to the 
Belgians of the Congo, in accordance With certain criteria to be es¬ 
tablished by the government." 

However, from this period on, Lumumba is the opposite of those 
whom he will later call “collaborators." I he fact is that lie is cx- 
pcncncing the inner conflict of his class in its most extreme form 
since this class has been created out of whole cloth by the necessi¬ 
ties of colonization, lie knows that the undertakings of Belgian cap¬ 
italism have cut it off from the masses and that its onls future lies 
in the colonial system, at the same time his experience in Hk cities 
has led him to conclude that lie has been definitely shut oH ftom 
tills folUR the colonial.'t' and the government. At the %«i\ mo 

mint he proposes such a “BelgianCongolv'e community.” he no 
longer believes in it: lie has finally caught on to the rigidity of this 
system, which gave him his chance the better to exploit him. No re 
form is conceivable fur the sole reason that colonialism perpetuates 
U«cH through constraint and (h i| when it makes concessions. 
The one solution will be a revolutionary one a complete break, in 
dependence. lido, as we have just seen, hid demanded this before 
Lumumba And Kasavubu too. the I Kid of tlic powerful Abate 
party, Lumumba did not "invent" independence; others showed 
him how necessary it was. If he was nonetheless the promoter and 
the martsi of independence, that was because he wanted it to be 
total find absolute, and events did not allow him to bring this about. 

As a matter of fact, most of the nationalist organizations tlut are 
coming into being at this time are set up within a regional frame 
work: the African Solidarity party is formed in Kwango Kwilu. the 
Center of African Recoupment in Kivu these parties manage — 
with great difficulty — to reconcile the differences between the vari¬ 
ous ethnic groups, but for this very reason it becomes hard for them 
to spread beyond the provinces. Their nationalism — when it exists 
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— is in fact federalism: they dream of a very limited central power 
whose principal function will be to unite provinces that arc autono¬ 
mous. In Leopoldville things go farther still: the numerical superi¬ 
ority of the Bakongos pennits the Abako to be at once a regional and 
an ethnic party To consider only the latter case, two things result 
from this: the Abako is a powerful but archaic movement, at once 
a secret society and a mass party; its principal leaders arc cvolucs, 
'bur they arc not cut off from the people because they have made the 
people’s bask demand then own: immediate independence for the 
I l ower Congo. Kasavubu, the top leader, is an enigmatic, secretive ( 
person, of wliom it can be said both that lie remained in direct con¬ 
tact with his ethnk base despite having been coopted by the gov¬ 
ernment. and that he never had the means or the chance or the will . 
to acquire a dear awareness of his own class a seminarian who was 
not .1 believer and then later .1 schoolteacher, he has ties to the Ba¬ 
kongos tlut arc obscure and messianic; he is their religious leader, 
their ling, the Using proof tint they are the Chorea People. On 1*7 
s.ing fleeted president ol the Congo after independence, lie will sud¬ 
denly find himself Using the most total sort of contradiction his 
offxr icquucs tlut Ik preserve national unity and, most important, 
prevent the secession of Katanga, for it threatens to ruin the Congo; 
and at the same time Iris people demand that lie himself become a 
secessionist and re stoic tlic old Kongo kingdom by wresting certain 
territories away from live French Congo, Incapable of controlling the 
situation, he will waver between an anarchical federalism and a dic¬ 
tatorial centralism luscd on military forex*. Above all, lie will play 
imperialism's game, unconsciously at first anil then very deliberately. 
It is not a ease here of personal psychology, but of an objective fac¬ 
tor; thc_,Miako. which was separatist hv its very naturc f was l u JUUI 
the work of the nationalists for the - h cQ£fit_°i f oreign powers, offer 
in dependence. A t the time, however, when Lumumba was gradu¬ 
ally acquiring a national awareness, before independence, this con 
fused movement, at once obscurantist and revolutionary, had done 
more than any other party to bring the Congo its freedom. As early 
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as 1956, it answered life’s manifesto and Lumumba's reflections on 
"community" by demanding immediate independence and the tia 
tionalisation of the big companies. It led people to believe that it 
had a revolutionary socialist program, or at the vets least that the 
demands coming from its base reached the top. but as later events 
proved, this was not at all the case The A boko was merely trying to 
go every other party one better: it had found it necessars to be the 
most radical pity. And in truth it was just that, by the very fact that 
the Bakongns represented 50 percent of the black population in Leo¬ 
poldville and provided the city’s unskilled labor. They were disci¬ 
plined and could be mobilised at any moment when w«rd was se¬ 
cretly passed to them: this were the ones who went out on strike, 
who waged disobedience campaigns; if their leaders told them not 
to vote, not a one of them went anywhere near the polls. They were 
also the ones responsible for the uprisings in |anuarv 19though 
there n now no way of knowing whether they noted because of strict 
orders to do so or despite definite Orders not to do so. I Ik oolutt 
had no power over the man exes pt in the !■ oftt then 
number and their way of life did not allow them to proceed to act 
directly. The fact must be recognized that they played a role of lit- 
tie importance in the events of January 1959 It was nulls the ceo 
nomlc crisis —■ the colonial recession, which severely affected the 
mother country, and the agitation of the prolctariml masses, whose 
standard of living declined appreciably - together with the clumsy 
maneuvers of the administration, that made the gosetninent in Bel 
gium suddenly give the Congo its independence, that k replace a 
colonial regime with a ncocolorii.il regime —with the approval of 
the big companies. 

Lumumba was not responsible for the Congolese revolution, his 
position as an evolue. cut off from Uk urban proletariat and even 
more isolated from the countryside, prevented him from having re¬ 
course to violence. His resolve to he ‘nonviolent,’ which he kept 
till the very day lie died, stemmed much more from a clear sighted 
recognition of his limited power than from an article of faith or a 
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trait of character. Freni 1956 on he is the idol of the crowd in Stan¬ 
leyville. But an idol is not a leader, as is N’Krumall. whom he ad¬ 
mires and still less a sorcerer, as i« Kasavubu, who worries him. He 
knows this: he knows that lie can sway an audience, thanks to his 
gift that enables him to ‘peak anywhere to anybody and thanks to 
the education he has received from the Belgians and is now using 
as a weapon against them; but more Ilian a way with words is re¬ 
quired to make men attack machine guns bare-handed. Yet it is he 
who will seize upon revolution as it passes by, mark it with his sea), 
give it direction Why? Because his situation as an assimilated na¬ 
tive and the nature of Im work enable him to attain universality, He 
has personal knowledge of what life is like in the bush, in little ur¬ 
ban settlements, in large provincial cities and the capital; lie escaped 
from provincialism forever at the age of eighteen. Ilis reading and 
his Christian education have given him an image of man that is still 
abstract but free of racism we arc struck by the fact that in his 
speeches he explains the situation in the Congo by constant refer 
c:kcv to the French Revolution, to Holland's struggle against the 
Spaniards And naturally, there is .1 sort of «l homincm Argument in 
these allusions: how can you whites prevent blacks from doing ex 
actly what you lusc done? But aside from these polemical inten¬ 
tions, lie also speak' of a basic humanism that latino! help but he 
the ideology of the trebles, it is in the name of homo ftiber, in fact, 
that they dtnund equal opportunities for Belgians and Congolese 
111 the labor market. This uniscrsal concept immediately places Lu¬ 
mumba above ethnic group-, jnd tribalism: it enables this wanderer 
to profit from his travels and get to the bottom of local problems by 
looking at them from a universal point of view . It is this perspective 
that allow? him to grasp —above and beyond the diversity of cus 
toms, the rivalries, and the discord — the unity of needs, interests, 
sufferings. The administration raised him above the common level: 
there is no doubt that this isolated him, but it also permitted him 
to understand the overall situation ul the Congolese. From this 
point on, no matter what sort of audience lie is addressing, he 
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constantly speaks of the unity of his country: what divides his coun 
trymcn arc the vestiges of a precolonial past that is carefully perpet 
uated by the administration; what unites them, in a negative way at 
this point, is a certain common misfortune, which is deeper than 
tradition ami custom because the overwork and undernourishment 
they suffer from affect the very wcllsprings of their live. In short, it 
is Belgian colonization that is creating a Congolese nation through 
pcipctual and omnipresent aggression. 

This is at once true and false. Colonization does unify the coto 
nized, but it divides them at least as much not only through caku 
kited effort and Machiavellianism - that would be nothing —but 
also through the division of labor that it mti.xl.Kcs and the social 
distinctions that it creates and stratifies. In the cities socsoprofes 
sion.il tics tend to be more important than tribal lies, but looked at 
more closely, diflcrciiccs created by one’s job. one s standard ol 
]j ■. and onu’l uhicational level arc fustmany ad< « OH 

lop of the ethnic division* in the black si ' • " ' ,,v " 

arc the conflicts dividing those who first came to the cities and those 
urbanized a! a later date. The proletariat in the countryside is not 
that of the cities, and above all the peasants, under the thumb of 
chieftains who arc conservative ami who have usually sold out to the 
Europeans, arc not taken into account by csolucs. But the emerging 
petty bourgeoisie must nrceswrily commit tlic same error as the 
French bourgeoisie at the time of the revolution. Confronted with 
an unorganized proletariat whose demands arc vague, and with a 
peasantry from which it has emerged and whose aspirations it thinks 
it is well aware of, if takes itself to be the universal (hut. The only 
differentiation it is willing to take into account is not an economic 
one: the members of the new elite define themselves. as the cokmrai 
administration hopes they will, by the amount of education they 
have had; the culture they have acquired is their pride and their most 
intimate substance: the best of them believe it their absolute duty 
to lead their illiterate brothers out of the countryside and the bush 
and guide them toward autonomy or independence. I would say that 
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this illusion is inevitable: how could Lumumba — who went to the 
Reverend Fathers' " school in a loincloth and was loyal to Ins peas- 
anr attachments till the day he died — really consider himself to he 
the representative of a new class? If he had a better life now, it was 
because he had earned it. That despicable and very cleverly chosen 
colonialist woid for educated names — csolucs, those who have 
evolved —hides the truth a small stratum of privileged blacks 
tales itself to fce the advance wing of the colonized. Kvervthing con¬ 
spires to delude Lumumba: in August iq;6 the demands of the 
evolucs at the general congicss of the Association of Native Per¬ 
sonnel of the Colony receive the unanimous support of the delegates. 
He sec. in this accord of the masses and the elite a sign of the pro¬ 
found unity of the Congolese In the light of subsequent events, we 
know today that the mutual harmony was abstract. The native 
masses arc proud of their cvoltiev, who prove to everyone that a black 
can equal or surpass a white if given the chance, they support the de¬ 
mands of the privileged elite —by their words in particular and by 
their applause — bc\ aim- they take them to represent a radical stand 
of the exploited in the face of then employers, rinse demands a ic¬ 
on example and a symbol, and once they have been made, the dele 
gate, can foresee a ndkalizitiou r I the demands ol common la 
borer- But when circumstances finally bring about this iadiculi/.a 
lion, tlic alliance between the masses and the petty bourgeoisie is 
immediately shattered as a result 

Lumumba was mistaken in this regard, but the inevitable error on 
his part lud positive results: in a word, he was right to commit it, 
from the point of view <>f hivtmv Thil BlisUltt .illmvnl him to 
preach forcefully tin.* message that unity alone would bring the 
Congo its independence I hat formula, which he so often repeated, 
is perfectly concct. moreover, if one proviso is added: the movement 
for unitv must come from the base and wash over the country like a 
flood tide Unfortunately for the Congo, the social divisions, the 
timid nature of the demands made, the absence of a revolutionary 
apparatus with roots in the masses and controlled by them, made it 
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impossible for the movement to spread, and it is still impossible 
today: it will be the histoiy of the coming decade. Lumumba, who 
was enthusiastically listened to all over the country, had every reason 
to believe that the masses would follow tlie evolucs to the very end. 
'Hie unity that he took to he both something already achieved and 
something not vet even begun, half a means and half a supreme end. 
was in his eyes the nation itself. Ihc nation: the Congo becom.ng 
unified through the struggle it would wage for its independence. But 
the future prime minister is not so naive as to believe that the unity 
of the nation will come about spontaneously, lie simply posts this 
negative principle: the administration divides in order to rule, and 
therefore the only way of taking its pOWOf away foot it U to do away 
with every last division that it has created in the country. Ibc tnhal 
ism. the provincialism, the artificial conflicts, and the watertight 
compartments that it peipctu-ites must be done away with. Democ 
racy, yes. But democracy must not be confused with federalism, as 
Ikn had done. Whatever its aim. however minimal the regional 
autonomy that any one patty demands, federalism i- the worm m 
the fruit that will spoil everything, for imperialism will immedufdy 
exploit it. Lumumba realize* that the Abate wfll ba a icaarkibk 

tool for toppling the colonial system for sonic tunc to come and will 
later threaten to become the tx t weapon for reatoriag it L umu m 
ha s job as a post office employee gives him a place in the colonial 
administration and enables him to discover its principal feature: 
centralization. The fact that lie happens to be a cog in rise central 
ized system of communk t Uon* allows him to mete this discovery 

even more easily. Tlie postal network extends to every province, and 
even into the bush; through it. the governor’s orders ate transmitted 
to the local constabularies, to the Force Pnbliquc. If the Congolese 
nation some day comes into existence, it will owe its cohcsiseness to 
a similar form of centralism: Patrice dreams of a unifying power 
that will rally all the people, acting everywhere, bringing harmony, a 
community ol action, throughout the country, receiving information 
from the most remote hamlet, collating this information and using it 
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as the basis of a political policy, sending information and orders to 
the representatives of this power back by the same route to the tini¬ 
est hamler 'llie government splits the colonized into individual 
atoms and unifies them from the outride, as subjects of the same 
king. Independence will be merely an empty word unless the cohe¬ 
sion imposed from the outride is replaced by unification from the 
inside 'llie Belgian administration can he replaced only by a mass 
paity that, like it. is omnipresent, and at the same time democratic 
— that is to say, emerging from the people and controlled by them. 
But until such tune as the Congo has created its own ficc institu¬ 
tions, tins party will be even more authoritarian in that it alone will 
be responsible for defending the nation against the still virulent 
effects of a policy of atomization that has been practiced for eighty 
scats Lumumba is so conscious of the dangers that lie wants to 
substitute a single party for the pointless multiplicity of nation ilist 
movements We have vciy little information about his plans hi this 
connection We do know, however, that it was to be an African-stylt 
paity not a u'lnctcd entity that coopts its new members, as the 
Communis! party of the USSR docs, but tlie entire population, nidi 
and women both, each of them being at one and the same time a 
Citizen and a militant He fcaicd that if the opposition remained 
outside the party, it might lead to mine sort of separatism, and 
therefore to tin death of the Congo. He would not have rejected 
such opposition within the paity He stated repeatedly that dis- 
cussions within it would be frank and open. What lie did not say, 
but what is self evident, as in all cases of extreme emergency, was 
that ono a vote bad been taken, minorities would be forced to 
adopt the point of view of the majorities; and that the opposition, 
which cadi time would be dissolved only to be reborn at some other 
point in connection with other problems, would represent, in the 
last analysis, only the free exercise of judgment of each and all in 
a given set of circumstances, and would be deprived of the means of 
becoming a continuing tradition, of setting itself up as a party within 
the party. 
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lie attached less importance — at least in the first days of mde- 
pendence — to the setting up of an economic and social progu-n 
than he did to the primordial function of the patty as a nos daw 
gripping the Congo in place of the foimci colonial talon, preventing 
the country from falling apart at any price. But this vety concern 
had economic reasons behind it: he was fully aware of the maneuver* 
of the Conakat* and had no doubt whatsoever what the result of 
k'atangcsc secession would he Thus this political Jacobinism was at 
bottom inspired by his practical knowledge of Congolese realities 
His speeches are proof that lie foresaw everything that has happened 
since: his only mistake was to believe- it |»!"iblc to ward off disaster 
by creating a great modern patty that would eventually replace the 
power of coercion of the occupiers. t 

It is well known that the mother country served, vciv much m 
spite of itself, as the meeting place for Congolese from different 
ethnic groups during the World's Fair t The units of their white 
oppressors enabled these blacks isolated in Brussels to discover, m a 
defensive sort of way, their unity as men who arc oppressed, a unity 
that appears to them to be stronger than the many things that divide 
them. AS a matter of fact, in Bdfcfarn the Congolese are aw 
of the interests they have in common. Returning home, tlicy con¬ 
tinue (0 cherish the abstract hope of biftdiDg all I -« cofented 'hat- 
ever their origins, into a supra ethnic party Lumumba is the only 
person capable of founding such a party, to be known as the Con 
golese National Movement. But the membership of the movement 
soon reveals its real nature it is univerv.il.st. disregarding ethnic 
groups and boundaries, because its militants arc univwwlurd; m a 
word, it is a movement of evolues. Militants will be recruited through 
out the country, more or less, without too much difficulty — at least 
in the cities —because the administration and the f*g companies 
have scattered the minor civil servants and employees thev have 
trained all over the Congo. But the dream of forming a mass party 
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fades away: at best it is a party of agitators and organizers. It is no 
ones fault for it could not have been otherwise; the Congolese Na¬ 
tional Movement is the petty bourgeoisie of the Congo discovering 
its class ideology. 

Lumumba is the most radical of its leaders: at once deal-sighted 
and blind, he may not sec the social factors conditioning his Uni¬ 
tarian movement and how impossible such unity is; lie nonetheless 
undmtands very well that the problems of the Congo arc those ol 
all of Africa, and sees even more clearly that his country will be 
strong enough to survive independence only within the framework 
of a free Africa. He attends the Accra Conference as a representative 
of the Congolese National Movement. He delivers a speech and 
makes the following comments on this need for unity, arising here 
and there all ova the continent, of which the Accra meeting is the 
direct effect: 

"This conference . . . reveals one thing to us: despite the bound¬ 
aries tlust separate us. despite our ethnic differences, we have the 
same awareness, the s oik- soul plunged day and night in anguish, the 
same anxious desire to nuke the African continent a free and happy 
continent that has n<l itself of unrest and of fear and of any sort of 
colonialist domination." 

Replace the word A/rioi by the word Congo, the word continent 
bv the word nation, ami you will find here the same phrases that 
laimumba repeats day after day in each of the provinces of his 
country: tills is because the Congo seems to him to lx- a compendium 
of all the differences perpetuated by the various African separatisms: 
within it arc to be found provincial boundaries, ethnic and religious 
conflicts, economic differentiations that are both vertical (the various 
vocul strata) and hoiizont.il (the geographical distribution of re¬ 
sources). In his eyes there is therefore but one task: to fight for 
independence is to fight for national unity. But it is at the same time 
to fight for a free Africa, and conversely — as lie will make even 
plainer later — every tiring that furthers the integration of the many 
various states in a single fcdciation hastens the day when the last 
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victims ol colonialism will rid themselves of their last colonizers. IT* 
events that followed show that his view on this point w„s practical 
and extremely clear: those states which had seemed their independ 
cnee must help those countries still enslaved to ic.eet am sort of 
guardianship, by every means possible. It is common knowledge that 
two and a half scats later he was to call for the help of Ghanaian 
troops when he felt that the frail Congolese Republic was about to 
fall apart. If he had won his battle, there is no doubt that the Congo 
would have aided Angola and all the neighboring countries: Lumum 
ha s forthright Pan-Africanism made him some of hri most dcadlv 
enemies, the whites of Rhodesia and South Africa, and in a more 
underhanded way, the English conservatives. A Pan African Congo 
would have been first of all an example; it would have planted fertile 
seeds m the hearts of those still enslaved But above all. this great 
country would have provided the most effective kind of support, in 
a hundred different ways, for iw.iunm,. ■ «.• 
i hboringcountries. Not only out of hotherhood but also because 
this was the only African policy that could possibly be followed: 
once free, the Congo would he surrounded by mortal enemies: tb' 
blacks in Rhodesia, in Angola, would lure to break their chains, and 
Voulou's ncncolonialist government would have to lie overthrown or 
else the Congo would be plunged into slavery again. Wlut I u 
mumba merely hints at — though we know he realized it immcdi 
ately — is that Congolese independence is not the end but tlic 
beginning of a struggle to the death to win national sovereignty. The 
Belgians can lie made to pull out through the efforts of an ocganixa 
non within the country; <>ikc they hm left, however, the dinger 
can be averted only by a foreign policy, for the young nation, having 
lost Its masters without having found the means to exercise its free 
dom, will he forced to depend on the help of states not so young 
that have already attained their sovereignty, and will he obliged to 
support national movements in the colonics bordering it. In the 
speech he delivers at the Accra Conference. Lumumba therefore 
stresses the reciprocal effect of the two aims that finally emerge from 
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the deliberations of the conference, which in his mind are but one, 
and rightly so: “The snuggle against all those internal and external 
factors standing in the way of the emancipation of our respective 
countries and the unification of Africa." He is too deeply involved 
in the political struggle for liberation to stress the most basic prob¬ 
lem confronting Pan-Africanism: the fact that a united Africa can¬ 
not be created without establishing an African market /or itself. The 
organization of a common maiket fo: blacks on a continental scale 
involves other problems and other battles: it is not time yet for the 
Congolese National Movement to contemplate them. Nor is it yet 
time to unveil and unravel the mystification ly ing hidden beneath 
the magic woid independence in many countries, in the French 
Congo for instance, especially since by pronouncing this word in 
Brazzaville this same year, de Gaulle has aroused enormous enthu¬ 
siasm in the Belgian colony and with One stroke caused even the 
most he-sitant to tally round and support those demands that go the 
farthest But even aodc from this, what Lumumba lacks is a thor¬ 
oughgoing knowledge- til the new nations and then infrastructures, 
ind 1 < w* 1. does not havi . eh kn iwlei ge, he will '•• •»• •> loo late 
that certain black slates are In then very nature the sworn enemies 
of Congolese independence. Above all. because his experience has 
been shaped by the most severe soil of oppression and the most des¬ 
picable sort ol segregation, he :v unable to envisage any other enemy 
except the- okl colonialism, an antique piece of inacliilie'iy so rigid 
that it must cilhci cuisli everything in its way 01 crack apart. It is 
against this machinery that he girds himself for battle: in fact, it is 
there before his sen eyes, represented by the obscure little colonist 
and by the colonial administration. But the black leader docs not 
suspect that this ogre, apparently still so full of life and so wicked, is 
in reality already dead, that the imperialist governments and the big 
companies have decided, once confronted with the colonial crisis, to 
liquidate tire classic forms of oppression and the ossified and harmful 
sttucture-s set up 111 the course of the preceding century. He does not 
know that the mother countries that have been in control want to 
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give nominal power to the "natives,- who will govern, more or less 
consciously, in such a way as to further colonial interests he docs 
not know that the accomplices or the straw men for the )ob have 
already been handpicked in Europe, that they all belong to the class 
that has been recruited and trained by the colonial adm.mst.atKm. 
to the petty bourgeoisie of company employees and minor function 
arics, to his own elm. This lack of insight will send him to hts doom 
He is one of the elite, it is true, and thus cut ofl from tire masses that 
he supposedly represents. His militants ate all petty bourgeois; it he 
wins, they arc the ones with whom he will form the first government 
But his intelligence and his deep devotion to the African came -sill 
make him a black Robespierre. His undertaking is at once limited - 
u is fint of all political, and the rest will follow m time-ami uni¬ 
versal. The “Reverend Fathers" snatched him out of the peasant 
world of the "noncvolvrd": in the beginning hit head swam with 
ideas he had been exposed to in school at an early age. and once he 
became the spokesman of the elite, he demanded that it be totalis 
integrated. But in the end universalism carried the da) in his mind. 

Doubtless it is in ideologic il "« 1 " 1 ' > “ 

optic ..I illusion Hut this hununimi. which m others masks 
narrow class interests, becomes his personal passion; he becomes 
completely devoted to it and seeks to give the subhuman victims of 
colonial exploitation back their inborn humanity. This cannot be 
done, of coutsc, without a total reform of all the structures, without, 
in short, agrarian reform and nationalization; but his education as a 
bourgeois democrat prevents him from seeing the need foe such 
fundamental restructuring. This is not all that serious however: hoss 
could he have seen this when there were no proletauan organizations 
to channel and clarify the people s political demands? Had he re¬ 
mained in power longer, men and circumstances vsouki base dnsxn 
him into a corner and forced him to choose: neocolonialism or 
African socialism. Let us have no doubts as to what lus choice would 
have been. By founding the Congolese National Movement, by 
making contact with the leaders of other parties —that is to say. 


with other evolucs — he unfortunately left the field wide open, 
without in the least suspecting it, to the most active elements of his 
own class: men whose common and personal interests had long since 
made diem both .silling and able to betray him, and who were con¬ 
vinced as earls as the first days in July *960 that he had betrayed 
them As a mattei of fact, this is the precise source of the conflict 
that forced him to fight it out with Ins ministers and the minority 
in Parliament: these petty bourgeois wanted to make their claw the 
ruling class - - and objectively this came down to a rapprochement 
with the imperialist powcis He wanted to be a guide, thought he 
belonged lo no one class, and rcfuicd, in his /cal to centralize power, 
to take economic differentiations either more or less seriously than 
tnhal divisions: a single paiti would cause these harriers to come 
tumbling down like the others and would reconcile the interests of 
all What is more, lie may have lud more or less definite plans to 
roirgani/c the cioiwum by stages and prudently kept his intentions 
a secret. He was impeded of this, at any rate, and it was not only 
ll*< business of asking for Russian planes that caused him to lx 
accused of communism. The most farsighted ministers and members 
<>f Pjihamcnt believed, certainly, that his Jacobinism might lead to 
socialism simply because he believed in a thoroughgoing humanism. 
What nutters, in anv rave, is that he put Ins class in power and was 
ready to rule against it and despite it Could it have been otherwise? 
No: (hiring the last years of the colonial regime the proletariat had 
not engaged in any ad that might cause these petty bourgeois to 
think of it as a voice that ought lo be heard in the debate. 


The Reasons for Lumumba's Failure 
On his return from Accra, the Icadci of the future single party 
oines a symbol of reconciliation undei his influence the Con- 
esc National Movement attempts to ally itself with the principal 
ionalist movements. The Common Front that he sets up wins 
elections in 1960. But its victory at the polls in a legal election 
-old not bind us to its fragility: as long as it was merely a question 
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0l a simple propaganda campaign waged in common, ol an accord 
limited to the one rallying cry ol independence, all partisan interests 
could lie- put aside (or the moment But though the winners take 
over the reins ol government — who else is there to run the country' 
— tin- front threatens to fly apart for two reasons tha: have already 
ken mentioned: the real base of the allied parties is in even case 
provincial — even the Iamiuinba-Congolcsc National Movement n 
supported first and foremost by tlie ex peasants of Stanleyville; and 
second, their cultural univcrsalism can scarcely conceal their leaders' 
desire to nuke themselves and their followers the new ruling dais. 
Horn this point on, Lumumba's purity and integrity doom him: 
history i' made In Inm, but it also acts > mi. lie is the mi 
questioned leader of centralism, and his enemies come out in the 
Open the moment he gives pruof of his power as a public speaker 
and Ins skill as a negotiator. The first of his enemies to declare them 
selves arc Tshombe ami the members of the Conakat These Ka 
tangese maintain that their province has to support the entire nation 
all by itself; if the tics binding it to other unproductive and poverty- 
stricken regions arc severed, it can keep its riches all to itself Next 
there comes lire inevitable breaking away of the centralist party: 
Kalonp founds the Kalouji-Cmigoic« National Mm « which 
takes over South Kasai; by contrast with the situation in the other 
groups, in this ease it is political rivalries that nuke for ethnic squ 
rat ism. The Abako party, finally, remains unmoved: Lumumba 
makes repealed advances to Kasavubu, who does not respond. When 
independence is won and a government must be set up. two great 
forces still confront each other: the Abako. which is as intransigent 
as ever, and the Nationalist Bloc (the Congolese National Move¬ 
ment and the parties allied with it), which is flexible and determined 
to reach a lasting compromise The Conakat. which maintains that 
it is a federalist party, is the first to agree to take part, with certain 
provisos, in a central government: but this is merely a ploy, the real 
aim of which should be obvious. The Belgian minister, Canshof. 
Cannot make up his mind which of the two blocs to back Lu- 
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mumba has helped maintain public Order during the recent up¬ 
risings: his declarations arc moderate in tone; lie has no economic 
program, and he has said a hundred times that he will guarantee the 
safety of the property of the colonials. And then there is one other 
small detail: his group lias won the majority of votes in the election. 
But his centralism is vastly to be feared. The colonials are agtfinsf 
him. Kasavubu is perhaps even more dangerous, however. Me can 
control the violence, but he also pulls the strings of discord; Ins 
federalism is a cover-up for the passionate separatism of his tribe. 
‘Ihe minister's first move is to entrust Lumumba with "an informa¬ 
tion-gathering mission, for the eventual purpose of forming a Con- 


Rriese government" 'Hie length and the pondciO o lnCH of this 
formula is a fair proof of its author’s embarrassment. Lumumba 
eivcs proof of Ins absolutely realistic appraisal of the situation when 
he simplifies it by stating. "I am dinged with forming a govern 
meat." But on the 17th of June], Canshof declares that he is re¬ 
lieving Lumumba of his "information-gathering mission" and turn¬ 
ing it over to Kasavubu. There are further consultations, which lend 
nowhere On the 31st. the Legislative Chamber chooses its officers 
ai*i the Nationalist Bloc prove' lobe the majority parts I’m-i (. in- 
hof immediately takes Kasavubu s mission away from him and turns 
It over to Lumumba again Negotiations begin once more, but Kasa- 
vulni proves to be just as stubborn as ever: on June aa, the Abako 
again calls for the constitution of an autonomous and sovereign 
ngo state within a united Congo federation.'' We know wliat 
npromise is finally aimed at: the Abako is to appoint the chief of 
Ic and the ministers; the Nationalist Bloc is to appoint the prime 
mster and the remainder of the government team, except for those 
ts to be filled by the Conakat These birth pangs shed light on 
> facts of great importance. Ilic negotiations, first of all, arc seen 
lias-c taken place under the threat of a Bakongo uprising. Lu- 
mba‘s power was merely parliamentary; Kasavubu's was real and 
vsrve. As long as Belgium was still a presence in the Congo, Cans- 
was obliged to take the elected majority in Parliament into con- 
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sidcration; no course was open to Belgium except to set up a carica¬ 
ture of bourgeois democrats in its former colony. After the departure 
of the Be/gians. votes were not important: Lumumba was thrown 
nut of office ami arrested without ever having lost his majorits In 
other words, democracy was simply rejected out of hand, the trap¬ 
pings were retained, but power was based on sheer force. There is 
no better proof that Lumumba's fate was sealed in advance As 
prime minister, his headquarters and seat of power should have been 
the capital of the new state. But by a rare stroke of misfortune, it so 
happened that the capital vs, mtitt: the masses in Lcopol 
rccognizcd only one leader, Kasavubu. Between a chief of state who 
Miles the Abako us master ami a populace whose one goal is secession, 
a centralist prime minister can play only oik role that of hostage 
Lumumba has loyal followers in all the provinces, but in order to 
communicate with them lie must go either through the Belgian ad 
ministration, which is still on the scene ami 'till bringing all its 
fotcc of inertia to bear against him, or through the black function 
.mes of Leopoldville, the majority of whom arc against him After 
July I, i960, centralism becomes the abstract dream of a prisoner 
of honor who has lost all hold over the couutrv ‘I lie Congolese be 
Come aware of this in the last two weeks of September, when Lu 
mumba, who has now been thrown out of office, rkks through the 
streets of Leopoldville in a car with loudspeakers mounted on the 
lonf: his appeals sway no one. The people in the streets arc mdifler 
cut or hostile, their faces impassive the people of Leopoldville don’t 
Care in the slightest about centralism. On the other hand, it takes 
only one word whispered by Kasavubu to set anti I aimumba noteis 
loose in the city by tlic thousands: little by little the members of 
Parliament become worried and desert the assembly nail, the kgisla 
live power bows before illegality without a murmur. For the deputies 
as for the prime minister, the secessionist capital is a prison. Things 
have reached such a pass that Liter, at the end of his rope and finally 
realizing that the game has been lost in Leopoldville, Lumumba 
flees the city and himself becomes a separatist, desperately trying to 
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reach Stanleyville, his fief. What I mean to say is that this was a 
provisory secession, a negation of negation; Lumumba was counting 
on regrouping his forces and using Stanleyville as his headquarters 
for the nxonquest of the Congo, whether bv peaceful or violent 
■Mans, and its icunificatioii. But even if lie had managed to rejoin 
the largest group of his foUowetS, is it likely that he would have been 
able to recapture the Bakongo capital without sinking a blow? With 
what forces? It seems most piobablc that Lumumba would have re 
nuined 111 Stanleyville without either winning or loving and that 
Kasavubu would have reaped the credit nf having labeled this return 
of tcntralion to its geographical roots a "provincial secession. ' Ob 
jeefively, as a nutter of fact, tlic undertaking would have divided the 
Congolese even further and broken up tlic country even more, since 
Lumumba lacked sufficient means to carry it through to the very 
tend. It must be admitted, however, that at this point Lumumba had 
only two alternatives he could either accept federation and the 
autonomy of 11 k I owci Congo, or flee to Stanleyville to prepare to 
win the country back In either ease federalism would win the day 
llu truth is that federalism had won tin battle before it even began. 
In politics what is necessary is not always what is possible. Unity, the 
powerful idea liehind the Congolese National Movement, a modem 
party *nd one conceived in the image and likeness of European 
‘‘--ovemints, was nece^my to the Congo: without it, independence 
as a dead letter But at this moment in its history, the European 
nula did not icallv seem to the Congolese to fit their needs; 
plei and more solid ties hound them to their native soil, to their 
lime group. Centralization represented only the class consciousness 
1 the centralized, that is to say the cvolucs. 

Ibese remarks lead 11s to ihc second characteristic feature of 
— >olc$e independence: it was an independence that had been 
or less freely granted them. In fact, had the Congolese had to 
1 foe it, it would have been inconceivable for Minister Ganshof, 
>ly because he was the Belgian minister, to have chosen the 
iigolesc best qualified to form a government. Lumumba was aware 
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of this and suffered because of it: several times bcfocc June 30. he 
insisted that the Belgian minister leave. At a press conference, he 
stated: "Nowhere in the world have we ever seen the former [colo¬ 
nial) power organize and oversee- the elections marling the metepend 
cnee of a country . There is no precedent for this in Africa When 
Belgium forcibly won its independence >n 1S30. it was the Belgians 
themselves who first set up a provisional government. 

Forcibly won: the italics are mine, because this is the whole point; 
this is what explains the paternalistic tone of the speech King Ban 
doom made on June 30: we re making you a present of a nice little 
toy; don’t break it, It also explains the apathy of Kmavubu, who had 
learned what the king’s speech was going to be like and limited him 
self to cutting an overly servile peroration out of Ins own speech. 
Indignant at this, Lumumba suddenly grabbed the microphone. We 
are- all familiar with the admirable ’’statement of the reasons for our 
bitterness" that he proceeded to deliver in reply to the 'mug young 
king. But this is not the heart of the- matter, which I for ms past 
find in the lines that immediately precede it 
"Though tins independence of the Congo is today being pro 
claimed through mutual agreement with Belgium, a In- ndlv country 
with which we aic dealing as 011c equal deals with another, no Con 
golcsc worthy of the name can ever forget that we fought to win it, 
a fight waged each and every day. a passionate jikI idealistic fight, a 
fight in which there was not one effort, not oik Miitcnng. not - (M 
privation, not one drop of blood that we ever spared ourselves 
The .stenographic record hears the notation 'applause at this 
point, which is sufficient proof that tlic speaker had struck .1 sensitive 
nerve. No matter what their parly, the Congolese who attended lire 
ceremony did not want to be handed a gift: freedom cannot be given; 
it must be forcibly taken. To turn these terms around, it can be seen 
that an independence that is conceded is merely slavery in another 
guise. The Congolese had suffered for almost a century; they had 
often been beaten, and strikes and uprisings had become mote and 
more frequent despite cruel repression. Just a short time before, tlie 


disturbances of January 1939 had been, if not the cause, at least the 
occasion of tire Belgian government’s new colonial policy. There is 
no doubting either the courage of the proletariat and of the peasant 
warriors, or the profound, the absolute, refusal of each and every 
coloni/cd Congolese to accept colonization, sometimes despite him¬ 
self. The fact remains, however, that circumstances neither permitted 
nor favored a recourse to 1 sganized struggle. In Vietnam, in Angola, 
in Algeria, the people were organized for armed struggle; it was a 
popular war. In Ghana. VKrumah claimed to 1 st- using political 
means to carry on the fight; as a matter ul fact, the strikes he organ¬ 
ized wen nonbloody acts of violence. In any event the struggle is 
organized in the heat of battle and ttcrelly: the unity of .ill those 
who arc fighting becomes the immediate means that makes action 
posublc before being the remote end of such action. Those fighting 
unite in order to win a skiimidi. hut tbo to OCipe the perils of 
death; reprisals by the colonial power put the seal on secret pacts. 
Violence rv brought to lx 11 at one and the same time against the 
enemy and against the particular interests playing the enemy’s game; 
if the group organized is aimed, il blows off locks and door lunges, 
liquidates the enemy leaders, the •’tribal chieftains,’’ and wipes nut 
feudal privileges, everywhere replacing the officials put ill positions 
of power by the administration with its own political cadres, <rv the 
Wruggfe ii going on. At the nine time a popular war implies the 
unity of the army and the people, and therefore the unification of 
the people them selves tribalism must disappear or the insurrection 
will be drowned in a sea of blond; the liquidation of these vestiges 
it carried out during the struggle, through persuasion, through polit- 
real education, and if necessary through terror. Thus the struggle 
d‘df. as it spreads from one end of the country to the other, is 
at unifying it; and if two insurrectional movements happen 
coexist at tire beginning and do not merge forces, either they will 
•h lx- ma’sjered by- the colonial aims or else one of them is sure 
annihilate the other. Once the battle is won, the leaders arc at 
'price soldiers and politicians: they have shattered the old structures 



5 ! INTRODUCTION 


and everything must be rebuilt from the ground up. but it does not 
matter; they will create popular infrastructures; then mstitutiom 
will not be a copy of European ones; as mere stopgaps their aim will 
be to ward off the dangers threatening the young state by reinforcing 
unity at the expense of traditional freedoms. As for the power of 
the executive, it is irresistible: it is the arms tint has been created by 
fighting the oppressors. From this point of siew. it can be said that 
in Vietnam, in Algeria — wliatever the present difficulties of these 
countries —unity and centralization preceded independence and 
were its guarantee. In the Congo, the opposite was the ease. Hie 
economic recession, the evolution of what had been the French 
Congo, and the Algerian war changed people * minds and brought 
disturbances. But these uprisings were never concerted efforts: tins 
did not have the same causes or the same reasons for being or the 
same aims. They were seen by the Belgian government as rigru This 
government was kept informed by a handful of dear sighted officials: 
w lias n men to the |X ill) of leninism, hut that point 
bo reached tomorrow if Use mother country does not <i< " 1 > define 
its policy, they reported. 'Hi-. • <• i"»: 1111 J l,,m ' when im¬ 

perialism had learned a few lesson* from the colonial w*n that ex¬ 
hausted Fiance and from the British expensin' nts in sham dccolo 
nisation. Belgium did not »ant to tuns the Congo into a black 
Algeria: it refused to throw billions of francs and tens of tltouvands 
of lives down the drain. This country with its hundred thousand 
whites could scarcely be considered a densely populate*! colony if 
repatriation became necessary, it would not disturb the economy of 
the mother country. As foi the big companies, they were willing to 
give the thing a try: as long as they were protected by a white govern 
merit or by a black "collaborator,” their interests would not suffer, 
it even seemed, when the development of the new African slate* was 
examined closely, that independence was tlic most profitable sola 
tion. So the Congo was to he given its independence. 

It is said today that the Belgian government acted with criminal 
Machiavellianism. It seems to me. rather, that it was cnmmally 
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stupid. The French let nothing get ass ay from them without putting 
up a stiff fight; they hang on till they get their hands cut off; but 
this is to create cadres for the enemy involuntarily; war sets its own 
elite. Hie English had carefully planned their sham decolonization; 
they (rained the cadres a long time beforehand; they were to lie 
"colb horatois. but capable ones. The Belgians did nothing; there 
was no colonial war, and no gradual transition. To tell the truth. In 
1959 it was too late to prepare for Congolese emancipation: the 
colonized were demanding immediate independence. But the govern¬ 
ment’s error went much farther hack in time: it lay in its stubborn 
attempt to keep this conquered country ignorant and illiterate, in 
its desire to perpetuate feudal practices, rivalries, "traditional struc¬ 
tures.' the colonialist law of the land. For eighty scars Belgium de¬ 
voted much effort to congolizing the Congo. And then after having 
divided it up into isolated atoms, it suddenly decided to abandon it. 
certain that the absence of turned personnel and the fragmentation 
of power would put the Congo at its mercy. Lumumba thus found 
himself at one and the same time delegated by the masses and put 
in power by Camhof in the name of the king of the Belgians. An 
uncomfortable Situation, especially if we rcmcmbci tli.il Ho Chi 
Minh or Ben Bella, backed by an irresistible movement, took power 
despite the motlici country, and that their sovereignty — or to put it 
another wav. the sovereignty of the nation, which amounts to tile 
same thing -was a result of this fact. Instead of independence 
iKing. .n in Vietnam or Algeria, one stage in a praxis begun n long 
time before, and instead of past acts serving as a trampoline for 
future undertakings, in the Congo it was a moment of absolute 
inertia, the zero point of Congolese history, the moment when the 
whites no longer rule but continue to run the country, when the 
blacks arc m power hut do not yet rule. At this contradictory mo¬ 
ment, I umuinba, however great his popularity may be, docs not 
owe his authority to any past deeds on his part but rather to a 
legality impotted from Europe, one that — with the exception of 
the Csolues — the Congolese do not recognize. We admire his 
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courage, certainly; we know that he was arrested, beaten, and thrown 
in prison several times. But that is not enough. To be sovereign in 
a new state, one has to have been during the time of oppression tl»e 
unquestioned leader of the liberation army, or else have had a 
charismatic, religions power that reaches far back in time. Unfottu 
Iiatcly, It is Kasavubn who has this sort of power in Leopoldville. 
We must understand the situation: on July i, i960. Lumumba, the 
leader of 11 majority coalition and the head of government, is alone 
and powerless, betrayed by one and all and already doomed. 

As I have stated before, when a people frees itself by force, it ex 
pels or massacres the old cadres who represent in its eye* only the 
best known of its oppressors. I hey must be lustily replaced, since 
everyone is incompetent, the choke is based more on a nun t rev 
nlnlmiurv Ztll th.m -..1 HtS <a|vil>ibtirv ITlU >•'"11% m Umbl,- ClII 
fusion and criminal errors; entire sectors of the economy 11c mot 
tally endangered. But thus far in history, no victorious revolution 
hav ever foundered for lack of leaders In tin USSR, in China, in 
Vietnam, in Cuba, newcomers took over the top join, at the pike 
of terrible convulsions, running the country, making fnspcition torn*. 

banding down decisions by day and reading "«l learning by night, 
rhos the replacement of reactionary comp e tency incompetent 
revolutionaries is a normal and positive procedure in tl*c course oi 
(evolution. And if this substitution is no d n the outset bv the 

use of force, it becomes necessary sooner or later became of tlic nuv 
si VC emigration of specialists. 

Hoi this leap into the unknown must be made m the heat of tin 
moment; it must become an inevitable stage m revolutionary poms 
If such a step is not taken at the height of the icvolutionaiy tern 
pest, who would ever dare systematically to replace knowledge In ig 
norancc at every level of the social hierarchy? Lumumba was a rev 
olutionary without a revolution His inflexible Jacobinism made him 
radically opposed to the hypocritical and superficial reform of the 
colonialist system that the Belgian government clumsily attempted, 
but his unyielding position was no more than a refusal in principle 


since — as is precisely the point — a popular war had never taken 
place. By sparing themselves such a war, the Belgians had cheated 
the Congolese of the chance to fight it. The leader of the Congolese 
National Movement thus found, in a manner of speaking, that lie- 
had come our on the other side of an insurrection that had never 
taken place, lie could not size up potential leaders as lie could have 
in the heat of battle. An educated man, trained by whites, aceus 
tomixl to admitting tluii superior technical knowledge, lie was dis¬ 
turbed. as we have seen. In the small numbci of (volucs and the 
ignorance of the masses. 

It was dearly necessary to Africanize the country's cadres: lie had 
always wanted to. and at this point was even more eager to bring 
this about, since vers often he felt paralyzed by the administration’s 
■II will. 'Ihc Congo could not be fully independent as long as the 
key post- remained in the hands of whites. But since there was no 
dire emergency, his plans called foe gradual change. We ara (track 
by the fact that lie Often ictus to secondary education in his speeches 
hut alm-t never to ptinuty education, l et us not interpret this as 
. class bus on his part. II. is simply acutely aware of the problem: 
tire Congo will be sending students to Europe as soon as possible; 
tlrcy will come back )h>iiu and each one will lake a Belgian's place; 
.the more of them there are, the faster the technical, administrative, 
and military dependence ot the country will come to an end. A icu 
sellable solution, obviously, but a reformist one, such as would be 
dispassionately conceived by a statesman who weighs Ihc pros and 
cons and takes only calculated risks. 

At the same tmw, ths masses were taking revolutionary steps to 
complete the resolution that had not taken place. They took it upon 
themselves to Africam/c the cadres and drove out the Europeans 
with one sweep of the broom. 'ITicy began with the Force Publique. 
I h. officers and the ad|iitants came from Belgium; even after a life¬ 
time career on the force, the Congolese could go no higher than the 
rank of scigeant. Several months before independence, they an¬ 
nounced their demands that this pnvileged status of the whites 
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be done away with: after independence a deserving black should be 
able to become a lieutenant or a general. I.umurnba did not take 
the matter seriously; doubtless he considered it from the pom: of 
view of national priorities; officers could well be trained little by 
little. But he was wrong. This was not a general demand basing to 
do with the rank of future soldiers: it was these soldiers who wanted 
to become sergeants, time sergeants who coveted the rank of cap 
tain. In a word, this demand was a concrete one and a pressing one 
A politician would most likely have satisfied it the very fust dav and 
coopted the revolutionary movement for his own ends by taking the 
credit for ail impressive coup sending Janssens packing this would 
have earned I.umurnba the support of the army, the only weapon 
this powerless executive had at Im disposal. What was most impot 
tant, tin M.klicis <.f the Force PttMkjtK were in a rnood that was 
causing great concern. When the Belgians were at the helm, that is 
to say up to June y>, tluse troops had enforced colonial law and or 
der; these Congolese fought only Congolese; they put down up 
usings, occupied villages, lived of! the people Objectively arcom 
11|< ■ of the colonialist caste and very modi undei the influence of 
their officers, they gave every appearance of being inveterate coun 
tcirevolutionaries And there is not lire slightest doubt that that is 
what they were in their very heart of hearts, except for one fact: 
like the common, is in the French army before 1789, they fretted 
and fumed at Ireing kept m tire lowest tanks, litis demand on then 
part summed up the Congo's aspirations for total sovereignty with 
out their realizing if. since it could be fulfilled only by a wwncign 
decision. At the same time, there were symptoms of a class conflict 
lurking behind the racial conflict: these were poor men who were 
tired of the luxury of the rich and wanted to step into their shoes 
By taking the initiative, the government would have nude the forces 
of law and order the accomplices of the revolution; such a step 
would have made them solid supporters. Lumumba hesitated: tire 
pressure being exerted by the black army threatened to force him 
into radicalism too soon; despite himself, he may have had a class 
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reflex:. Who, he wondered, is capable of commanding the Congolese 
army today? lie made the mistake of asking Janssens for a half 
measure: all blacks should be promoted to the next higher rank: a 
private second class should he made a pnvatc first class, and ser¬ 
geants. sergeant-majors. Janssens was crafty enough to play his role 
as provocateur to the very hilt His answer to the soldiers was: “You 
will get nothing. Not today and not ever,” We know what hap 
pened next, tire mutiny of the soldiers, the rout of their officers, 
Janssens' lusty flight to Brazzaville, pale green with fear. 'Iliis in¬ 
surrection might have been a positive factor, but in the end it had 
only negative results, lire soldiers rebelled both against Janssens and 
against Lumumba, who had waited till the soldiers rioted to cashier 
Janssens That is to say, they rebelled at once against colonial pater¬ 
nalism and against tire young Congolese democracy. Confused, ac¬ 
customed to imposing law and order by force, yet up in arms against 
the military privileges of the Belgians, most of them turned to a 
sort of Bonapartism, in order both to nuke it clear that they were a 
new caste and to demonstrate their scorn for the regime that had 
betrayed them. 

lire Afiream/.ition of the administrative cadres began with a de¬ 
bacle for the Kutopt uis Minor functionaries look to their heels, 
and private companies closed their doors Lumumba did vvliat lie 
could to get them to stay on. But at this same moment Belgian 
troops were being flown into the Congo. Lumumba was forced to 
break with Belgium, and at this the white populace panicked com 
pletcls. 'lire masses, however, wanted to drive the Belgians out and 
critKired tire functionaries for leaving Lumumba was powerless; he 
was reproached for not having led the movement. The workers de¬ 
manded a raise in wages. This was a reasonable demand, but Lu¬ 
mumba the Jacobin thought that it had been made at an inoppor¬ 
tune moment There was a sudden flurry of strikes. Not against the 
Belgians but against him. He put them down: the Congolese ccon- 
omy had to be salvaged, the level of production maintained. What 
is most important, he failed to recognize the confused and sporadic 
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agitation that finally brought about the Africanization of tlie cadres, 
radically and ca tastiophically, as events shaped by his political pol¬ 
icy, his revolution, his followers llitsc people, he thought to him 
self, haven't lifted a finger until now. now that we're woo, they're 
demanding things of u< that they would never have pressed the Bel¬ 
gians for; what do thev have in common with n»? This nonviolent 
man took a stand against violence; this cvohu- divorced himself 
from the non-c\Olu« and from all ivoluts who had anything in 
mind besides the common interest. He put down these spontaneous 
movements, thereby losing his knt ehanco to harness Im tottumg 
power to tlm fierce revolution. We must realize, moreover, that this 
chance was an outride one at beaks completely unorganized. without 
a revolutionary program, tin* brutally sodden radicaliration of inde¬ 
pendence was leading nowhere. Hie demonstrations went on. and 
from this point on they were directed against lire government In or¬ 
der tO identify himself with the cause of national units. LtBIt tWh 
had attempted to cut himself off from his class. He was forced logo 
back to it. The deputies had just voted themselves a parliamentary 
salary amounting to qoo.coo francs, just as I mnuniba wav attempt¬ 
ing to pat a 'i"»11 -i" wi rkeis’ dimands for higher wages, the 
masses of former pc.i'ints discovered that they were victims both of 
the appetites of the evolucs and of governmental repression Before 
indc|xndcncc the "elite ' earned much mote than unskilled workers 
but remained exploited and oppressed, since a black functiossary re 
reived half is innch pay a. a white for the same work; in spite of all 
their differences, this inequality helped bring the petty bourgeoisie 
and the people closer together; the blacks' pride in their evolves was 
a way of being against the Belgians. But almost from the nsomcnl 
that these evolucs came to power, they had turned out to he a eh" 
because of the salaries and remunerations they demanded I he 
masses thought that the icolucs showed every sign of being their 
new masters, and suddenly sasv the executive as a force for reprev 
sion, just as for good reason they had formerly taken the colonial ad 
ministration for such a power. This was not at all the ease, however; 
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the black petty bourgeoisie could establish its authority only by 
abandoning the Congo to imperialism, which would hand over the 
running of the country to it in return. Moreover Lumumba, far from 
representing the class interests of the cvolufo, was finding that his 
power was diminishing from one das to the next because he opposed 
them — not. it is true, in the name of the interests of the masses, 
but rather in the name of Jacobin unistrsalism. Nonetheless, the 
minds of the masses were soon poisoned and the prime minister 
was regarded a. an apprentice dictator appointed by the many who 
were privileged, at Ok scry moment when in actual fact he was 
losing their confidence From Juls on, Kasavohu, the Abako, and 
the Belgian provocateurs distils exploited this confusion by making 
Lumumba out to be a tyrant. 

Nothing was more alien to his character: moreover, at the very 
moment that lie was being accused of abusing his power, lie was in 
actual fact no longer able even to command olicdicucc. But what 
his enemies were aware of from the very fust was that in a divided 
country national unity is a praxis of continuing unification; acts of 
opposition r oils become acts of treason, as Mcrlcau I'onty pointed 
out. when they iarise even grcatci discord and factionalism: the 
central government must duaini the opposition, by force if need 
be From this point of view, strikes 01 uprisings in the cities, how¬ 
ever justified tire demands that ate put forward, arc us much to Ire 
feared as ethnic conflic ts; lh latter hold culture back and divide the 
nation, while the former lowu tlu level of production. For many 
reasons, it was imperative fen the free Congo, during the fust few 
stars of its infancy, not to fall too far below the level of the Belgian 
Congo, from which it sprang: <u a consequence, centralism neces- 
sjiih implies a policy of social aintcnl..The Incorruptible. hOU 
— whether his name be Robespierre or Lumumba — must at the 
same time cany on a running battle with the ruling class — his own 
class - in order to keep it a universal class, in order to prevent it. 
that is to say, from being at loggerheads with the rest of the country 
because of its demands, its way of life, or its sudden prosperity. This 
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means that pressure must he put on each social group to sacrifice its 
interests to the common interest in the name of unity. This is all 
well ami good, provided that such a common interest actually exists. 
After the first tumultuous months following his takeover, Castro 
forced the Cuban labor unions to put a stop to strikes by workers 
and to resolve social conflicts through arbitration. But it so hap 
pcnid that he had just beaten the limy that was fighting for those 
enjoying feudal power, routed the feudal lords from tlreir fiefs, and 
passed an agrarian reform law giving their properly to the classes 
who had nothing. By demanding sacrifices of everyone, he invited 
the workers in the city ami the countryside to give proof of then real 
unity, their common interest, which lay in the free exploitation of 
the island by ill fur the benefit of all In otht t % n I n» ■ m 

make national unity and the interest of all synonymous only if the 
revolution that it stems from is socialist. In the Congo at this point, 
there i as yet no class ibugg'*. p v 1, ,l »"& between the 

dvolufe who take power and the unskilled laborers or farm work 
ers, but already the Congolese pseudo-unity masks a divergence of 
Interests Without being aware of it. ceutrahsm « tlut ab 
sliact minimum of national unity in order that a new society may 
have the time it needs to create new structures and new social 
strata. But neither the exploited nor those who will be the exploiters 

hav my intention of sacrificing their concrete d em a nds lor tins fo 
hire that is as yet unpredictable: even tins early, the fact that there 
is an opposing group prevents each of them from giving in. Tire pro 
let .mat knows that the ministers have voted themselves large sal 
ams. As for them and all the other fvolufs, they arc not about to 
make any concessions to anyone They base an ethic bared on 
merit: not furthering their own interests first would amount basically 
to sacrificing themselves to the mass of illiterates, that is to say, to 
nonmilitants. 

Thus, since it has behind it no mass movement, no armed strug¬ 
gle, and no socialist program, centralism as a unifying polio seems 
arbitrary to everyone; the unity that it is seeking to establish is ic- 
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garded by one and all as an empty concept; each group counters it 
with its own concrete idea of unity, which at this point is a divisive 
factor. Lumumba finds that everybody is against him: the provincial 
and federalist parties, the capital, the proletariat, the petty bourgeoi¬ 
sie which he represents and which ought to be giving him its sup¬ 
port. Worse than that; people in rural districts are willing to go 
along with independence only if they can keep their “traditional 
structures " Those who realize that the tribal chieftains have been 
the "native" representatives of the Belgian administration arc few 
and far between. These petty rulers lose everything when the colo¬ 
nials pull out. ’I he Belgians bought them off and let them rule: this 
was centralizing power by dividing it. Hie policy of the Congolese 
government will be to wipe out these divisions: it will be necessary 
to ucate a bl.uk administration, train functionaries in Leopoldville, 
and rend than all osci the country as the sole qualified representa¬ 
tives of power. Ilioc measures, which every unitary nationalism 
must lake, sound the death knell for feudal enclaves: the central 
power will cover the country with a network of responsible represen¬ 
tatives who will arrive .it thru decisions on the lusis of orders from 
the capital and will substitute their authority for that of the local 
feudal lords. The local tribal chieftains are upset: Kutopcan agents 
nuke it a point to tell them how the wind is blowing Many feudal 
overlords — even some of those who have allied themselves with 
the Congolese National Movement m order to demand independ¬ 
ence — turn out one tine day to be passionate enemies of I .mmimba. 
Their flocks follow their lead. In Katanga. Lumumba’s mortal en¬ 
emy. Munotigo, the man who perhaps murdered him with his own 
hands, is the son of a tnbal king. Kalungcsc secession, which brings 
on the final disaster, <s the result of jii agreement between the local 
feudal powets, the colonists who base settled in the province, and 
tire Union Minute. 

What can be done in the face of so many enemies? Strictly speak¬ 
ing, nothing whatsoever If centralism has a solid base, if it has the 
support of the armed forces, sooner oi later, depending on how crit- 
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ical Ihc situation is, it will reach the point of combating federalism 
with terror: that is what Robespierre did in 1793. But not for long, 
lie too fell from power, after having put down popular uprisings, 
when the populace tumbled to the fae: that he no longer repre¬ 
sented anyone. But Lumumba! Less than j week after independ¬ 
ence was proclaimed, the July mutiny deprived him of tin support 
of the Force Pubhque. It was soon apparent in Ixopoldsillc that 
Only the police — and the Parliament — would defend him against 
demonstrations by the Abako. And when he sent the army to re 
store order in the separatist provinces, it left on its mission, it is 
true, but il never arrived, preferring to dawdle en route, that is to 
My, to pillage and massacre peasants. Yet tin. man, cut off from 
everyone, who now has only the trappings of power, will be accused 
of exercising a bloody dictatorship.* I here Ml wine 'light full 
turn for this accusation, as a matter of fact, considering the forces 
lined up against each other ami the unusual nature of the situation, 
the leader of a party seeking unity, were it within his power. w«ukl 
he forced either to renounce Iris goals or to revert to terror. The task 
of unifying the Congo required a dictatorship; a dictatorship of tin 
proletariat, which was poor • ifi i red and badly trained is-. H 

iCHiitutivis. was not even conceivable, and therefore it wav ncCtt- 
vary for a |>etty bourgeois to llv in the face of everyone and tale 
over. 

’I he July mutiny was followed by the Katangese secession, which 
gave rite to a more or less powerful separatist current all over the 
country. Lumumba the "tyrant" was admirable, he would take off 
in a plane with Kasavubu, who remained silent as a tomb and fol¬ 
lowed him everywhere; when news of a disturbance, unrest, or lios 
tility reached him he would land at the trouble spot, and almost 
Ihc moment he climbed out of the aircraft he would bold a meet 
ing somewhere or other. The warmth of In. voice. Ins sinccritv, his 
optimism — a sign of naivete or mysticism, as 011c prefers — charmed 

* Kisavubu knew that he was lying when he held Lumumba tapnMt lor 
the dcpiadations of Ihc For.e Publ*| U; 
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cvtiy group he spoke to and often swayed them. When he had over¬ 
come their prqudiccs. calmed their misgivings, answered their ob¬ 
jections. and explained, above all explained, his plans and his rea¬ 
sons mi detail, he would come out on top lor one evening; for one 
evening, in a provincial city, this dictatorship of flic spoken word, 
the only one he ever exercised, would bring about a Jacobin unity of 
a few hundred people — the onlv ones who were politically aware. 
Amid their acclaim, Patrice would return to the plane, take off, and 
think the match rs won; and Kasavubu, sitting beside him, would 
think: the match is lost, the spoken word is not that powerful. As a 
matter of fact, it is. provided that it is repeated a thousand times, 
first by the leaders, then !>\ the activists, and then by the militants 
who remain behind Lumumba was alone, absolutely alone. Fach 
time flic plane flew off, silence would descend once more on Ihc lit¬ 
tle town that he had just left; everyone would go back to his immedi¬ 
ate concerns, to his prejudices, to his tribal or socioprofeseionul 
group; nothing wav left behind, not even a seed planted in some 
pawn's heart 1 ■ 1 ml" in the meantime was flying: when he 

landed, olw on- whites insulted him and lie found il necessary to 
accept the humiliating — and doubtless not very effective — protec¬ 
tion oi tht Belgian wldi rs "i tht colonialist tumps wlmst mi ion 
he had denounced in Parliament and whose expulsion from Africa 
he had requested of the United Nations. He even tries to land in 
Katanga; the Belgian officers controlling the airfield vend word that 
thes will aucst him the minute he lands. Lumumba attempts lo 
land anyway; tin Belgians dint ofl the lauding lights and silence 
radio communication. It is pitch-black and he i> thus prevented 
from making a suicidal gesture. He finally gives up; the plane gains 
altitude and makes a turn. Ihc free Congo turns, a prisoner on 
high, scurrying this way and that, like a ferret: for the only symbol 
now of a centralized Congo, independent and united, is Lumumba. 
'Ihc chips arc down: the appeal to the United Nations, the sending 
in of the UN Blue Helmets, Kasavubu’s coup d'etat, the prommeia 
mento by Mobutu, the cop who takes ordets from the Belgians, 
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who takes over the Force Publique — that is to say, armed bands 
that have not been paid and now stoop to holding up peasants tor 
ransom, the despicable partiality of Hainmarskjdld, the intrigues of 
Voulou. who is a puppet in the hands of th. French government: 
all of these familiar episodes ate merely the stations of a via crucis 
that is inevitable. The Belgians, the French, the English, tin big 
companies, and Mr, H. had Lumumba muidered by their bench- 
men, Kasavubu, Mobutu, Tshombe, Munongo —and the United 
States, that puritan nation, averted its eyes in order not to see the 
blood. Why such relcntlcssncss? Did it really take this murder, 
which attracted worldwide attention, to gain ncocoloniahsm a foot¬ 
hold in the Congo? I his tall, thin, i a nivkss worker, 

i magnificent orator, had lost hi. power: the fragmentation of the 
Congo, a real fact, the undeniable result of eighty years of “pater 
nullvt ” colonialism and six months of Machiavellianism, was a ladi 
cal denial of the Jaiobiu dream of the prune minister: he had lost 
his power, except perhaps in Stanleyville, where lie had not so much 
partisans as a clientele. I lad he gone there, wlnt more could he have 
done than Glzcnga, who was betrayed a short time later, after a few 
lightning victories, by his chief «ii staff, Lumumba's unde, who 
opted for flic newly restored unity of the only effective power, the 
black army, rather than the dreams of unity of politicians’ linpcnal 
ism cares nothing for human lives: Inn since it was certain to pre¬ 
vail, could it not have spared itself scandal? As a matter of fact, it 
could not; this is the secret behind these sordid plots: Lumumba 
was the man needed for the transfer of power, and he would havx 
to be put out of the way immediately thereafter. 

The reason for this was that as long as he was alive he repre¬ 
sented the stubborn refection of the ncocolonuhst solution This 
solution consists basically of buying the new masters, the bourgeois 
of the new countries, as classic colonialism bought tnbal chiefs, 
emirs, and w itch dactois Imperialism needs a ruling class sufficiently 
aware of its precarious situation to ally its class interests with the in 
terests of big Western companies From this point of view, the na- 
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tional army, the symbol of sovereignty in the eyes of the naive, be¬ 
comes tlie instrument of a twofold exploitation: that of the working 
classes bv the “elite.' and through the iutcimediaiv of this elite, that 
nf blacks by Western capitalism. Investments and loans are made; 
the government of the independent nation becomes completely de¬ 
pendent on Europeans and Americans. This happened in Cuba in 
i <>30 as that country emerged from a colonial war that it had won. 
I he model is still a serviceable one: it is used every day. 'flic aim is 
to nuke the Black Continent suffer the same fate as Latin America: 
a weak central government, an alliance between the bourgeois (or 
feudal overlords who retain their power) and the army, and a super 
government of busts Accomplices are needed to pull this scheme 
off in the Congo this man will lx. Kasavubu; his ambitions and his 
separatism — even though in the end he accepts a very loose federa¬ 
tion -perpetuate the old discords fostered by the Belgian adminis¬ 
tration, and tins lime people do not suspect the whites of having 
lid « hand in the matter Iko and Adoula are quite capable of 
backing him up: their elass conscience is a match for their appetites; 
protec text bs Die Force I’ubliquc, they can be counted on to deal 
the constitution a death blow and hasten the development of the 

new bourgeoisie lliccsohu . ..til Ibis point have been no more 

than salaried employees, recruited and trained by imperialism and 
convinced by Dhii masters that their mteiesls coincide with those 
of capital they must now nuke changes in the Congolese economy, 
turn certain employees oil a salary into petty capitalists, perpetuate 
the rural fiefdoms, and give the forces of concentration free rein 
even in the country side. Such was the program; such was the Congo 
in 196): a subject of history from i960 to 1961, it is nothing today 
but the most passive of objects. I he fate of Katanga was settled bc- 
tween the Belgians, the English, the French, the Americans, the 
Rhodesians, and the whites of South Africa. The pitched battles, 
the peasant revolts, the war, the abrupt and contradictory decisions 
of the United Nations ate the results and the symbols of the various 
deals that took place between the trusts and a number of govern- 
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nicnls. If everything today appears to be settled, if Katanga is about 
to become part of the Congo once again, it is because the United 
States — against the wishes of Rhodesia and the Union of South 
Africa, against the designs of the English and the French — has 
made a deal with the Belgians to exploit the riches of the Congo 
together, through the intermediary of mixed companies 
In order to earn- off successfully such delicate compromises, it 
was necessary to oust the Congo from the debates — and that meant 
doing away with Lumumba. Alone and betrayed, he remained the 
abstract symbol of national unity; he uos the Congo a- the historic 
moment of the transfer of powe r. Be lore him, there was only one 
colony, a jigsaw puzzle of fragmented empires; aftci him, all that is 
left is a country rent to pieces that will take more lhan a decade to 
attain national unity. As prime minister, I.umumlu lost all his 
sources of support one after the other, and despite himself became, 
through the force of ciicumstan cs. tb( agent of -• new separatism 
that went by the name of centralization. A captive hut still alisc, lie 
threatened from one clay to the next to bcconk .1 principle, a focal 
point, for the Congolese to rills round; In inimned th. living wit¬ 
ness of a certain policy that he had been prevented from carrying 
out but that, at the first hint of failure on tin part of the new gov 
eminent, might appear to be a viable substitute pohes - - a policy 
that had not proved its merits because it had not had enough time 
to do so, and might turn out to lie the only 01« possible, once put 
into effect. Yesterday’s malcontents had united against him. tomor¬ 
row's—the same individuals, no doulrf -would regroup around 

him, A prisoner once idolized by tbr mn 1 continual to be a naked 
possibility of praxis; his very existence turns regrets into hopes, be¬ 
cause lie remains faithful to his principles, they arc much mote than 
a vision in his mind to his new opponents; «Ik\ aic alive, they arc 
real and present, humanized by the mail who is know n to be cling¬ 
ing to them in his prison cell; they become a fascinating object of 
thought to be pondered by one and all. This becomes noticeably 
tine in Thysvillc, when the soldiers guarding Lumumba rebel: if 
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they arc not paid, they say. they will free him. Panicking at this 
threat, the leaders in Leopoldville approach the k'atangese. A bar¬ 
gain is struck: Tshonu will pay the soldiers, 3nd in return Lu¬ 
mumba w ill be delivered into Ins hands. In short, even in his prison 
cell the prime minister who has fallen from power is a witness to 
the need for centralism, so much so that his fall is immediately fol¬ 
lowed by a sudden outbreak of riots and local wars. 

There is more to it than this: beginning in October, there is a re¬ 
currence of rcvohitionars disturbances. This time it is the base, the 
peasants and the workers, who mobilize against the continuance of 
a colonialist economic s\‘tcm TlifSc scattered movements have no 
common aim; it would Ik- possible, however, to overcome the old 
ions and unite the. groups if the demands of each of them 
could be incxiqxiratcd in a common program. The (car that this 
will happen ;v not compelcly insane, Cizenga, the new centralist 
leader, will later take radical steps m Stanleyville the trusts will Ik 
\ fn< Jilized; the Belgians will be confined to their residences and 
nude subject to a special tax; after six months the state will seize 
abandoned property. Ilicsc decrees an the first signs that the gap 
between the demands of thr masses, which an. mn, :i. but have 
littk- liopc of fulfillment, and the abstract jacobinism of the Con 
gokvc National Movement is beginning to narrow. And Cizenga 
dots not have Lumumba’s popularity. Nor his intelligence. What 
fearful consequences might there have been if the former prime 
minister lud realized that he must go hack to the masses to acquire 
new strength, break with the ooluis, give his unitary |>olicy a so¬ 
cial content — that he must, in .1 word, arouse the people against 
the ncocapitalist mystification? To tell the truth, this is the whole 
problem: Jacobinism is petty bourgeois; if makes the economy sub¬ 
ordinate to political integration and keeps coming up against the 
demands of the masses, which it accuses of sabotaging the unity of 
the countrv I1»i‘ conflict oidinanly allows the enemies of the move¬ 
ment foi unity and the social movement to pul down successfully 
first the one and then the other. But if the Jacobins manage to sur- 
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vivc for some lime — and lhi$ is rarely the case — they learn from 
the difficulties they encounter and start over again: unity then is no 
longer the beginning but an intermediate stage, the only way to lose 
the interests ot the masses and their demands; it is aho the final aim 
of an economic, social, and political revolution that must cither con 
stantly become more and mote radical or fall apart. I have met 
young people from the cities, former students from the middle 
classes, who had posts in Castro's government: they were Jacobms 
against Batista, but once they joined the rebels they did not find it 
at all difficult to abandon temporarily tbeil jxilitical id( ■) n then 
take it up again later in and through the movement to build xmal 
ism. Robespierre and Lumumba slic'd too soon to bring about the 
synthesis that would have made them invincible. What is mote, in 
the Fiance of 1789 as in the Congo of 1961. the majority of the 
masses were still peasants: in Franc* the proletariat had not yet 
been bom 01 really developed, in tin Congo Belgian paternalism 
had paralyzed it. In neither of these two caves did those wlso were 
truly exploited have representative* or an apparatus capable ot put 
ling pressure on the politicians to unite the people through a com 
mo 1 niggle against exploitation Nonetheless, there aic thru mil 
lion black proletarians in the Congo; if Patrice had lived, who knows 
whether he might not have been led to set them against hit own 
class, once il had disappointed him? Ilis pose as a leader who had 
never denounced the insane bourgeois idea of a “universal class 
could, under certain circumstances, hnng him closer to people he 
could approach local leaders of revolutionary movements without 
feeling either a guilt complex or a superiority complex Ihiv ab¬ 
stract equality might have led him to see the light; in the end lie 
might have understood what has been called "the socialist vocation 
of Africa," which in plainer terms might be reduced to this dr 
lemma: neocolonialism or socialization. He might hart. I use this 
turn of phrase not to suggest that this is merely a hypothesis, but to 
define the fear he aroused in his enemies even when he was in 
chains. Imperialism sees the situation clearly if it shows its hand 
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to the cxcolonizcd. if they can guess that it intends to conceal the 
perpetuation of an exploitative economic system behind j political 
farce, it knows perfectly well that the masses will unite against the 
politicians, its accomplices The situation was extremely confused in 
the Congo, but the Congolese would catch on very quickly if some¬ 
one explained to them that they were aiding the enemy. Lumumba 
soon learned that Belgium did not keep her word, that the Union 
Mink re incited and supported secessions that were contiary to the 
wishes of the government uf the ex-inothci countiy, that the United 
Nations tioops sent to the Congo to maintain Older had protected 
Kauvubu the separatist and left the centralist prime minister at the 
mercy of his enemies. It did not take even a petty Isoutgeois who 
claimed to know nothing about economics vers long to draw cm- 
baitissing conclusions. In short, what the cvuluts and the big com 
panics feared at first was the radkahtation of l urmunba by the 
nusxs and the unification of the masses by Lumumba. It could lx 
vml th.i! Ids murder sealed the alliance concluded between imperial¬ 
ism and the black petty bourgeoisie a short time before: time was 
now to b. a eor|»se between them. 

But the picvtigc of the Congolese prime minister extended far be 
yond the boundaries of his countiy. lie proved the need for a 
united Afrit .1 Not, however, one brought about in the manner of 
conquering states that conceal the word "hegemony" beneath the 
word "unity.” On the contrary, it was the weakness of the regime 
and Lumumba's unshakable courage and fatal but undeserved povv- 
cik-ssncss that made it the duly of the black countries to aid him. 
Tim strict and urgent obligation was isot generosity. Nor was it 
some vague sort of idealistic solidarity. As a matter of fact, the Af¬ 
rican nations discovered their destiny, the destiny of Africa, in the 
Congo. The ncocoknualist countries got to the bottom of the proc¬ 
ess of mystification that had nd them of all their chains except ex¬ 
ploitation. the other countries, those which had baiclv avoided 
“congolization, ’ discovered how the mechanism worked, the role 
played by internal divisions in this total breakdown; they realized 
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that they were not yet on sate ground tor certain, that it was neces¬ 
sary to right against separatist movements on a continental scale, or 
else all ot Africa would run the risk of being balkanired. In this sense 
when Lmnuinba failed, Pan Africanism failed. VKrumah esperr 
ciued the most bitter disappointment: in Julv lie sent Ghanaian 
troops to the Congo under the command of tlie United Nations, 
which proceeded to use them against Patties: Lumumba despite 
Ghana's protests; the experience taught NKrumah that the United 
Nations was not an impartial organization mediating the conflicts of 
the Third World in a spirit of absolute objectivity but a system sit 
up lor the sole purpose of defending imperialism everywhere in the 
West, even if popular republics and Afro-Asiatic rutiom were ad 
mil ted i<> membenhip. But all of Africa, humiliated at not luting 
been able to save the man of Accra, also kained the fate that 
awaited "neutralists." In a moment of exasperation and indignation 
at Ilammarskjold's attitude. Lumumba lud appealed to the USSR, 
wlm li had sent him planet. On this occasion he had applied the 
strictest principle of neutralism dealing with any and even nat*>:i. 
without taking the nature of the regime in power into comklua 
lion, accepting or asking for any sort of teal help in an cmcrgcncv, 
provided that it was disinterested. This was all it took fot the nm 
lions to immediately label him a communist. Imperialism followed 
suit what n most ironic about this i' that it wav taken in by its own 
game ami decided that this tvoluc, the son of a Catholic, married in 
a Catholic church, and the father of Catholics, was a secret agent of 
the Kremlin. If vve wish to have a better view of the situation, this 
desperate call for help from a Jacobin “with no economic choke 
left" should be compared to what Castro was able to do on an is¬ 
land a few miles off the coast of the United States. And lei there he 
no mistake about it: Castro won his victory precisely because he had 
taken over as head of a socialist revolution the failure of the Con 
golesc leader, the "communist" label his enemies thought would to 
tally discredit him, and all the rest is simply a result of the fact that 
he was not willing to go about reforming the infrastructure of his 
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country. Africa understood: when the head of an “independent" 
government asks the Russians for help, the West throws him out of 
office. Neutralism will remain an empty principle so long as the var¬ 
ious states of the Black Continent do not unite to force it to be 
respected. 

Lumumba alive and a captive is a symbol of the shame and rage 
of an entire continent: he represents in the minds of everyone a de¬ 
mand that they can neither fulfill nor escape from; one and all dis¬ 
cover through him Ik>w powerful awl how fierce neocolonialist con¬ 
niving is He must therefore lx gotten rid of as soon as possible 
Imperialism keeps its hands clean, and its two principal agents, Kasa 
vubu and Mobutu, a disreputable figure, have icasons not to want 
their people to think them responsible fur shedding this blood. So 
it is Tthoinbe who will do the killing. (But the Union Minifre and 
the tokimilisl* saw through the man so well, lie lud sold out to 
tkin with such zeal, that it was soon necessary to liquidate him 
too.) A black man is rubbed out, a man who had been made prime 
minister ami had taken hii mission seriously, and Kasavubu is again 
a'kvd to hum a (about. It iv hoped. I suppovc. th.it Uimumba will 
be less tioubksomc dead tli hi alive, a Head man is soon forgotten; 
what can be done foe Inm? with him’ I he bayonet thrust that Mu 
nongo 1. rumored to hast delivered Lumumba will dissuade the 
ourwiought Afikans from calling on their brnthcis to wage a cm 
vadr foi freedom In any ease, this is the way the situation was sized 
up. As we know, it was a false calculation. 

Oikc dead. Lumumba ceases to be an individual and becomes all 
of Africa, with its will towaids unity, its many social and political 
regimes, its dissensions, its discord, its strength, and its impotence. 
He was not. not could he have been, the hero of Pan-Africanism; 
he was, rather, its martyr. His story brings into the light of day, for 
all to see, the intimate relationship between independence, unity, 
and the fight against the trusts. His death (I remember Fanon in 
Rome —he was crushed by it) is a cry of alarm; in and through 
him, the whole continent dies in order to be bom again. The Afri- 
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can nations understand now: Addis Ababa prepares to carry out 
what Accra talked about. These nations will now set up a common 
apparatus allowing them to aid and abet revolutionary struggles in 
countries that have not vet won their independence. Units is war. 
through the example of Algeria, certain Africans become more and 
more aware that it is also socialist revolution. 

Hie Congo loses only one battle. Protected by the Congolese 
National Army, the Congolese bourgeoisie, that class of traitors 
and turncoats who have been bought oft. will finish the job that it 
has started and set itself up as a class of exploiters. Capitalist con¬ 
centration will slowly put an end to feudal enclaves ami unify the 
exploited, and all the conditions for a Castroist movement will he 
present. Hut Cubans honor the memory of Jos. Marti, who died at 
the end of the tat cental? without aeeingt be •• • Spain 
01 the subjection of the island to United Stales impcnalism Ami a 
i in from now, It the Castro of the Congo wishes to teach luv 
followers that unity must be fought for, he will rnniml them of its 
liist martyr, Lumumba. 


|»:an-Paui. 




On December 11, Patrice Lumiim ba, president of the Con- 
goieu- \'ationai Movement, spoke at the Accra Conference. This 
occauon was the first time in the history of the Congo that black 
mihtanti participated in an international Pan African conference. 

After the World's Pair in B’ussels in the summer of ig;S, the 
Congole .' had brought decide pro sure to bear, shaking Belgian 
paternalism to its foundations. Despite the opposition of the cola- 
mat administration, the goxvrnor general, on advice from Brussels, 
allowed a delegation of Congolese leaders to leave for Accra. A non- 
eta was beginning in the Congo, and through Lumumba’S voice, 
Africa was alrout to hear the sound of a people awakening, the 
echoes of which were to resound throughout the world two years 
later. 

All of Ijimumba'r rpesxhes ware extemporaneous. Except during 
formal debates, when he would refer to documents in hit possession, 
he never used notes when he spoke. 

SPEECH AT THE ACCRA CONFERENCE 

\\> Hunk the organizes of the Confcicnc« of the Assembly of 
African Peoples foi the friendly invitation they kindly extended to 
our movement. We would like to cxpicsv our gratitude to Mis Kx- 
ccflcno Prime Minister NKtumah and to the people of Ghana foi 
the fraternal welcome given us. 

We would alio like to thank the representatives of the independ 
cut peoples present here for their continued defense of the Congo 
in international tribunals. 

I hope they will regard these words, delivered in the name of all 
our compatriots, as an expression of our sincere gratitude. 
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The Present Situation in the Congo 

Up until the end of last year, there was no legislative council any¬ 
where in the Congo. All the organs of the country were - - and still 
arc — consultative. 

Since January of this year, the political structure of the countiy 
luv undergone modification, the most important change being the 
creation of communes in certain cities in the Congo. 

Legislation to that effect has been passed with regard to rural dis 
tricts and will Ik- applied in the course of the coming year. 

But the new decrees concerning the organization of cities and 
rural districts have not yet granted these institutions complete au¬ 
tonomy. 

In the urban councils, as in .ill the other COOuiltative oigans of 
the country, a system of representation hav been instituted that gives 
the European minority and the African majority an equal number 
of seats. There is no need to underscore tin fad that this is anti 
democratic. 

Realizing the progress that lias liccn nude by tin various seg 
incuts of the population and taking note of the demands repeatedly 
put forward by its subjects. Belgium has recently tent to the Congo 
.1 commission charged with the task of acquainting itself with the 
aspirations of the people at first hand. 

We for our part believe that on this occasion the country clearly 
expressed its preference for self-determination. 

The Belgian government ha> promised to deliver its solemn deci¬ 
sion on this subject next month. 

Our Program of Action 

The Congolese National Movement, which we represent at this 
great conference, is a political movement, founded on October 5, 
1958. 

This date marks a decisive step for the Congolese people as they 
move toward emancipation. I am happy to say that the birth of om 


movement was warmly received by the people for this reason. 

The fundamental aim of our movement is to free the Congolese 
people from the colonialist regime and e-ain them their independ¬ 
ence. 

We base our action on the Universal Declaiation of the Rights 
of Man — lights guaranteed to each and every citizen of humanity 
hy the United Nations Charter — and we are of the opinion that 
the Congo, as a human society, has the light to join the ranks of 
free peoples. 

We wish to sec a modem democratic state established in mu 
country, which will grant its citizens freedom, justice, social peace, 
tolerance, well being, and equality, with no discrimination wh ilst, 
ever. 

In a mot km we recently transmitted to the minister of the Congo 
in Brusu-h. we dearly stipulated —as did many other compatriots 
of ours — that the Congo could no longei be healed av a colony to 
Ire either exploited or settled, and that its attainment of independ¬ 
ence was the awe qua now condition of peace. 

In our actions aimed at winning the independence of the Congo, 
we have repeatedly ptodaimcel that we aic against no one, but rather 
are 1 imply a&inst domination, input ices, and abuses, and merely 
uml to free ourselves of the iheckU - of colonialism and all its con 
sequences 

IIkso injustices, and the stupid superiority complex that the co 
looi(lists make such a display of, arc the causes of the drama of the 
West in Africa, av is dearly evident from the disturbing reports of 
tire other delegates. 

Along with this struggle for national liberation waged with c<rfm 
and dignity, our movement opposes, with every power at its com¬ 
mand. the Ivalkanization of national territory under any pretext 
Whatsoever. 

Prom all the speeches that have preceded ours, something be¬ 
comes obvious that is, to say the least, odd. and that all colonized 
people have noticed: the proverbial patience and good-heartedness 
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(hilt Africans have given preof of for thousands of sears, despite per¬ 
secution, extortions, discrimination, segregation, and tortures of 
every sort. 

The winds of freedom currently blowing across all of Africa have 
not left the Congolese people indifferent. Political awareness, which 
until very recently was latent, is now becoming manifest and as¬ 
suming outward expression, and it will assert itself even more force¬ 
fully in the months to come We arc thus assured of the support of 
the m isses and of the success of the efforts we are undertaking 

This historical conference, which puts us in contact with expen 
1 need politn.il figures from all ths African countries and from all 
over the world, reveals one thing to us: despite the boundaries that 
separate us. despite our ethnic differences, we have llic same aware¬ 
ness. the same soul plunged das and night in anguish, the same anx 
ions desire to make this African continent a free and happy conti¬ 
nent that has tid itself of nntcit and of feai .iikI of any sort ul 
colonialist domination. 

We aic particularly happy to see that this conference has set as 
its objective the stmgglc against all the internal and external factors 
standing in the way of the emancipation of our respective countries 
and the unification of Africa. 

Among these factors, the most important ate colonialism, im 
penalism, tribalism, and religions separatism, all of which seriously 
hinder the flowering of a harmonious and fraternal African society 

'lliis is why we passionately cry out with all the delegates: 

Down with colonialism and imparialisml 

Down ii’if/i racism and Inbalitml 

And long live the Congolese notion, long live independent Africa' 


On his return from Accra, Luimirnbd and his friends conducted 
the first great political meeting in Congolese history, appearing be 
fore a crowd of ten thousand people. The text below is the speech 
delivered by Lumumba at Leopoldville on December 2$. 1958. 


It must be recalled that at this point the entire province of Leo 
poldville and the capital were already keenly aware of the realities 
of theit situation because of the political action of the Abako, which 
had set up a network of celts that covered the entire Lower Congo 
and had forced the Belgian administration to confront a hostile pop- 
uloce insisting on its rights. 

SPEECH AT LEOPOLDVILLE 

I thank you in the name of the Congolese National Movement 
for having come in such nuinbcis to the first meeting sve have held 
since the founding of our movement. 

I hi* large ciowd is a sure sign of the hopes you have placed in the 
Congolese National Movement and the aims that it intends dog 
gedly and stubbornly to puisne. 

I rom this day forward, during the entire couisi of out campaign, 
we shall therefore do our utmost not to disappoint those patriots 
who has. demonstrated their trust m us In supporting ns and see 
oitdmgmir efforts. 

Die remarks addressed to sou today will he divided into two 
pails: m I lie first part, we will give you a faithful and authentic 
rep ul of the work accomplished at the Conference of the Assembly 
of African Peoples in which we base recently participated; in the 
second put. «t will put before you our movement's program for ac¬ 
tion. We wish to cany out this program with the active collalxira- 
two of each and every Congolese: man, woman, and child. 

lire idea of holding a conference of all the African peoples was 
initially proposed at the time of the celebration of the fust anniver¬ 
sary of Ghana's independence, following an exchange of views by 
.African leaders who had gathered in Accra on this solemn occasion. 
This idea was seconded at the Conference of Independent African 
States, held in Accra in the month of April, 1958, and was given con¬ 
crete form through the creation of a preparatory commission. 

This commission immediately set to work, and thanks to its ef- 
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foits the fust Conference of the Assembly of African Peoples has 
just been held in .Accra, from the fifth to the thirteenth of Decem¬ 
ber. 

This historic conference brought together the representatives of 
political and nationalist groups, labor unions, ct cetera, from all the 
dependent and independent African territones. The number and 
the nature of its participants, who came from all comers of the 
world, made the Accra Conference a popular and representative 
one, 

As .1 result of this broad representation and the unanimity of the 
delegates' views, the conference formulated and proclaimed the phi 
losophy of Pan-Africanism Following this line of thought, it pointed 
nut ways in which a peaceful African resolution could be brought 
about. It set as its goal the formulation of concrete plans md the cs 
tablishmcnt of the tactics and strategy of this resolution in relation 
to: (1) colonialism ami imperialism; (2) racism and discriminatory 
laws and practices; (3) tribalism ami religious separation; (4) the 
position Of tribal chieftains — ■ a) under the colonial regime-, (b) in 
.1 free democratic society 

In order to fight colonialism more effectively, the conference as 
a whole denounced the- time-honored weapon that its upholders me 
to impose their will "divide and uilc,’ that tactic which, as the Af¬ 
rican masses became aware of the realities of their situation, wav 
modified to fit the changing circumstances and which assumed sub 
tic and roundabout forms in order to hit harder than ever, destroy 
the- native peoples' determination to unite and free themselves, and 
impose the- economic dependence that iv the foundation of interna¬ 
tional imperialism. 

In view of the importance of the <|iK-stions to be dealt with, five 
commissions wcic created within the conference for the purpose of 
examining the problems raised and putting practical and realistic 
conclusions before the congress. 

The areas these commissions wete to examine arc as follows: 

Commission Number 1: The question of colonialism and imperial¬ 


ism in Africa — the injustices they have caused and how to become 
aware of them. 

Commission Number 2- The question of racism and discrimina¬ 
tory laws and practices — distributing land to Africans — the adop¬ 
tion of universal suffrage in all African temtories without discrimi¬ 
nation lured on race, tribe, religion, education. 01 wealth — applying 
the Universal Declaration of the Rights ol Man in all African coun¬ 
tries. 

Commission Number 3 Tire question of tribalism and religions 
separatism, which also constitute fertile sources of dissension that 
the colonialists exploit in order to secure in even firmer hold over 
us —the position of traditional in.tituli. n UIKk I ■ m il domina¬ 
tion and in a free democratic society. 

Commission Sumber j Tbc question of the adjustment of Af¬ 
rican borders —merging or confederating groups of regional slates 
111 a community of United States of Africa. 

Commission Number 3. ’lliis commission was charged with cs 
tablishing a permanent organization to serve as the embryonic form 
of a future United Stales of Africa. 

Hie fisc commissions met separately and each of them presented 
its recommendations to the Genual Assembly The final resolutions 
of the conference were discussed and passed during a plenary ses¬ 
sion. 

\ permanent secretariat was created to assure- that these resolu¬ 
tions are carried out and that the woik undertaken advances on a 
continuing basis Its hcadqiraitus will be 111 Accia. 

lire- conference likewise appointed the fifteen numbers of the 
executive committee. 

"I hesc members have taken on vers great responsibilities, for they 
arc watching over the destiny of all of Africa. 

The mission of the executive committee, and the aims and ob¬ 
jectives of the conference as well, arc as follows: 

!a) to promote mutual understanding and unity among the pco 
pies of Africa; 
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(b) to hasten the liberation of Africa from imperialism and co¬ 
lonialism; 

(c) to maishal world opinion in support of the liberation of Af¬ 
rica; to recommend concrete means and methods of attaining tlrese 
goals; 

(d) to develop the spirit of community among the peoples of 
Africa vo as to promote the birth of the United States of Africa. 

In braid outline, these were the aims and the resolutions of the 
Pan-African Conference of Accra. 

In conclusion, the conference is asking for the immediate inde¬ 
pendence of all of Africa and has announced that no country hi 
A frica is to remain under foreign domination after i960 

The Conference of the .Assembly of African States in Accra marks 
a decisive step toward the complete expression of the African person 
•lily and toward the perfect unity of all the fraternal peoples of our 
continent. 

That i» why our movement will always oppose Of) power 
it possesses the balk.ini/.iiiim of n.ition.il territory under My pMttf 
whatsoever. 

Ladies and gentlemen, all the forces of the countiy must be mobi 
Used m otdci to hashn the at tain m ent of the goaK tint w« haw 
just defined for the well-being of all 

We address a passionate appeal to all Congolese patriots, to all 
associations and organized groups, to unite around rise Congolese 
National Movement, an appeal addressed to all Congolese, regard¬ 
less of tribe, sex. or religion. 

'flic objective of the MNC is to unite and organize the Congolese 
masses in the struggle to improve their lot and wipe out the colonial¬ 
ist regime and the exploitation of man by man. 

We invite all our compatriots, whatever their station, and what¬ 
ever their present or past tendencies or divergences of opinion, to 
pool their energies and their couiagc with ours in order to cany out 
the necessary and indispensable formation of a united front, without 


which we will not be able to assert ourselves or make our voice heard, 
the voice of the Congolese people. It is high time that the Congolese 
people prove to the woild that they are conscious of the realities of 
tlie sort of 1 r.dependence being cflcKd us —a token gift that the 
government is preparing for them and promising them. We do not 
want this sort of independence. 

It is time that the Congolese in the population centers and the 
interior let the woild know that they aie in no way divided, but 
rather arc united in a single, just cause-. 

If is time for the Congolese people to awaken from their slumber, 
to break then silence, to overcome the fear instilled in them, so as 
todcinonstiatc, peacefully but resolutely, that they are a foice to Ik 
reckoned with. 

Certain people aie attempting to lead naive Congolese to believe 
that the country’s attainment of its independence will bring on a 
flight erf foreign capital, distuibmm- because there me not any black 
technicians yet, and soon. 

We for our part believe, and base oui opinions in this regard on 
•Ik experiences of otlui \frican count lies — winch were in fact 
even farther behind than ouis is, when they took over the reins of 
government -we believe tlul the Congo’s attainment of its inde¬ 
pendence will both 'labili/c the Congoli N « M "my and ronstitiltc 
a lolid guarantee for foieign investments. 

In point of fact, the reinvestment within the country of all the 
profits made by national companies. the speeding up of the program 
of industrialization, the granting of numerous scholarships to the 
country 's students by the Congolese state, the elimination nf the 
present security bond of 50,003 francs that must be put up by any 
Congolese desiring to go outside the countiy for training, the 
granting of numerous loam to the Congolese middle classes, the 
organization of free and compulsory education at all levels, the de¬ 
velopment of peasant associations and cooperatives in 1ur.1l districts, 
the total elimination of all types of legal disenmmation, the enthusi¬ 
asm for work that will be created by the pay ment of decent salaries 
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and the enjoyment of human freedoms — all these things prose to 
us, ladies and gentlemen, that the Congo's attainment of its inde¬ 
pendence will bring greater well-being to the people of this country, 
a well-being that they are not able to enjoy fully under the present 
regime. 

If at this point there are Europeans who believe that they will be 
able to perpetuate a repressive regime forever, we can but regret Ibis. 

If, on the contrary, the meaning and the legitimacy of our Struggle 
arc understood by men who have sincerely nude up then minds to 
give us fraternal support and aid 111 building our country by honest 
labor and the contribution of financial capital and technical re 
sources, then the Congolese will note this with interest and regard 
these men as true friends of the country 

The present dream of Africa, of all of Africa, including the Congo, 
is to become .1 free and independent continent, like ill the other 
continents of the world, for it is tin will of tlie Creator that all nun 
.md all peoples lie free and equal 

It remains for us, ladies ami gentlemen, to outline for you 0111 
movement's program of action. 

The fundamental aim of the Congolese National Movement, 
which is typically Affkan in spirit, b the liberation of the CnngobN 
people from a colonialist regime and attainment of their tmkpcnd 
dice, 

'Ibis movement has no tics whatsoever cither with the government 
or with any other political organization set up by Europeans, as ccr 
tain of its detractors behind the scenes arc leading people to bclioc 

These arc merely the sort of maneuvers to subvert the movement 
that aie the specialty of detractors Our watchword is to do our work 
well and let them talk. We arc fighting for truth and (ustice. lb s 
truth will triumph, even if it is tiampled underfoot todav 

We base our action on the Universal Declaration of the Rights of 
Man — lights guaranteed all citizens of humanity by the United 


Nations Charter — and feel that the Congo, as a human society, lias 
the right to join the ranks of free peoples. 

We want to say farewell to the old regime, that repressive regime 
that keeps nationals from enjoying political rights that have been 
recognized as legitimately belonging to every human being and every 
free citizen. 

We want our country , our great country , to have another face, the 
face of an independent and happy people freed from anxiety, fear, 
and cvcrv sort of colonialist domination. 

In 1 motion liansiiuttcd to the minister of the Congo in Brands, 
“<■ stressed the fact that the Congo can no longer be considered a 
colony to be either exploited 01 settled and that the attainment of 
its independence is the tine qua non condition of peace. 

In 00: .(Ction to win the independence of the Congo, an independ¬ 
ence th.it we wish to be total, wc have repeatedly stated that vve arc 
against i*> one, but only against domination, injustices, and abuses, 
and merely want to free ourselves of the shackles of colonialism and 
all its consequence*. 

If these- injustices and these abuses persist despite our repeated 
protests, this will eventually be the cause of a split between Belgium 
and the Congo and of any social disturbances that this country may 
undergo 

11 k Congolese people have as much right to be independent us 
the other peoples ol the world Ibis is a basic, natural, and sacred 
nght that no doctiiiK- can dispute and 110 power take away from 
them. It is likewise by virtue of this right that they will be the ones 
to decide wlial specific limitations are to be placed on the exercise 
of their mdqxndcncc. fo: their own good, for that of then own 
society, or that of all humanity It is also by virtue of this right that 
the Congo will fredy dctciminc what sort of relations it will have 
with Belgium. 

Genuine independence within the intcidcpendence of free nations, 
the total liberation of the Congo from every form of guardianship: 





66 ACCRA CONFERENCE 


that is what oui people aspire to, and this is what it is incumbent 
upon sincere patriots to proclaim in the lull light of day 
It would be a shame, a great shame, for the inhabitants of this 
country — and above all for the Belgian administration — if the 
Congo were to continue to be subjected to tlie rule of a colonial 
empire at a time when enlightened work! opinion condemns the 
domination of one people by .mother 
The work of colonization undertaken by Belgium in the Congo 
must be limited in time and in space. In our opinion, this limit has 
been more than attained. 

We want to free ourselves in order to collaborate with Belgium 
in freedom, equality, and dignity. Collaboration is not possibk when 
the relationship is one of subjugation I he Congolese must enjoy the 
immediate and tola) exercise of fundamental freedoms uni every ><>it 
of political, administrative, private,and public right 
We do not exclude the possibility that a confident, fiuitlul, and 
lasting collaboration between the Congo anil Belgium or between 
the black and white inhabitants of this country can be ctlccud once 
WO li I'.' won "'ll independence. Belgians, like any otlwr foreign rtsi 
dents, will continue to live in the Congo Hut this collaboration will 
be possible only if Belgium understands, from this das forward, the 
Congolese people's wishes for dignity and freedom, anil if site docs 
not inordinately delay their liberation but voluntarily unices to put 
an end to the colonialist regime. 

Not can the independence that we demand in the name of peace 
be considered by Belgium as a gift; on rise contrary, it is a question 
of the enjoyment of a right that the Congolese pcopk have lost 
We rightfully appreciate the contribution that Belgium, the Bel 
gians, and foieigncts have made to the development of the Congo. 
The progress nude thus far in the economic and social field sutpasses 
that of certain other countries, as we have seen with our own eyes. 
But where the shoe pinches is the fact that the Belgian government 
has neglected the political emancipation of the Congolese, and the 
hcttciing of the lot of the black woman. In this area our country lags 
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quite tar behind, since less developed countries than ours already 
enjoy freedom or art on the way to doing so. 

It is this gap that we wish to overcome without delay. 

We regret the tendency of the Belgian administration to force the 
Congolese to be what u vints them to be rather than what they 
want lobe We likewise regret the policy whereby the Congolese ate 
granted only those tights that the government is willing to measuie 
out drop by drop, as an act of chanty nthtt than as legitimate rights 
that nationals are demanding. 

Did Kuropran and Western nationalists act any differently in 
their struggle foi the independence of their respective countries? 

Let tliem answer this question. 

1 he arguments oft t that an thrown in the face ol .ill those 
fighting for freedom strike us as moves to intimidate us. 

Moreover, the notion of Belgian sovereignly in the Congo must 
also disappear from tin colonialist vocabulary. Hie Congo is not 
B.lg.111 property, it is a country like any other, and it must enjoy 
sovereignty just ;tv Belgium docs. 

I In Congolcvc State will lie founded on the equality, the soli 
daniy, and the fraternity of all Congolese. 

We aic pleased to note that the resolutions of the conference are 
identical with the view* of 0111 movement. 

As a matter of quite secondary importance, we protest against the 
report that has appeared in the press stating that the conference 
ended in confusion. 

I his report, which m oui eyes const i t ute a move to sabotage the 
conference, is far from king the truth of the matter. On the con 
Iran, the conference aided 111 j manner that pleased and delighted 
all the delegations. 

Ladies and gentlemen, as you can see, Africa is irrevocably engaged 
m a merciless struggle against the colonizer for its liberation. Let our 
compatriots join us in order to serve the national cause more cficc 
lively and cany out the will of a people seeking to free itself from the 
chains of paternalism and colonialism. 
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The Congolese people must awaken from their slumber and look 
forw ard to our independence and our freedom. 

The Congo is our homeland. It is our duty to make this homeland 
greater and more beautiful. 

In conclusion, we invite you to raise your voices with us: long hvc 
the Congo, long live the National Movement! 

On January .j, 1959, serious outbreaks of violence took place in 
Leopoldville, and several dozen people died in the resulting repre, 
sion. T hit riot HUS as sudden as a clap of thunder in the Congolese 
"oasis of peace," and the Belgian press was greatly disturbed. The 
leaders of the Abako were arrested 

On January 13, King Baudouin and the Belgian government foot 
a position on the political and administrative future of the Congo 
"We have today resolved to lead the peoples of the Congo toward 
independence in prosperity and peace.'" 

On February 1 3. Lumumba >enf this note In the minuter of the 
Congo. 


THREE DEMANDS Ob THE CONGOLESE 
NATIONAL MOVEMENT 

1. Elections by Universal Suffrage 

At this moment, when the administration is studying the measures 
necessary to carry out the reforms that base been envisaged, the 
Congolese National Movement demands, with regard to the ckc 
tions, a system of presentation of plurinominal lists and organisation 
of the elections on the communal level. This must also be done in 
the districts and territories. 

'Hie MNC is opposed to a system that would divide communes 
into small voting districts and precincts 

2. The Constitution of the Superior Council and the Legislative 
Council 

The population as a whole would like to know when the Superior 


Council (the future Chamber of Deputies] and the Legislative Coun¬ 
cil 'the future Senate of the Congo] arc to be set up; it docs not 
understand win tliat government has set a date for the constitution 
of lower-level councils and not for higher bodies. 

'I lie setting of a date for the constitution of higher bodies is of 
capital importance for the inhabitants; it is the only step that will 
cam the trust of each of them. 

We believe that on the psychological plane it is to the govern¬ 
ment's complete advantage to set this date. 

3. I he Creation of a Commission for Political Development 

In order that the policy envisaged may lie better oriented, the 
Congolese National Movement requests that a political commission, 
m winch Congolese will actively participate, be set up in Leopold¬ 
ville. 

This commission, which will function independently of the Con- 
goV-w administration, will be entrusted with the task of seeing that 
the m I' rigorous!) implemented and of suggesting directly 

to the minuter any sort of solution it considers useful in order to 
speed up tlic dcatio i of the institutions envisaged in the govern- 
ment's declaration. 

I he development of political organizations went ahead apace in 
the Congo, and parties multipliesI But Lumumba seas almost the 
only leader who remained convinced that international contacts 
were a precious and wry effective aid in the struggle of the Con • 
gole-e people. He therefore decided to leave for Ibadan (Nigeria), 
where on March a he addressed the closing session of the Inter¬ 
national Seminar, organized by the Congress for the Freedom of 
Culture and by the University of Ibadan. 

AFRICAN UNITY AND NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE 

I thank the Congress for Freedom and Culture and the University 
of Ibadan for the kind invitation they extended me to attend this 
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international conference, where the fate of our beloved Africa is 
being discussed. 

It has been most gratifying to me to meet here a number of Afii 
can ministers, men of letters, labor union leaders, journalists, and 
international figures interested in the problems of Africa. 

It is through these person-to-person contacts, through meeting* 
nf this sort, that African leaders can get to know each other ami 
draw closer together in order to create that union that is indispen¬ 
sable for the consolidation of African unity. 

In fact, the African unity so ardently desired by all those who acc 
concerned about the future of this continent will be possible ami 
will be attained only if those engaged in politics and tin- leaders of 
OUI respective countries demonstrate a spirit of solidarity, concord, 
and fraternal collaboration in the pursuit of the common good of 
our peoples. 

rhat IV why the union of all patriots is indispensable, especially 
during this period of struggle and liberation. 

I he aspirations «*f '"hmued and enslaved peoples M cvuyiht n 
the same; their lot too is the '.line. Moreover, the .lim* pui'iicd by 
nationalist movements m any African territory ate also the same 
The common goal is the liberation of Africa from 11k colonialist 
yoke. 

Since our objectives arc the same, we will attain tlicm more easily 
and more rapidly through union than through division. 

These divisions, which the colonial powers have always exploited 
the better to dominate us, have played an important role — and arc 
still playing that role — in else suicide of Africa. 

How can we extricate ourselves from this impasse? 

In my view, there is only one way: bringing all Africans together 
in popular movements or unified parties. 

All tendencies can coexist within these parties bringing all na¬ 
tionals together, and each will have its say, both in the discussion of 
problems facing the country and in the conduct of public affairs. 


A genuine democracy will be at work within these parties and each 
one will base the satisfaction of expressing its opinions freely . 

The more closely united we are. the- better we will resist oppres¬ 
sion, corruption, and those divisive maneuvers which experts in the 
policy of "divide and lule" are resorting to. 

I his wish to have unified parties or movements in our young 
countries must not be interpreted as a tendency toward political 
monopoly or a certain brand of dictatorship. We ourselves are 
against despotism and dictatorship. 

I wish todnm c\uvor.e > attention to the fact that it is the height 
of wisdom to thwart Irom the very outset any possible maneuvers on 
the part of those who would like to profit from our apparent political 
rivalriee m ordci to set ut against each other and thus delay our free 
mg ourselves from the colonialist regime. 

I xpenetKe proses that in our African territories the opposition 
that certain people create in the name of dtmociacy is often not in 
spiral by a concern for the common welfare; u tlunt for glory and 
the furthering of personal interests arc the principal, if not the only, 
motives for this. 

It it only when we have won the independence of oui countries 
and when our democratic institutions are stabilized that the existence 
of a pluralist political system will be justified. 

'I"he existence of an intelligent, dynamic, and constructive opposi¬ 
tion it inditpcnsahJc in order to counterbalance the political and 
administrative action of the government in power. But this moment 
docs not appear to lute arrived yet. and dividing our efforts today 
would be to render our country a disservice. 

All our compatriots must be persuaded that they will not serve the 
general interest of the country if they arc divided or if they foster 
such divisions, any more than they would serve it by balkanizing our 
country and partitioning it into weak little states. 

Once the territory was balkanized, it would be difficult to achieve 
national unity again. 
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Calling for African unify and then destroying its very foundations 
is hardly proof of a genuine desire for such unity. 

In the struggle that we arc peacefully waging today to win our 
independence, we do not intend to drive Europeans out of this 
continent or seize their possessions or persecute them. We arc not 
pirates. 

On the contrary, we respect individuals and the rights of others to 
wellbeing. 

The one thing we arc determined to do — and we would like 
others to understand us — is to root out colonialism and imperialism 
from Africa. We have long suffered and today we want to breathe 
the air of freedom. The Creator has given us this share of the earth 
that goes by the name of the African continent; it belongs to m 
and we are its only masters. It 1* our right to mike tin* continent a 
continent of justice, law, and peace. 

Ml 1'i At 1 1 : i ' -a g ed in a m arital struggle a.- 

colonialism and imperialism We wish to bid farewell to the rule ol 
slavery and bastardization that has -•» severely wronged us Any pen 
pic that oppresses another people is neither civilized nor Christian. 

The West must free Africa as soon as possible. 

The West must examine its conscience today and recognize tl*c 
light of each colonized territory to freedom and dignity. 

If the colonialist governments promptly understand out aspira 
tions, we will negotiate with them, but if they stubbornly insist on 
considering Africa their possession, we will he obliged to consider the 
colonizers the enemies of our emancipation. Under these circum¬ 
stances, we w ill regretfully cease to be friends with them. 

I hereby publicly take it upon myself to thank all those Europeans 
who have spared uu effort to help onr peoples improve their lot. All 
humanity will be grateful to them for the magnificent mission of 
humanization and emancipation they arc carrying nut in certain parts 
of Africa. 

We do not want to cut ourselves off from the West, for wx arc 


quite aware that no people in the world can be self-sufficient. We 
arc altogether in favor of friendship between races, but the West 
must respond to our appeal. 

Westerners must understand that friendship is not possible when 
the relationship between us is one of subjugation and subordination. 

The disturbances that are occurring at present in certain African 
territories will continue to occur if the administrative powers do not 
put an end to the colonial regime. This is the only possible path 
to genuine peace and friendship between African and European 
peoples. 

We have m imperative need for financial, technical.. scientific 

jkI from the Wttt limed at rapid economic development and the 
stabilization of our societies 

Hm the capital our countries need must be invested in the form of 
|| aid between natfcmi NWOMl government* will give this 
fort ign capital every rent of guaiautce it wishes 

I he Western technicians to whom we make an urgent appeal will 
come to Africa not to dominate us but to serve and aid our countries. 

Buropeom must reoogn ia ind come to accept the idea that the 
liberation movement that we .11c engaged in throughout Africa is 
nut directed against them, nor against their possessions, nor against 
•hoi prisons, but purely ami simply (gainst the regime of exploita¬ 
tion and enslavement that arc no longer willing to tolerate. If 
they agree lopti immediifeeud to thia regime instituted by their 
predecessors, we will live in friendship and brotherhood with them. 

A twofold effort must l>c made to hasten tire Industrialization of 
our various regions and the economic development of the country. 
To this end. we address an appeal to friendly countries to send us 
an abundance of capita) and many technicians. 

lire lot of black workers must be appreciably improved. The wages 
they cam at present arc dearly insufficient. The dire poverty of the 
working classes is the source of many of the social conflicts that exist 
at present in our countries. Labor unions have a great role to play in 
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this regard, the role of protectors and educators. It is not enough 
merely to demand a raise in wages; there is also 3 great need to edu 
cate workers in order that they may become conscious of their pro 
fcssional, civic, and social obligations, and also acquire a dear con 
ception of their rights. 

On the cultural plane, the new African states must make a sellout 
effort to further African culture. We have a culture all our own, un 
paralleled moral and artistic values, an art of living and patterns of 
life that are oms alone All these African splendor, must be jealous;, 
preserved and developed. We will borrow from Western civilization 
what is good and beautiful and reject what is not suitable for u. 
This amalgam of African and European civilization will give Africa 
a civilization of .1 new type, in authentic civilization corresponding 
to African realities. 

Efforts must also be made to free Our peoples ptychologtcalh A 
certain conformism is noticeable 0:1 the part of many intellectuals 
and its origins arc well known 

Ibis conformism stems from the moral pressures and the icpriv.lv 
to which black intellectuals hav e often been subjected. I he minute 
they have told the truth, the) hiv 1 been called du f ew revolu¬ 
tionaries. xcnophobcs, provocateurs elements that must he closely 
watched, and so on. 

These moves to intimidate us and cormpt our moral, must tease. 
We need genuine literature ami a free press that brings the opinion 
of the people to light, rather than more propaganda leaflets and a 
muzzled press. 

I hope that the Congress for Freedom and Culture will aid us 
along these lines. 

We hold out a fraternal hand to the West. Let it todav gist proof 
of the principle of equality and friendship between rates that its 
sons hast always taught us as we sat at our desks in school, a pnn 
ciplc written in capital letters in the Univczsal Declaration of the 
Rights of Man. Africans must be |ust as free as other citizens of the 


human familv to enjoy the fundamental liberties set forth in this 
declaration and the nghts proclaimed in (lie United Nations 
Charter. 

The period of racial monopolies is now at jii end. 


African solidarity must tjkc concrete form in facts and acts. We 
must form a bloc- in order to demonstrate our brotherhood to the 
world. 

In order to do so. I suggest that governments that have already 
won their independence give every possible aid and support to 
couutnes that arc not vet independent. 

In order to further cultural exchanges and the rapprochement of 
French-speaking and English-speaking countries, the teaching of 
i Mnth and I 1 1 li liould he made compulsory in all African 
schools A knowledge- nf both these languages will put an end to the 

difficulties of communication that French-speaking and EngWih 
speaking Africans encounter when they meet. This is an important 
factor for their interaction. 

Tcnitunal barriers must also be done away with so that African* 
mas travel freely between the various African stales. 

Scholarship* should also be set up for students in the dependent 
territories. 

I want to take advantage of the opportunity here oflcicd me to 
pas ho;mi publicly to l)r Kwamc N'Krunuh and Mi. Sekou Tour* 
for having succeeded in liberating our brothers in Charm and 
Guinea. 

Africa will not be truly free and independent as King as anv part 
of this continent remains under foreign domination. 

I conclude my remarks with this passionate appeal: 

Africans, let us nse up! 

Africans, let us unite! 

Africans, let us wall hand in hand with those who want to help 
us make this beautiful continent a continent of freedom and justice! 
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At this juncture the Congolese political parties were divided on 
the questions of federalism and <1 united front. On March 9. Min¬ 
ister van Heme/rijck had decided to free the leaden of the Abako, 
but this party remained resolutely determined to promote the estab¬ 
lishment of the Republic of the Central Kcngo.Eight organizations 
decided at this point to hold the first congress of the Unitarian par¬ 
ties in Luluabourg, April 9-12. The position taken by Lumumba 
and his followers wtu supported by I/eo and Kalonji, among others 
As the congress of Luluabourg ended, Lumumba declared 

Two essential points line emerged. The fact, first of all, tint the 
assembly unanimously proclaimed itself to be in favor of the unity 
of the Congo and I lie constitution of a Unitarian government This 
position, which was accepted b<, everyone, i 1 certain, from this day 
forward, to thwart the maneuvers of certain persons who have often 
recommended the establishment of federal states, which sso. bound 
to lead to a rapid "balkanization" of the Congo. Hus is one capital 
point, Tin second principal point is that the congress likewise pro 
nouitCCd itself unanimously in favor of the establishment of a Con¬ 
golese government in January 1961. 

As is char from the government statement of January 13. the 
"new policy" of Belgium took the form of unilaterally imposing 
IHAWWMS aimed at the democratization and the subsequent au 
tonomy of the Congo. Congolese political groups soon afterward 
demanded mutual consultations, and then genuine negotiations, to 
determine the future of the country. I his was the case, among 
others, in the texts draw n up by the leaders of the Al>iko in Brussels 
on March 16 and at the end of April 

fu a similar vein, on April 20. 1959, the InterfldiWalc specifically 
stated in its memorandum■ "It is necessary to study the means of 
putting the declaration of January 13 info effect, through commis¬ 
sions including Congolese from all over the country and Belgians 


from Africa and from Belgium." On April 21, Lumumba again de¬ 
manded political negotiation. 

Folio*mg the deliberations of the congress and the resolutions 
tlu: have been adopted, we arc now counting 011 negotiating with 
Belgium; w» hope that ‘lie will lx sufficiently on the alert and vig¬ 
ilant enough to admit the necessity and the legitimacy of these 
negotiations that we wish to cmhaik upon 111 the name of the Con¬ 
golese people. It must not be forgotten that the superior interests 
of Belgium arc at stake It can no longci be denied that the political 
organizations that now cvisi 111 the Congo, which have just stated 
then position it the conclusion of the deliberations that wc have 
attended, are representative of black opinion. To refuse to grunt 
these political organizations the dialogue and the negotiations that 
thes are seeking in the name of peace would he to disappoint nut 
only ‘hose who can help Belgium cam out its ness policy, but also 
all tlr • the population who have expressed their cortfi 

dcncc in the leaders of these organizations. A refusal by Belgium to 
negotiate with these leaders would be catastrophic. 

On April 22. 1939, at the invitation of the Cerda du Libre 
Exomen (the (Job of Free EvmnirMfion), Patrice Lumumba de¬ 
livered a long lecture, followed by a debate, at the Free University 
of Brussels. Three days later, on April 23, the president of the Con 
Sdnt SationaI Movement continued his report in a speech de¬ 
livered to the Amir de Presence A fricaint. If is the second speech 
that it published below The opening remarks of this message have 
been lost, however, due to a technical error at the time the speech 
was recorded. 

Lumumba gave numerous lectures in Belgium, all of which were 
attended by sizable audiences He enjoyed making contact with the 
"tost diverse sorts of groups, and fiercely refused fo allow himself 
to be coopted by any one group or party. 
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THE CONGO OF TOMORROW 

Wc have capable men who arc just waiting foe a chance to get to 
work. I visited Guinea recently: there arc eleven ministers in the 
government, and seven state secretaries who have ministerial status. 
Only three of these eighteen ministers have studied at a univ. 
the others have finished high school, held jobs, and acquired a cer¬ 
tain amount ot experience, and the government of Guinea has 
brought in French technicians to help it in the field of lavs, eco^ 
nonucs, agronomy, and every other area of activity. So I think it it 
possible today to set up a Congolese governm. nt. 

We have chosen January 1961 as our deadline. We thus have two 
years in which to prepare ourselves, and wc ire convinced that two 
years from now wc will be in a position to lake over the tcsponsi 
blitics of running our country, with the Belgians working side by 
side with us to help us and guide our footsteps If Belgium under 
stands us. if Belgium lakes tluv fervent desire- the desire of the 
Congolese |>coplc — into consideration, she will be entitled to 0111 
friendship, The people will aee foi themselves that when (be proper 
moment came and we decided wc were capable of self rule, the 
Belgians did not stand in our way. On the contrary’: thev will haw 
helped and guklcd us. I he question of the future relations between 
Belgium mid the Congo will resolve itself automatically I here will 
be no difficulty whatsoever. Wc arc the ones to say iook, we still 
need Belgium in this field of endeavor, wc still need European tech- 
m i nis. But if the Belgian people, the Belgian government. refuse 
to take mu demands into consideration, what will happen as .1 re 
suit? The government perpetuates bitterness and fosters a climate 
of contiini.il discontent, and whatever the Belgians ma\ say. what¬ 
ever their wishes in the matter may be. wc arc going to gain our 
independence, tome what may. In the end the Congolese people 
are liable to say: "Belgium has always been opposed to our emanci¬ 
pation. We’ve bail enough of that now. we’re going our own sep- 




ante wav . ." And that is precisely the problem. Everyone — the 
financiers, the colonialists — keeps asking for guarantees. But such 
guarantees depend entirely on them, because winning our independ¬ 
ence docs not mean that we are going to seize property belonging to 
Belgians; we arc not thieves, we respect other people’s property. It is 
a matter of a gentleman’s agreement with the status of an inter 
national right; when any citizen findv himself in another country, 
his property and hiv person must lx protected. This is the problem 
as wc see it. 

So today wc want our country to be independent. Wc want to 
run our country now so that we may draw up agreements between 
an independent Congo and an independent Belgium on an equal 
footing, and thus foster friendship lx tween these two peoples. 

I am veev happy to meet young Belgians here who share our ideas, 
progressive young Belgians who agree with us, who will help press 
for Congolese independence tomorrow ,md ate |oining forces with 
uv. I his is encouraging. It |>rom that they are dissatisfied, that they 
disapprove of the attitude of certain Belgians in the Congo today I 
do not want to make any sort of sweeping general statement: there 
are Belgians m tiic Congo — certain civil servants, certain colonists, 
certain doctors, certain missionaries— who have always treated 
Africans in a dignified wav But they arc no more than a minority. 
Why arc rise majonty opposed’ Belgians in the Congo believe th.il 
when the blacks get their mdqxiKlcncc tomorrow, they are going to 
$eixc every thing Belgians own. This is still the usual reaction among 
typx-al Europeans, even after the new policy, even after the declara¬ 
tion on January 15. They keep saving! "These ate the blacks who 
arc going to take our p!accs tomorrow’, and w'heic will that put ut? 
Where will we go?” That is the reaction of all these colonists. There 
are a few today who are willing to change, and there arc also those 
who refine to do so. who arc even sabotaging the policy that lias 
just been lard down by Belgium — so seriously tint there is general 
discontent in the Congo today And we must have the courage to 
denounce these plots, these maneuvers that are taking shape in the 
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Congo. There arc still certain Europeans who arc determined to 
divide blacks, to set one against the other. Here in Belgium certain 
Africans have been gulled into making declarations ami attacking 
certain sectors of the population. 

We want to secure our independence through the united effort of 
all. We want the Belgians to put a stop to their divisive policy. We 
must understand each other, and they must join forces with uv Thii 
is how sve can build a Congolese nation, through the friendship of 
all. I think — I am m fact convinced, and optimistic enough to 
(relieve that despite everything, despite the ir.'iilts, the moves to 
intimidate us. the threats that have been made, ssc have chosen the 
path 'si "ill follow and the sort of struggle sve will wage, one tlur 
will continue to be nonviolent, and I believe that the events of Jan¬ 
uary fourth will not lie repeated. We ton-decry violence. We have 
chosen just one weapon for our struggle, and that weapon is non¬ 
violence, because we believe that whatever tlic goal, it ran be 
reached by peaceful means. ’I bat is what our struggle represents, 
and that is why I call foe the moral support of every friend of hu¬ 
manity, of all those who believe that every human being, whatever 
the color of his skin, whatever Ins sucial status, can and must enjov 
the 'line freedoms as every other citizen of Irumanitv [App/uuw 

Q Can you say a few words about the lies your movement has 
with other parties which have the same atm in the Congo, if there 
arc any such? 

A Our tics arc tics of friendship and fraternal collaboration with 
all parties and groups that are pursuing tlic Mine objective wx arc. 
Small political parties do exist today. There arc a great many being 
formed every day, and throughout all this, there has been constant 
conniving by Europeans, who keep urging the Congolese to create 
little political parlies that will spring up like mushrooms — their 
one purpose being to cause confusion. In order to put a stop to these 
maneuvers, sve organized a congress at Luluabourg to which all the 
political parties were invited, and sve explained to everyone that wx 


were all pursuing the same objective: serving the general interest of 
the country. Since our ami is one and the same, that is to say the 
liberation of the country, rhe independence of the country, why 
should we be divided’ 

We therefore formed a Common Front and passed a resolution 
providing for the independence of the Congo and the establishment 
d* • Congolese government m January 1961. All the political parties 
signed the resolution and came out in favor of this deadline, and 
we set a date for the second congress, which is to take place in 
OctolicT of this year, for the express purpose of drawing up an 
ekctoral platform, so that where there .ue one, two, or three political 
pirtici in the same locality, a single electoral list can he drawn up. 

ices when tbl u is Old} I n< |urts IQCh as ours, which lllOM) 
lus local chapters throughout the Congo, this party will stand for 
election all by itself All this obviously is .1 united front foi the 
attainment of nil! fr«doms. 

Q N,r l-umumha, what was the opinion of Africans at this point 
regarding the role that they would lie called on to play and would 
III. to play m activities organized on .m international basis —1 am 
thinking in particular of the United Nations, of specialized institu* 
tK*» such as UNESCO, the World Health Organization, the Inter 
national Labor Organization, and mi forth I would like to ask you 
two questions: Many of us would like to know who is discussing 
iIk-sc problems in Africa at this time What measures have been 
taken thus far by the Belgian government and by Africans them 
selves with regard to this question? Do Africans hear it discussed on 
the radio’ For example, have basic texts, in particular texts relative 
to the Declaration of the Rights of Man, been translated into any 
of the African languages? 

In your opinion and that of many Africans, it would he useful if 
certain relations were established between the Belgian Parliament 
and the leaders of the various Congolese political parties. In some 
countncs — in England in particular — certain organizations that 
have no connection with the government have managed to organize 
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such contacts even though they Have very limited financial means, 
the African Bmcau in London, lor example, the aim ol which is to 
put Africans in touch with members ol the British Parliament with¬ 
out regard to party affiliations. A sort of nucleus of members of 
Parliament has thus been formed to consider African and colonial 
questions. I would appreciate it very much if you would discuss for 
a moment how useful you think such relations would be to both 
patties when sou speak of the relations between Congolese political 
leaders and members of the Belgian Parliament. 

A With regard to the United Nations and specialized institu¬ 
tions, the Congolese populace has absolutely no knowledge cither 
of the program they have for tin Congo or of discussions concerning 
it. Very often the only people who have any information arc a 
handful of intellectuals who have access to certain A moments « 
pick up a piece of information he tv and there. The gosernment has 
no plans for a news program on the subject. We studied this prob 
lem when the Committee of the Pan-African Conference met re 
ccntly .it Conakry, and I nude a public statement to be transmitted 
to the United Nations urging that a change lx mlt to Urn United 
Nations Charter along these lines, since there is a scry clear distmc 
lion between tmst territories and noiiautonoinom lunmucv In the 
ease of trust territories, such as tlic Came room, TogoLind. and 
Rwanda Burundi, a United Nations Commission on rrusteeship 
goes out to interview the chiefs and the population and question 
them firsthand about theta aspirations and possible comp la in ts 
There is thus permanent surveillance of these territories. But in the 
Congo and the other nonautonomous territories, there is no such 
surveillance, and each time, for example, that Belgium or any other 
country is questioned on the subject, the reply is that these arc 
internal affairs." Obviously certain abuses can thus be camouflaged, 
and we have said: it is not because these Africans were colonized 
by Germans, who were later drisen out by others, that thes ire now 
the ones best colonized; it's because they’ve come under the trustee¬ 
ship of the United Nations. And we have asked that all African 
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territories have the same status. It should he possible to make such 
a change in the charter, because we arc as much human beings as 
the peoples of the other African lerritorics. There must be perma¬ 
nent surveillance by the United Nations in all the African territories. 
A definite date must be set. so that within two years all the African 
territories will become independent within the framework of inter¬ 
national peace set forth in the United Nations Charter. 

When 1 went to Paris, 1 tried to contact the representative of 
UNESCO and get specific information 111 this regard, because we 
have just ret up a permanent secretarial of the National Movement. 
We need to have tlie Specific information necessary to know what 
is going on at the United Nations and learn of its resolutions and 
investigations We will thus have an overall view of the problems 
that concern the Congo and Africa, for 0111 personal information, 
and I believe that I will he able to contact the proper persons. 
I here iv no pragum for tins pmposc on the part of the government. 
We therefore want to nuke .1 pcrson.il effort, for the entire popnla 
•ion m our country is eager to know what n happening in the United 
Nations and in the specialized organizations 

£? I believe that there are plans within the framework of the 
United Nations Information Service for other movements, privately 

organized outv. I fa gOVM. Dl mith organizations, political 

parties and so 011 ... and that in certain eases information is sent 
than. Do you know of any libraries or organizations that may have 
obtained such information? 

A. No. I do not know of any. What f do know is that most of 
tl»c libraries that have been set up in the Congo arc stale libraries, 
where as a matter of fact then is a certain amount of censorship. 
The only material put in these libraries is what the government 
wants put there, and the Congolese don't trust them. This is why 
the Congolese make very little use of any of the official libraries run 
by the administration; they prefer to order the books they want 
rather than visiting a library where the only tiring they find is novels 
or unimportant little books that don’t tell them anything. 
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As for contacts with members of Parliament. they are very im 
portant, because political parties, as they arc organized today, arc 
legitimate representatives of the opinion of the population These 
political parties must have the chance to be in constant contact 
with members of Parliament, to inform members of Parliament 
about the problems of the country and the future progress of flic 
country. The administration itself, however well intcntkmed it mas 
be, ii not m a position to know about the problems of the country, 
because very often, even when members of Parliament — the Labor 
Group — visit the Congo, they invite the tribal chieftains who ate 
the administration’s real intermediaries in to see them. and these 
tribal chieftains tell them only those things that will please tin ad 
miniitrator, the commandant of the district, and new say what 
they think 01 what the people think, vo that these members of 
Parliament me frequently misled, and the conclusions thev draw 
from their mission, from their visit to the Congo. <!<> not always 
reflect the opinion of the people But political parties, which have 
no tics to the government, which arc neutral, which really icptcunt 
the opinion ol the populace, could provide the Belgian Parliament 

Willi i;« i 111 i ..."im it . 11. Old thu II b neics'Jiv Ior Parliament to 

allow negotiations, to allow dialogues between its members and 
political leaden 

Q, I would like to know what in your opinion the psyclmlogical 
reaction was, on the one hand in white circles ami on the other 
hand in African circles, when Mr. Cornells* returned to the country . 

A. The reaction ol the Kuropc.ni population w-ai one of joy be 
cause it had demanded that Mr. Cornells remain in office. A (telega 
lion was even sent to meet with the minister and the king for this 
purpose. Petitions were circulated demanding that he be kept in 
office. As for the Congolese populace, I don't know what its psycho¬ 
logical reactions were, because at the time Mr. Corncliss mandate 
was confirmed, at the time he returned to the Congo. I was no 
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longer in the countty and thus could not tell you what the reaction 
of the Congolese people was. 

Q Mr. Lumumba, you spoke of the political education of the 
Congolese masses, which was definitely going to be initiated by the 
Congolese movement c* by tlie political parties. I would like to ask 
vou if you hast: a program for this and if you can describe it in more 
detail today. 

A Our program for this is to be carried out within the framework 
of the Congolese National Movement. We already have chapters in 
Leopoldville. We have a chapter in each community, and chapters 
have already been set up in many provinces of the Congo; this activ- 
its will continue down through the u.l «»f this year. We will thus 
have chapters in the capital city of each territory and in all the 
posts in the interior, and each time that speeches arc given or 
instructive discussions take place in any area, we will have them 
mimeographed. The chapters huh! general meetings, which educate 
Ibosc who take part in them. The members discuss the lecture and 
voice then objection, and we arc going to get the leaders to organize 
fru|iK ni dbcunions and Morautivc Udb within the framework of 
the local organizations. 

We line plans, of course, to publish a parly newspaper m the 
months to tome, which will serve .is .1 link between the party and 
its numbert. 

As for the problems of young people, we are also starting youth 
movements as of now-, for Congolese young people have been badly 
negated for the most part, and we must concern ourselves with 
recruiting and educating them. We will thus have chapters in each 
commune, in each distnet. a> well as an organization on the na¬ 
tional level. And we will also have women's chapters — there arc 
already some. Women have their own particular problems. In this 
way. we will be able to draw in all levels of the population, in¬ 
cluding women and young people, and advertise the programs of 
civic education for the people, so to speak, through newspapers and 
public reports In order to do this, I call on our students here in 
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Belgium. They should not only woik toward getting their own idu- 
calion; it would also be desirable for them to conduct certain stud¬ 
ies and send me suggestions during my stay here in Belgium or for¬ 
ward them to me in Leopolds ille Here in Belgium they have been 
able to follow the efforts to organize young people’s and women’s 
movements, and I believe they can provide reports on how this was 
done. We will have continuing discussions on the subject between 
univeisity students now in Europe and our organizations 111 the 
Congo. Very often too, when a person 1* coming home on vaca¬ 
tion, he will he able to write us and vie will go meet him when he 
arrives, introduce him at a meeting, and have him give a talk in the 
city on this subject or that. Hiis, it seems to me. iv how the con 
sciousness of each individual, of each intellectual, will be awakened. 

We must concern oui'clves more and more with this education 
of the populace. . . . 

(,>. (mr. ARUSMIIN, secretary genual of the League for the Rights 
of Man). The various Congolese political parties that met in Lu 
luabouig agreed to demand or recommend that .1 Congolese gov 
eminent he created and installed in office in January 1961 I would 
like to ask Mr. Lumumba whether in hi* opinion and that of his 
colleagues tins Congolese government will lie a government formed 
in a completely independent state of tlic Congo, or whether Ik cn 
visages an intciim form of government enjoying an autonomy that 
would be rather broad but not absolute and at the same time would 
remain within the framework of Belgian sovereignty, av was the cate 
in French Africa and in British Africa m particular? 

A. Oui position on this subject is scry definite. It is not a que- 
lion of a drastic and sudden break with the Belgi an administration, 
because vve know that in many areas we still need Belgium’s expert 
ence, but vvliat wc arc asking for is the establishment of a Congo¬ 
lese government in the month of January 1961. Once it is set up. it 
is this government which, through the voice of its legitimate repre 
sentatives, will study the final form: cither the adoption of total in¬ 
dependence or the continuation of ccTtain tics with Belgium. Let 


us suppose, for example, that wc do not have sufficient cadres at 
that time for defense, the army, or the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
as is quite possible, liven if the government is already set up, this 
aid could still be provided by Belgium. But all this obviously dc 
pends on the negotiations and the proposals that may be put be 
foie us by the Belgian Parliament, and 111 the light of the views ex¬ 
pressed at that time by each vide, I believe that a rational formula 
will be readied that will be mudi more advantageous to the Con¬ 
golese government. 

Q 1 mr AROXCTV1N). If I have rightly understood Mr. Lumumba’s 
view of the matter, he has in mind the establishment in January 
1961 of a government that will have sovereignty and negotiate on 
an equal footing with the Belgian government with regard to the 
final or future form of government in the Congo and the relations 
between Belgium and the Congo. 

Moreover, in the speech Mr. Lumumba delivered at the Univer¬ 
sity of Brussels, he declared in anvw-cr to a question concerning Mil- 
gun investments and interests in the Congo that, as he lias stated 
here, it wav .1 question neither of expropriation not of appropria¬ 
tion. but that once the Congolese government was set up, it would 
naturally, by virtue of its sovereignty, be the judge of which agree¬ 
ments previously entered into by the colonial power, without of 
course consulting the natives of the country, ought to he respected, 
and which agreements, in the view of the Congolese government, 
ought to be subjed to revision. I would like to ask him the follow¬ 
ing qiKvtion: 1 do not doubt for .1 moment the legitimacy of such 
a position But I would like to know if he docs not entertain cer¬ 
tain fcais as to tlu possibility of an economic crisis in the Congo if 
a situation of this sort is created, that is to say if .1 certain atmos¬ 
phere of insccuhty. at least from the economic point of view, be¬ 
comes widespread; and whether the Congo in such a ease might not 
rnn a certain risk of finding itself in the same situation that has 
confronted many countries in Eastern Europe, namely, having to 
proceed quite rapidly, with means that arc perhaps insufficient in 





88 I’lfclrNCE APR 1 CAINE SPEECH 


the beginning, from a position that from the economic point of 
view has advanced very slightly, to the development of a modem 
country; and if this process, the legitimacy of which I do not ques¬ 
tion for an instant, might not have as an almost inevitable conse¬ 
quence the entrenchment of what :s euphemistically called a "strong 
power" and which might also be called more or less of a dictator¬ 
ship. In certain African states that have recently been granted their 
independence, there are certain examples that might perhaps justify 
this fear — and I should like to ask whether this does not consti 
tutc a threat to the scrupulous respect of the rights of man in the 
Congo, at least in the first days of its existence as an independent 
nation, a problem that Mr. Lumumba has stated is of as senous 
concern to him as it is to us. 

A. I believe that 1 must speak freely ami frankly to you with tc 
g.ud to this subject. I have often questioned even ordinaiv work 
ingmen, and thus conducted a sort of public opinion poll, I have 
uttd them "When vre have won out fndep i ■■ . do yon lUal 

we will have to take this property hack?’ Their answer has been 
"No, why should wc take it hick? What wc want is our fn.dmn. 
We aren't interested in their property it all; the way w. see it. 
when wc arc independent conditions may well change, and wr 
may perhaps have more possibilities and he as rich as the Euro 
peant," 

1 don’t think there is any risk involved here, because in all hon 
esty I have often spoken with people from various classes of the 
population, and they have no intentions of this sort. But as you 
have lightly emphasized, it is possible that certain agreements that 
the colonial power has cntcicd into arc not compatible with the 
future development or the interests of the Congolese state and that 
a quite normal review of them will be undertaken, as Belgium or 
any other country in the world would do. 

But all this will be the subject of negotiations, of discussions, of 
agreements so that neither party is harmed. Even the security of in¬ 
vestments will depend on what the Belgian government docs to 
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hasten our attainment of self-determination. I can say to you: yes, 
I will give you guarantees. But if the people have the imptession to 
day that they are being persecuted, if they have the impression that 
Belgian power v.dics to delay their emancipation at any piice, then 
•lie day when rim people finally wins its sovereigntv by biute force, 
t^iere Will be a sort of vengeance because of the bitterness lint will 
hive been felt. "Tlut'% that," the people will say. " Ihese men arc 
wicked; wc have demanded our right, for years and they have never 
been willing to give them to us. It is through force or some sort of 
intervention that wc have won our mdc|>cndcncc; they weren't nice 
to us That is the truth, and as the minister said again yesterday, 
a matter of peoples feelings. But even though for the moment 
there has ban no recourse to violence and no hostility toward the 
Belgian adinimstnitioii, on the other hand there definitely are do 
minds befog made. Of the territories that ,11c already aUtOnoiTKHM, 
time ne .'•me Hi,.: .ire independent and others that arc presumably 
going to become vj, and it is to he hoped lh.it within .1 few yi.il* 
the entire tenilon will become independent. But what do wc see? 
I he Congo today tv one of the count lies faithcvt behind, one of the 
most backward count ties from the point of view* of political eman¬ 
cipation When one visits Brazzaville, winch is less advanced than 
UepoMnllc from evtq point view, one findl ..(ten, dqni 

tirv a prime minister who is an abbe. ... Bui there is absolutely 
nothing lx mg done 111 the Congo. I have the impression that the 
Belgians do not want to help 11s get ahead. So wc arc beginning to 
doubt Belgium's sincerity. 

But if w« now draw up a list of demands and Belgium says: "All 
right, we'll give you your autonomous government, hut wc want sc- 
cunts and don't want to lose what we've already invested in the 
Congo or what we're now willing to invest for economic develop¬ 
ment." then the people will be satisfied. When we first asked for 
our sovereignty, they helped us, and I readily admit that they 
closed their eyes to certain rules, if only for moral reasons. But these 
men will be compensated for the benefits they have extended ns; 
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we have reserved certain privileges for them Belgians will be given 
preference as regards investments and the hiring ol technicians. All 
this depends, however, on whether Belgium grants our wishes at 
this point. Otherwise all the rest will be resolved without any fear 
on out part. What I am expressing are my deepest feelings, and 
they arc the feelings of the people. Our feelings arc going to change 
if we are disappointed by the regime. 

y. You said yesterday that the population, which used to num 
her at least thirty million, has declined to five and a half million. 
What is the source of these figures? Who made such a population 
study in the past? 

A. I am happy to answer you. Head a work, entitled The Future 
of the Congo h Threatened, written In Mr. Dekommunc. one of 
the men who built the Congo. It is an okl work that can be found 
in the government’s official libraries. 

Q. Do you believe that the Congolese masses arc teallv inter¬ 
ested in the political problem you have |ust tokl us about? Isn’t 
their confidence in you simply .1 desire to regain their dignity? 

A. All the Congolese masses, both those in the big cities and 
those in the interior, arc actively interested in this problem They 
ate far more revolutionary, in fact, than we ate I hcv arc fearful 
they arc afraid of reprisals — but they arc behind us. Tin masses do 
not always dare express themselves and present their demands to a 
police commissioner or an administrator, but when we go among 
them, it is they who urge us on; they want to go ahead moth faster 
Ilian we do. But as reasonable men, we think this over and do not 
agree, we believe that it will take at least. . . 

Q. Arc you going to seem to be some sort of traitors in the eyes 
of the masses if you try to put the brakes on a little? 

A. Not at all, because it is onr duty to educate, to inform these 
masses and tell them: "We quite agree, your desire is legitimate, 
but there arc difficulties." And the mas>cs understand and follow 
IIS. 


Q. Would the Congolese National Movement allow whites to 
join its ranks? 

A. The MNC is not an antiwhitc movement. It is not racist. If 
a sincere European, whose intentions we were certain of, wanted 
to join our movement, the committee would study the question 
ar.d then decide But we naturally cannot accept opportunists or 
spits in our ranks whose only reason for coming to us would he to 
attempt to subvert the movement 

Q Is it difficult to know whtthei Europeans arc sincere? 

A We know whether they are 01 not, because the Europeans 
who arc in the Congo have been there foi a number of years. We 
know how they behave toward Africans And if this European or 
that has always been friendly toward Africans, there is no problem, 
we accept him But if we know that he hav always been a reaction- 
ary who b against om emancipation and is now coining to us only 
out of a sort of opportunism, we arc perfectly aware that it is 
hypocrisy. 

Q \ petson who waa unable to attend the lecture has sent in a 
question that we ate going to ask in its final resolutions, the Accra 
• m;l in favor of the total independence 
of Africa by i<fo Hut not all the African territories will be freed 
of colonial guardianship by that date. This will obviously be I he 
cave in tin Congo I hey will thus be going counter to the lesolu 
trim. As a member of Ihc Permanent Committee of Accra, can you 
tell US whether it has envisaged any sort of action, any measures to 
hasten the indqxiKkncc of these various territories? What arc 
these measures — either overt or covert? 

A. Obviously, categorical resolutions were passed, and there were 
representative- nf almost al! the already independent states at the 
Accra Conference. There were also representatives of certain inter¬ 
national powers. And the Permanent Committee is there to see 
that this policy is applied in the various territories. That is why, in 
the ease of South Africa for example-, where we know there has 
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been notorious had faith, when there is not much reason to hope 
for the liberation of the Africans who live there; a boycott was de¬ 
clared, and it was decided that economic pressure would be brought 
to bear so that there would be a boycott of merchandise coming 
into or out of South Africa be all the independent states that might 
take pait in economic exchanges. Certain Western states aho agree 
with us and are going to act along the same lines, without perhaps 
taking a public stand. Moral pressure will likewise be exerted. Peo¬ 
ple arc going to think and say that exploitation is now out of the 
question, that the United Nations now exists, that international 
forums now exist. 'These people will have anonymous abuse heaped 
upon them. People will likewise become aware of the fact that po 
litical enslavement on the domestic scene is now out of the ques 
tion and that they must free themselves 
So I think that these civilizing, Christian states arc eventuate 
going to realize that it is not at all i then interests to use force to 
peipetuatc a policy that is bound to collapse sooner or later despite 
all their efforts I he interests of such powers do not lie in domi¬ 
nating these peoples politically, but in giuiantccmg the economic 
interests of financiers, of merchants, of all those who have invested 
money in the Congo I liavi talked with lots of them who tell me: 
“Mr. Lumumba, you can have your economic independence tumor- 
low. We approve of tluv Mu only thing were concerned about h 
nuking sure that our investments in the Congo will be safe and we 
will not be harmed. As for your political independence, the mo 
ment we arc assured that everything will be all right, we ourselves 
will put pressure on the government to give you your independence, 
because mice a government iv independent, capital ii much more 
secure than when people ate 'till thinking: ‘What’s going to hap 
pen tomorrow; what's going to happen later on’’" 

I visited Guinea and saw Frenchmen who told me: “Mr. Lu¬ 
mumba, we arc better of: now than we were under the old French 
administration. Our interests arc better versed by the African ad¬ 
ministration than by the old French functionaries. And now that 
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the state is independent, the government even docs ns favors that 
the colonial regime never did.” And 1 have heard the same sort of 
thing in Ghana. And I have also seen a number of requests on the 
part of Frenchmen who once feared that the Guineans would go 
on ihe rampage and seize their property. All this is a reminder that 
though they left the country on the eve of independence, and even 
afterward, they have now begun to ask the government to allow 
them to return to Guinea. I saw a number of requests of this sort 
m the ministries. And I do not believe that -it prevent there is any 
civilized country capable of systematically planning to enslave these 
people despite everything. I don't think, 1 don't believe, there is 
any such country — except perhaps South Africa or Portugal. 

|ia\ van ucwit. In the ease of South Africa, it must be said 
that there arc still several important political figures in Belgium 
who arc good friends of the leaders in South Africa, who arc often 
well received here, ami om list of accusations must include the fact 
that m the United Nations and in the I'rustccship Commission 
B< Igium In. too often been the only one to side with South Africa 
wlicn it came to voting on a number of motions for the liberation 
of tin: African people' madi b> the Afro-Asiatic countries. This 
■Ml be iccorded in the black book again.I Belgian policy on the 
international plane. I know that there have not been very many of 
us who hive denounced this paternalist attitude of Belgium in the 
United Nations down through the \cat>. hut I believe that we must 
continue to point this out and above all hope that it will come to 
an end and that in the future we will not see the Belgian delegates 
on the Trusteeship Commission side with South Africa too fie 
quentk when votes arc taken. 

I’aimcf LUMUMBA. In this regard, I shall take the liberty of 
saying that 1 definitely recall the times Belgium voted in favor of 
South Africa. This did Belgium's cause enormous damage in the 
Congo. When the press reported it. I heard Africans in all the 
cafes saying: “Belgium is siding with South Africa, and this proves 
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that 'he is living lo institute the same policy in the Congo, we’ve 
already seen signs of it in Katanga, where these people want to 
create a second South Africa." This did Belgium's cause immense 
harm in the minds of the populace, and people looked with gTeat 
disfavor on Belgium for having sided w ith such a power became it 
was imperialist, ill order to maintain its position in certain tetn- 
torics. Very often during my travels in Africa, I have met Africans 
of independent countries who attend UN meetings and who have 
told me: "Belgium is a bad power.” Every time a power i< censured 
for its bad colonial administration, even in the ease of France, Bel¬ 
gium has ah* IV voted oil that power's side. And these colonialist 
powers form a bloc within the United Nations in order to defend 
their position at all times. TTriS has done Belgium's cause enormous 
harm and it may have caused repercussions in the Congo. What 
yon have pointed out so clearly i. of such great importance that I 
believe that Belgium ought to be careful, because everything she 
docs in the United Nations is watched very closely by the people 
in I lie Congo. 

Q- I would nonetheless like to put Mr. Lumumba nniKwhat on 
hiv guard against this happy and |oyou» optimism Ire feeh with re¬ 
gard to the independence promised the Belgian Congo, and tdl 
him to be a bit wary of what he calls colonialism, whkh iv a force 
that is far from being dead I would therefore like to ask him if lie 
has any specific measures in mind in the Congo with regard to the 
whites thcic. I am going lo tell you in plain words that wlien peo¬ 
ple here in Belgium speak of the whites in the Congo, they say: 
"Their time has come, their death knell has sounded, they're going 
to lie 'kicked nut on their asses.'" This is the language you hear in 
the streets. 

I understand yom feeling and your view of the matter very well. 
I agree with them completely. But I believe that your movement 
should nonetheless apply a little pressure with regard to this aspect 
of the problem by telling the Belgians who are there — above all 
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the small fry, who, 3s you have put it so vscll, often fear for the 
stable situation they’ve created for themselves (the fact Dial their 
future is secure after two or three contracts) — that you don’t 
want to "kick them out" bag and baggage because you've seen 
enough of them, av they may imagine. 

I must say. in all truth, that I find you ovcioptimistic, since you 
seem to believe that independence is going to give the Congolese 
people llieir sovereignty. One question immediately arises. We must 
look at the course events will take. Lei us say that the Congolese 
Parliament is set up. You form a government and your Parliament 
pavsev new law*. It is an absolute fact that one of the first things 
you mint do is m ike sure that Congolese young people have a min¬ 
imum of education; this is something we have done litre too. If you 
wish lo emancipate your people, if you want to roisc then level, you 
must begin by teaching them to read and write. 

I lie *00*1 tiling, and perhaps tlm second pint is more impor 
taut Ilian the first, iv to raise the standard of living ol workers, and 
licrc I think you will soon come up against the colonialist powers 
that be, even if 11 icy arc not in your government, because to speak 
of "raising the standard ol living" is ibo K il of ''cutting down 
the dividends' and thus the profit on cjpital invested by the gieat 
Belgian trusts, such as the notorious Union Mi nitre in Katanga, to 
mention |iivt one company. 

'llierc is no doubt that even though we arc independent, we en¬ 
counter very serious resistance here every time the workers try to .se¬ 
em, a better -landaul of living, and it is bound to be the same in 
your country as in ours. This, moreover, is obviously the tacit view 
that vve arc already running into in this country: "Yes, but once 
they arc masters in their country, how will the Congolese go about 
getting themselves out of trouble? Hie first thing they’ll do is ask 
for things, they'll start making demagogic demands, They won’t 
get themselves out of trouble, it'll be a mess, it'll be anarchy . . . 
it'll be absolute chaos." Certain people arc even going to go so far 
as to say that the day you get voui independence you'll tear each 
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ollicr apart. I’m simply telling you in a very haphazard sort of way 
what people's opinions are: they're still admittedly very backward 
in their thinking. But I tell you this so you’ll know that that’s 
what people arc thinking, and 1 must tell you that even in gov 
eminent circles, despite the sweet smiles they’re giving you, there 
arc many people who arc more or less saving: “We’re going to hast 
to keep these people on a leash a while longer, wc'ic going to have 
to toss them a little lump of sugar. " And that’s why I'm tell 
ing you to keep your eyes open. [AppSauie.] 

A I see your point. As specifically regards the education of the 
people, tins iv what the situation is- a year ago, the budget for edu 
cation was cut in the Government Council, even though the budget 
for education in .1 colonized country ought to be the largest item of 
expenditure, It takes money to train cadres, to tram technicians 
llul instead the budget lu> IMVI bcfl down. Bttk if have 

our country in our own hands, the largest budget, the most ample 
budget will he that for education. Then ate provisions in otn pro 
gram for sending u thousand students per province to Europe. tba 
making a total of six thousand students who will attend I nto 
pea 11 universities, specialized schools, ami technical and professional 
schools. And all this will be tlunks to funds that will be set aside 
on a priority basis: for instruction, for the training of tidies, for 
scholarships. WI1.1t is being done today? We ate planning step by 
step: m such and such a u it W| arc going to educate um. 
students, the following yen well do something else, and soon. 

As for the funds for this, well, we will have them because for the 
moment we arc receiving almost no benefits from, or an imignif 
icant share of, all our wealth and ill out raw materials, every thing 
that constitutes the sources of revenue of the nation. But if we take 
over our country tomorrow, the national revenue will be devoted 
exclusively to improving the living standards of the workers. How 
can we be expected to improve the living standards of workers 
when we have a colonial power that siphons off all the profits? I 
agree with you absolutely. . . . 


O. Can you tell me the figures on the distribution of revenue in 
the Congo? 

A. Unfortunately, I am not an economist. I don't know what 
these figures arc, but they have been published. 

mr. aionsi t in. Only one studs has been made ol the disinbu 
tion of revenue in tlie Congo, the one made by the Central Bank 
of the Belgian Congo and of Rwanda Burundi and published some 
link avl scar. Out of an annual total revenue of sixty billion, hall 
goes to the Congolese and the other hall to private companies and 
taxes. 'I his is roughly the distribution. These statistics can perhaps 
pond, however, because they in ex tremel y hard to oomo by. 

P "> van Minor. ’Ibis same very depressing set of statistics tells 
us Out 30.COO Europeans working in the Congo have incomes 
espial to or higher than i,:oo,ooo black wage earners. Su we must 
br very wary , because the government's position, even that defended 
i*\ Mi I' 11 Spuk, was Hut in actual fact the Congo cost Belgium 
money But a lengthy ?o>pagc thesis, published by a professor at 
the Univcisity of Brussels, proved that the Congo had never cost 
Belgium anything. . . 

r aibk 1 LUMUMBA And that's tiue. The Congo is the only col¬ 
ons in tin- uoild that lias made the mother country richer, whereas 
every wIkic else it has been the mother countries that have poured 
untold amounts of money into developing their colonics. . . . 

£). How was the “single status" received by Africans? 

A "Single status" was warmly welcomed only by the agents of 
the government, because it did not benefit employees in the private 
sex tor at all. Looking hack. I know that it did not arouse any great 
enthusiasm, despite everything; but what has happened now? There 
has been a dow ngrading of functions. Iliose who were appointed as 
driftMiurn or territorial agents did not perform the same func¬ 
tions as European draftsmen ol the same rank. So I have seen 
draftsmen in Leopolds ilk who don’t want to be called that, who 
say: "I’m just an ordinary clerk, they've played a dirty trick on us, 
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there's nothing in it for ns at all, we’ve simply been given a fancy- 
title. They took as on so as to play politics, hut from the point of 
view of prestige, we don't perform the same functions as European 
draftsmen." As a result, the “single status” is losing all meaning and 
is no longer valued even by those who have benefited from it And 
I have spoken to the minister about this. 

O. Did he seem to agree? 

A. Yes, because lie didn’t know anything about it. I tokl him 
how it was, because these arc little things that happen every day in 
the Congo that lie has no knowledge of. He lias to be told. 

O. Mr, Lumumba, lie would dn well to talc us on as advisers. 
Docs lie have good black advisers’ 

A. 1 don't think so. Hie only advisers lie has are Europeans who 
mislead him. 

1 don't know if the natives, or rather dime who live in native 
villages, ate part of these masses. 

A. In what area of activity? 

y. Arc you speaking of the political aspect? You were vising 
that the masses all backed you. We would like to know if young¬ 
sters ire that enthusiastic about independence and liberation, 
in the villages. 

A, Yes, in the villages us well That is why I base vaid that we 
were planning to organize groups in the villages in the months to 
come. In the large villages, we arc counting on organizing cluptcn 
to be headed by agronomists, by medical assistants, by teachers, as 
rapidly as possible. As soon as I return to the C01130, we arc going 
to teach the masses, if our finances permit, because if \sc do not do 
so fund thus far sve have not), there arc colonialist' in the interior 
who will keep trying to set the rural populxc against the urban 
populace. . . . 

Q. Mr. Lumumba, I would like to ask sou if sou arc planning to 
extend your activities to Rwanda-Burundi. Have you already had 
contacts with people there? 

A. Yes, sve already have a nucleus in Rwanda-Burundi. There 
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are j6.ccc Congolese in Rwanda-Burundi. They have written us to 
sav that they naturally do not enjoy the satnr rights as the natives 
of tl»c countjy, but that they base gotten a foothold there and that 
something must be done. We arc in constant contact with people in 
Rwanda-Burundi. At tlsc Luluabourg Congress there were two rep¬ 
resentatives who had come by car all the way from Rwanda-Burundi 
to Luluabourg. which proves how assart they arc of this problem, 
IIkic wj» one Congolese and one Rwandese. The Rwandese who 
wus there raised the possibility of forming a federation between the 
Congo and Rwanda Burundi once the two countries became inde 
pendent. So we already are engaged in action tlut lias reached quite 
far down among Congolese liv ing in Rwanda-Burundi. 

Q Mr Lumumba. I would like to ..sk you: Arc you more or less 
ftw to publicize sour efforts, your point of view m the cities and 
communes of the Congo? Do you have the right to organize meet¬ 
ings and hold public conferences? 

V Yes. we have the right to do so. but very often we arc perse¬ 
cute!. You remember the telegram I sent to the minister, which was 
published 111 all the Belgian newspapers. In order to lx able to hold 
a public- meeting, it is ncccssais to ask the permission of the first 
burgomaster, and scry often lie demands to be told the number of 
organizations, then name*, their addresses, and frequently there is 
sn. It red tape as having to announce the approximate number of 
people who will attend the meeting — though not because there 
Will lx a great mam of them —and WC in often the object of tills 
seveic sort of harassment. 

I am of course able to report that sve have freedom when the 
meetings are private. In such a ease, sve do not need permission. 

In the large cities there is a little more freedom, but in the in¬ 
terior there is none at all. I know a clerk who has just been given a 
person sentence, or received one some time ago. because Ire tried to 
organize a chapter of the MN'C in Inongo. He was hauled into 
court and got into all sorts of trouble So you see that this is no 
guarantee in tlx Congo. 
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Q. Would you have more freedom in Belgium than in the 
Congo? 

A. Absolutely. . . . 

During his stay in Brussels. I.umurnfw sent a correction to the 
Christian-Democratic tidily of Leopoldville. 

LETTER TO THF COl/KKlfcR D'Ah'RIQVF. 

Btusscb, April 28.1Q59 

15 car Sir: 

Rc. Correction 

A Belgian subscriber to your paper who .ittewkd the lecture I 
gave on April 2: at the I’rcc University of Btimch has jmt posed 
on to me — along with an expression of his indignation — tin 
April 24, 1959 issue of the Courtier d'Afrique. u. which so 1 prmtcxl 
an I'ndccurufe summary of this lecture. 

What n esen more serious and borders on malice is the fact 
that you nllosscd yourself singularly to distort ms words. 

This scarcely surprises me, for I am quite aware of the sly 
campaign king waged against me in the Congo, either directly, 
or in underhanded svays. And for good reason' Because along with 
other freedom fighters. I wish to defend our people's cans, 

An all-out effort can be made to destroy us. but in tlic end the 
truth always wins out. 'Hie people themselves ssill sec sslut is hap 
petling. I now have irrefutable proof 

'Hie third paragraph of the article publi'hcd in vour paper con 
tains this extremely curious phrase (invented out of whole cloth by 
my detractors): The head of the NfiVC also vigorously protested 
against the attitude of the leaders of the Abako. criticizing them in 
particular for humiliating their black brothers. 

Everyone svho attended my lecture in Belgium is astonished to 
see such bad faith on the part of the leader of the colonial press. 


As a matte: of facr, everyone knows that in the course of my 
lecture I severely criticized, not the leaders of the Abako but rather: 

(1) the statements nude in Brussels by Mr. Van Hecke, the 
burgomaster of Leopoldville, who called blacks "frenzied fanatics" 
and 

(2) the leaders of the Intcrfcdfralc, who took it upon them¬ 
selves to attack the leaders of the Abako, in particular Mr. Kusa- 
vubu. Mr. Kama, and Mr. Nzcz.a, 

I protested the fact that the leaders of the Interfcdcrale had 
allowed themselves to be maneuvered by the whites into humili¬ 
ating their Bakongo brothers, when all of us must unite to build our 
country. 

I also protested against the fact that no Bakongo burgomaster 

was invited to accompanv the g.. <>t notabkt visiting Belgium at 

|Mcvnt. I called such a discriminatory' policy to the attention of 
His Excellency the Minister. 

Moreover, in the course of the lecture delivered on Friday, 
April a*, by Ills Ext elk mi Minister Van llcmclrijck, I called 
upon him publicly to make it possible lor Mi. Kasavubu and nil 
the political exiles to return to the country The latter must he al¬ 
low «d to resume their normal life in the country. Their contrlbu- 
•*«> b necessary in order to set up the new institutions that have 
been announced. 

His Excellency the Minister answeted me in the affirmative and 
I thank him for his understanding attitude. 

Many circles in Belgium appreciated the position I publicly 
took m favor of the Icadcis of the Abako, and the entire Belgian 
press took notice of it. 

How could I have possibly defended my Bakongo brothers and 
demanded that they be allowed to ictum to the Congo, and at the 
same time condemned them? 

The Belga Agency, which you cite in the dateline of your dis¬ 
patch. denies that I made the false statements you attribute to me. 
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Moreover, the dispatch sent out by this agency, a complete copy of 
which is in my possession, proves this. 

I state once again to you — and your leaders must be informed 
ol this fact, once and for all — that the leaders of the MNC arc 
continuing to support solidly both their Bakongo brothers and all 
those who ate fighting for the greatest good of the ('jingo. 

Ever aware of the role that I have taken upon myself, I will 
never allow myself to be intimidated by tlw campaign of harass 
meat and calumny that has been directed against me. Nothing — 
neither threats nor insults — can stop me 

In order to allow your lantern to shine with an even brighter 
light, I enclose a copy of an authentic rcpoit of my Icctuic pub¬ 
lishes! in the Belgian puss. 

I would he obliged to you if you would publish it in exteino 
m your next edition. This will enable your readers to see precisely 
what I said in the course of my lecture. 

The present correction is to he pubhdied at the same lime as 
the rcpoit mentioned above. 

Youri sincerely. 

Patrick Lumvmra 

On August 4. 1959, the governor of the province of Kasai pro¬ 
ceeded to arrest Baluba Itade/t and place Albeit Kalon/i under 
/muse wrest in K ole. The administration wanted to depriw the 
Kasai MNC of its leaden — at the very• moment that it mu pro¬ 
posing to meet with the political parties to discun the question of 
elections. This was also the beginning of a conflict between Balubai 
uni! Luluas that became more and more tragic before it finally 
Crime to <in end after independence in June i960, /airnunibd re¬ 
acted immediately to there events, as the subsequent documents 
testify. 
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TF.I.FGRAM TO TIIE MINISTER 

August 4 ,1939 

Since Mr. Kalonji is a senator, we believe he should not have 
been arrested for such an ordinars dime 1 racial hatred) without 
pnor consultation with the minister of the Congo, 

We do not believe that this is the proper moment to proceed 
with arrests under the precisions of article 75b. 

We scnously doubt that these measures arc of a sort to bring 
peace to this country and prewnc the administration’s prestige. 

flic remedy for the political dissension that has set the Balubas 
against the laihias docs not lie in the direction in which the legal 
authorities of Kasai arc attempting to move The solutions arc to 
be found elsewhere. 

We ic<tu<st your prompt intervention in ruder that Mr. Kalonji 
may lie released. 

On July 16, 1959, there had been a split within the MNC, brought 
about by lUo. Adoula, Kimbimbi, Nguetc. and Ngalula, who formed 
a foint board of dine ton in order to restrict the dc facto power ffirif 
Patrice Lumumba had assumed through his continued action. The 
scry next day. the latter called a 'pedal meeting to reject the dcci 
non. of this "Central Committee ‘ Hut from this moment on, the 
M\C sue to be divided into two separate factions, on the one 
hand the Lumumbd-MNC, which -till sought the support of the 
entire Congo, end on the Other hand the Kalonji-MNC, identify¬ 
ing itself only so th the Balubas of Kasai and Uopoldvillc. Despite 
this antagonism, after Kalonji t imprisonment Lumumba decided to 
lease for Lulualxiurg in order to defend him The following ap 
pea red on August 12. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE MNC CONCERNING THE 
POLITICAL SITUATION IN LULUABOURC 

As the public knows, Mr, Patrice Lumumba, Berlin I umbo, and 
Barthclcmy Mujanayi, respectively the president-general of the Con¬ 
golese National Movement, the vice-president of the Interfedcralc, 
ami the delegate of the Muluba Solidarity Movement, went to Lu- 
luabourg on Friday, August 7, ill order to examine firsthand the 
situation that has just arisen in the capital ol the province of Ka^u 
because of the arrest of Mr Albert Kalonji, Mr. Evariste Kalonji, 
and Mr. Albert Nyembwc, leaders ol the MNC and the Muluba 
Solidarity Movement 

The delegation was received on Friday evening by the governor 
of the province, Mr. dc faegher. The meeting lasted one hour and 
a half. 

In a letter sent to the governor, the leaden from Leopoldvtllc cx 
pressed themselves in the following terms,among others 

The aim of our mission m Luiua b oufg is to enter into contact 
with you. as the head of the province, and aho with the various 
climes of the population in order to find cotnnson grounds fot agree¬ 
ment concerning the situation obtaining at present in the province 
of Kasai. 

The essential aim of this mission i> to arrive, through negotu 
i.mis Hut sse wish to proceed to engage In ling of troubled 

minds and the reconciliation ol the two antagonistic groups. i.c.. 
the LuIiioj and the Balubas. 

Information gathered from various sources indicate* tlul the 
present political tension was brought about bv the arbitrary n ot 
of Mr. Albert Kalonji. Mr. Evariste Kalonji. and Mr. Albeit Nv 
embwe, who have committed no other crime than that of legiti¬ 
mately and peaceably defending their political beliefs. 

No criminal act appears to have been committed in the exercise 
of these freedoms. 

The populace both ol Luluabourg and ol other regions of the 
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Congo is highly indignant at the measures taken by your adrninis- 
I ration. 

These measures arc a direct cause ol the present state of appre¬ 
hension in the province of Kasai in particular and throughout the 
Congo in general. 

We belim that it ;s possible to arrive at a peaceful settlement 
of these incidents. 

In onkr better !o fulfill our run.mu. may wf ask you: 

(1) to be so kind as to furnish us a precise explanation of the 
charges brought against Messrs. Albert Kalonji, Evariste Kalonji, 
and Albert Nvtinbwc; 

•' 2 *0 inform us of the exact number of persons arrested to date 
for tin same reason*, for it has come to our attention that several 
oilier persons base been imprisoned in the last two days; 

!V to grant us rprci-l permission to hold a general meeting to 
winch we will invite all of th< African populace of Luluabourg, as 
well as 1 :i p. of flu nMrtntioii. Polking may be 

ropmed on this occasion. 

1 his Conference. tl« .nn ol which is to calm people's minds, 
will have beneficial effects 

Along 1 11 >c have Mind lbs Excellency the hr I 

Burgomaster to give m |usscs allow mg m to go about at night after 
curfew. 

Such passes have ban refused members of the delegation, us Inis 
|>crmivsM>n to hold a meeting to inform the people. Measures in¬ 
stituting .1 curfew .md forbidding public assembly arc still in effect. 
According to reliable infoiiniii • 1I1 . , ninistrition will not lilt 

these measures a« long as the political delegation from Leopoldville 
remains in Luluabourg. especially Mr. Lumumba, since it is feared 
that he will take advantage of these meeting* to indoctrinate the 
masses. 

Despite these measures, the delegation has had numerous and 
fruitful contacts with the African populace. 

In a request sent from Luluabourg to the minister of the Congo 
and Kwanda-Bumudi. Messrs. Lumumba, Tuniba, and Mujanayi 
have written the following: 
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The administration apparently reject* our collaboration and all 
the suggestions we haw put before it mth the aim of calming peo¬ 
ple’s minds and bringing about the reconciliation of the two an¬ 
tagonistic groups. 

K very thing that has been done to date demonstrates that the ,<! 
ministration chouses to perpetuate a climate or tenor and unrest 
among the populace rather than remedy the situation. The measures 
that '• has taken arc considered by the populace to be excessive. 
Arrests arc taking place almost everywhere ami certain black func¬ 
tionaries of the administration have also been imprisoned. 

We urgently implore you to take the situation in hand and 
kindly: 

— inn. an order freeing the political leaders who lusc been at 
rested and sent into exile l uring Hum will bring peat. In tin 
province, A* lot I K own are m prison and exfod, the WNOt, 
which threatens to become worse in the weeks to tonic, will per 
sisl The administration will gain nothing by all- wing such .1 situ 
ation to continue. 

— send a commission of inquiry to Kasai, for the ntiution there 

•* very confused. 

Wc arc doing what we can to adsivc the popubc. in itinaiu 
calm and collected. 

Wc impatiently await sour rcpl. in iwkr to Ik- able to inform the 

populace. 

UV h ’." (ul ‘ 1 in 0 and hope that sour personal action 

will soon help to calm people’s minds. 


On Saturday. August 11. Lumumba telephoned the Offices of the 
Minister in Brussels in older to stress tin need to take immediate 
steps, 

In addition to this telephone conversation, tlic delegation sent 
the following telegram to the minister 


SVK CONFIRM REPRESENTATIOKS AND lEl.tPNONt: CAILS MADE TODAY 
KASAI POPULACE VERY DISTURBED UNJUSTIFIED ARRESTS rOUTKAL 
LEADERS SrOP INSIST YOU USE YOUR IIICII AUTHORITY TO SECURE THEIR 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE TO AVOID SERIOUS DISTURBANCES STOP THIS RE- 
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LEASE INDISPENSABLE FOR RESTORING CALM STOP IMPATIENTLY AWAIT 
YOUR DECISION STOP RESPECTFULLY 

Mujanayi— Delegate, Muluba Solidarity Movement 
Tu.mb.s — Delegate, Interftdfrale 
Lumumba — President, National Movement 

Luluabourg is relatively calm. The people are in a state of ap¬ 
prehension. The populace is impatiently awaiting the minister’s re¬ 
ply to tl*c representations made by the delegation from Leopold- 
\ille. This delegation is leaving Luluabourg today. August n, for 
its first tour through the province to publicize its efforts, 

I I IK POSITION OK THE MN'C: BOYCOTTING 
THE ELECTIONS 

August 1?, 1959 

I he i :\ecutivc Committee of the Congolese National Movement 
announces to all its members and sympathisers that it has just been 
informed that several member* of the MN'C of the Provincial 
Chapter of Kaui base trccn sentenced to four months in prison 
following the events in Luluabourg. 

It calls upon all Congolese to join together lo demonstrate then 
patriotic sympathies for those who arc suffering for the national 

The MN'C will not participate in any dialogue with the admin¬ 
istration js long j> its militants arc in prison for an affair foi which 
the administration is entirely responsible. 

The MNC will not participate 111 the coining elections as long 
as: 

f 1) the future institutions ate not democratically organized; 

;) the Belgian government has not set a date for the foimation 
of the Congolese government; 

(3) its militants are in prison. 

(Published by Presence Congolaise, 8/15/59) 
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LETTER TO JEAN VAN LIERDE 

August 1959 

My dear Jean, 

I .ini writing you this note from Luluabourg, where I have 
been since the seventh of this month. Several leaders of the MNC 
have been arrested. They have committed no crime; this is colonial 
ist oppression aimed at depriving tire MNC of its leaders. But it is 
wasted effort, for these measures have earned us the sympathy of 
everyone, even that of those who were opposed to us. We arc 
taking in many new members every day. Tribal chieftains arc 
joining the ranks of the MNC every day. All the members of the 
Council of Luluabourg have been arrested. 

I am sending you a brief report relating some of rise facts. I 
am leaving on a tour tomorrow and will be in Ixo around the end 
of the month. Tin dissension within the MNC w.o provoked by 
the colonialists. The traitors have been expelled and spewed out by 
the people. Ms newspaper will come out Wore the end of the 
month. I will write you when I get to Leo 

Most sincerely. 

Patriot. 

LE'ITER TO JEAN VAN LIERDE 

Luluabourg, September 7,1959 

My dear Jean, 

I am sending you a copy of a report of the meeting I held in 
L uluabourg last Sunday. You will also find enclosed a copy of an 
important motion that was passed by the assembly 

I urgently implore you to get this motion publislied in the 
press, for 1 believe that the Congolese press will not say a word 
about it. It should be given to Comrade Glinne lor publication in 
La Cauc/ie. 


I am going ahead with my campaign tour in the province of 
Kasai. I have been here for more than a month and am going back 
to Leopoldville on the twelfth of this month. More than sixty chief 
tains base rallied to the MNC; I am foiling the administration’s 
maneuvers. I have had dazzling success everywhere. 

Did you receive the letter I vent yon from Leopoldville early 
in August’ 

I await the pleasure of reading a word from you. 

Most sincerely, 
P. Lumumba 

REPORT OF LULUABOURG MEETING 
scrmiRiM 6, 1959 

After a long campaign toui in the district of Kabinda, Mr. Pa¬ 
lme Lumumba, the pusidnit genua) of the MNC, returned to Lu- 
luabourg on Fridas, September 4. On Sunday, September 6, lie 
held a public meeting lit' nded by a crowd estimated to have num¬ 
bered more than six thousand people. Several presidents of MNC 
chapters in the mtcnoi as well as a number of members of the 
Council of the Province of Kasai were present. 

The leader of the MNC briefly outlined the present political 
situation in the Congo, which i' worsening. The Belgian adminis¬ 
tration wants to force the Congolese to be only what it wants them 
to be and not what they want to Ik Tins is why it has rejected all 
the resolutions passed at the Congress of Luluabourg and also re 
jeets all the proposals put forward by the Congolese political par 
Iks We arc faced with a policy imposed by force, and no collabo¬ 
ration is possible in such an atmosphere. The Congo is 110 longer a 
silent empire. Our cxistcisec and our opinions will have to be taken 
into account. We base never refused to collaborate with the ad¬ 
ministration. but it has always refused the hand we have held out 
to it; it is sympathetic only to hypocrites and flatterers who con- 
Starkly mislead it for the sole purpose of protecting their own per- 
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sonul interests- We feel 110 hostility toward Europeans. In then 
own interests, the latter should come over to our side so as to fight 
the colonialist regime that is no longer compatible with the fntnre 
development of the country. All efforts to colonize any country 
must come to an end. Several powers, among them France and 
England in particular, have already freed their former colonics. Bel¬ 
gium must do likewise. If she agrees to put an immediate end to 
the colonial regime, she will deserve no less than our sinccrcst 
friendship. We will respect all the agreements she has made in the 
mime of the Congo, and all foreign investments will be guaranteed. 
No European will have lm property seized, the Congolese arc not 
brigands. We believe in order, in respect for the uulisidiu) person 
and for the property of others Once we have attained our inde¬ 
pendence, all the harriers between Belgium and the Congo will be 
done away with. People will be allowed to trace) freely between 
them. Belgians will feel at home in the Congo and Congolese will 
fed at home in Belgium. We believe in friendship between pro 
pics. If a break should occur between Belgium and the Congo, it 
WOUkl be the fault neither of the Congolese nor of Belgium. Ihc 
only ones responsible would be those few groups seeking to exploit 
the riches of the Congo for their own profit alone, to the detriment 
of the collective good; these groups an- bringing serious pressure to 
bear on the government to continue its colonial rule. It woukl also 
be the fault of certain functionaries pursuing only their own inter¬ 
ests in this country. These few functionaries arc nostalgic for the 
days of yore and cannot even conceive of the possibility of the Con¬ 
golese running Ihc country in their place. These holdovers from an¬ 
other era arc living out a serious psychological drama. They forget, 
however, that progress never takes j step backward and that en¬ 
lightened world opinion now condemns colonial crusades and any 
sort of policy allowing one human being to dominate and exploit 
another. 

Mr. Lumumba reported that during his lecture tour in Belgium, 
numerous young Belgians promised hint they would offer their setv- 
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lets to the Congolese government as soon as it was formed, and 
that they would even accept lower salaries than those paid civil 
servants at present; these young Belgians arc motivated by an ideal: 
aiding and serving the young Congolese nation. 

The Congo is not the property of the Belgians; it is a country 
like any other. Ihc notion that Leopold II bequeathed the Congo 
to Belgium is false, for even from the legal point of view a material 
object can be willed to other', but one people cannot be bequeathed 
to another. On the one hand, we arc tokl that Belgium delivered 
us from slavery, and on the other hand we aic told that the Congo, 
with all its inhabitants and resources, was bequeathed to Belgium 
bv virtue of the fact that it was a conquered country. Belgium must 
therefore admit that it has plunged uv into a new, camouflaged 
form of slavery. 'Hie Congo is also ‘aid to have been annexed to 
Belgium lliiv annexation wav unilateral. If Belgium claims to have 
‘'bought” the Congo, we would like to know how much it cost. We 
will take up 1 collection to pay this debt back so we can Ik free 

In our cvv» the Congo is a ficc country; people have simply taken 
advantage of our ignorance to exploit us. 

Mr Lumumba announced in the meeting that all the tribal chief 
tains Ik has contacted arc in fasor of the immediate liberation of 
tin Congo, lie also staled that more than 80 percent of the popu 
lation of Kasai is for the MNC and that these people arc merely 
waiting for wind to be passed for them to act. 

Mr Lumumba also declared that the MNC is a movement to 
bring the people together and a movement of national liberation. 
Plough Ins doctrine is definitely revolutionary, it is based on non¬ 
violence. 

Ihc leader of the MNC announced that a vast plan of positive 
action has been embarked upon in order to secure the immediate 
liberation of the Congo. He called on all Congolese to unite in or¬ 
der to ensure that this goal will be attained. In response to this ap 
peal, a number of regional parties active in Kasai merged with the 
MNC. 








1 I i LULUABOURC MEETING 


SEPTEMBER 1959 1 J 3 


Everybody in I.uluabouig planned to mcc: at the rails led by the 
president of the MNC, and one and all vigorously applauded Mr. 
Lumumba, shouting “Long live Lumumba, long live Kalonji. we 
arc behind you, even in times of great suffering!" 

At the end of the meeting. Mr. Lumumba proposed that the as 
scmbly adopt a resolution. It was passed amid the frenzied accla¬ 
mations of the crowd and was countersigned by the members of 
the Provincial Committee of the MNC, the presidents of the MNC 
chapters in the interior who had come to Luhnbourg. and b> a 
number of members of the Provincial Council, among them Di> 
trict Chief Pent Scngha of the territorv of Katako Koutbr 

TEXT OF THE RESOLUTION 

I lie General Assembly of the Congolese National Movement, 
held in l.iiluabonrg on Sunday, September 6. 1959, and presided 
over b\ Mr. Patrice Lumumba, the national president of the MNC. 
passed the following revolutions: 

— Whereas by its declaration of January 13. 1959, Belgium res 
ngnizrd the right of the Congolese people to attain (heir independ¬ 
ence and rule themselves as they «cc fit, 

— Whereas the peoples of the Congo welcomed this declaration 
with enthusiasm but have been demanding for more than seven 
months that the Belgian government determine what steps are 
necessary in order for the Congo to achieve this independence; 

— - Whereas ill the face of the equivocal attitude of the Belgian 
authorities, the Congolese political parties, after venous and thought¬ 
ful study, have presented several resolutions to tire Belgian Cham¬ 
bers and the latter have not pawl the slightest heed to them; 

— Whereas the minister of the Congo has just offered to resign his 
post, since the Belgian government has rejected his proposal aimed 
at setting a precise timetable for the constitution of national asvem 
bliesand the formation of a Congolese government in i960; 

— Whereas this deliberate rcfttsal of the Belgian government runs 


counter to the aspirations of the Congolese people, and this attitude 
is ample proof that the vague promise of independence contained 
in the government's declaration of January 13 is only a propaganda 
tool; 

— W hereas tire independence of the Congo was recognized by 
the international power, in 1883 and is celebrated each year on the 
first of July; 

— V Iretcas the Congo is not .1 Belgian colony bill an independ¬ 
ent state having its own flag, and was arbitrarily deprived uf the en¬ 
joyment of its sovereignly after the death of King Leopold II in 

19°$; 

— Whereas the Congo, as an independent slate, could not be 
annexed to another stale In virtue of a unilateral decision; 

—Whacas the elections that the administration is planning to 
urgam/c m the Congo at the end of the year arc mined only at 
«g»f the colonialist regime, a regin.< that tlit people of tin, 
country no long* 1 wish to tolerate. 

In conformity w.tlr lire desires repeatedly expressed by all sectors 
of the population of the Congo, the assembly demands that govern 
mental powers b. handed over to the Congolese. It adjures the 
Belgian Parliament to respect the political aspirations ol the people 
and the agreement concluded by Belgium with the international 
powers. 

flic prevent resolution has been pawed in conformity with the 
stipulations of article 73 of the United Nations Charier, of which 
Belgium is a signatory. 

The assembly further votes not to participate in the antidemo¬ 
cratic elections to be organized at the end of the year so long as no 
decision is forthcoming with regard to the formation of the Con¬ 
golese government. 

Lrzmtamhd w as a 111 elm orator who captivated his audiences, hut 
he sum also aware of the power of the Mitten word and the pre 
eminent role of the press. Marked by the stamp of black African 




1-1 WEEP, O BELOVED SLACK BROTHER 


literature, this one poem of his uv» published ir. his party's 
paper, Inddpendance, in September 1959. 


WEEP, O BELOVED BLACK BROTHER 

G Black, a human beast or the fields for centuries. 

Your ash., are scattered to all the Hindi of heaven 
Arid you once limit funeral temples 
Where the executioners sleep in eternal dumber, 
Persecuted ant! hunted down, driven from your villages. 
Conquered in battle/ where the law of the most powerful 
In there barbarous centuries of tape and carnage 
Meant slavery or death for you, 

You took refute in those deep forests 
Where the other death toy in wait beneath Ui feverish 
mask. 

Beneath the fang of th, great ,at. 01 in the ford and toU 
Embrace of the serpent, slowly erurhing you 
And then the White came, more cunning, more crafty, 
more rapacious, 

lining you trinkets in rwJwnga for your gold, 

Hoping your women, besotting sour warriors with drint. 
Driving sour sons and daughters aboard his boats 
t he tom tom throbbed from village lo village 
Bearing your grief afar, towing confusion, 

Telling of the great departure lor distant shores 
Where cotton it God and the dollar King. 

Condemning you to forced labor, like a beast of burden, 
horn das,11 to dusk beneath a fiery sun. 

To make >01* forget that you were a man 

't hey taught you to sing God's praises 

And all these hymnt. setting your calvary to rhythm, 

Made you hope for a better world . . . 

But in your heart .is a human being, all you asked for 
Was your right to live and your share of happiness. 

Sitting around the fire, your cm full of dreams and 
anguish. 

Singing songs that toid of your heavy heart. 

Joyous at times, too, when the rap mounted 
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You danced wildly in the damp of evening. 

And that is when jinx was born 
At magnificent, sensual, and manly as o soicc of brass 
A pow erful music poured forth from your pain 
A tnuirc admired today throughout the world. 

Forcing the white man to he respectful, 
retting him in a loud voice that henceforth 
This country is no longer his, as in the old day s. 

You thus allowed the brothers of your rare 

To lift thru heads and look upon 

The happy future that promt* 1 * deliverance. 

I he shorts of the great river, full of promises. 

Henceforth belong to you. 

This earth and all its richer 

Henceforth hehng to vou 

And the fiery sun, high in a colorless skv. 

Will hum away your pain 
Its star mg urn will forevvr dry 
The tears vour forefathers shed 
Tormented by their tyrannical matter* 

On this soil that you still cherish. 

Ami you will male the Congo a free and floppy nation. 

In the heart of this giant Blade Africa. 

On Odober 9, Lumumba spoke to the Executive Committee of 
the Pan-African Conference at Accra. 

The situation in I he Congo as regards the druggie of the people 
for their independence is improving day by day. The administra¬ 
tion \ attempts to destroy the popular movement foi emancipation 
that u taking shape in all parts of the country arc meeting total 
failure more and mote frequently. 

Belgium has always practiced a paternalist policy in the Congo, 
using the schools, the radio, and powerful propaganda in the press 
lo dull the people's consciousness. Even today, the official radio 
network broadcasts nothing but dance music, religious hymns, and 
the propaganda of the colonial administration from morning to 
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night. Nothing whatsoever is done by way of educating the masses. 

While other territories advanced politically, the Congo stagnated 
because of the do-nothing policy of the Belgian administration 

Thanks to the dynamic and courageous action of a few nationalist 
leaders, the Congolese people have suddenly awakened from their 
torpor. Everywhere in the country, even in the remotest villages in 
the bush, the populace is crying “Independence And on: people 
want to attain this independence immediately. 

The Congolese National Movement, a movement bringing the 
people together and a movement of national liberation, is enjoying 
incteating success as time goes by . The administration engages in 
maneuvers to subvert our movement, and cruelly persecutes our 
militants, a number of whom arc in prison today — but all these 
maneuvers serve only to strengthen tl*c nationalism of the Con¬ 
golese. 

Confronted with the people's drive to smash the chains of cok» 
nialism at any price, Belgium was obliged to rcrogni/c publicly our 
right to indc|iendcucc. 

By recognizing, in a solemn declaration on January i}. 1959. the 
right of the Congolese people to eventual independence. Belgium 
at the same time recogm/.cd the light ol this people to draw up its 
own constitution and form its own government on the basis of 
entirely free elections. These arc the only conditions that will per¬ 
mit the Congo to attain real independence rapidly 

We want world opinion to know, moreover, tliat the mdqsend- 
cnee of the Congo was recognized by the international powers in 
1881;. and that this independence is celebrated on the first of July 
each year in the Congo. The Congo todjy still has its own flag, 
which was also recognized by the international powers. 

All we arc asking for is the transfer of power into the hands of 
nationals, in accordance with the principle of the tight of peoples 
to govern themselves as they see fit. 

The plans that arc currently being drawn up by the Administra¬ 
tion are aimed at the establishment of a Belgian Congolese com¬ 


munity. 'Ihese plans provide that 60 percent of the members of the 
future provincial assemblies will be elected and percent ap¬ 
pointed. The Belgian government thus wants to set up a puppet 
government that it tan control completely. 

For tlris reason our movement, supported by its members and 
sympathizers, has decided not to participate in the antidemocratic 
elections that arc to take place at the end of the year, since our 
only concern is to sec the Congo join the ranks of free peoples 
without delay. 

It is surprising to note that after having decided that it will allow 
us to attain 0111 independence, Belgium is seeking to thrust upon 
us an electoral system and scmidcmocratic reforms that are in no 
wav in keeping with the feelings of the Congolese people. 

Mas not the conclusion be drawn that its declaration of January 
thirteenth was only a propaganda tool aimed at deceiving interna 
•tonal opinion? 

Being conscious of the dangers threatening out country as a re- 
'ult of tin- administration'' equivocal attitude, we will hold an im 
portaiit congress at the end of this month of October, in the course 
of which our movement will make important decisions 

a wend congrc". which will bring together all the nationaliit 

parties favoring immediate independence, will also be held, two days 
after that of «l»c MNC. We arc going to join together so .is to pool 
our efforts to secure the liberation of the Congo. 

We art in favor of a genuine collaboration with Belgium with 
regard to commercial and cultural exchanges between our two in- 
dependent countries. But Belgium must realize that this collaboia- 
tion will not be possible as long as the relation between us is one of 
subyugation. as is still the ease today. 

" c know that the cause we arc defending will triumph in any 
esent Progress never takes a step backward. 'ITic African continent 
must be as free and independent as the other continents. 

Our obfecthvs remain. 

— The immediate independence of the Congo; 
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— The constitution ol the United States oi Africa; 

— Economic cooperation with any friendly country 

We address a solemn appeal to all free countries and to the 
enemies of slavery to support the cause of the Congolese people. 

Long live African inwpkxwnce and unity-! 

Down with colonialism! 

On Oclobei i^, 1959. despite the threat of a boycott, the Belgian 
govern men f decided to go ahead with the election of members of 
tht communal and territorial councils in December. On October 16 
the minister of the Congo announced a timetable for the forma 
lion of a Congolese government and national assemblies by i960. 

The MNC held its national congress in Stanleyville, the capital 
of Orientate Province, October : j-38, On October another con 
grata opened, with the participation of other movement* the Circa 
(Center of African Regroupment), the Parti du People (People's 
Party), the MNC, the Union de la Jauneue (Young People’s 
Union), and the UN AM (the nationalist party of Rwanda) All of 
them decided not to participate in the elections 

On October y>, the administration unleashed a campaign of polrce 
repression against the nationalists, which resulted in thirty people 
dead and approximately a hundred injured. On November 1. Lu 
mumba was arrested by outer of the governor. These events caused 
the MNC to change its mind and decide to participate hi the I)» 
camber elections, in which it won 90 percent of the votes in Stanley¬ 
ville. 

Lumumba explained the situation in the text below. 

THE EVENTS IN STANLEYVILLE 

October 31,1959 

I formally deny the false news reports broadcast by Radio Congo 
Beige on Saturday, October 31, 1959, announcing that I liad Pcd 
following the events that took place Friday in Stanleyville. 
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The official communique- published by the administration adds, 
moreover, that the riots occurred as the result of a meeting held by 
the MNC. 

Being the product of the needs of colonialist propaganda, these 
news reports serve merely to mislead public and international opin¬ 
ion with regard to the incidents in Stanleyville, for which the colo¬ 
nial administration bears the entire responsibility, since it planned 
them beforehand down to the last detail. 

I he incidents did not take place because of a meeting held by 
tin MNC Mice took place, rather, between the police and the 
people as we were holding a session of a Special Congress of the 
Congolese Political Parties behind closed doors in a private meeting 
place. 

Ihcsc incidents, as a matter of fact, took place an hour before 
the opening of the plenary session that we always hold each evening 
for the public. 

Bd insc the police began to fire on the crowd attending the open 
mg of tin meeting. I went down into the audience, along with all 
the delegates to the congress and the representative of Agcncc 
France Press, to try to get them to stop shooting. The monu nt they 
vaw us moving toward them amid the acclamation! ol the crowd, 
the European police began to shoot at us 

We fell back then, so as to make out way hack to the place where 
the meeting of the congress was being held. 

The police kept throwing tear gas grenades at the house wc were 
in for more than an hour. 

Since all routes leading to the house where I was staying were 
literally cut off by huge baincadcs of aimed soldiers, it was impos¬ 
sible for me to return there and I was foiccd to spend the night at 
the home of a fnend. 

1 he crowd kepr applauding me all along the raid, in full view of 
the police. Seeing the people's reaction, (lies did not dare arrest me. 

I hue no reason to flee, for 1 have committed no criminal act, 
and it would, furthermore, be an act of cowardice on my part to 
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capitulate in the face of the brutal repression unjustly unleashed by 
the administration for the single and sole purpose of intimidating 
and repressing the populace, which is determined to win its immedi¬ 
ate independence through peaceful means. 

As a freedom fighter, I prefer to die on my feet as a patriot for 
the just cause that our movement is defending. 

The despicable slander of the local administration has no basis in 
fact; we have never incited the populace to commit reprehensible 
acts, for our doctrine is based on nonviolence. 

On the contrary, we have always pleaded with people to keep 
calm, and have done so at the end of each session, as the reports 
published in the press will testify. 

The only watchword we give our militants — and w«r have the 
right to do so in connection with our political activities — is to 
mobilize in a spirit of solidarity in order to ensure the triumphal 
fulfillment of tin unanimous aspiration of the Congolese people, 
namely, immkdiait. and UNCONorriONAL independent r 

Since it cannot help but sc« that all classes of the populace arc 
rallying to the view that we arc defending, and since it must face 
the fact that it will meet with certain failure in December if it 
Organizes elections that we arc abstaining from in the name of the 
people, the administration n hatching plots aimed at 

(1) covering up the defects of its bad policy; 

(3) imprisoning any Congolese nationalist who does not blindly 
adhere to its disastrous policy, under the falsest sort of pretests, 
such as endangering the security of the state, inciting people to 
racial hatred or violence, and so on; 

(3) halting the ever increasing success that the \ 1 NC is enjoying 
among the oppressed population; 

(4) bringing violent pressme to bear on the populace in order to 
force it to vote against its will 

The same tactic that was used at the time of the riots m Leopold¬ 
ville is now being employed by the administration in Stanleyville, 
namely, plotting incidents carefully beforehand, provoking a pop¬ 


ulace that is living peaceably in its own country, and taking ad¬ 
vantage of its reaction in order to proceed to murder people and 
then hold others responsible for these massacres. 

I his classic stratagem does not even remotely solv e the Congolese 
problem. 

It is truly criminal for a power that claims to be a people’s 
or arman to continue to plunge that unhappy people into mourning, 
when it is asking onlv to e*jo$ 1 If I POM «kl administer its pile, 
many. 

I indignantly protest these inhuman measures. 

Belgium unis! mam smi mw for tin grave vviongs and flagrant 
injustices that she has committed in this country by immediately 
proclaiming the independence of the Congo, 

On the same day. Lumumba sent a Utter to the royal prosecutor 
concerning the summons sened him. 

Stanleyville, October 31.1959 

Your fcxccHcncy: 

He: your nimiuom dated 10/30/59. 

The summons dated October 30 that you issued onlv ring me to 
appear Ixfotc yon at 11 am did not reach me until 4:30, having 
been handed tome at that time by Mr. Henri Tshimbfllanga. 

I was not m when the commissioner appeared ut the house 
where I atn staying. 

’Use latter gave the summons to Mr Tshimbalanga at 3:13, 
chaiging him with the task of delivering it to me. 

ITuiv the summons was not delivered to me until 4:30. 

Since the administration offices and the Office of Public Prose¬ 
cution dose at 4:30, it was not possible for me to appeal in your 
office. 

I immcdiatdy wrote you a letter giving you a full explanation. 
You did not receive this letter. 
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In view of the present confusion jn<! the slander to which I 
have been subjected, I will be appearing against my will. 

1 am awaiting a writ in order that I may know the exact charges 
being brought against me. 

Being perfectly aware of all the facts of the matter. I will be 
able to answer these charges, but I shall do so only in the presence 
of my attorney. 

I hope that my point of view is consonant with tin guarantees 
the law offers defendants. 

In no way do I refuse to answer sour summon, to appear. 

I am at your entire disposal. 

Yours most respectfully, 

P. Lumumba 

National President of the MKC 

O/r November 5 the minuter of the Congo announced that <1 
co//o(/<iiuIJI would be held with the parties in Leopoldville A con 
grew was held >it Coquilhatvdle from November 11 to November 
14 in i»det to set up the National Progress Party (PSP — Parti 
National du Progfis), and it u as immediately obvious that if wut 
ij tool in the hands of the colonial administration, being 1 red to 
hold the wave of nationalism in eh eel On November 20 the king 
called for "undniinoru solutions." and on the twenty second the 
Abako- African Solidarity Party-Kalon/i-MNC coalition mode pub 
lie a memorandum on the future structures of the Congo 

On November 26 the minister announced that a vast “Round 
Table" would be held in January i960, mid on December re he out 
lined the program for it. On the twenty-seventh the federalist 
parties organized their congress at Kisantu. Rut Lumumba was in 
the Stanleyville prison, carrying on his activities from his cell 
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LETTHR TO JEAN VAN LIEROE 

Stanleyville, December 24, 1959 

My dear Jean. 

One cannot forget one’s friends 111 tunes of misfortune, any 
more than in tiroes of good fortune. I am writing to tell you that 
despite the living experience I am going through at the moment — 
though I have lost my courage — 1 often think of you arid the many 
talks we had dining my last stay in Brussels. 

I remember particularly our convmations in l.ii-gc and on the 
riK Behind —conversations in the course of which the participants 
felt .1 wave of human warmth n*mg between persons motivated by 
one and tire same ideal: human understanding and intimacy.* 

I still remember them, and the memory comforts me. 

Did you receive tire letter I wrote you from Accra just lieforc 
ms return to the Congo las! October? 

I will go on trial on January 18 before the District riibtmal m 
Stanleyville Meanwhile I am having 1 breathing spell behind ban 
in the Stanleyville prison. 1 have been undei preventive detention 
since November 1. and will Ik detained until the opening of the 
trial. I am still calm and collected and dill have faith in the future 
ol our country. I here is nothing that weighs On my conscience. The 
vtoim will pass and then there will be- good weather again. 

As I explained to von in Brussels, my goal is still nonviolence. 

I beg you to send me twenty (20) new boob, the most interest¬ 
ing ours 111 the bookstores, m care of my brother, whose address is: 
loins Lumumba, c/o Attorney Rom. Post Office Box 29, Stanley¬ 
ville. Send me the bill, and a copy to the Provincial Board of Di¬ 
rectors of the MNC. Post Office Box 355, Stanleyville, so that it 
can be paid. Please send the package by registered airmail.♦ 

• LniT.miib* is speaking litre <1 the Centre <k Presence Afrlcainc. where all 
ot the debates with Slack leaden were held. 

• Lomtmba had a gnat thirst lot culture, and every time he visited List. 
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I hope that you are well and that I will have the pleasure of 
seeing you again. We will embrace each other and talk together on 
the rue Bclliard with the same high spirits as the last time 
Please give my cordial regards to our mutual friends. 

With friendliest regards, 
Patmce 

At the time of the incidents in Stanleyville, on November 5. the 
governor of Orientate Province, Mr, Leroy, made a long speech that 
WO* printed in the newspapers and broadcast over the radio in it * 
entirety. I lit declaration held Patrice Lumumba, who had bet n 
arrested and tent to the Stanleyville prison, entirely responsible for 
these incidents. 

From that prison cell the following message was sent out; Patrice 
I.nmmnba denies the governor's allegations 
I'he fads that Lumumba brings to hear in hit refutation of the 
governor’s speech were to hasten his being set free 

HIE TRUTH ABOUT PHK STANLEYVILLE INCIDENTS 

December ay, 1959 

Fourth paragraph The governor declare. 

The congress tlut opened on Friday. October ij. proceeded in 
11 more or less normal way until Wednesday night. (Note Wednes¬ 
day night was October 18, Hie dale of tire closing session of the 
congress.) 

. . And the public authorities, despite growing tension, and 
despite certain prosocations and threats ol disorder, allowed the 
congress to pursue its deliberations. 

Refutation: 

• ■ The governor admits in this declaration that from Friday, 
October 23. the date the congress opened, to Wednesday. October 

Africa in, the bookstore of the Amis dc Pifseixc Afneainc. he ordered dozen* of 
booh for himself, the cadres of his party, and its provincial chapters 
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28, the date the congress ended, it proceeded in a normal way. A* a 
matter of fact, the congress came to an end without the slightest 
incident, since we ourselves had organized the policing of it. At the 
end of each session, we urged the members to maintain an exemplary 
discipline and to be particularly careful to maintain order. This is 
proved bv the fact that the incidents — for which the administration 
alons i> responsible — did not occur until Friday evening, October 
jo, that is to say, two days after the closing session of our congress. 

If, as the governor of the province asserts, the congress had 
been the somcc ol the provocations and threats of disorder, the 
public authorities would certainly not base allowed it to pursue its 
deliberations without intervening to restore order. And furthermore, 
if they noticed that there was "growing tension," I do not believe 
that tin public authorities would have allowed such tension to in¬ 
crease without contacting those responsible foi the congress. 

Ihr public authorities either did not perform their duty, which 
is to preserve public order, or else they noticed nothing abnormal 
between the trine the congress opened and the time il ended. The 
latter supposition is the only valid one, because it is the only one 
tliat corresponds to the truth: the public authontics noticed noth 
ing abnormal, and therefore they allowed the congress to putsue its 
work to the very end. 

The truth- as we promptly pointed out to the governor —is 
that tire police deliberately created and fostered a certain tension 
among the populace, at the very moment that we were holding om 
congress Two of our delegates, Mr. Kanyinda, the representative of 
the Elivabcthville MNC, and Mr. Kashamuta, the president-general 
of the Center of African Regruupment of Bukavu, were manhandled 
by the police, the former bring beaten with .1 truncheon and thrown 
in the mud and the latter being threatened with a revolver by a 
Furopcan police inspector. They had done absolutely nothing to 
justify such mistreatment. 

In siew of these acts of provocation, we immediately sent a tele¬ 
gram protesting them to the governor of the province, specifically 
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stating in this telegram that his police officers were provoking the 
populace and sowing panic so as to then proceed to repress the 
Congolese if tliey showed the slightest signs of reacting We were 
well aware that the administration was attempting in this was to 
lay the groundwork for future repression. 

Om representations to the governor received no answer and we 
did not understand the reasons for his silence after we had warned 
him. Was it a coup that had already been planned, tlie staging of 
which was just beginning? In any event, the governor’s silence wa. 
significant. 

Three or four days after our telegram, to evtrvonc's stupefaction, 
there was an outbreak of unfortunate incidents, cleverly planned 
beforehand by certain administration offic ials 
It is plain to see that the governor.of tin province personally 
shares partial responsibility for these incidents: instead of mswenog 
our appeal and immediately remedying the situation, he allowed lib 
agents to continue to promote and lay the groundwork for a bar 
batons repression ol the people. 

Remit'. Some thirty Congolese literally massacred by i bail of 
bullets These people were killed only by European police officers 
and constables. No black soldier fired on Congolese. 

Fifth paragraph. Tht governor Uata. 

Let u.s state in passing that the sentence relative- to Die pari kip* 
lion of numerous tribal chieftains is an enormous exaggeration of 
the (acts Twenty-two chieftains of Orientate Province dckgtlcd by 
their peers had conic to Stanleyville to decide which ol them would 
be members of the commission supervising the elections 
The MXC's attempt to coopt them was ingenious but perhaps 
not altogether abovclroard, and the chieftains reacted vigorously, 
sending a message of protest to Brussels. 

Refutation: 

Several tribal chieftains from various regions in the province who 
were members of the MNC, and others from the provinces of Kasai 
and Kivu, did in fact participate in the proceedings of the congress. 
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A number of chieftains attended despite the opposition of the ad¬ 
ministrators of their regions, followed by threats of reprisals. 

Ihe twenty two chieftains whom the governor mentions in his 
speech and whom he biought to Stanleyville have absolutely nothing 
to do with the chieftains who attended oui congress. 'Hie European 
journalists who attended our congress got a good look at these chief¬ 
tains, certain of whom were wearing medals and official insignia: 
the press has a list of tlicir names. 

The governor dee laics that his "guests," the twenty two chieftains, 
sent a message of protest to Brussels. 'I his message was suggested 
and drawn up by the Office of the Governor of the Province, for 
tl»c vole purpose of sowing discoid and leading the minister and 
public opinion in Belgium to believe that no chieftains attended the 
MNC congress. 

There is no one in Stanleyvdie who iv iso! aware that the majority 
of the chieftains arc affiliated with the M\G; the administration 
luv v.iinlv attempted to lure them away, hut the chieftains, like their 
subjects, regard the MNC as the movement best representing their 
views .ind best protecting tlicir interests. 

Ihc proof uf this is the overwhelming victory that the MNC has 
just won at the polls, despite the obstructive tactics of the admin 
ist ration. 

Reading the speech of the governor of Oricnl.de Province, one 
wonders if the authorities in Stanleyville luvc any icspccl for the 
truth 

Eighth paragraph. The governor tfalet. 

Going m to the wishes of Die congress meant postponing the 

electrons, delaying the setting up of new institutions, and thus put¬ 
ting cfl independence until a latci date. 

Refutation 

I he governor's interpretation is erroneous. By demanding that 
negotiations be begun before the elections, the congress wanted, on 
the contrary, to hasten the process whereby we would attain out 
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independence. In other words, the congress based its action on the 
ministerial message of October 16. 1959, in which Minister de 
Schryver specifically stated that "Belgium does not intend to impose 
predetermined formulas on the Congo.” In plain language, the 
minister's message was subject to discussion, particularly with re¬ 
gard to the reforms it recommended. 

Since the reforms and llie electoral system recommended by the 
minister have not met w ith the approval of the populace, the con 
gross believed it necessary to demand that negotiations In- begun 
before the elections were held this was the only possible way out of 
the impasse. A free and forthright dialogue between the minister 
and the leaders of the political parties would undoubtedly clarify 
points that were ambiguous and reconcile the two sulcv It was in 
this spirit that our telegram to the minister contained tin. sentence, 
among others: " I he higher interest* of the Congo and of Belgium 
militate in favor of these negotiations 
As a matter of fact, it is to the interest of both our countries — 
the Congo ami Belgium — to seek constructive solutions to oui 
common problems together This implies that the Belgian leaden 
must tid themselves of their tendency to impose their will at all 
limes, This is the source of the whole problem, tin cause of th< 
dissatisfaction of the Congolese and IIk political unrest 
At no lime have we envisaged a solution of the Congolese proh 
lem or an effort to attain the Independence of tlie Congo that would 
bypass peaceful and friendly negotiations with Belgium 
Ninth, tenth, und eleventh paragraphs. The governor states 

Confronted with (tie position taken by tin: minuter. Mr. Iai- 
tnumlxi abandoned tlie restraint that he hail more or less imposed 
upon himself. And on Wednesday the twenty-eighth, in the daily 
meeting he held, he incited hb audience by making statement, 
such as the following: 

"The National Congress of the MNC has decided to break with 
Belgium as of today. We will march against Belgium. A decree has 
just been made public in which it is stated that those who sabotage 
the elections will be put in prison. We have not wanted to resort 
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to violence, but in tlie name of your brother who is oppressed and 
is suffering, don’t vote. All tlsos-t who want immediate independ¬ 
ence will refuse to go to the polls, because this would be suicide. 

"Until tlse Congo has attained its independence, there is one 
watchword today no collaboration; civil disobedience; a struggle 
the name of the people-, no elections. Everyone must Ixncott the 
elections. 'Itiose of you who are here, don’t go to the polls al tlw 
end of the year. If you do, you an- against independence." 

And finally, a threat directed against the Congolese: "If there is 
.tnhxh who does not have a nmnbcrship raid in the MNC, it's 
brcau.i hi doesn't want independence." A phrase with many 
threatening iindcrtonci. 

Notes 

The governor is pursuing only one aim licic: justifying in the 
public's mind the brutally repressive steps that Ins administration 
hat believed it ncccssar. to take against the black populace; the 
governor, the pawn chiefly responsible for Ibis ficicc repression, 
also wants to exonerate himself In attempting to make me the 
scapqgoat. 

As a stubborn advocate of democracy. I have never rejected elec¬ 
tions. wh.1t I was rebelling against was antidemocratic elections 
wlurcbv 40 percent of the members would lie appointed — the 
colonial administration would attempt to control 40 percent of the 
scats through arbitrary appointments, With an electoral system 
vuch as this the Congo could not have democratic and genuinely 
representative assemblies, and thus tlie independence that Belgium 
had promised us w ould be absolutely meaningless. 

Or Bslgiiim may be smccicly in favor of the independence of the 
Congo —and we believe that her proclamation of January 1? was 
made in good faith — in which case Belgium ought to be consistent 
and not force any sort of electoral sy stem or form of government on 
us. It was up to the Congolese — and slill is up to them — to make 
plans for their own constitution; it i> likewise up to the Congolese 
people to form their own government and their own assemblies 
through elections that arc completely free. 
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On the one hand Belgium promised ns independence and hence 
the democratization of the Congo, and on the other hand the min¬ 
ister of the Congo offered us a simulacrum ol democracy, and there 
fore the disguised perpetuation of our colonial status. These two 
things were incompatible, and we wauled the lines to be drawn m 
broad daylight. 

I have never said that I want to march against Belgium or that 
we will march against Belgium, since I am well aware that the over¬ 
whelming majority of the Belgian populjcc i> against the oppression 
of blacks; I have observed this each time that I have noted Bel 
ginn> The Belgian people in the mother country are not at all in 
favor of the colonial status to which tlic Congo is subjected today, a 
regime of enslavement whereby an entire populace of fouitccn mil 
lion is Subjected to the dictatorial rule di OUOIiik oliganhy 

I know from personal experience that the Belgian people m tlic 
mother country do not have imperialist designs on us, and that if it 
were up to them, we Congolese would no* lie suffering all the mis 
fortunes that we arc experiencing today. 

Our torture is arc in the Congo, along with .1 handful of men 
pulling the strings in Belgium — men whose only concern is the 
dividends they reap from big colonial ami capitalist companies It 
is a minority of coupon-clippers who arc responsible for our vM 
cnicis. 

I know that after the Congo wins its independence, we will call 
upon many Belgians in the mother country to come help us in tlic 
Congo, just as many young Congolese will gain special experience 
and receive training in Belgium. 

As partisans of the friendship between peoples, tomorrow we will 
prove —once our government is set up — tint we arc not racists 01 
antiwhile Racists, either white or black, arc simply idiots it is 
human value that counts, and all the rest is sheer mystification 

In these modern times, an independent Congo cannot live in 
isolation: it must take its place among the free nations, within the 
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framework of sincere economic and scientific cooperation. But the 
Congo must enjoy the prerogatives of sovereignty without inordinate 
delay. 

Oui aim is to conclude a treaty of alliance with Belgium after the 
proclamation of our independence, hut this must be done on an 
equal footing and in complete freedom: our two independent na¬ 
tions—the Congo and Belgium — will be united under the sign 
of friendship and fraternal collaboration. 

Hick ate our intentions with regard to Belgium. But the coin 
nul officials, who today no longer enjoy the confidence of the people 
because they have always conducted themselves in the Congo as 
thev would m a conquered country, have always craftily attempted 
to pull tlic wool over the eves of the people in the mother country: 
thev make us out to Ik- the enemies of Belgium, whereas in actual 
fact we aic ivol \\Y arc- not against the Belgians; we arc only against 
tlic machinations of tlic colonial officials, These colonial and dicta 
<0*|JI officials ate the ones who arc souring the friendship between 
Belgium and the Congo, they aic tlic ones who embitter Africans; 
the' arc the ones who murder people; they arc tlic- ones who scoff 
at tlic dignity of the black man; they- arc the- ones who demoralize 
the Congolese; thev ate the ones who disturb (icoplc’s peace of mind 
and disturb the peace of society, thev arc tlic ones who deprive the 
woik of Belgium of its humanitarian qualify; they arc the ones who 
give blacks the idea that Belgium is a colonialist nation. 

Hus (rath :s camouflaged it o camouflaged In certain rotations 
the colonial administration enters into; it is mocked by a chain of 
newspapers published in the Congo whose watchword is to defend 
those who provide their funds, to conceal the* truth, to mislead pub 
lie opinion in the mother country , to ting the praises nf the colonial 
administration so as not to betray it, to slyly fight against black 
nationalists who condemn the injustices of whites and call for the 
enjoyment of human freedoms bv their brothers, to label them agi¬ 
tators. extremists. anti-Belgian communists, agents of Moscow, men 
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taking orders from Accra, Guinea, and so on. This is a cleverly 
Staged drama, a well-orchestrated propaganda campaign carried on 
both by the colonial press and by colonial radio stations 
The few Congolese who allow themselves to be corrupted by the 
whites and always lie to them in order to win their sympathies and 
assure themselves a few petty favors, those who cjrn money by in¬ 
dulging in antinationjl propaganda, who blindly sign declarations 
druwn up before the fact, arc hailed by the administration and the 
press as "the only friends of Belgium," the ’real spokesiner," "the 
only intelligent people," the "moderates." But these same moderates, 
these puppets, once they find themselves among Congolese, say the 
exact opposite of what they sav to tlie whites. They are two faced 
peoplel And the administration and the colonialists prefer to make 
their deals with these hypocrites 

In Stankuilk in particular, all these hypocrites whom the ad¬ 
ministration has always hailed ■ > legitimate repie'cntativcs of the 
populace have been gotten rkl of with one sweep of the broom in 
the recent elections, For years they were appointed numbers of the 
Provincial Council and the Council of Government be* one they 
could be counted on to side with the administration, but the elec¬ 
tions—which "eliminated" these former government councilors - - 
prove that then men did not represent the populace at all and never 
had its confidence 

Belgian opinion in the mother country knows nothing about these 
truths: they will, however, triumph sooner or later. 

T welfth paragraph The governor goes on: 

I thought at first that Mr. Lumumba, having been disappointed 
by the minister’s reply, had lost his composure. But I have since 
learned that he was trained in revolutionary techniques abroad. I 
am personally convinced that all these outrages were planned in ad 
vance and that Mr Lumumba deliberately incited the not in order 
to dig a bloody trench between black* and whites 

Refutation: 

This is a gratuitous accusation, mingled with malicious falsehoods. 
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The governor would be incapable of furnishing the slightest proof 
that I havr been trained in revolutionary techniques abroad. 

In the present colonial period, if a black from the Congo so much 
as takes a tnp to Europe or another African country, lie is auto¬ 
matically accused of all sorts of unimaginable sins. If he is not ac 
cused of going there to get training in revolutionary techniques — 
as the governor declare* in his speech — people are sure to say that 
lie went there to sell the Congo out to the Russians, or to the 
Americans. 

Since I was able —despite the numerous obstacles that were put 
in my way by the administration — to leave the Congo to attend 
international or Pan-African meetings devoted to the problems of 
Africa or the Congo, I am regarded by the colonial administration 
and the colonial officials as a black sheep. Out of pure picju 
dice. . . . 

But when these same officials, these same Europeans send certain 
Congolese- to Rome, to Germany, to America, to Belgium, or to 
various African countries, they do not make accusations against 
than; they do not critici/c them because these Congolese have tc 
reived their "blessing." 

When members of Parliament or Belgian politicians go to Amcr 
iea. Russia, France, Egypt, Arabia, China, Poland, is it to gel their 
marching order* or training in revolutionary techniques? 

Is it committing a sin to leave the Congo, to go away lo learn, to 
improve oneself, to educate oneself and establish contact with other 
groups of human beings? Arc the whites of the Congo who often 
travel outside the country’ criticised? 

An attempt is bong made to turn the Congo into a native reser¬ 
vation, which the blacks can leave on their own initiative only at 
the mk of seeing themselves called despicable spies in the service 
of foreign powers, in this regard the governor’s speech is nothing 
but a disguised form of propaganda to discourage Congolese who 
want to travel outside the Congo. 

The governor would also be unable to justify bis "conviction" 
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that I deliberately and willfully incited the populace to riot in 
order to dig a bloody trench between blacks and whites. 

Am I the one who gave the European polite officials orders to 
proceed to massacre blacks? Was it not the administration which, 
being unable to find any way of arresting ine and subverting ms 
party, took advantage of the fact that we were holding a congress 
to unleash the forces of repression in order to get its hands on me? 
'I he Congolese have done nothing, the members of my parts have 
engaged in no act of violence. I have never told the populace to 
rebel against the public authorities. Congolese arc being killed, with 
the greatest cruelty, because they have oined the \INC, because 
they have cr.txl INDEPENDENCE. 

The governor believed that his reign was over, because instead of 
acclaiming him, the blacks of lii> province acclaimed me "l ong 
live Lumumba! Long live our minister!" Ills pride was hurt, and 
that is why lie ordered the repression and my arrest. 

This is the teal truth of the matter, as everyone knows Thu is 
the truth that the governor of Stanleyville Is attempting to suppress 
with every force at his command. 

If I had deliberately incited a riot, why would 1 have sent a tele 
gram of protest to the governor of the province (a telegram llut he 
refused to take any action on) when his police began brutally at¬ 
tacking Congolese? 

If I bail incited a riot, why did I leave the congress one day and 
take a persun who had been shot at and scnously wounded by a 
European police officer to the royal prosecutor and ask him to open 
an inquiry? 

If I had incited a riot, as the governor asserts — without produc 
ing the slightest proof, moreover— I would not have contacted the 
governor and the roy al prosecutor and taken all these steps to secure 
their intervention. 

There were no acts on my part and nothing in my behavior to 
substantiate that I am a rabble-rouser. 

It is curious that a governor of a province, a public official, can 


publich make such completely unfounded accusations against me. 

The only possible explanation of this irresponsible behavior is 
that the governor. finding it difficult to justify his acts and the 
seasons behind the Stanley silk- massacre, believed it necessary to 
resort to a subterfuge: making me a scapegoat in order to justify 
the staging of the plot that had been so carefully planned. 

On no occasion did I preach violence within the MNC. Quite the 
Contrary: I have always condemned violence, brutality, and injustice; 
I cannot myself use what I condemn in others, namely violence. 

1 can only bitterly deplou- the h.ubaious steps that the administra¬ 
tion has taken against a peaceful, unarmed populace that asks only 
om- thing of it tlie enjoyment of I- REEIX >\1. 

Then was nothing that could justify the use of arms against the 
l>opulacc; it was calm. 

Thirteenth paragraph 7 he governor stales: 

■ Sunday evening the meeting was still mote riotous Many peo¬ 
ple in the audience were shouting their acclaim and was ing lances 
and machetes, and there was talk of n maich on the downtown mca 
of the city tlsc next day. 

Refutation: 

Thumbs was October 19, 1939, the opening day of the Special 
Congress organized l>y the following five political parlies: the Ccntci 
of African Rcgrovpmcnt. with headquarters in Bukavu, the People’s 
Party, with headquaitcis ,11 Icopoldvillc, the Congo Federation, 
with headquarters in Elisa bcthviUc, the Rwandese National Union, 
with headquarters in Rwanda-Burundi, and the Congolese National 
Movement. 

The MNC congress held its closing session nn October 28, 1939 
in absolute calm. 

At the opening session of this Special Congress, six speeches were 
delivered: by Messrs. Wcrcgcnicic and KaOianima, both delegates 
of tlie Center of African Regroupment; Alibc, of the People s Party; 
Michel Rwagasana, secretary-general of the Rwandese National 
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Union; Emmanuel Nzuzi, the delegate of the Congo Young People’s 

Union, and myself. 

These various speeches were reports on the orientation of our 
political program. 

At no time during this meeting was there talk of a “march on the 
downtown area of the city the next day," i.e., October 50. The gov¬ 
ernor has quite an imagination What would we have done in towo? 
What would we have been looking for? What would we have been 
trying to accomplish? 

Contrary to the governor's slanderous statements, there was no 
march on the downtown area of the city the next day (October jo). 
Such a march was all a product of the governor's imagination 

On October ?o, the Congolese were in the cite/ we were holding 
a meeting in a private house when suddenly we lieard gunfire, re¬ 
pression had begun, fni no reason ami with no explanation. A few 
moments later, the Mangobo District, where we were holding the 
congress, was placed under military occupation; dead bodies were 
strewn about all over. 'I here had been no uprising to justify this 
military attack; it was the fruit of a plot hatched in advance 

Docs the governor consider it a crime for an audience to shout its 
acclaim and manifest its enthusiasm during a meeting? 

What the governor calls “riotous" behavior, referring to the meet¬ 
ing held by us oil Thursday. October 29, was only a manifestation 
of joy, of exultation; the Congolese were rejoicing at having prom¬ 
ised ns their complete support in the pursuit of our objective tlic 
immediate independence of the Congo. 

The fact that the popular masses have rallied round the MNC 
displeased the governor and his administration; they were upset by 
it, because we condemn the colonial regime and its consequences. 

The governor did not attend out meetings, and no official was 
present at the meeting on Thursday, October 29; so how can the 


* A French colonial term, referring to the loealled "native” quarter. (Trans¬ 
lator's note.) 


governor dogmatically assert that “there was talk of a inarch on the 
downtown area of the city"? 

This is something lie made up out of whole cloth. 

Having no fear that a denial would he forthcoming, since he had 
reduced me to silence by throwing me 111 prison, the governor delib¬ 
erately muled the public. 

Thirteenth paragraph (continued |. The governor goes on: 

Tin- propaganda <>( tin MNC, .a everyone in Stanleyville knows, 

»»accompanied by the formation of groups to intimidate the Congo 
Itic and force them to pa\ for their membership card in the MNC. 
The number of memben of the party who have been forced to join 
is now beyond reckoning. 

Refutation: 

This is a gratuitous assertion. Not one Congolese has thus far 
complained to the authorities that lie has been the victim of any 
mwi of intimidation on the put of members of the MNC. No one 
has ever been forced or prewired into mining the MNC. 

If we are fighting for FREEDOM, it is in order that each Con 
gok»c citizen may enjoy personal freedom and his civil rights. This 
freedom implies that every man !uu the right to think, make choices, 
and act according to the dictates of ho conscience ami the law. 

Die truth of the matter is Ibis: despite persecution by the admin- 
istralioii and the campaign to obstruct our movement, the MNC 
lui met, and iv continuing to meet, with increasing success. In order 
to fight us. in utder to halt the advancing tide in favor of the MNC, 
the administration is visibly supporting certain political parties, a 
number of which were its own idea; but all these patties are lamen¬ 
table failures: the Congolese rnistrust them 
The Congolese join the MNC voluntarily; both men and women 
pav for their membership raids voluntarily. 

'lire entire populace voted for the MNC of its own free will, 
tujhling it to win an overwhelming victory in (lie elections on 
December 20: the MNC won (fo percent of the seats in all of the 
Congolese communes in Stanleyville. 
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Government officials saw to it that the elections were honest: the 
people voted freely. The governor's insinuations arc completely un¬ 
founded. There are the facts! 

Fourteenth paragraph. The governor states. 

The agitation caused by Lumumba and his tour or tive thousand 
usual "clients" plunged the hundred thousand residents ol Stanley¬ 
ville into a state of dangerous unrest 

Re/tifnfrori: 

I caused 110 agitation. I do not have lour or See thousand 
"clients" in Stanleyville; but tl" entile populace bach the MNC 
there is ample proof of this. It is the entire Congolese people who 
arc demanding their independence, not just tl»c residents of Stanley 
ville. The political atmnsplnie in Stanleyville is the same as thar 111 
all the population centers of the Congo if is the tcsult ol an m 
escapable evolution. 

Fifteen paragraph. The governor states 

This apprehension vs.is soon felt by the uinults of tin prison, in 
the very heart ot the city, ami late Friday afternoon list hundred 
' 1 s refuted to go 1 sells, tore then metal 

bed* apart, and arming themselves with the iroa ban tbes had thus 
obtained, staged a revolt 

Note. 

The prison is several kilometers assay from the plats whets sir 
were holding the congress. No delegate to the congress had any 
contact with the prisoner*; none of us sunt to the prison. Ihc 
came of the inmates revolt imi'l be sought ckwluu This ; not 
the first time that Ihc inmates ot the Stanleyville pnson base re 
belled; there have been similar eases in th< past 
It is the height of slander to attempt to plaec the Name for the 
inmates' revolt on me. 

Sixteenth paragraph. The governor continues 

The people were all overexcited. It would base been criminal to 
allosv Lumumba and his congress to go on with their campaign to 
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stir up the populace. The police wuc therefore gisen otder» to oc¬ 
cupy the building in which Patrice Lumumba was nuking inflam¬ 
matory speeches to the populace every day. This building, by the 
way, was a communal hall. 

Refutation: 

Hie MNC congress and I did not conduct any sort of campaign 
to stii up tlie |XrOple The gostrnor. furthermore, contradict* him 
self, since 111 the fourth paragraph of Ins speech he states: " I'lie 
congress that opened on Friday, October 2}. proceeded in a more 
or less normal way until Wednesday night. . . . And the public 
authorities, despite growing tension and despite certain provoca¬ 
tions and threats ol disorder, allowed Ihc congress to pursue its de¬ 
liberations.” 

I lie MNC congress, which opened on October 23. ended on 
Wednesday, Ortobci 28, 1959: there were no incident!, mid the 
admuiistiation did not criticize us in any way, 

He MNC congress no longer had .my thing to do with the situ 
ation, since it had had its final session on October 28,1959 
On October 29 another congress opened: the Special Congress or 
gam zed by five nationalist political parties the Cftca, Ihc UNAR, 
the People's Parts, the General Federation of the Congo, and the 

MNC). 

On October *>, that is to say. two days after the closing session 
of the MNC congress, while Ihc Special Congress was still meeting, 
the administration went into action, mounting .1 repressive Attack 
On the populace for no legitimate reason whatsoever. 

It is therefore absurd to assert, -is the governor does, that “it 
ssould have been criminal to allow I nmumba and his congress to 
go on with their campaign to stir up the people.” 

It was not Lumumba's congress; it was not Lumumba who was 
holding the congress, it was. rather, the congress of the political 
parties, organized by Ihc five nationalist parties already mentioned. 
And these five political pit-.es collectively assumed responsibility 
for it. 
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But the governor, still pursuing his aim of arresting Lumumba, 
cleverly makes no mention of the Special Congress of the parties, 
and does not speak of the other political parties with which we 
were jointly holding this congress; he mentions only Lumumba, 
as if Lumumba personified the five patties. He does not mention 
the six speeches delivered dunng this congress on the same eve¬ 
ning. October 29; lie refers only to Lumumba s speech. 

Following the governor's example, the Public Prosecutor's Office 
is doing the same thing. There is a special way of administering 
justice in the colonies. 

Black public opinion has demanded rlut a parliamentary com¬ 
mission of inquiry I* sent to the Congo to determine who the re 
sponsible putties arc; the Belgian government has completely do 
regarded this demand. And (or good reason! 

During their recent stay in Belgium, the leaders of the Aluko 
MNC-PSA coalition asked the ministers of tlie Congo to wild .1 
commission of inquiry. Siiml.u petition, were presented to the king 
by various groups during lus visit to the Congo to vludv the situ 
ation. 

Is I In Majesty, loo, going to refuse to allow light to be 'lied on 
this affair and the massacre of some thirty Congolese? 

Conclusion 

I ani neither directly nor indirectly responsible tor the Stanley 
ville Incidents. I'hr entire populace <•( Stanleyville will nibitantiate 
my plea that I am innocent. 

The administration docs not look with fasor on the growing sue 
cess that the MNC is enjoying. It does not look with favor on this 
success because 111 its eyes tlie MNC is .1 revolutionary movement 
that exposes all the administration's errors to the braid light of 

day. 

The administration fears that the MNC, thanks to this success, 
will be in power, or have a large share in power, once national in- 
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stitutions and a Congolese government arc set up. That is why the 
administration is taking every possible step to decapitate the MNC 
More things reach this stage, by throwing its top leaders in jail. 

Should the administration be allowed to use justice as a private 
weapon for wreaking vengeance on leaders who do not totally ap¬ 
prove of its policy? 

Is it a timely move for the administration to launch its recent 
wave of repression against nationalist leaders at the very moment 
that we aie searching for solid bases for a genuine democracy? Is 
this any way to foster friendship between our two peoples? Will 
friendship Ik- established between the Belgians and the Congolese 
bs engaging in massacres, by threatening uv with revolvers, machine 
guns, and cannons? 

L it humane foi an administration that claims to be Christian 
and cisili/ed to aci in this way toward peoples whom it has under¬ 
taken to educate, protect, and emancipate? 

Is it just for .m administration to take unfair advantage of the 
strength of its armies ami continually organize punitive expeditions 
against an uiiimxd .iikI peaceable populace? A populace that for 
eighty scats has offered the Belgians its hospitality? 

Is it Hasonablc for the general interest of the nation to Ik tram¬ 
pled underfoot for reasons of false- pride or for a few selfish private 
interests? 

I< it arccpt.il ill, w individuals pursuing their personal in 
tcrcsls or attempting to safeguard a fesv little privileges that they 
misinterpret should continue to shatter the lies of friendship be 
tween the Congo and Belgium? 

Is it conceivable that Belgium, which has assumed a grave moral 
responsibility with icgaid to the Congo on the international plane, 
should allow its colonial officials to do as they please, as they are 
doing today? 

Is it not time to raise a hue and cry over these ignoble arts of 
lae-humrmiti? 
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It is in friendship and without hatred that I am pursuing ray ob¬ 
jective, the triumph of freedom and justice in the Congo. 

P. Lumumba 

National President of the MN'C 

Incarcerated in the Stanleyville prison for having tkmanded the 
freedom of the Congo. 


Part Two 
January-June 1960 





Jn i960 a crucial year began fer the Congo. The political unrest 
spread from the edits to the countryside. On January 3 King Bau- 
douin returned to Hnmcls after his tour of the Congo. In Stanley- 
WBe he had been greeted by crouds shouting "Free Lumumba)" 
On January the Belgian government began drawing up the list 
of those who were to participate in the impending Round Table, 
and the first black delegates tinned m flruttfb on the ninth. On 
the thirteenth the list was made public. There were fli Congolese 
invited, active delegates and j 8 alternates. Hut the nationalist 
parties immediately protested against the arbitrary apportionment 
of seats Lumumba followed mills closely from his prison cell. 

LETTER TO JEAN VAN LIERDK 

Stanleyville, January 1?, i960 

My dear Jean. 

It wu a ical pleasure to receive your charming letter, lor 
which I thank you kindly. I apologize foi having let many days 
go by before answering you. I have been very busy recently pic 
paring my detailed defense. 

Attorney Jean Auburtin, of the Paris bai. who is to take over my 
defense, arrived in Stanleyville on the ninth of this month. Attor¬ 
ney Rolin was kept away by his parliamentary- duties, and asked At¬ 
torney Mants to replace him. He too has just arrived from Brus 
<eh He was a lawyer in Stan at one time. Another lawyer in Stan, 
Attorney Rene Rom. is working with Attorneys Auburtin and Mar¬ 
ti*. and the three of them will defend me jointly. 
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The trial is to open on Monday. January 1$. I have done noth 
ing to justify my being exiled. I have committed no ciimc, no 
misdeed, other than having demanded our independence. This in¬ 
dependence is our sacred right, and Belgium does not dispute this 
We have always endeavored to attain this independence by peace¬ 
ful, nonviolent means My atto rne ys will bring the truth to light 
for the world to see. 

Despite these annoyances, which arc always possible in tire life 
of nationalist leaders — especially those who don't ehant the catc 
chism of colonialism — I have remained faithful to my vocation II 
I have sacrificed everything (my job, my family, my leisure), it i. 
to serve our country, 

I received the bill for the books. I have asked my committee 
to send you a money order. Will you plea* add to the list the 
work by ChomC- you told me lud come out, and the biography of 

Gandhi.* If you I) * ■ .Uier boob, you can send me a 

second bill. 

It the package hasn’t been writ off vet. you can keep the books 
and I'll haw them brought lo me by one i>< my men who are 
coming to participate in the Round Table Conference (if I haven't 
been fried myself). 

I sent Mobutu! to your house to get tire bookv, but he was un 
able to complete the errand I had askid him to do for me. mikt At 
torncy Auburtin, the person to whom he wav to give the books, had 
already left for Stan. 

Will you please write my secretary, Joseph M'Buyi, Post Office 
Box 8201, Leopoldville l, so that he can send you complimentary 
copies of the newspaper regularly, and also hack copies if there still 
arc any, 

The unfortunate bickering that you followed from afar was 

• 'Pic bool referred to is Chome'l la paniot d* Simon Kmbanpi 
t This is the same Mobutu who stagrd a coop d'etat m September i960 as 
head ot the army. 
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started by people whose names I need not mention. The maxim 
di\idc ut regnet has never been more true. In any case, it was only 
a flash in the pan, as you surely noticed when the election returns 
came in. This success is only the prelude to a final decisive victory. 

In every organization flieie arc defections and there always will 
be In every political party there will always be fence straddlers, ren¬ 
egades, deviationistj.* Wlut happened in the MNC in the begin 
ning was a weeding-ouf process, or rather a necessary choice, foi it 
is not possible for two ideologies to coexist. I for my part am for 
units, whereas the Kalonjis, the Ngalnlas, and the lleos arc foi divi 
lion. Ever suite it was founded, in October 1958, the MNC lias 
ojsted for unifamm. At the joint congress held in April 1959 by 
the various political parties in Luluabourg. we stated once again 
that this was our positron, and all the parties present adopted it. 
Th« entire doctrine of the MNC is based on the unity «i the 
Congo. Ami if the dissidents have now opted for Kasavubu's fed 
ciahvm, it is solely out of opportunism. Having been rejected by all 
the MNC dialers bn.mu ot their act of treason against the party, 
ami tailing apart more and more, they have now nestled under the 
wings of the Ahako in order to eater to tribal feelings. 

But we will talk about all these- problems viva voce when we 
hasc a chance to get together again, 

Yours in perfect friendship, 

P. Lumumba 

Ai the Hound Table in Brussels uvu /10/ding if* first sessions, /’ci¬ 
tric*- Lumumba appeared before the Stanleyville Tribunal, The sen 
fence handed down by thit tribunal is clearly bated on evidence 
gathered from secret tape recordings made by the Surety. 

The defendant wot sentenced to six months in prison at the very 
moment that all the nationalist leaders attending the Round Table 

, 'kSS"** 0 ,rltm, S h,,r IO 1 F") quarrel that followed the split witliin 
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in Brussels were demanding that he be set free We have included 
un!y a few significant extracts of this great trial of colonial justice. 

Penal Roll no. 15 330 

TEN/C 

R. M. P. no. 42 130 

THE TRIBUNAL OF STANLEYVILLE 
SPITING AS A COUR I OF FIRST INSTANCE 
HEARING A CRIMINAL CHARGE 
HAS RENDERED THE KOI LOWING JUDGMENT 

Public ScMion of Janu.ii>' 21,196 

Pur Puhlh: Prosjcuiok u.rsus Lumumba. Patrice Hcmay, son 
of Tolcngu, Mill living, and Amatu, JuIkiiik. still living, married to 
Opongu, Pauline; born in Onalua (territory of KatakoKombr. dn 
trictof Sankurn) on |uh 23.1933; president of tin MNC, editor-m 
chief of the (Lilly paper Indefs iiJam,; 1 resident ol Ixopoklvillc. 
Kal,mm Commune, avenue Busnmcto. no. A 12. immutnculated in 
Stanleyville September 16. 1934; iimnatrkulation card no. 3. Vol. I. 
Folio 2 of Stanleyville; presently under preventive detention 

is ckarcid wrm 

I. Having, through speeches delivered publk meetings or placet 
in Stanleyville in Mangobo Commune, on October 2X. 1959. and 
in particular .1 speech in the communal hall. .1 public gathering 
place, before an audience of over one thousand, the complete text 
of which lias been reproduced ill the court tvXoid (items 11 to 19 
and 21 to 33), 

(a) incited the populace to rise up against the established pow¬ 
ers. saving, among other things, and not bv wav of limitation. . . . 

". . . they have set up two military bases: one at Lamina, and 
one at Kitona: why all these bases’ To intimidate you. to oppress 
you. What purpose do all these military bases serve in Africa’ 
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Blacks arc peaceful men, blacks are peace-loving men. Whom 
would we fight? All these bases, all these arms that arc here, that 
arc aimed our way? But we are determined. There is no holding 
back a determined people. Death awaits us today, tomorrow, some 
day in the future, we know not when. Death means nothing to us. 
The only thing that counts is freedom. And when we go forth to 
die tomorrow with you. monuments will be built in Stanleyville, in 
Luluabourg, in Coq, all over the country, to the victims of colonial 
ism. March: don’t be afraid!" . . . 

. . This evening, during the night, Bucks full ol police . . . 
all tlut a provocation planned in advance. Confronted with the po¬ 
sitions that we have taken, which arc your positions, the administra¬ 
tion wants to provoke incidents at any price, to provoke blacks, to 
send them packing or perhaps massacre them, but all that must not 
frighten us. Are you afraid?” 

. . You are regarded as some sort of poultry that is to he killed 
offhandedly, like a chicken What have we done? What have we 
done? Wlut crime have we committed? Have we pi evoked the 
Europeans? Why .ire we bring provoked in 0111 own country? We 
don’t have any arms." . . , 

. In the course of this congress the nationalist parties arc 
going to study how we can organize our piovision.il government 
nurseIves, without any intervention from the administration; the 
his! task id this provisional government will lie to prepare a draft of 
a constitution, which will then lie voted on by the people. Once 
this proposed constitution is adopted, plans will be made to hold 
elections to select a representative government, elected by the pco 
pic and for the people." 

. 'Ilie principal aim of this Special Congress is to form, to es¬ 
tablish, a common national liberation front." 

Whereas the above charges have been brought against the de¬ 
fendant; 

Whereat as a consequence it is the duty of the public prosecutor 
to open an investigation even in cases where the denunciation is 




anonymous; and it is likewise his duty to seize j magnetic tjpc re- 
cordcr if it is likely that proof of the infraction may be forthcoming 
as a result of hearing the tape; 

HIE TRIBUNAL AFIER FULL ARGUMENT 

Kinds the defendant guilts of charge 1 /a. b. and c. through the 
application of the provisions of article zo of the Penal Code and on 
the basis either of article 1S6 or article 191 of the Penal Code, since 
penalties that are comniinatorv by law are identical, and sentences 
him to a penalty of four months of principal penal servitude; 

Finds the defendant guilty of charge II /a and b. through the ap 
plication of the provisions of article 20 of the Penal Code and on 
the basis either of article 186 or article 191 of the Penal Code, and 
sentences him to a penallv of two months of principal penal servi¬ 
tude! 

Decrees that these sentences shall be served consecutively, that 
is to say, six months of principal penal servitude. 

<>idcrs that the defendant be taken into custody immediately 

Thus judged and pronounced in the public session of |aniuiy si. 
iq6o. in Stanleyville. 

On January 22 another scandalous incident 11 iddenly occurred 
The colonial administration secretly decided to transfer Lumumfsa 
1 0 the prison in Jadotville, in Katanga 

TF.LECRAM FROM LUMUMBA I'O HIS AI IORNKYS 

ROM AND M.SBHl's, ATTORNEYS. STANLEYVILLE 
BS 5826/5^ (ADOTVIM.E 119 14 IIOO 

RECEIVED TELEGRAM THANKS STEPS TAKEN STOP ASKED ANTS INSISTED 
BT VISITED BY YOU BEFORE DEPARTURE BUI AUTHORITIES STAN 
FIERCELY npposrn STOP WAS TRANSFERRED JADOTMU E UKPER HIP 
FOUS CIRCUMSTANCES THROWN ON PLANS BAREFOOT SHIRTLESS HAND 
CUFFED AND PHYSICALLY ASSAULTED TILL ARRIVED ON BOARD STOP TOR- 
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TURK CONTINUES ALL MY POSSESSIONS REMAIN PRISON SIAN AND NO 
CHANGE. SKIRT STOP PLEASE PICK UP MY THINGS PRISON AND GIVE 
THEM MY BROTHER SIOP AM L\ MAXIMUM SECURITY PRISON JADDT- 
VTIIT RESERVED EXCLUSIVELY COMMON CRIMINALS Dl.SPIir. MY LEGAL 
STATUS AND NATURE MY SENTENCE SIOP KEEPING CALM AND COL¬ 
LECTED 

Lumumba 

fir order to thwart the administration* maneuvers, the Congolese 
leaders at the Round Table Conference formed a United Front on 
January 19. and all the delegations demanded that Lumumba be 
u-r free, »ith Joseph Kaunubu, Joseph Bolikango, and Allied Kfl- 
thamura string as then principal spokesmen. 

On January 2f Lumumba uat released from the Jadotville prison, 
despite a recommendation to the contrary by the Office of the 
Cos, r nor Ccnrral in Ixopnldullc Lumumba took off from the 
Etiusbethville airport amid the acclaim of thousands of Congolese 
and armed in Brussels on January 25. 

/1 nnurnba gave this unpublished text to lean van Licrde on his 
amssil in Brussels It mi- marked for the Round Table session of 
Thursday, /artisan but star never delivered. 

I would like first ol all to flunk the Belgian people, who rejected 
a repressive policy in the Congo; and (oining their efforts with those 
of the Congolese people in the latter's struggle for their independ¬ 
ence. secured my release from prison, thus allowing me to partici¬ 
pate todav in the Round Tabic Conference, where the future of the 
Congo n at stake. 

I would next like to point out that my liberation will lie meaning¬ 
ful only if all other Congolese political prisoners are also freed. The 
Belgian people arc not aware that there arc still thousands of Con¬ 
golese in prison today and that many more arc now being tried in 
the courts. 
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Although certain political leaders have been freed because public 
opinion was alerted, it is still necessary that the countless militants, 
both ol the MNC and of the other political parties, who are still 
being persecuted without the public’s being aware of it, he granted 
nn immediate amnesty that will put an end to the repression of 
which they ate the victims Measures thar will put an end to the 
present climate of oppression and unrest must be taken immcdi 
ntcly. 

The MNC notes with immense satisfaction that the principle ol 
immediate independence lus been ncogni/cd In conceit with all 
the other political parties, it calls for the proclamation of independ 
cnee on June i, i960. 

We want this independence to be a genuine independence, and 
not a facade. 

We also want the independent Congo to be muted for the higher 
interest of nnr country. Such unity is not only necessary but iihIis 
pourable fi 1 h us economic, social, and political descl 

opment ol the Congo. Such unity must be accompanied by a bread 
decentralization, which will take into account the diversify ol the 
great Congolese nation. 

The Congo today is practically under martial law We do not un 
derstand why the Belgian administration is stepping up its pohey of 
repression against the Congolese people at the sxrv moment that 
the iM i ivemment is Mowing before the necessity of recog¬ 

nizing the immediate independence of tin CoiigO. Ilm paradoxical 
situation must Ik ended It can only create further incidents harm 
(ul to good relations between Belgium and the Congo. 

The setting up of new institution' must be earned out in a calm 
atmosphere within a peaceful society. We believe that the future 
organization of the Congo must be the work of an elected assem¬ 
bly, with all men and women eighteen or over enjoying the right to 
vote. 

ft is indispensable that the necessary measures be taken at scs 
sions of the Round Table to ensure that these elections arc ficcls 
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properly conducted, so that they will in no way be controlled 
influenced by the administration. 

When I went to the Hlisabcthsillc airport to take the plane to 
rlgium, on the scry same day that 1 was released (min prison, 
Is of people turue-d out to publicly express their joy at the 
though! that the Congo is to be free in a few days. 

Y.stceelay 1 was in prison and being beaten; today I am taking 
my place among my brotheis at tine Round I able. I shall partici 
|utc in its labors without bitterness and without rancor. 

United m our hearts and our feelings, we shall all work together 
tu Mnild a powerful and proud Congolese state m the heart of BlOCfc 
Africa. 


After the Round Table session selling the date /or independence. 
I.umum/w and members of uveral other Congolese delegations 
(tribal chieftains. Asv-reco, Coiwfctff) met ill (be evening to cede 
hate the amt During this meeting. Lwmimlxt made the follow 
Ing statement. 

We have gathered together this evening to celebrate the coming 
iiKkjrcndcncc of Hie Congo, the date of which has just been sol 
dimly ret as June *0. iqfc). I Ins is a historic date for 0111 beloved 
ami beautiful country. Belgium has .tided the Congo for eighty 

1 year tin- peopk "i the < ongo havo been m eon 

tmuous contact with the Belgians. Belgium Ims done magnificent 
work in Afnea, and we are sincerely proud of being the bcncficiaiies 
of that labor But as in every human undertaking, change must 
conic about In recent sears, the Congolese |>eop)c were restless and 
.hounded their liberation ftom the colonialist regime. This period 
followed by hesitation, by discontent, by misunderstandings. 
ITkic was a greater and greater rift between the Belgians and the 
( Vmgolcre. between Belgium and the Congo. We must regard what 
lus happened in recent years as a page in history. And I cannot let 
this day go by without Gist thanking the king, who has endeavored 
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to earn- out and pursue the work of Leopold II with courage and 
determination and has visited the Congo in order to evaluate the 
situation personally, thereby seeing that tin- Congolese people were 
loyal to him, although they wanted nonetheless to enjoy the pre 
rogatives of sovereignty without delay. 

Independence docs not mean a break with Belgium, nor the ex¬ 
pulsion of Belgians from the Congo It means that the Congolese 
bas e grown up and want to govern their country with the continued 
cooperation of the Belgians. I he Congolese people will take up 
their responsibilities tomorrow. As thc\ assume tlwii task. !he\ will 
llecd the advice of Belgium. 

Why would Belgium not experience wh.it oilier nations have ex 
periencttl? 1 shall cite the ease of Ghana, which has become totally 
independent without severing its tie* with Gnat Britain We here 
publicly state that we are going to guarantee the property rights of 
Fuiopcan enterprises, both those of Belgians and those of other na 
lionalitics, and the safety of their pc-rsoimcl 

We icspcct people's possessions and persons. We arc not pirates 
li would be inconceivable for our people to destroy what las been 
accomplished or to appropriate Belgian property 01 the Congo. 
What we ask is that the Belgians in the Congo adapt to the new 
situation and put themselves in the service not only of the Congo 
lese people but of humanity. 

The Belgians will be the first to be proud of m and the first to 
say that we have accomplished something magnificent. We would 
like tn ask, to insist particularly, that colonial functionaries ahan 
don their present attitude toward Africans. Those who at. unwill¬ 
ing to adapt tn the changes that will be made in the country ought 
to leave the Congo Those who wish to remain in tin country will 
enjoy our sinccrcst friendship. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we are frankly expressing our feelings in 
this regard. We arc seeking frank and sincere integration. We arc 
going to prove in days to come that friendship between peoples is 


not an empty word and that even though we have not been ade 
quatciv prepared, we arc going to govern our country without hatred, 
in a spirit of modesty, calling on Belgian technicians and advisers 
to help us. 

We will have peasant cooperatives, and Belgians who wish to 
come to the Congo tomoirow will find a fraternal welcome in our 
country and will be abk- to help build the Congolese nation side by 
side with Congolese peasants. 11 m requires a climate of confidence, 
of social peace. We will endeavor to bring calm, dignity, and order 
to the Congo. 

Methods must • lunge and contribute to dit improvement of the 
living conditions of Congolese workers. I am grateful to the minister 
of the Congo, lo the prime minister, to all the ministers and mem¬ 
bers of Parliament who have vet the date of our independence. 

All fourteen million of om people share onr joy. 

Patrice Lumumba immediately look a leading iota in the labors 
0/ the Round table, openly denouncing the backstage maneuver 
ing 0/ Hu European ads-isers of Mow Tihomlw'f Conakat, who 
were attempting to destroy Congolese unity On February q, Lu 
rnt 4 tnba prevented a propotat that he, Joseph lltfo, and Daniel Kama 
had drawn up the evening before: 

When the work of the Round Table Conference is concluded, it 
will proceed to appoint an Executive Commission. 

Composition: 

This commission will lie made up of twenty-one members, to be 
chosen by the delegates to the Round Table Confcrence. 

There will be a Belgian president, having the rank of minister 
plenipotentiary heading a special mis'ion. His appointment will be 
approved both by the Congolese delegates and by the Belgian gov- 
eminent There w ill be a Congolese vice-president. 

One section of the commission, composed of six Congolese mem 
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l*!' and one Belgian member, will remain in Brussels. It will be di 
reeled by the vice-president of the commission. It will work in ck»e 
collaboration with the minister of the Congo. 

A second section, composed of the ptesident, twelve Congolese 
members, and one Belgian member, will reside in tlie Congo It 
will work in dose collaboration with the governor-general. Certain 
of its members may he sent on special missions. 

Duties; 

(a) To see that the recommendations and the decisions of the 
Round Table are carried out; 

(h) To see that the right* of man, and particularly individual 
freedom, freedom of assembly, association, and information, ficv 
doin to engage in electoral campaigning, and protection of prop 
city and persons, are respected; 

(c) To see that measures having a serious effect on the future of 
the Congo arc not taken without it. approval, 

(d) I'o help bring about an atmosphere of calm, harmony, and 
peace m the Congo. 

The preropitives of the commission. 

(a) The right to oppose the adoption of measures that appear 
to it to be contrary to the decisions of the Round Table. 01 of such 
a nature at to prejudice the icgularity of the elections or the future 
n» the Congolese state, 

(b) The right to propose to the minister, to the gosemnt-general, 
or to the governors of provinces iikI local authorities any measure 
capable of guaranteeing the execution of the decisions of the Round 
Table and promoting better relations between Belgium and the 
Congo; 

(c) The right to supervise the mechanisms set up to ensure or 
dcrly elections; 

(d) The right to send its members on missions to gather infor¬ 
mation or conduct research wherever such missions seem nccessjn 

The administration will put all the material means ncecssir for 
the execution of its tasks at the disposal of the commission. 
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Proofing ft cm his stay in Belgium. Lumumba foot it upon him¬ 
self to go on a iKtwe tour in order to convince the Belgian public 
that the two peoples had entered a new phase. Because he was pos¬ 
sessed of extraordinary physical stamina, LrimimifKi was able to 
work sixteen to eighteen hours a day for weeks at a time. His abil¬ 
ity to make judgments and decisions rapidly and his powerful polit¬ 
ical influence constantly amazed his adversaries. 

T his text it a literal transcription of a tape recording of one of 
Lumumba’s ipscc/te* and the ensuing debate. The occasion was a 
public meeting of the Amu dc Pretence African* in Brunei*, Teh- 
ruary (>. 1760. 


FROM PRISON I’O THR ROUND TABLE 

I rame to Belgium last scat to organize a lecture four. The aim 
of my trip was to put Hie real aspuations of the Congolese people 
before tin Belgian people. I told sou what these aspiration! were, 
in this sen auditorium I told you that the Congolese people were 
no longer willing to tolerate the colonial regime that was .111 open 
defiance of human dignity. 

When I returned to the Congo following this Icctuic tour, I ic- 
signed from my |»b in oidci to pot myself entirely at the Service of 
the Congolese people I encountered a gicat many difficulties and 
a great mam hardships, leaving my wife and my four children be¬ 
hind. traveling to every come 1 of the country to preparo the people, 
educate them politicals, imd tr.ich them their duties as citizens. 

You are well aware that Belgium came out in favor of the inde¬ 
pendence of the Congo in its declaration of January 1*. But it was 
a veiy vague sort of independence, for no definite date was set. We 
presented several resolutions to the minister of the Congo; we re¬ 
peatedly demanded to know when the Congo would he granted its 
independence. 

Subsequently. toward the end of the year, we held a congress in 
Stanlesville. I1ii» congress brought together the representatives of 
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flic various provinces of the Congo. More than forty tribal chieftains 
attended this congress. Wc decided to participate in the elect ions 
to be held in December 1959, but only on condition that the min 
istcr open negotiations with us, because the minister had stand in 
Ins message of September 16, 1959, that communal and territorial 
elections would lie held first, in December 1959; and then later, in 
March 1960, the communal and territorial advisers could get to¬ 
gether to appoint the provincial advisers; and around September 
kj6d there would be a central government, presided over by the 
governor general; lie also stated that the Congo could not hope to 
be independent for four years. Our congievs dkl not approve of this 
government plan at all We therefore asked the minister to open 
negotiations with us immediately, The minister Hath refused to 
do so. 

Receiving this negative answer, the congress decided not to soli 
scribe to the government's plan, because we failed to see bow a 
Congolese government could continue to be headed bv 1 governor 
general. We were well aware that if was not genuine iikIcikikIcikc 
fli-il WC were being promised. And we nil tlut we would die rather 
than vote for this plan, which wav merely a cover up fi r flu- perpet- 
nation of a colonial regime in the Congo. I lie entire populace wav 
standing up for its rights; the entire populace was demanding im¬ 
mediate independence; and wc said that we were going to mobilhc 
every man, woman, and child in the country to serve the cauie of 
Congolese revolution, to serve the cjuvc of peaceful revolution, be 
cause our fundamental doctrine, as I stated in this vtr\ auditorium, 
av I have always stated in all uur public meetings, is hived on non¬ 
violence. 

Seeing that the populace agreed with us (thousands and thou¬ 
sands of people, since no one wanted to go along with the admin¬ 
istration any more), the authorities decided to make an all-out ef¬ 
fort to arrest me The local administration then catcfulh liatched 
and staged a plot to allow them to do so. A police officer came to 
our meetings and recorded my speeilies on tape. After all my 


speeches had been recorded, the tapes were taken to the Office of 
tlie Public Prosecutor, and immediately afterward I was issued a 
summons Ihcy told me: "You are to appear in the Office of the 
Royal Prosecutor.'' This occurred while wc were still holding not 
only the NINC congress, which ended on the twenty-ninth of Sep¬ 
tember—or ratlur. the twenty eighth — but also another congress 
bringing together the six |sicl political parties, which opened on 
the twenty ninth Then was a delegation from Rwanda-Burundi, 
and the other political parties had come from all over the Congo. 
Ml of them had taken the same stand, and the officials had said; 
Lumumba is a danguous individual Ixcausc everywhere he goes 
the people follow him If we let him run around loose, our plans 
will fail, because the populace is going to follow him. Wc must 
stop him." 

Since then was no pott&flity of stopping me, they then planned 
and staged a repressive attack on the people of Stanleyville, as I ex- 
I slanted. We wire hold 11; a private meeting behind closed doois in 
a private home. Wc In ml rifle shots —the beginning of the rcprci- 
non Immediately thereafter, we saw dead bodies lying all over; 
there was widespread panic. the |»coplc were ovciwrought -*»«l ask¬ 
ing "Why is this happening, what have we done?" 'Ihen I hid fot 
several days in a home. "We'll see what's going to happen now," I 
vatd They were looking escivwhcrc for me. And after .1 few days, 
when thing, had calmed down somewhat. I came out of hiding. 
When the repression fust began I went to the police and asked 
them to stop shooting I said: "Officers, there is no icason for you 
to behave like this." 'lltcy shot at me Even though I had an ini- 
matriculation card and had the same legal rights as Europeans, I 
was arrested and physically assaulted and thrown into a pitch-dark 
little cell where I was forced to lie on the floor and was given a 
blanket only wlien I ptotested and demanded one. 

A witk later I was transferred to a military camp, where I spent 
a month in a combination toilet and shower room with no opening 
and no ventilation 1 wrote to the royal prosccutoi and informed 
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him thal the conditions in which I was being held were horrible. 
Nothing happened. It was not until my children went to the gov 
crnor-gcncr.il and the general prosecutor and pleaded with them on 
my behalf that I was finally taken out of this military camp, after 
several months, and transferred on December twelfth to a prison, 
where conditions were somewhat better than the ones I had had to 
endure previously. Everything possible was done to break my spirit, 
hut I knew that freedom is the ideal for which from time immemo 
rial, in every country in the world, men have fought and died, and 
I made a choice to serve my country. I bore all my troubles cour 
ngcoutly. 

Eventually I appeared in court, but hcfor< that the governor, 
two days before my arrest, made speeches saving: "I umumhi In* 
tried to dig a bloody trench between whites ami blacks, and I.u 
tnumba was trained in revolutionary techniques abroad.' and claim 
irig that 1 was the one who had incited the populace to riot I was 
vilified in 1■ 1 • ■ ■ il : v. iy. I ssa. «red at, insulted. and dragged 
in the mud limply because I demanded our country’s freedom I 
have never been against the white man; I have never been against 
individual persons; what I have always rebelled against is injustice 
Against a regime whose time was long past I went bcfoic the tn 
bun d. An investigation was conducted: several witnesses were sum 
moned. and each and every one of them declared that it was not 
Lumumba who was responsible for the incidents in St.inkwi!!e. 
"He never incited us to any sort of violence, they said, and testi 
lied that I had always called upon people to remain calm. 

Then when I appeared before the magistrates, they insisted that 
no mention whatsoever he nude of the tragic events of October 5c. 
they insisted that no mention be- made of the bloody events of the 
thirtieth of October: [there had been violence, they claimed 
ply because Lumumba lud nude inflammatory speeches, because m 
his speeches lie had said, “Down with the Belgian colonial policy." 
Because in his speeches he had called the Belgian government a 
conservative and dictatorial government, because in his speeches Lu¬ 


mumba had attacked the prestige of the Congo administration, be¬ 
cause Lumumba had incited the populace to refuse to vote. All 
these accusations were proved to be totally false, and if I was sen¬ 
tenced to six months in prison, it was only so that no one would 
publicly declare that it was die administration that was guilty; it 
VU a pretext 1 was in no way guilty. It was the local administra¬ 
tion that planned the repression; it was the governor of Stanleyville 
who was responsible for what happened in Stanleyville. Thirty Con 
golcse were literally murdered, foi no plausible reason whatsoever. 
There was no unrest whatsoever in Hm l(li I quarter of the ii!\. 
there was no uprising, absolutely nothing; cvciything was calm. Bill 
for yrjis now in the Congo it lias been necessary to bow and scrape, 
to say amen continually, to say yes continually when people should 
be easing no. 111 order to enjoy the favoi of the- administration or of 
certain colonial circles. When a person w ishes to defend his coun¬ 
try. when he wishes to defend freedom, I lie label “revolutionary” is 
immediately pinned on him. he is immediately called an agitator, .1 
petty hoodlum — all suits of names. 

After these events, the minister came to the Congo and saw the 
realities of the situation. Then the king came to the Congo, directly 
to Stanleyville, lie saw with his own eyes that Hie populace was no 
longer willing to tolerate the colonial regime. The very same day 
that the king arrived, thousands and thousands of people went to 
the prison and said. We want l.umumba released from prison to¬ 
day." 11 k king realized that lln* was the situation throughout the 
country, and finally, after all flu: misunderstandings and the lack of 
comprehension, the Belgians bowed to the evidence: the Congolese 
people lud to he free. The Round Table Conference was then 
called. 

1 appeared before the tribunal on January 18, iq6o. I was sen¬ 
tenced on the twenty-first The royal (HOSCCUtor asked for a prison 
sentence of four s eats; the- government sentenced me to six months. 
That very das. despite the fact that any gathering of more than five 
people had been forbidden, several thousand people came to the 
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piison after I had been sentenced, Hies surrounded it and said, "II 
la.. isn’t let out of prison, things are going to go very badly." 

On the twenty-second, one das jftcr I had been sentenced, I was 
m inv cell reading, barefoot, in my undershirt, without a shirt Tire 
director of tin prison came in and said, “We've got had news lor 
soil." I thought that perhaps a member ol m\ Iannis had died He 
was accompanied by 3 group of police officer* Hi- said to me. “You 
me to be taken to Jadotvillc immediately.” I said to him, "How can 
Milt possihlv be?" and he replied, "It’s true, you're king trans 
fence)" I said. "But how can I lease here on such short notice’ 
. I should have been advised at least a das in advance so I could 
pack my things and see my attorneys." "No, that is out of the ques¬ 
tion " I said. "Will you please send for ms attorneys?" "Seeing 
sour attorneys is out of the question," he answered They came for 
me immediately thereafter, and as sou can -u I was physH . Is as 
saultcd." They took me away. I svas not even allowed to walk to 
the police van; they thress me in it liki a stick of wood. I w.,s taken 
tu tin airfield, made to get out of the san, and thrown onto the 
plane. My neck svus twisted. I svas manhandled, and all ms things 
were still in the prison. When I arrised in Klnahclhvillc I was 
taken off the plane as if I were a common thief, ami certain fcuro 
pcans took great delight in photographing me, and from there I 
was taken directly to Jadotvillc, where I w.u thrown in a maximum 
security prison, where only common criminals or pmonen »;io hast 
been condemned to death or been given life sentences arc kept I 
svas locked in a cell there. 

Whin the populace learned that I had been physically assaulted, 
several hundred people immediately surrounded the Jadotvillc prison. 
I'lie local authorities were sympathetic. I was able to receive at 
least a hundred sisitois that same das. and on the following day 
I received many more visitors, from Bukama. from riiubcthsillc. 


• Lumumba s*a« wearing bandages on Ins wrist*. 
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from all over, more or less, and on the third day news came that I 
was to -cave for Belgium. 

I didn't have anything, no suit, no shoes, absolutely nothing. The 
authorities had to fir.d me a suit and other things so I could get 
dressed. The Africans took up a collection and bought me the rest 
of the clothes 1 needed. I was esiortid from Jadotvillc by the dis¬ 
trict commissioner and military jeeps. When I got to the airport, 
there were at least ten thousand Congolese there; thes were de¬ 
limited, and kept shouting, right there m front of the provincial 
commissioner "Down with colonialism, down with the colonial¬ 
ist'. long live immediate independence!" and the atmosphere was 
now entirely different. Rcpuitcis came to i*k me what my impres¬ 
sions were. And I told them: "Gentlemen, you may tell the people 
of the Congo, and the lUuopcans in particular, that I am not at all 
bitter, that tins >s.i page of history, and that l am ting to Brussels 
to defend the interests of the country, the interests of the Congo, 
and lh.it I have no intention of exploiting the persona) hardships I 
have suffered, all the injustices of which I was a victim, so as to 
damage future relations between the Congo .md Belgium." 

1 arrived in Brussels and took part in the work sessions of the 
Bound Table Conference, and my position lias remained unchanged 
during the conference. This position is that the Congo must be 
given total and immediate independence. 

On July i. i960, the Congo will join the ranks of free peoples. It 
was on July 1. 1885. that the independence of the Congo was rec¬ 
ognised by the international powers, and the independence of the 
Congo 1* celebrated on July fust each year in our country . On till 
first of July, we arc going to be masters of out osvn fate. 

What steps will now be taken to implement the independence 
of the Congo’ 1 have presented a proposal to the commission 
charged with studying the structures of the Congolese state. Hie 
Congolese people at present no longer trost the colonial adminis¬ 
tration in power During the transition period, from now until June 
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30, an executive commission will have to assume certain duties in 
order to pacify the people. The minister has indicated that he ap¬ 
proves of this proposal, and when this conference closes, there will 
he .1 permanent commission, composed of twelve members nine of 
whom will remain here ill Brussels and three of whom will be at¬ 
tached to the governor-general's office. This commission and the 
minister will jointly study the texts setting up the institutions that 
will govern the Congolese state, fn accordance with the proposal 
made by Senator Rolin, this commission will study and draw up 
drafts of the Congolese Constitution at the same time, so that 
when the Constituent Committee takes over after the thirtieth of 
June, it will have a basis on which to work llierc will also be a 
commission composed of three members in each province of the 
Congo. Our |x»!itical independence is now an accomplished fact. 
Wo can no lougei question the sincerity and the good intentions of 
the Belgian government. Wlut arc we going tu do now that the in 
dependence of the Congo is within sight? We arc well aware that 
political independence will not benefit our people if it i> not im 
m ltd? accompanied by harmonious, stable, and prosperous eco¬ 
nomic development. Independence must uh.iu the improvement of 
the living conditions of us Congolese, and we must pul mix shoul 
tier to the wheel in the days to come so as to bring about a climate 
of confidence, order, and collaboration, not onlv for the Congolese 
themselves hut also for the Belgians and Europeans who live among 
us. 

To us independence does not mean the expulsion of the Euro¬ 
peans now in the Congo; to us independence does not mean .1 sev¬ 
ering of our relations with Belgium. We ate well aware that for 
many years now the Belgian people in the mother country have 
condemned the colonial regime enslaving fourteen million people. 
We are well aware that each time we come to Belgium, men. 
women, and children welcome us with open arms. We ate well 
aware that our Congolese brothers who have lived fot years in Bel¬ 
gium have never suffered, never complained about their relations 
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witli the Belgians. We have encountered difficulties and not a few 
problems, hut only with a handful of colonialists, a handful of liuro- 
puns who live among us in the Congo We dn not wish to general 
i/e. There are certain Belgians who have always understood us; 
there are certain Belgians who have never wanted to come out 
Openly in our favor because they were very much afraid of the reac¬ 
tion of other Belgians who wctc behind the times. But all these 
Europeans can remain as far as we are concerned; the path lies open 
for those who arc unwilling to adapt to change in the country; they 
can either remain there with us and adapt to this change, or if they 
a:, unwilling to adapt to this new order uf things, they can go hack 
to Belgium. But we will guarantee the safety of the petsons and the 
possessions of those who arc willing to work with us. We arc well 
aware that the European companies now in the Congo arc indis¬ 
pensable for the development of the country, and it is for this rea¬ 
son that our government, which will lake over in a few months, is 
going to offer guarantees to these companies, is going to offer guar¬ 
antees to these Europeans who will lie the agents of economic prog¬ 
ress tomorrow, as has already been the case in certain territories of 
Africa Why should Belgium not Ik capable of accomplishing in 
Africa what other nations have accomplished there? Since Cliana 
has been independent, the European population has tripled, and 
when s.m visit Ch.na today, you find genuine integration. Ehc-tc 
arc no problems between whites and blacks. There is a human 
problem, and in our country, in the Congo, the problem that will 
arise will no longer be a problem of blacks and whites, but the 
problem of mutual understanding, the problem of building the 
Congo. And we wish to do this building with the Belgians, and 
with any other Europeans of good will and goud faith who care to 
settle among us. 

You ate well aware that the blacks of the Congo have welcomed 
the Belgians with open arms for eighty years. Our country is a hos¬ 
pitable one. When any European settler goes hunting, travels any¬ 
where in the country, or gets lost in the forest today, he is sure of 
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finding Africans who will welcome him. We arc not racists; wc arc 
not xenophobes; we are understanding people, people whose sense 
of human dignity has been wounded for yean by the unsympa¬ 
thetic attitude of certain persons. I believe, in all modest), that I 
am expressing the feelings of my brothers in the Congo. It is these 
feelings that I am putting before you here. What wc wish to create 
in the Congo is u nation of brothers, a homogeneous society, and 
\se will do everything in our power to combat, to destroy even ves¬ 
tige of colonialism and tribalism 

The Congolese nation today is rebelling against certain people 
who view this turn of events with disfavor, who wish to create op¬ 
position on every hand, TTius there are those who arc trying to set 
the various sectors of the Congolese population against each other. 
Wing Mu word “federalism” a> a cover-up \ << both “federal- 
ism and "imitarmn" arc valid political formulas. But is wc are 
seeing in Hie Congo today, those wlio seemingly advocate federal 
ism arc not really advocating that at all; what they arc realty ud\«> 
eating is separatism. What is happening in Katanga iv that a few 
colonists are saving; "This country is about to become independent, 
and all the riches of Katanga arc going to serve tlu> great nation, 
Hit nation Of the bl.i I Nl. Katanga must be an independent 
state," so that it will be large-scale capitalism that will dominate 
Africans economically tomorrow. And that is the danger. Even at 
the Hound Table Conference, there has been string pulling behind 
tile scenes; those ill power in certain circles have moved m and done 
then utmost to vet us against each other. And what value would it 
have, this independence that wc have demanded foe so long, if all 
it means is that tomorrow wc will fall into the hands of other guard¬ 
ians? What value would it base if it merely meant that tomorrow 
all of us tote each other apart in the Congo’ That is why wc en¬ 
ergetically defend the cause of unity, because federalism in the 
Congo presupposes and clearly represents ethnic separatism, which 
would mean that tomorrow each leader would marshal the support 
of his clan, his tribe, in order to be elected, and then what would 



happen to the six provinces constituting the republic? Eacli chief 
of slate .soil'd be open to corruption people would come and oiler 
a great deal of money for setting up this factory or that; people 
would say, "Your province is very rich; you must not allow your 
money to be sent to the other provinces," and divisions and dis¬ 
sension would be created among u>. And the populace, the popular 
masses, would not benefit from independence at all. We are certain 
that the Congo, with its present political and economic unity, is 
going to pla . a preponderant role in Africa. The time has come to 
day for far-reaching associations. In the past nut various groups 
lord entirely apart from each Other. Through the action of I eo- 
pold II, these peoples sure biought together, and for eighty years 
wc have lived in close association. And everywhere I go on my trav¬ 
els around tlic COURtiy, CvfiB in regions I have never visited before, 
chieftains sav to rm "Our aflaus have been run by a government 
for eighty years, by a unitary government, vn to speak. So why 
should vv<* refuse to lx governed In our own sum tomorrow?" 

It rv not the Congolese who ate demanding federalism. There me 
other reasons behind this, ami that is why we condemn it. we do 
not want this independence that we arc demanding and that we 
have just wuii to » sc t I. w individuals, a few financial groups; we 
want this independence to serve all classes of the Congolese people. 
And I am attain that the Belgian people will take the greatest 
pride lornoriow in having accomplished a great handiwork in At 
ikj. and it would he .< great shame if there were strife and divot 
ders and internal struggles among uv now that Belgium has an¬ 
nounced that it is in favor of the independence of the Congo, so 
that others would say, "Belgians, you have been in the Congo for 
eights years and you have not managed to educate the people." It 
would be a shame if this were to happen; it would he like a patent 
who has brought up a child, who has tried to educate this child, 
and who now learns that he i.v a murderer, a thief. This parent 
would never be proud of his child. . . . The same thing would Ik 
true of Belgium, and that is why wc wish to state clearly that we 
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do not want the government to be under the influence of a few 
financial circles who see the Congo only as a source of dividends to 
be Shared among them. 

The Congo of daddy's time, the Congo of fortune hunters, no 
longer exists today. I hat is a thing of the pj»t. There is a new 
Congo today and we wish to redouble our efforts, to set up great 
tuial cooperatives, .iimI tomorrow we will do away with all customs 
barriers and call on young Belgians who want to help us. We would 
like them to know that a great future awaits them there. Young 
Belgians, what arc you doing staying here ill Belgium' Applause. 
We must build, we must create, down in the Congo. Wt therefore 
extend u friendly invitation to them W’c do not have enough pew 
pie qualified to mn the country. And that i- why I asked Hr- min 
istci to speed up the training of cailics, ami presented him with a 
proposal aimed at achieving this. How could we he given our inde¬ 
pendence? Where arc the men? A iiiiuihci of Congolese must come 
immediately to Belgium and get training in every possible .him. vi 
that on the fust of July we have men to take over the iespomtl>ili 
ties of running the country, and we want tcaclk-rs, doctors, jurists, 
and Belgian peasants to come to the Congo tomorrow mil work 
with the Congolese peasants, showing them Imw to put agricultural 
machines together and how to plant crops. We arc well aware that 
there aic many Belgians who have the best of intentions, who have 
long attempted to come to the Congo, but those who I ave tried to 
monopolize everything in the Congo have always put obstacles in 
their way. But the days of such barriers arc over .is far as sac are 
concerned, and in a spirit of brotherhood we solemnly call upon 
you to aid us. in the name of the Congolese people. 

This is how we view the prospect of Congolese independence 
We are going to fight. At present, moves arc being made in certain 
circles or certain nations to corrupt the Congolese. Some of them 
,11c present here, trying to corrupt one or another of us; we arc going 
to fight all that. We wish to build our cuuntry honestly; in a spirit 
of honesty. I must thank the members of this great house of free 


dotn. 11m house [that of the Amis de Presence Africainc] is a great 
one foe me, even though its physical dimensions arc small. Its gen¬ 
erosity of thought, everything it docs each time Africans come here 
to create human contacts, are what make it great. I'lus contact that 
I have with you it not a lecture; it is an exchange of views. We need 
your counsel Kich time we leave the Congo and come here to this 
house, we find another atmosphere entirely There is a communi¬ 
cative human warmth. [Laughter in the auditorium, where it u'flt 
very hot became of the many people in attendance.] 

We arc advocates of friendship between peoples; this friendship 
must he genuine, and we feel that it is here among you, and tomor¬ 
row the young bdici who arc here will come to out country as 
welfare workers to educate our Congolese girls. Out efloits tomorrow 
mutt bring about a haimomous evolution of our peoples, and we want 
this evolution, the most fundamental one of all, especially that of 
out women, which has been somewhat neglected under the coloni.il 
regime -— w> want our women to have the same level of education 
that we men have, became when a man is educated, it is only an 
individual who is educated, hut when u woman is educated, an 
entire family, an entire generation is educated. We want many 
Congolese girl’ to (MM to Belgium toinunow to git .in education, 
and we want many Belgian gills to come to the Congo to teach and 
ict our girls. And • mi i ■ < nsuM equality between men 
and women that the Congolese movement demands the same poli¬ 
tical rights fm women as for men. We have proposed that both men 
and women eighteen or over be allowed to participate in the coming 
elections. But certain rcactionan circles, those that still insist on 
regarding women as servants, are opposed to this plan and have a 
hand in the scheme to prevent this from happening. I am certain 
that when I go back to the Congo, 1 shall conduct a noisy campaign 
on behalf of Congolese women. (Applause.] 

Ladies and gentlemen, you see what our few basic ideas arc: our 
constant concern has been the attainment of our most fundamental 
freedoms, with no restriction whatsoever. And after a hard fight we 
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have now won these freedoms. I most pay sincere tribute to Bel¬ 
gium. I believe that this is the first time in the history of colonisa¬ 
tion that a colony has attained the rank of a sovereign state without 
a transition period, and today there is no further need for discussion 
between Belgium and the Congo. The period of domination i> a: 
an end, it is over and done with A new eta i- beginning today. the 
second phase of the evolution of the Congo will take place within 
the framewoik of economic cooperation between our two independ¬ 
ent countries, between Belgium and the Congo; and I assure vou 
that th. naturo, the viability, of these fulme rehtiom Wtwein the 
Congo and Belgium depends most of all on the Europeans and the 
Belgians. Wc are very well disposed toward Belgium, but wc deplore 
1 he attitude of certain Europeans who have settled among u 
whose behavior represents a great threat to relations between Bel¬ 
gium and the Congo. I am certain, however, that thiongh th.- effort* 
wc am about to make, even those who did not understand before 
will understand now that their interest lies In tin Congo and in 
working with the Congolese, and wc arc going to ask everyone to 
aid the Congo, to aid the future Congolese government to get 
started and build the country. We have no c\il inn ntious with 
regard to our European brother-* Wc arc going to prose tomorrow 
that wc arc well awm of the Ittps required to create friendship 
between peoples. Ami wc arc going to accomplish this not only with 
words but with ads 1 am cettain that public opinion, the opinion 
of Belgian youth, both workers and intellectuals, the press, young 
people — Belgian opinion in genet.il — is going to support massively 
the future Congolese state. I believe that the Belgians will not 
hesitate to help us and guide our footsteps. Tomorrow, in ten scars, 
in twenty years, in fifty years, the Belgians and wc Congolese wall 
be vers proud to base brought grandeur to the center of this Black 
Africa that was once a mysterious continent, in harmony and mutual 
understanding. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I put myself at your disposal to answer 



ins questions yon may wish to ask me. Our people await us today 
with impatience and enthusiasm. As wc go about creating national 
unity, as we sing of our freedom tomorrow when independence is 
proclaimed, we will set a date w ith y ou, wc will extend an imitation 
to you to join w ith us in proclaiming the independence of the great 
Congolese slate. [Apptoute. 

Q. Mr Lumumba, did you say that you were hostile to the prin¬ 
ciple of federalism? Do son believe that the Congo, being what it 
is, that is to say a v«t country with 1 number of regions that are 
quite different, can be effectively administered by a central govern¬ 
ment? Would y ou lie opposed, for instance, to six republics? Would 
vou be opposed to a slate such as the United States of America, 
which is not a republic, but states that luve a certain number of 
institution* of their own under .1 federal government and are there¬ 
fore not republics? Would you be opposed to six states that would 
have certain |iowcrs of then own? 

A. My ucw of the matter is this: wc will have a slate, a central 
government And each of the present provinces will enjoy autonomy, 
and therefore there will lx a decentr ili/od central government, with 
tire present provincial entities enjoying a certain autonomy and cer¬ 
tain specific jI 1 \ defmed powers. At today's meeting of fhc com¬ 
mission, even those who were in favor of fcdcialism came around 
to tlm conclusion, which is absolutely necessary if the political and 
economic unity of lire Congo is to lx picstived, though the prov¬ 
inces would »till enjov .1 certain autonomy and some power in 
matters of provincial interest. It is thus absolutely necessary that 
each province lie administered by a provincial assembly and an 
executive who will be guided by a commissioner of the central gov¬ 
ernment. Wc have all arrived at this conclusion, which satisfies even 
those who were in favor of federalism. 

Q. In your opinion, is this something quite similar to the organi¬ 
zation of the United States of America? 
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A. I don't know how the United States is organized, but what we 
want is ,1 clear definition of what powers belong to the central gov¬ 
ernment and what powers belong to the provinces 

y. Von spoke of financial groups. I would like to know if a Con¬ 
golese government might not have to nationalize certain financial 
groups in order to prevent than from exercising the harmful in- 
flnence that they have exercised in all the underdeveloped countries, 
or do yon have some other solution to this problem in mind’ Spe¬ 
cifically, you have railroad companies in the Congo; do you believe 
that it is necessary foi the Co p 1 government to notionalnc 
them, nr to nationalize power companies? 

A. Given the present state of affairs, the Congo cannot develop 
without capital. 'I his is one point. And our political program docs 
not call fo natiotuUation We would thus 1'*> ■ 1'Wished small 
European companies to continue to do business as they arc doing; 
large corporations alicady vet up m the Congo will likewise con¬ 
tinue to do business as they .ire doing. But what the Congolese 
government will demand is that the national revenue be distributed 
equitably and that the industrialisation of the Congo be based on 
the satisfaction of the need, of the people, w< has. tin nf..:s .w-eh 
and intelligently rejected inn haic! .iikI fast principle' as to whet Ik r 
we arc going to nationalize or do this or that. NVe 11c going to «UkK 
the diiCCtion sve want our government to move in with ait making 
violent changes in the beginning, because w< would ink undergoing 
.1 certain period of crisis or encounter difficulties were we to do so. 
I am convinced that the future Congolese governin', ut will study 
this problem seriously and carefully. 

Q. Mr. Lumumba, I would like to get back to the question of 
structures. Arc you in favor of a second clumber m which there 
would be equal representation of the different units going to make 
up the Congo? 

A. Yes; that is to say. that was my own personal proposal. We 
will have two chambers: the first of these will be a house of repre 
sentatives or a chamber of deputies, which will be made up of 155 
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deputies, that is to say, one deputy per iod.ooo inhabitants. These 
deputies will be elected by direct universal suffrage. Then we will 
have a senate. As there are provinces that arc less densely populated 
than others, we have said that in order to satisfy all the provinces 
there will be twelve senators pci province, and thus seventy-two of 
them in all. In addition, there will be one senator per province 
cho>cn bv the senate as a body. There will thus be equal representa¬ 
tion of all the provinces in the senate 

Q. Mr. Lumumba, it seems to me that if you do that, you will 
arrive at a federalist type of structure, for I believe that the conflict 
is not between federalism and a Unitarian state, but rather between 
federalism and co nfeder ati on, and tint time tending toward sepa* 
ijtism would be more or less m favor of a confederation, in which 
the powciv of the stales forming the confederation would U much 

broader. 

A. I don't know, Ixramc the conclusion "I have arrived .it i. 
that we must have a highly decentralized Unitarian government 
That is the conclusion. 

Q. Arc you in fact opposed to the sort of federalism proposed 
by theCouakat or that piopoud by Kasai? 

A ’lire federalism puqxwd by the C0n.1k.it iv cxlicntcly reaction¬ 
ary and is really separatism. 

P an van liirm By aitd large, I believe that they arrived at an 
intermediate position between the various federalist positions — 
that of the coalition, for example, since that of the Couakat is ob¬ 
viously motivated by s.paratist intentions — an intermediate posi¬ 
tion between that of the coalition and that of those in favor of 
Unitarian power, but as Lumumba has put it so well, it is necessary 
in any event to deal with questions of political powci or economic 
questions on a unified national basis, just as higher education would 
obviously not be left in the hands of the provinces. There ate not 
going to be ‘i\ universities in the Congo, natuially, but it is clear 
that it will be the centralized state that will make the decisions in 
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this whole area. As lit lias explained, the provincial powers will be 
subordinate to federal principles on the provincial level. 

Patrice lumumba. It was in regard to this very subject that the 
leaders of the C0nak.1t and the Abako coalition recognized and 
agreed with us that the granting of prospecting rights within con¬ 
cessions, those ol milling companies foe example, lies within the 
province of the central power. We discussed the Union Minierc and 
Inga in particular, Isecauve there were certain provinces that thought 
that these riches would belong to us if there were federalism. We 
have said that this will in no way be the ease; the riches of the 
Congo are a common patrimony that mint benefit all clasu« ol 
people. 'I he right to regulate all these companies and Inga belongs 
to the Central power, and thus to the central government Kan/a 
hits indicated that lie agrees, as has the C0nak.1t We thus won an 
important point today. 

Q. Mi. Lumumba, you have stressed the danger that you might 

mu into a dictatorship of Be) incapil Congo, but I believe 

that there is one problem you slid not discuss: this situation might 
be brought about not only by Belgian capital, Imt. as sou know 
'try well, there arc also powerful foreign interests that arc obviously 
phi) i"g « very active role at the Hound I able Conference now being 
held in Brussels. I here is not the shadow of .1 doubt tint contacts 
are being established between the representatives of the great 
powers, whether those of Moscow or those of the United States, but 
it is also certain that above anti beyond this question of the inde¬ 
pendence of the Congo there arc economic questions that arc play¬ 
ing a preponderant role. We must not forget that the Congo pro 
duces nearly 45 percent of the world s topper, and SO on . . . and 
there obviously is foreign capital interested in this fact. Don't sou 
believe that there- is also the danger of a dictatorship by capital 
coming from these sources? 

• At tlm point Danlrl Kaiua hid replaced Joseph Kasa-.nVa 1. the Abako'* 
representative at Hie Round Table, lor the latter had disappeared 


A. There definitely is a danger of this, and I have pointed it out 
111 a message I sent the people of the Congo today, in which I myself 
said. There arc certain delegates to the confeiencc who have flown 
off to other countries that I do not care to mention.’ This is what 
I 'did: we arc going to combat all these moves to bribe us. There 
is an obvious danger of this. Steps have already been taken in that 
direction; people have been coming to us and saying, "Listen, we arc 
going to help you,” and so on. . . . “The Belgians don’t have 
enough money to develop the Congo, because it’s a huge country." 

I his is a great danger, 3iid that is why I publicly denounced these 
views in a message addicssed to the Congo. 

Q Mr Limmniba, sou said that economic and social develop¬ 
ment must iccoinpany political development. Has your party, the 
MNC. already set up a program for this? 

A Since wv .in- a political party, we obviously have is political 
program, a social piogram, and an economic program, because the 
three always go hand in hand. There is no political parts that hat 
ans rca>on lot being il it docs not have a r.ittonal program m all 
these areas. We arc going to publicize this program during the 
coming elections and sax straight out to the people here il OUI 
economic program, our social program, and this is what we are going 
to do it we aic m power tomonow, because things arc different now. 
I know for a fact that when I cann here !,i'l vcai I was 1 nitinu.illy 
asked, as I was even in the Congo. "You keep demanding independ¬ 
ence, of course, but where ft your political and economic program? 1 ' 
I replied, "It’s no use having one until were in power} vou’ll just 
take this program and file il away in a drawer or throw it in the 
wastebasket." But the time Ins now come to present our economic 
and social program to the people; it was nccessarv to obtain out 
political independence fust, however, for ever)thing cist- depends 
on it. 

Q. Do you really believe that you have all the African population 
behind you, even when you defend the right of women to vote? 

A. I for my part have said that this depriv ing women of the right 
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lo vote is nut fair since women are counted in the census right 
along with men. To me, the excuses [for not giving them the vote] 
arc pointless. It is simply an attempt to keep women on the side¬ 
lines. but all the educated young people understand that we arc no 
longer living in the old days when women were always regarded as 
people who should stay in the background, and I know that the tide 
is running in favor of women and 1 have therefore llr.ads >:t up a 
laigc national organization, the Union dot Femmes Dvmociatiques 
du Congo (Union of Democratic Women of the Congo', a political 
organization bringing women together, and women all over the 
country are beginning to agitate, to demand independence, and I 
know that in December, when we held our congress there was a 
woman who delivered a magnificent speech, in winch she -aid. If 
we're not allowed lo vote in the coming elections, wc'ic going to 
sabotage them." [Laughter in On ,mdienc*.| 

£). Mr. Lumumba, you mentioned tlie future iclatiom between 
Belgium and the Congo jut now, and mid that you wanted these 
relations to continue to lie vers close ones. What form do sou think 
I best* relations should lake’ One- similar to that in tin French Com 
munity or ill the British Commonwealth? Have sou any Ideas on 
the subject? 

A. I do have an idea. I know- what form these relations should 
take, but U w« have not yet ft Mhcd an agreement. I cannot die 
enss my personal intentions in this regard, since I want tins nutter 
to be settled in and through unanimous agreement with all my 
friends, and 1 am not in the habit of taking personal stands, espe 
dally at u time such as this, when we are actively negotiating with 
Belgium. 

y. Mr. Lumumba, you are extremely generous with regard to 
the situation of the whites in the Congo, the great maynnty of 
w hom you w ould like to see remain in I lie Congo. But in the inter¬ 
ests of tlic Congo itself, two problems seem to me to arise 

— The first is that of the administration there is a great stir in 


the audience at this point], a:i administration that has been colo¬ 
nialist; isn't this a danger to the independence of the Congo? 

— Tlie second is that of giving back the Congolese people as a 
whole their rightful share ::i property and laud, which has been dis¬ 
tributed in a rather capricious way. to sav the least. Isn't the recovery 
of large and small paicels of Congolese land going to pose problems 
that will threaten the situation of certain colonials living in the 
country, both these with large holdings and those with smaller ones? 

A. As regards the question of government functionaries, it is 
certain that there arc many obs that will have to he turned over to 
.Africans after the first of July. There are certain functionaries who 
Will become useless, so to speak, because they cost a gicat deal in 
the first place, and we luve Africans who luve the necessary apti¬ 
tudes to carry out these functions and who will cost the Congolese 
state less But I also know, on the othci hand, that there arc fime 
tioruries presently in tlie Congo who will fill the role of advisers and 
technicians, and we arc going to make an agreement with the Bel¬ 
gian gover n ment m regard to Belgium’s technical assistance to tin 
Congo, thus allowing these functionaries to stay in the country We 
ate gong to giant them .. special status within the- framework of the 
overall status that the new government will establish, because we 
cannot send all the funetionaiies now in the Congo packing, for fust 
W« need men to replace them This must Ik done gradually, because 
we do not want to give the impression that in our eyes independence 
is tantamount to a sudden seizure of power, and since this is a deli 
calc matter, it is in our interest to do this in a very intelligent sort 
of way. whenever thete is an African who can fill a certain job, he 
will be given priority , and I know many functionaries who tell me 
that thev arc read* and willing to serve the young Congolese state 
with the same* loyalty that they have always served the Belgian 
government I know that there are some who have not always be¬ 
haved well toward the Congolese, but you may he certain that on 
the first of July they will act differently. [App/uuse.] 
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As for the land question, it is quite true that the colonial admin¬ 
istration has seized land belonging to Congolese m many regions. 
These lands were seized under the law of eminent domain and then 
aihiturily distributed, and even today there arc large concessions that 
are not exploited. It is to he expected that we will review all these old 
agreements, these contracts, in the superior interests of the people 
of the Congo. But from another point of view, we must take other 
factors into account — I am thinking, for instance, of small com¬ 
panies doing business there which employ native workers. This is no 
reason to say. "Gentlemen, this is an independent government and 
we arc taking over everything tlut belongs to you here ' That sort 
of thing is not done, we are not pirates who are going to seize every¬ 
thing belonging to Kuropium But there arc large concession', the 
National Committee of Kivu, for example, ssitli acres md acics, 
tllOUMndi Of acres of laud belonging to natives, it is quite natural 
that we should lake all of this hack, it i> quite certain Dial will, 
but os I said in the beginning, we cannot lay down bioa I 
guidelines or great principles .it the outset, and definitely ms that 
we arc going to nationalize. I hive no sikii pretensions, and |>fi 
sonally, as a mere leader of a party, 1 cannot foresee the intentions 
of the Congolese government that will take our tomorrow 

Q. My point is tlm. It concerns the constitution. This is the 
key document, and it must he drawn up carefully I do not know 
if you have already drawn up a preliminary diaft, hot you still h ive 
time before independence, my dear friend l.uuiumha • I call you 
that because, like you, I base a icsolulioiurs spirit — to solve Die 
problem of the exploitation of man by man But let me say that the 
world is vast, and by that I mean that when you draxs up a prclimm 
an draft of the constitution, try to show the work! that something 
will have changed in the Congo twenty five scars from now. You arc 
about to create a new state. Do not call only on adsisers from Bel 
gium; there arc others elsewhere to call on. 

How are you going to eliminate the tribal chieftains.’ They have 
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absolute power over their tribes, do they not? It is thus going to be 
extremely difficult to eliminate them. 

And do yon agree that there should Ire universal suffrage? And 
that government funds should Ik granted religious organizations? 

A As to the fii‘t question, I thank you for your advice when you 
say that the Congo must be great twenty fisc years from now. The 
exploitation ol man by man? As to that, 1 say: political independ¬ 
ence will not mean anything to us if it is not immediately accom¬ 
panied by economic development, and this development must Ire- 
fused on the satisfaction of man’s needs. I can say to you in all 
sincerity that ssc arc going to double our efforts to make this in 
dependence real, to make this independents benefit the people, 
not simpls so that they may «njoy freedom, but so that their living 
condition- may lx bettered, and they may see improvement from 
the cultural or technical point of view within the framework of 
mutual aid between peoples. Here in Belgium, you have technicians 
from America, from I'rancc, from all oscr the world, more 01 lew. 
You have Italians in your mines who luve come here to help you, 
and even though Dies are not Belgian you base not driven them 
aw .IS In oui country, in the Congo, it is a fact that Belgians were 
the fust to conn then; they hast accomplished .1 great deal in the 
Congo, and I believe that they base prior rights to a certain moral 
compensation for what they have done in the Congo, but that does 
not preclude OUI calling on other friendly nations, |ii'l as all flic 
other peoples of tlx- world have done, for we arc now living in a 
period of interdependence between nations. 

As regards the other question, about tribal authorities: we arc not 
going to drive tribal chieftains out. but ssc want them to march 
alread with ns, we want them to understand the need to change and 
progress. It is for this vciv reason that many chieftains have joined 
our political organization, personally become leaders in it. and set 
up chapters of oui party almost everywhere in the countty. We are 
therefore going to gis j e traditional tribal chieftains who have au- 
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thorily over their people a privileged place within the framework 
of the independent Congo. We are going to reform present tribal 
institutions, and replace all the tribal districts created by the colo¬ 
nial administration since 1935 with rural communes directed by 
legally appointed leaders selected from among the traditional tnbal 
chieftains. 

As rt-g.iids the voting of a budget for religious organizations, I do 
not know what the Congolese government will do, hut it is certain 
that our constitution will guarantee religions freedom. This is a 
democratic Western practice, and we shall also apply it m our coun¬ 
try, We thus will respect everyone’s religion, creed, and the govern¬ 
ment w ill guarantee this in the country’s constitution. 

Q. What do you plan to do about primary education? 

A, Primary education today is still not adequate. What is more, 
il docs not fit 0111 needs. For a young state such as the Congo, the 
first concern should be to educate people. And th.it is why I bebos 
that education should be the largest item 111 the budget It 1. ntso 
vary to educate men, to train technicians, ami therefore technical 
and professional schools arc needed, because we do not have the 
men we need at present, The colonial regno, was content merely to 
set up a few primary and intermediate schools, hut there jic no pro 
fcssion.il and ti hni il ichoob, tad (hoc ui indispensable In 
tcllcctuah or bureaucrats cannot buihl a country, and I assure voii 
that in our future government our very lust concern will be the dc 
velopincnt of schools, not only prim us schools, but ahovc all tech 
ideal and professional schools, b m already have two iiiUvci- 
sitics tluil are sufficient to meet our needs but we are going to vet 
up primary schools even in the interior of the country, even in the 
bush, so that a year or two from now pnmarv education can lie made 
compulsory. 

Q . Will you have sufficient personnel? 

A We are going to iccruit personnel. And that is why I call on 
young Belgians who have the necessary qualifications. 
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Q. You spoke just now of the validity of certain contracts, but if 
you allow yourself to question the validity of sonic contracts, it 
teems to me that you may cast doubt on the validity of all contracts. 
If the future government casts doubt on certain contracts, why would 
it not question all contracts made in the past? 

A I believe that logically you cannot generalize from particular 
cases I here is no need to generalize simply because there arc two 
or three contracts that must be reviewed. There arc certain contracts 
that must be respected since they arc not at all incompatible with 
the interests of the future government. 

Q Mr I umumba. if I recall correctly, you gave a lecture last 
March ar the University of Louvain, and in the ensuing debate, such 
av the one this evening, 1 asked yon whether* in your opinion, the 

rumors according to which Mr Kasavubu was planning to I .a 

l-owcr Congo State that would be completely separate from the 
Congo and have tics to the French Lower Congo had any basis in 
fact You replied that they dkl not, that there was nothing to them. 
I would like to know if you arc still of tile same opinion today. I 
would also like to ask yon a question that scans to me to lx a very 
vjIk! cute what problem don kasavubu represent today, in your 
opinion? This is doubtless .1 question in everybody's mind at present. 

A. I personally have a great deal of respect for my friend Knsa 
vubu. We have fought together to fre e th< Congo from the colonial 
regime As for what his intentions mis be, I cannot judge them, I 
do not wish to repress any opinion with regard to him. [Applause.] 

£>. When the Congo is independent, will Belgians who work in 
the Congo be able to become Congolese citizens and have the right 
to vote, Mr. Lumumba? 

A It is certain that from the point of view of international law, 
our constitution will specify the conditions that must be met to 
acquire Congolese citizenship. Every Belgian, and every other Eu¬ 
ropean who has settled in the Congo, will be able to ask to become 
a naturalized citizen If he meets the conditions laid down in the 
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constitution, lie will enjoy the same political lights 35 native-born 
citizens. VV'e arc thus not opposed to Belgians choosing to become 
Congolese citizens; on the contrary, tlicy will tlicrcby give pcoof of 
their loyalty to the Congolese nation. . . . 

£>. What is the nationality of Belgian children bom in the Congo? 
A. Belgian children born in the Congo have Belgian citizenship, 
I believe; in the eyes of the law, they arc Belgian citizens. 

Q What about after independence’ 

A. After independence, it will depend or. their intentions 
Q I would like to know what Mr. Lumumba thinks of the pos 
siblc maintenance of "single status." He has called upon Kuropcan 
technicians, both from Belgium and fiom other countries, to conn 
to the Congo, I would like to know what Mr Lumumba thinks of 
the economic possibility of maintaining the single status" in the 
Congo in the yea is to come To simplify the problem. I will take 
two hypothetical individuals: a Congolese and a European having 
exactly the same functions and the same quilificaiions and the same 
salary or a different salary. They arc both indispensable to the cam 
omy of the Congo. 

i.tMUMii.v. I will allow my friend to answer Hut question 
loloki.* I believe that there is no need to raise the question of 
"single status." If you need a Kicnclinun in a Belgian company to 
day, is it necessary to give him csactlv the same status as a Belgian? 
Do von put him 111 the sanu category? No. So I don't see why you 
should ask that question. 

It will he a "single status" only for Congolese. If a Belgian wants 
to cntci the administration and if Congolese citizenship is required 
in the administration, for example, the Belgian who does not come 
under the provisions of "single status' will be given a contract 01 
else may not even be given a job in the administration. So the ques¬ 
tion of single status docs not arise. 

• Evariste Lololi became secretary-general for fon-«n atfairs in 1961. (Editor’s 
note.) 
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Q. We are wondering what fate awaits the base at Kurina after 
independence. 4 

A This is tire first business concern we will nationalize in the 
Congo! [Laughter end applause.] 

O. I raise the question of the marriage bed. There are no children 
present litre. At some time in the future, aitcr you have complete 
independence, of course — I don't know whether marriage between 
whites and blacks is permitted in the Congo — am I right in suppos 
ing that tins will he permitted at some tune 111 the future? Arc mar¬ 
riages between whites and blacks permitted in the Congo? 

A. I believe that there arc no boundaries when it comes to love. 
[Laughter and applause.] 

Ai the question of the structure of the state was being discussed, 
a significant incident occurred between the Conakat and Lemiumfw, 
who directly attacked the Belgian adviser* of the Conakat. I'row the 
Hound Table teuton of l ebiuary 1 1 

"W«- have long demanded the independence of our country. This 
independence has now been won. and will lx proclaimed on June 
\V« an no longer doubt tin sincerity of Bdghliril intentions. 
We thank Belgium and the minister of the Congo. 

“On the first of |ulv the Congolese government will enjoy all the 
prerogatives of sovereignty. We can only regret, however, the well 
hidden influences that have Ixon brought to lx.11 on this conference 
behind I hi- scenes. Were it not for these influences, the work of the 
conference would already be ended. But Ibis was not possible be¬ 
ll • ni'it«v t»vri ID Use Congo gave rise id violent opposition from the 
Bek or I Hr for >1 Wit l<U that they would merely sene impcnali.t denens. 
Mom»n. 111 -. jovcinii.eal -a *!••- attempting to emend Article I, Paragraph ^ 
of the Belgian Constitution, which simulated that only v ■ 1 1 be sent 

to bases ;> lhcOw.ro On January :i. 1955. -h« Council of Stale approved the 
project of the nmhr.r of national defer* presented on August 11958. Hut in 
1059 a pees, campagn was 'aanchcd by leftist oigamzations against the sending 
of tic-an to the Congo It was a sucetss and the cm eminent fortunately aban 
doped Its plans for fighting a passible "colonial war. ‘ 
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cause of the machinations of certain European advisers who arc 
serving the interests of financial groups and foreign powers instead 
of concerning themselves with the problems of the Congo. That is 
why I demand that all European advisers leave this conference," 
the speaker said. [The audience stirs.] 

Mr. Lumumba added that he knows that certain advisers has* 
been paid to sabotage the conference. "As a sign of protest. 1 am 
leaving today's meeting with all my delegates." he stated. 

Mr, Lumumba made a significant statement on February 15: 

The Congolese state will guarantee the safety of overs individual's 
person and property. 

We wish our intentions to be a matter of public record: Euro 
peans who have settled among us and arc willing to adapt to change 
in the country will have no cause for concern. We want them to 
remain and help the future Congolese government build the cotin 
try. Others who come to settle in Hie Congo later will find a 
brotherly people awaiting them, 

On the otlici hand, Europeans who arc not willing to adapt to 
change in the country and bow to the laws of our government will 
have to go back home. 

I lie period of domination is over. We arc beginning that of 
cooperation and mutual aid between peoples 

The minister of the Congo, speaking in the name of the Belgian 
government and his compatriots who have settled in the Congo, is 
asking us for guarantees with regard to Europeans and the capital 
they have invested in our country. We support the minister's views 
and ate ready and willing to take a dear and definite position on 
this mutter. 

We in turn point out to the minister that the situation in the 
Congo is still a matter of concern. Although the date of the procla 
mation of independence has been set. certain administration officials 


are continuing their policy of harassment 3iid oppression of the 
people. We receive disquieting complaints about this almost every 
day, and it is occurring in even- part of the country. In the superior 
interest of the future relations between our two independent coun¬ 
tries, those officials who arc endangering these relation* must leave 
the Congo immediately. 

On February to, Lumumba addressed the closing session. 

THE FINAL DECLARATION AT THE 
ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE 

As we close the Round Table Conference, we fake the flooi in 
the name of the Congolese National Movement in order to put out 
feelings before you. 

We ate particularly pleased with the results of the negotiations 
that we have just had with Hie representative* ot the Belgian gov 
emment aiul Pailiamcnt 

We have demanded the immediate ami unconditional independ 
cnaof oui country. We have just obtained it. 

We have demanded that this independence be total and genuine 
11 k Belgian government, acceding to our desue, has assured us that 
Belgium will i. i power «• itself after June ?o, 1963. On this 
date, the Congo will atum its international sovereignty. It is with 
pride that the Congolese government and the Belgian government 
will sit skIc by vide 111 international assemblies where they will dc- 
fend their common interests. 

We have asked that Congolese be closely associated with the gov 
emment of the country from now until June $0. I bis wish has been 
granted through tire creation of permanent committees that will 
work with the minister of the Congo, the governor-general, and the 
governors of the provinces. Fiom now on, until the proclamation of 
osii independence, tire conduct of politic al and administrative affairs 
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in the Congo will be jointly assumed by the Congolese and tltc rep 
resentutives of Belgium. Henceforth no decisions will be made, either 
in Belgium or in the Congo, without our approval. 

'IliCSe magnificent results, which were obtained through peaceful 
ond friendly negotiation, are deeply gratifying tout. 

Belgium has realised how greatly wc value our freedom and our 
human dignity. She has ruli/cd that the Cotigoltsc people ate not 
hostile to her, hut have simply demanded tire abolition of the 
colonial status that was the disgrace of the twentieth century . 

Hie good will and the good faith of the Belgian representatives 
at the Hound Table Conference were remarkable We cucoutiU nil 
no systematic opposition on tlic part of Belgian members of Parlu 
mcne, We arc able to say that the direction the Round Table tool 
was more or less determined by the Congolese, for every time that 
we agreed on one point or another, the delegate* of tl»c Belgian gov 
eminent and the Parliament eventually endorsed our view*. We an 
all grateful to them 

We arc now going home "with independence in out pockets" 
proud to be bringing out people Hie joy of feeling free and indc 
pendent 

While our brothers in Kenya, Nyasaland. South Africa, and 
Angola arc Hill struggling to attain their autonomy at this moment, 
we arc attaining the rank of a sovereign ‘tale with no transition 
period whatsoever. 

Tin fact that Belgium has freed the Congo of the colonial regime 
that we could 110 longer tolerate has carncsl her the friendship and 
the esteem of the Congolese people 

We want this friendship to be long lasting and free of am sort of 
hypocrisy. We will thus prove to the entire world that tlic idea of 
friendship between peoples has gamine meaning. 

We will now forget all the errors of the past, all flic causes of 
dissension between us, and look only to this nunclom. smiling 
future that awaits us. 

We beg His Excellency the Prime Minister to communicate our 


feelings to His Majesty King Baudoum and assuit him of our con 
tinning good will and friendship. 

We hope that he will grace the ceremonies proclaiming our inde¬ 
pendence with his presence. 

We thank His Excellency the Minister of the Congo and all the 
members of the Belgian Parliament for having heard us out. 

We a Ho thank His Excellency Minister Iahai, who presided over 
the Round I able debates with patience and a profound spirit of 
understanding. 

We also pay tribute to that great and eminent jurist. His Excel¬ 
lency Minister Holm; his personal contribution was invaluable lo 11s 
throughout tlic conference. 

We also thank Minister Van Hcmelrijck on this occasion for 
having taken tire first steps toward fhc independence of the Congo. 
We hope- that he will be present when the independence of the 
Congo is proclaimed and that no more tomatoes will be thrown at 
him.* 

The feet that tins confcrem t h o . I .*td m harmony md ha llif 
tied all the Congolese delegates is a good omen lor future relations 
between the Congo and Belgium. Thoc relation* will lx- established 
under the seal ol friendship aid mutual aid between our two conn 
tries. 

Hie independence that will be proclaimed in tour months is only 
-ii first step toward < ut«mancipation. After hiving won our poll 
lied freedom following several months of struggle, our efforts must 
now tend toward 

(1) bringing about an atmosphere of confidence and calm 
throughout the Congo, so that the MW institutions can lx set up 
111 a sptnt of joy and fraternal collaboration; 

(i) liquidating all the vestiges of colonialism, in particular the 
immediate elimination of all traces of racial discrimination and of 
the unjust laws put into effect during the colonial regime; 

■ I .jTmmba o here referring lo an attack on the rainisWi of the Congo by 
the colonist* of Knit 
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($) putting ail immediate end to the present oppression of the 
local populace in certain regions of the Congo; 

< 4 > consolidating national independence through the creation of 
a stable and prosperous national economy. Our independence will 
be meaningless if it fails to bring about an improvement of the living 
conditions of the masses of workers and peasant' 

We shall also fight every attempt to divide up our national tetii- 
tory. The political and economic unity of the Congo is essential to 
its greatness. 

Wc ask the Europeans living in the Congo to remain among us 
anil help the young Congolese state build the country. We need 
their collaboration. We guarantee the s af et y of their possessions 
and their person. We wish to create llic Congolese nation with 
li: m m lli it each and every person will have his share of happiness 
and satisfaction within that nation. 

Hie doois of the Congo will be wide open to men of good will 
who arc ready and willing to help us. On the other hand, w, will 
iM* - 111 "" into our countt) people «» powen who have iraprrialht 
designs. We prefer freedom in poverty to wealth under domination 

The capital invested in the Congo will be respected, for wc arc 
an honest people. 

Wc ask the Belgian functionaries working at present in the Congo 
to serve our govstnueat tomorrow a% loyuD) u they have served the 
Belgian government in the past. They will all be proud to have con 
tributed tn a work of national reconstruction in a spirit of humam 
tarianism. 

As a young state, wc will need the advice and the technical co 
operation of Belgium. We firmly believe and hope that this coopera¬ 
tion will not be refused us. 

Wc address a fraternal appeal to Belgian young people, to demo 
cratic young people, to tome serve the Congolese state. You will 
find us tu be a brotherly people who need other brothers 

We ask the tribal chieftains to recognize that the country must 
change and to cooperate with the political leaders in the building of 


the country . We have reserved an honorable place for them in fu¬ 
ture institutions. 

Wc ask Congolese citizens to unite and pool their efforts so as 
to build a great, united, strong, industrious, and prosperous nation 
in the heart of Black Africa. 

Long live the independent Congo! 

Izsng live Belgium! 

Long live the friendship between our two peoples! 

After the Round table Conference the various resolutions began 
to take concrete shape. On Match 8 .1 law was passed creating 
executive colleges foe the transition period before independence . 

On March >4 the governor set up the General Executive College, 
consisting of Lumumba, KoMVtibu. Kolya, Kathamura, N) xmgwile, 
and Mwam/sa. 

On April j and 4 Lwnurnba presided over the Luluabourg Con- 
gre>* {111 the capital of Ka-ai), bringing together the Luluas and ten 
Kasai c*imitations, the resolution patud were unitarist in spirit, 
and from this moment on I uinumba succeeded in getting all those 
who were not members of the Kalonfi-MSC tofoin with him. 

On April 10 amt 11. larmumba presided over the Congress of 
(Usquilhatville (the capital of Equals in Province), and on May 1 
and : he participated in the Congress of Inongo < Lake Leopold It ). 
On April 19 he ssat in Accra again, where he issued the following 
declaration. 

I muvt here compliment the Belgian government foi the spirit of 
understanding it lus displayed on this occasion. Belgium has realized 
that the Congolese people were not hostile to her. but merely de¬ 
manded a change of regime and the end of injustice. 

This independence will be total, and in three months our country 
will attain international sovereignty. 

1 must emphasize that time is no country in Africa that has won 
its independence more rapidly and more easily than the Congo. 
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Ghana had to fight ten ycais to win its independence. Algeria, which 
has been fighting for more than five sears, arms in hand, lias not 
>ct won its freedom. The same is true of our brothers in the Cam 
croons, in Kenya, in Nyasalmd. in South Africa, in Rhodesn, in 
Angola, in Mozambique, and so on. . . . 

Having realized that the Congo belongs to the Congolese. Bel 
ginm has earned a great deal of good feeling in Africa today. 

‘Belgians arc loyal and courageous," all the Africans whom I 
have met since coming to Accra have tokl me. 'Wherever we sec 
Belgians, we will welcome them with open arms,” they add 

M this moment, tension developed in the Congo at a remit 0/ 
the tribal conflicts between l.uluas and Batuhu and the widespread 
unrest in Mankind and the Lower Congo. 

European circles were disturbed and asked for military reinforce 
incuts to protect than ; the Ahako demanded a piouuonal govern 
111.011; f.nmtrrnfhi resigned from the Executive College, demanding 
that it become a provisional government and that the head of «tale 
be elected by direct unhvrtal suffrage 

The MNC was expanding rapidly and if. ■’national' character 
made it a power tv he reckoned with in the election, set for Mur 
i</*>. On May i ./ Lumumba reported on his position by telephone 
to Agence Btlga in lirussets. 

nespitc my entire goorl will and my desire to collaborate with 
the administration, it is no longer possible to unction the govern 
Hunt’s present policy, which is dangerous and will kad to explosive 
situations. I have repeatedly given proof of my good will. I have 
warned flic minister and the governor-general, but thex have done 
nothing. I resigned from the General Executive College while it 
was sitting in Stanleyville, but my resignation lias not been ac¬ 
cepted. In order to rectify the situation, the MNC demands. 61st. 
the expulsion of approximately fifty whites, among them certain 


members of the administration, who arc stirring up double. They 
ate (lie same whites who hooted and jeered at Mr. Schcyvcn when 
lie visited Stan The governor-general says that they were punished, 
hut they should have been expelled. Second, the situation is such 
that it is not at all certain that there will not be incidents in the 
Congo before June ?o. “I liat is why the MNC is demanding that 
the General Executive College lx immediately transfoimcd into a 
provisional central government, and the provincial executive col 
leges be transfoimcd into provisional provincial governments. The 
MNC has also decided to oppose and re|i<t the Round Table de¬ 
cision calling for the appointment of the chief of ‘talc by two 
Chambers meeting jointly. Tlicrc has been string pulling behind 
the scales for •id far that time will he nunc of this 

after the elections. Wc foil <hal the pCOpfo will not approve of a 
chief of state appointed In two Chambers and that the Congo will 
then experience even more serious troubles than it has to date. 

Ihc chief ol state must he ilioseu lay the people, and that is why 
the MNC lias recommended that lie be elected directly. I’lic ad- 
ministration must find .1 solution; it should pioposc. for example, 
that two ballots lie < 1st, oiic for the chief nl stale and one lot the 
legislative elections. We cry out in alarm at this juncture. It is up 
to Belgium tu assume its responsibilities at this point. As for me, I 
luxe done abjolulclv everything m my power to warn the imni.ki 
and lire governor general. I have been sent on a mission by the Ex¬ 
ecutive College and will remain in Stanleyville, so that from there 
I may travel wherever my presence is necessary to help avoid possi¬ 
ble incidents. I had intended to go to Brussels, having been ur¬ 
gently requested to do jo, but this is impossible since the minister 
and the govenioigencr.il refuse to make the necessary decisions. 
Despite the sabotage of which my party is the victim, I am certain 
that it will win a large majority in Orientate Province; I will thus 
be in the country during the elections, which I hope will proceed 
calmly and norinallv. 
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On May 16 the king appointed Ganshcj van det Meench min¬ 
ister and general charge d'affaires m Africa. Lumumba was »ui pi- 
cions of this appointment, for he thought if was an dffcmpf fo 
pressure the Congolese. 

In a statement made to Agence Belga on May • iS, Lumumba 
took a harder line. In addition to his two previous demands , for a 
provisional government and the election of the chief of state by 
universal suffrage, he now made a third denund- “The immediate 
departure of troops sent from the mother country, as well as that of 
those troops currently occupying the bases at Kitona and Kuminu. 
. . • This is an affront to the Congo force Publique. It is also an 
affront to General Janssens. The Force Publique with its thousands 
of Congolese soldiers and its Belgian officers it more than ode 
quote." Lumumba accused the administration and the fudges ru 
perviring the elections of having connived with the member* of 
the PNP and rigged the elections. ' The principal objective of the 
Belgian government is to see a puppet government take over, which 
it will be able to control completely," Lumumba added. Af the end 
of Ills statement, Lumumba urged In- follows to hold public dem 
oust rations and take to the streets to demand the withdrawal of all 
Belgian troops from the Congo. "The immediate liberation of the 
country and the immediate transfer of power it the only penuhle 
way to avoid the outbreak of serious incidents, fer which Belgium 
will hear the moral responsibility on the international plane " 

The agitation accompanying the provincial elections, and later 
the legislative flections, caused Belgium to take military steps. Gen 
eral Janssens, the head 0} the Force Publique. considered himself to 
he the great upholder of law and order and came out with irritating 
banalities that finally brought a reply from Lumumba Thu was the 
same general who later turned up in Belgium in re/i and 11/12. d* 
Hearing speeches in favor of the French OAS and participating in 
the activities of colonialist and extreme Right groups. 

On May 25, the Stankyvilkm published this article by Lumumba 
It brought about the seizure of the newspaper. 
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Following General Janssens’ statements, Lumumba declared: ‘1 
am the otic who restored Older." 

The president cf the MNC accused the FP [Force Publique): 

The FP caused the riots in Leo and Stan, but it is incapable ol 
restoring order in Kasai. . . 

Following our publication of an interview with General Janssens 
yesterday, wc base received the following declaration from Mr. 
P. Lumumba. 

The responsibility for the statements made in this text naturally 
lies with its author. 

"Contrary to the misleading statements to the press made by Gen 
eral Janssens, the restoration of order m Stanleyville and through 
out Orientate Province was du< exclusively to the efforts of the 
MNC and not to the Force Publique. 

"It is my presence in Stanleyville and my constant appeals on 
Ok radio and at public meetings that arc responsible for the im¬ 
provement in tlic situation, which has been deteriorating day by 
day in this province. 

The opinions exposed by General Janssens in his statement 
have no basis in fact whatsoever. To call those who condemn the 
brutal and barbarous repressions in the Congo 'reprobate/ to dc 
elite tint 'decent' people are calling for more police all over the 
country is to declare oneself gmlh m the -yes of Congolese public 
opinion. 

The FP is stirring up trouble. . . . 

"According to General Janssens, the Force Publique never com¬ 
mits the slightest misdeed. Wc would like him to know that it was 
the Force Publique that caused the disturbances of January q in 
Lcopoklsillc and those of October *o, 1959. in Stanleyville. It was 
the constables of the Force Publique who provoked these incidents 
and not the black population. There is clear proof of this, and Cen¬ 
tral Janssens will base considerable difficulty justifying himself. 

"When 1 talked until the general three days ago. I told him that 
I would be able to restore order in Stanleyville and throughout Ori 
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cntalc Province without a single constable being present and with¬ 
out a single bullet being fired at Congolese. 

"But he is incapable of restoring order. 

"The Force Publique, moreover, has proved itself incapable nf 
restoring ordci in Kasai. Despite the military occupation that has 
lasted several months now. blood; incidents continue to occur in 
this province. 

"What the general calls 'crude blackmail’ is nothing but an 
honest denunciation of the abuses ami the brutal acts committed 
by the I'nice Puhliqut in many regions of the Congo: uii|ustificd 
punitive expeditions, followed by massacres, arrests, and arbitrary 
sentences —Ibis is the end result of the combined action of the 
Force Publique and the administration. The Congo has lived amid 
constant unrest and terror for more than a year now. Crucial Jans 
sens' arms will not change tins situation in the slightest unless 
power it immediately transferred into the hands of Congolese na¬ 
tionals. 

"If, as General |amsens puts it, 'the Force Publique will not pvt 
in to blackmail,' we hereby inform him that the Congolese people, 
who luve a passionate desire to be free, will likewise not give in to 
the intimidation and the threats of the Force Publique.” 

Hie tension caused by the coming elections continued to mount, 
but Lumumba's withdrawal from the General Executive College 
severely compromised the possibilities of taking steps to lessen this 
tension, jean van Litrde asked him to go track to Ixopoldvillc and 
continue to sene in the Executive College at this crucial moment 
Lumumba replied Immediately 


LETTER TO JEAN VAN LIERDE 


Stanleyville. May 1-. i960 


My dear Jean, 

I have just received your airmail letter of May 25. 


I am continuing the struggle to wipe out colonialism totally. 1 
am making life very difficult for the fascists, especially General 
Janssens. 

I have the backing of the people. I hope to win an overwhelm¬ 
ing v,cto(\ throughout Orientals- Province and in many regions of 
the Congo. We arc bring sabotaged, bill I am holding my own. 

I am planning to go back to laxi soon to lake up my duties 
once again. 

I will me whatever influence I have so that you may conic to 
tlic independence celebration. Please remind me in time.* 

Yours most cordially, 
Patrick 

THE MNC TAKES A SI AND (may 31, i960) 

Having won an overwhelming victory in both the legislative elec¬ 
tions and tin iHOvincial < lections throughout Oricntalc Province, 
with a majority of 99 5 percent, the MNC will soon form a homo 
gen com government bawd "ii wand democratic principles. The 
victory that the MNC lu* won is a proof of the confidence out 
party enjoys among the tribal authorities and the popular masses. 
Tim victory is also a clear refutation of the spiteful accusations and 
slander directed against the MNC and its Icadcis by its adversaries. 
Tlic MNC warmly (hanks the tribal chieftain* ami all classes of the 
populace for thus demonstrating their trust in ns. The members ol 
the MNC who have been elected will do their utmost not to disap¬ 
point those who voted for them. The MNC govtiiimcnt will call 
on all qualified individuals, whatever their |xilitic.il affiliations, to 
assume posts of responsibility’. Members of the MNC who have 
been elected to public office will not serve the party, but the entire 
nation Tire MNC government will guarantee all citizens, both 
Europeans and Congolese, that their property and their persons 

• Lamtunbi offered to intervene chi (can van Lcrdc's behalf because tlic lat¬ 
ter had for ‘ long time been forbidden to visit the Congo. (Editor's note.) 
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will be protected. Its policy is based on the establishment or sincere 
friendship between tribes and races. 

fn order to thwart the maneuvers against the M SC. Lumiunb* 
brought various groups together in a homogeneous nationalist bloc. 
A protocol wtfi signed on June 10. 

PROTOCOL OF THE LUMUMBA COAI.I I ION 

Confronted with the web of intrigue being woven tod.iv by the 
former colonial power on the one hand and by the procolonulist 
minority parties on the other — intriguev aimed at keeping out of 
power the parties and the nationalist leaders who uncjuesliotubh 
enjoy the confidence of all the people; 

In view of the fact that the liberation of the Congo is tlx- exdu 
vive handiwork of the nationalist parties and that »Ik futuie wcl 
fare of the Congolese people now depends on tlu regrouping of 
these nationalist and democratic forces within the country; 

In view of the fact that this regrouping of popular forces is in 
dispensable if the maneuvers of imperialists aimed at the c-tahlnh 
merit of a neocolonialist puppet government ate to be thwarted; 

In view of the fact that the election returns dearly show that 
the people haw vot'd for the 11.1ti- u.ili t partfcl rod that the latter 
would lie committing a crime if they did not join forces in a great 
alliance; 

I'm the purpose of blocking all the maneuvers to divide the 
country and at the same time ensure final victory over Belgian co 
loin,ilmn. the Congolese National Movement MN'C), the African 
Solidarity Party (PSA), the Center of African Regroupment (C6 
tea), and the Balubakat have decided 

(1) to join together in order to form a central anticoloniahst 
government; 

(2) to conclude a pact of friendship and solidarity capable of 
safeguarding the political and economic unity of the country; 
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1 3) to combat all separation and maneuver to divide the coun¬ 
try. which are- liable to bring about the splitting of the Congo into 
small states and cause social unrest in the country; 

(4) to defend a common policy within the framework of na¬ 
tional institutions, both on the lac) of general policy and on the 
economic and social plane. 

Any other party that rtspccts the provisions of the present pro¬ 
tocol may also join the national alliance thus formed. 

I lie assignment of post* in the Central Government to be 
formed. positional to tlu votes obtained by each party, is out 
lined in tin table annexed to the present protocol. 

I Ik parties signing this protocol formally pledge to scrupulously 
respect the clauses thus approved. 

Leopoldville, June 10, i960. 

For the African Solidarity l*or the Congolese National 

Party Movement 

A. GrcrscA I\ Lumumba 

For the Balubakat For the Center of African 

R. Mwamia Kegroupmeut 

A. Kasiiamura 

The following day, June 11, the Lumumba MNC Committee 
took up the subject of the Belgian maneuver* against the national¬ 
ist parties again, but declared that it wo« read} to form a national 
unity government. June 13 mvj« a decisive date, for the minister 
asked Lumumba to go on a fact-finding mission in order to set up 
the first Congolese government. Ganshof van dci Meet sell was im- 
mediately attacked by a horde of rightists for having made tins 
decision. 
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LUMUMBA IN SEARCH OF A FORMULA FOR 
UNITING THE PARTIES 

I'lie minister offered to send me on a fact-finding mission, for 
the purpose of forming a Congolese government. I accepted. The 
success of this mission obviously depends on what contacts I am 
going to lx able to make with all tilt- partus. I am able at present, 
however, to tell you that I already pOSSCSS the political majority 
necessary <>> form a Ltal government, thanks to the majority rep 
reselltation m\ party has in Parliament. I am going to nuke every 
effort now to increase this majority us much us possible, with the 
View of forming a natiou.il unity government. Tim is in line, more¬ 
over, with the MNC s policy of national units, and I do not intend 
to exclude am of tin tcptoentativis of opinion, that earned pop 
Ular support in tin elections from am of the consultations I will be¬ 
holding. I am cutaiii tint a great many of the feelings of appre 
>n that people have toward me will disappear, thanks to ti«- 
contacts I shall have with various parts kudus People must realize 
that I will not use my majority to keep anybody on the sidelines 
The policy of my parts can lx described In SO) tew words 
harmony, order, sccnuty. and confidence. I therefore call on all Eu¬ 
ropeans to remain in the country. Ilieir property and their persons 
will be respected. We want to ukbratc the independence ot tlx 
Congo with them, in joy and mutual good will We will conclude 
a pact of friendship with Belgium. It will be a constructive pact, 
concluded m complete ficcdom and dignity on both sides We will 
arrive at sincere agreements that arc of benefit to both parties. 

Curiously enough, it was the Conakat that was the first among 
the federalist parties to consider entering the Central Government. 
On June 14 Moira Tshombe sent a telegram to Lumumba. 


WILLING ro PARTICIPATE FORMATION Cl VIRAL COVERNMLNT STOP 
CONDITIONS SINE OVA NON FIRST RESERVE MINISTRY ECONOMIC AT- 
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FURS SINCE CONGO ECONOMY OBVIOUSLY DEPENDS CONTRIBUIION KA- 
TANGA STOr SECOND MINISTRY NATIONAL DEFENSE SlOP KATANCKSE 
HEUCATES Will ARRIVE- AFTER FORMATION PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT 
MOKB TSHOMBE PRESIDENTGFXERAL CONAKAT 

Lnmnmbd replied the next day, June 15; 

HAVE CONSUMED OTHER POLITICAL PARTIES CONCERNING YOUR WISHES 
Slop HITS Af.RF I TO GIVE CONAKAT MINISTRY ECONOMIC AFFAIRS AND 
YKE-PREMI 1 NCY CHAMBER Ol Dl.PUIIES SlOP DEC YOU TO CONSIDER 
POSITION* Ol III R PARTITA AND ACIIJI THIS COMPROMISE STOP WITH¬ 
OUT MUIUA 1 CONCT-'MONV AMONG PART IES PIPF 1 CULI TO FORM NA- 
1 IONAI IMIV GOVIRNMIM NAFTCU ARISING FUTURE COUNTRY STOP 
Rll V CRI ST DFAl ON YOUR UNDERSTANDING TO Ol CONGO OUT OF 
l-Ri MM IM PASS I STOP VVI Will BE CRITTCI/TD TOMORROW IF WK DO 
NOT MAN AG I TO I'NDI RSTAND I ACM OTHER IODAY STOP PLKASI REPLY 
1 FI.ECRAM POST II ASTI IOR MUST 'URMII Rl I'ORI TONIGHT MINISTER 
SlOP LUMUMBA 

I umumba't press conference vat published in IndlpcmlaiiCC, June 

15.1^0 

I returned to Ixopoldvilh U'Mdis ill. 1 an absence of thirty 
days. My co U cagua <>f the General Executive College and I louied 

even- province of the Congo. 

During our travels and the conversations we had with people from 
all walks of life, both European and Congolese. I was aware that 
there was an atmosphere of unrest and insecurity throughout the 
country. 

Ibis atmosphere, which I deplore w ith all my heart, is due to two 
factors. 

1. Certain political militants who were very unsure of themselves 
had no electoral program other than attacking certain individuals 
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personally. Independence for them meant the onset of intertribal 
conflicts, attacks by bands of terrorists, and fratricidal wars 'Ilie 
mass killings in Kasai and Leopoldville, organized by specific indi 
viduals whom the administration is trying to cover up for because 
of important political reasons, oiler us inefutable proof. 

2. The administration, being very unhappy that all signs pointed 
tu the success of the nationalists, staged a well planned undercover 
campaign on behalf of certain persons they favored 'Ibis campaign 
was waged in the most influential Belgian circles 'lire objective be 
ing pursued was this: the nationalists, who had the confidence of 
the people, were to be kept out of power, and certain puppets were 
to take Over, for the sole purpose of saving some hidden interests. 

Since they were convinced that official circle. wanted to install a 
puppet government in the Congo at any cost, in order to undermine 
national independence, the Congolese p> | cted forcefully and 
arc continuing to do 10 

This is a battle between the forces of liberation icprcscntcd by 
the nationalist parties, on the one hand, and tin forces of domiiu 
lion represented by the coJoniilio administration, on the other 
hand. 

it if these maneuven behind the scenes th le cause of the 
present unrest. 

Although the elections were vciy badly organized, tins have juu 
ih wn the true face of the Congo: all tire people an behind the 
MNC. We arc more and more successful with each passing day. 
The MNC won wherever it put up candidates. And if we were not 
represented ill certain very definite areas, it is because we did not 
have time to organize and wage a vigorous election campaign. 

In addition to the votes we won in the election, we also enjoy the 
support of millions of Congolese who have given us a mandate 

In accordance with democratic principles, it is the MNC — the 
party which won more votes than any nthcr in the elections • that 
should form the government. The king of the Belgians should cal! 
upon the MNC to form the government. As in all other coun'rics 
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in the world, the MNC should have the right to call on minority 
parties to consolidate its majority. 

Nowhere in the world is the leader of a minority party called 
upon to form the government 01 asked to be the chief of state. 

But what is happening today? 

The Belgian government and the royal palace arc absolutely de¬ 
termined to keep the MNC out of power. They are now uiging mi¬ 
nority groups to form a coalition on artificial bases, so as to appoint 
a puppet government, which I swear the people will reject tomor¬ 
row if these maneuvers behind the vccncv succeed, 

Even though Belgium publicly came out in favor of the independ¬ 
ence of the Congo, its intention nonetheless was to set up a govern¬ 
ment that would be under its thumb I have found out that the 
1 . minister of the Congo, and all Belgian official 
Circles an playing a dangerous game: they already have "their'’ can¬ 
didates foi the office of chief of 'late and prime minister Trial bal¬ 
loons luve already been launched in the press, thunks to the com 
pKcilv of certain journalists. But the people whom they arc working 
for reprerent no one but themselves or small isolated groups 

It wn to obtain this objective that tire Belgian government is 
fencing a hicanui.il system and the election of the chief of state by 
the Chambers on us. 

If the Hound Table Conference approved the proposals oi the 
Belgian government, it was became the colonial administration sent 
people to this conference who did not represent the people at all, 
for the sole pm pore of supporting the government's views. Almost 
every one of the delegates of the PNP, who were in the majority at 
the conference, have hern icicctcd by the people: none of the ptin 
eipal leaders of this government party won in the elections. 

Nowhere in the world has the former power organized and su 
persised the elections symbolizing a country's attainment ol its in 
dependence. There is no precedent for this in Africa. 

When Belgium won its mdqscndcncc in 1850, it was the Belgians 
themselves who first set up a provisional government. It was this 
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provisional government that prepared the democratic election ol a 
representative government. It was not the Dutch, the loimcr mas¬ 
ters "ho organized the elections alter the liberation ol Belgium. 

The government of Belgium is doing even thing in its power to 
cause serious trouble in the Congo tonvorrow. 

We want peace in the Congo and we want the European, wl*o 
have settled here to continue to live among us. We favor Incndship 
between peoples We want only the abolition of the colonialist re¬ 
gime. The Congo needs Europeans, and foreign capital and techni¬ 
cians. Wo " ill turn no one from our doors. 

No European will be persecuted in the Congo. No one will have 
Ins possessions seized. The independence of the Congo will benefit 
all its inhabitants, black and while If we understand each other, if 
we forgcl our grievances and erase Hie eirois of Hie past, we will be 
able to build a great nation in tins country, a nation within whose 
borders injustice, hatted, and disorder will be forever banished. We 
arc certain we will have the support of all the friends of freedom 
and all the friends of Africa to aid us in hmkling our country. We 
arc certain that we will find friends every where 

We ask all those who arc our brothers to put an end to current 
rivalries and dissension The hour of union has come, for the greater 
good of our people. 

T" fill III In rht .mr. -Ill '.oven - I the Belgian gov¬ 
ernment would be to commit a crime against the countiy We have 
never spoken with a forked tongue We are not seeking popularity 
in Belgian circles. 

If the future of the Congo is to be safeguarded, the game that is 
being played at present must be abandoned. 

In the name of the millions of Congolese whom ms party rep 
resents today, I call for 

(1) the immediate withdrawal of the Belgian troops net nth 
sent to the Congo. These troops sow panic among the Congolese. 
These troops are here only to intimidate our people, who seek only 
to enjoy their Freedom; 
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121 the immediate retail of Minister Ganshof van dci Meersch. 
There is no reason for him to be in the Congo; 

5) the election of the chief of state by direct universal suffrage; 

4 the formation of the government by the party that won out 
over tire other parties by a majority in the elections; 

5) the creation of a new national flag. We reject the flag ap¬ 
proved by the General Executive College, foi it was designed by 
colonialists. 

We arc still Belgium's friends But Belgium must not disappoint 
our people. We want a genuinely representative, democratically 
elected government. 

From June 1 ? fo 16 Lumumba ha d marshaled a large majority 
ft* hit goverwmvif, hut Minister Gamhof. who was impressed by 
the obviously large number of his opponents and was being sub 
jtiled to enormous pressure from the colonialists, decided fo pul 
ari end In Lumumba's mission . and called on foseph Kasmiltu 
fo form a government! 

lire p-Jitical temperature rim in I .eopoldville, and the MNC 
violently attacked the minister. 


LUMUMBA'S Rl SCTION I O I HE KASAVUBU MISSION 

(jUNL 17, IQbo) 

Unfortunately, the cards were stacked against me from the very 
beginning Ihc proof of this is that despite the film majority nf 
eighty-four scats m the Chamber that I bad acquired in the course 
of my consultations, the minister, on being informed of this fact, 
not only virtually made lus mind up not to take either this majority 
or any other into consideration, but also called me into his office an 
hour before the time set for our meeting to tell me. purely and 
simply, that inasmuch as I had not managed in his opinion to 
achieve the national unity that had been envisaged, he found it his 
regrettable duty to put an end to my fact-finding mission. A short 
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wliik later — 1 have just now received it — I was handed a com¬ 
munique from Mr. Gamhofs office informing me that Mr. Kasa- 
vubu hail been given a mission in my place — that of forming a 
government. I merely ask you to look at the figures: Mr. Ka.avubu's 
party lias twelve scats in the Chamber and my party has forty-two. 
It is quite evident that the cards were stacked Lumumba was given 
u fact-finding mission to save face. It was deckled in advance that 
whatever results he might obtain, he would never be asked to lorm 
a government. Even though the fact that Kasavubu's party holds a 
very small number of seats makes any national unity government 
other than the one I attempted to form impossible, it was he who 
was chosen in Brussels, when the leader of the Abako went there to 
invite the king to attend the independence celebration; and I do 
not hesitate to say that it was the palace in Brussels ratlier than the 

resident ... who was merely acting on instructions, that pushed 

me askle when success was in sight, because it did not want me to 
succeed. 

POSITIONS OF THF. LUMUMBA COALITION 
{just 10. i960) 

"In his last press conference, Mr. Kasavubu stated that my party 
and the PSA were in agreement with him regarding the govern 
ment that the leader of the Abako planned to form/ Mr. Kasli 
amura said. "It is true that I was received by Mr. Kasavubu. only 
to see him reject the demands I was making in the name of all the 
provincial leaders elected in Kivu and of my party, the Cerca. We 
diked for three portfolios: National Defense. Information, ar.d a 
State Secretariat.* We were granted only the post ol Public Works. 
I refused the participation of my party. That is the truth of the 
matter." 


“I protest Mr. Kasavubu's abuse of the name of the PSA when 
he lists it as one of the parties supporting him," Mr. Gizenga added 
"At his request, I had sent Mr. Mulefc, the vice-president of the 
party, to him to make contact and merely get information. Tn my 
astonishment, Mr. Kasavubu did not receive Mr. Mulclc and 
chose to see three spokesmen from my party whom I had nor 
sent to him: Messrs. Kamitatu, Kimvay, and Mangobo, whose re¬ 
ports I am still awaiting. It is thus incoirect to state that the PSA, 
of which I am president, agreed to participate in Mi. Kasavubu's 
government." 

Mr. Lumumba for his part declared: 

We consider Ins government, if he manages to form it, a puppet 
government even before the fact, for it will be the icsult ol the hid¬ 
den complicity of the Belgian government and will be directed 
against the nationalist parties of the Congo, and above all against 
my party. We obviously cannot trust such a government since every 
democratic and constitutional mlc has been divicgardcd by naming 
to form it not the leader of the party that has proved to lie mi- 
menially the most important in the recent elections, but the leader 
of a minority parts who will have to have the support of a certain 
number of pirtic' of different sizes even to barely succeed. What 
would people say if this were done in Belgium? I repeat: the Bel¬ 
gian government is deliberately attempting to create dissension and 
an explosive situation in the Congo. We will see what tomorrow 
will bring/' 

That evening another meeting took frlacc between Kasavubu and 
the leader of the SISC. They were unable to reach an agreement. 
Lumumba gave the following report of the meeting to Agence 
Belga. 


• Mr Kasha mura apparently would have agreed to pattxipatr in Mr Kava- 
Vllbtl's government it the latter had gr-en hint the pc^t ol numtUt ol infonna 
lion. (Editor's note.) 
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LUMUMBAS VERSION OF HIS TALKS WITH 
KASAVUBU (junk 21. i960) 

"I have met with Mr. Kasavubu again because I fee) it my tc- 
sponsibilitv to see that the government that the Congo so desper¬ 
ately needs is formed as soon as possible and because I refuse no 
opportunity to engage in an act of good will. I was encouraged to 
do 'ii In' the meeting that the leaders of the parties allied 
mine and I had that very morning with the minister, Mr Ganshof 
van der Meetscli, who told me that it was absolutely neccuatx that 
Mr. Kasavubu and I reach an understanding. I his i> all I ask, in the 
national interest," Mr. Lumumba ‘aid. 

"After quickly examining the situation together, our allies and I 
suggested lo Mr. Ganshof van der Meeisch that when Mr Kasa 
vubu and I met, we should agree that he would become chief of 
state and I would become prime minister, it being understood that 
when I formed my government team I would gist as much consid¬ 
eration as possible to the desires of Mr. Kauvubo and lus allies At 
the 1 nd of the meeting the mlobte 1 V otn proposals scan ica 
son a hie. I am going to pass them on to Mr. Kasavubu with my en¬ 
dorsement. I had every reason to believe that my meeting with Mr 
Kasavubu last Monday evening would reflect these intentions and 
permit the leader of the Abako and iik to reach an agreement. I 

.. tell you that I vro unati lost dtoppobMi Mi Km 

vubu mctcly confirmed that he was asking for the post of chief of 
stale and would yield the post of prime minister to me. in exchange 
for our future collaboration, hut that my forming the ministerial 
team myself was out of the question,” Mr. Lumumba stated. "Mr. 
Kasavubu himself had a government team that he and his allies had 
put together. I would have to accept it 'I his was impossible. It is 
difficult to envision a prime minister working in confidence with a 
team that lie lus not chosen himself and that may even include 
most of his adversaries. Mr. Kasavubu told me that he had made 


agreements to this effect with the allies of the National Unity Co¬ 
alition. 1 could have said the same,' 1 Mr. Lumumba added, stressing 
the fact that thr results or Monday evening's meeting were entirely 
negative Mr. Kasavubu spoke to me of the possibility of seeing 
him again at the same lime Tuesday evening. But I wonder if there 
would be any use at all in anothci meeting between us. given the 
present circumstances,’’ Mr. Lumumba said 

In the face of tins situation, it is not so much Mr. Kasavubu 
whom 1 air use as it is Munster Ganshof, who in my opinion is still 
playing the double-dealing game or llie Belgian government, which 
regards me as dangerous and docs not want me lo form a govern 
mint with men I have chosen myself,” the leader of the MNC 
added. "Doubtless Brussels would latlici see the Congo without a 
government on the thiitirth of June than have a I .umumba govern¬ 
ment." lie stated. 

Given these circumstances, there will probably not be a chief of 
slate on June either.' the leader of the MNC also stated. "For 
my group ami its allit s arc natuially not going to vote foi lus taking 
office if this <kxs not meet with then approval, 'I here will thus not 
bi tin ncicuary quorum. I have .1 cleat couuicncc, for we have 
done everything possible In bring about a solution through national 
unity.' Mi Lumumba concluded. It is now up to the Belgian gov¬ 
ernment to assume its responsibilities.” 

Tuesday, /tine ji, tea* a decisive fr.sf 0/ the opposing forces' rein 
five strength. Joseph Ka<avubu. as vie have ice 11, hail been unable 
to form a majority *ith the National Unity Coalition ; anti MNC), 
but only a definite vote of the Chambers. even on 11 secondary quel 
/ion. could show the teal relative strength of the various factions. 
On June ;i the Chamber vm* to elect its parliamentary officers , and 
the \ationcliit Bloc, all of whose candidate s were elected fhanlrs fo 
the iMinumba HSC-UNC-Coaka-Reko-CMa-Balubakat-PSA- 
Unimo coalition,’ was dearly the victor. 

* We remind the reader that th< PSA was led by Antonie Giienga and Clio 
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Minister Ganshof immediately canceled Mr. Karavubu's mission 
to form a government, and this time appointed Lumumba to do so. 

LUMUMBA’S PROPOSAL TO KASAVUBU 

( JUNE 21. i 960 1 

Pursuant to 0111 tall yesterday, in tin- course of which I informed 
you nf my ardent desire to see you participate in the government I 
have been called on to form, I immediately contacted the leaders 
of the parties that have agreed to collaborate with the \ 1 NC in the 
formation of this government. 

All the allied parties have decided to take the importance of the 
Abako into account and thus grant it one of the most important 
posts in our government, i.e , that of Foreign Allairs. It was also tie 
cidcd, fuilhcrmorc, to grant the Abako the Ministries of Middle 
Classes and of Rural Development 

In addition to these two ministries there ire also diplomatic 
posts and scats in para state bodies yet to lx assigned. 

All the parties ardently wish to v«s you assume the functions of 
minister of foreign affairs in the first government team 
As for the election of the chief of state, that will depend above 
all on the unanimous support of all the elected representatives, and 
we shall not fail to speak to them on your behalf. 

As I must submit my report about 7:00 p.m this evening, may I 
ask you please to give me your definite reply and the names of 
those who will have each of Hie portfolios allotted your party before 
this time. 

As I await the pleasure of heating from you. please be assured. 
Dear Colleague, of my most cordial sentiments. 

P. Lumumba 

Member of the General Executive College 

•has Kamiiahi, the Ununo by fuslm Flonboko. lie BilubAat by |i... 
endwt. Moisc Tihombe’s rival in Katanga (Editor’s note) 
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KASAVUBU'S REPLY TO LUMUMBA (JUNE 22, i960) 

I have the honor of informing you that the Abako cannot partici¬ 
pate in this government A it docs not have the posts of Domestic 
.Affairs, Finance, and one Ministci of Stale portfolio, as we agreed 
yesterday evening, in addition to .1 fail share of para state and dip¬ 
lomatic posts. 

With regard to live office of chief ot state. I cannot grant your 
government my confidence as long as no guarantees have been 
given. 

The Bakongos, moreover, arc determined to form an autono¬ 
mous, sovereign seventh province in a united Congo confederation. 

Since your party has been the sole master of the Clumber, might 
the saute not be handed over to another paity? 'I his would enable 
you to establish a balance between youi Chamhets Otherwise you 
will run the nvk of making your decisions unilaterally and compro- 
timing llie interests of the minority. 

Please accept, Dear Colleague, the assuiancc of my most respect¬ 
ful consideration. 

|. Kasavudu 

These continuous negotiations uric a clear proof of the failure 
of the plans of the anti Lumumba coalition. By the morning of 
June :z, the M.VC leader had worked out Im plans for forming a 
government, but the election nf the office's of the Senate in the 
afternoon was extremely important, for by the terms of the Funda- 
mentation /* of May 19, i960, the senator c/rcfed president of that 
chamber wui to become the temporary chief of state if within eight 
days no candidate had obtained fvro thirds of the vote of the two 
Chambers meeting jointly. 

■ The Fundamental Law. established at the Round Table Confocncc m 
Bnwh, mi to be the bade law of the land until the new nation drew' up Its 
own ccnifatution. (Translator - ! note! 
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On the fust ballot, the votes were equally divided between two 
candidates: Joseph lleo (of the Ktftortfi-MNC) and A. Mo/wmlw 
(of the Lumumba-\INC). Eventually Joseph lleo won by a vote 
of -|i—59 but all the other Senate officers u ere won by the Lu 
mumhist bloc. 

On Thursday morning, /line 23, Lumumba declared to the press- 

My ministerial team is now practically formed. 

In a spirit of reconciliation and mutual undemanding. I hast 
made concrete pio|x»s.ils to the principal leaders of the National 
Unity Coalition, and the various groups have examined them. Last 
night the Couakat and the 1 'NP accorded 11* their agreement in 
principle The Abnko and the Aina ttcwbc aptened their data 
to collaborate with me. but they had not set examined ms pro 
pouls. 

As regards the Abako, the problem that anscs n that ul aBolling 
tlm party a definite portfolio and Ml h n.nuhu s candidacy foe tire 
oilier of chief of state. Mr Bolikango of the Puna has aho pic 
sentCd himself as a candidate for the office of chief of stale I m 
formed these leaders that it ssas up to the Congolese Asscmblus to 
designate the chief of slate and that the thing that mattered most 
to me was the formation of a stable Congolese government as soon 
as possible. I am to sec Mr. Kasavubu and Mr. Bolikango again 
this morning. . . , 

At j:$o P.M.. on June 33, Lumumba came out in support of Bo 
likango's candidacy 

I base had numerous contacts with Mr. Kasavubu. I have offered 
his party two ministries, Foreign Affairs and Middle Classes. He 
wanted Finance, a State Secretariat in the Ministry of the Interior, 
and one Minister of State portfolio. Mr. Kasavubu laid down one 
other condition. Me demanded a written pledge from all the politi 
cal parties that they would vote for him for chief of state. The 
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other parties did not accept this obligation. He had also said in his 
letter that the province (of Bakengo] would be autonomous and 
sovereign. All our efforts have failed. He presented himself as a 
candidate for tlic office of chief of state. 1 would like to express my 
sinccrest thanks to the other parties for their efforts and the spirit 
in which tine were made. Mr. Bolikango has presented himself as 
a candidate for the office of chief of state. I personally support 
him.* and I believe that the others will too. 

Tltc goseinment team has now been formed. It will present itself 
bcfoic the Clumbers at io:co i-.m. foi a vote of confidence, 'lliis is 
a democratic government, a national unity government. All Africans 
and Euiopeam will lie safe I am counting on the efforts of all, in¬ 
cluding Belgium and the Belgians, to cam out the task that awaits 
us. 

This <Muc day, alrout 400 p.w . KdMvubu contacted Lumumba 
afiiin and finally offered him the list of Abako minister*. This news 
instantly relxied the minds of fxofde in the capital, who had feared 
Out there would be a Bahongo uprising if their leader were not in¬ 
cluded in the government. Lumumba could now ask Ota Chamber 
for a vote of confidence, and he went before it at 1000 1».M. The 
proclamation of independence seas now fust seven days away, lie 
eventually obtained a vote of confidence, after a confused round of 
balloting and a debate whose four was scarcely worthy of the seti- 
outness of the events taking place. Hit confirmation as prime min¬ 
ister the nett day was rapid and spectacular (60 votes for, 13 
against, and S abstentions 

• A lev <ieiK<t by I anwtnba. announcing that RoHkaiiRo’s candidacy for the 
ot duel of slat, had hit supnwt, had circulated in Leopoldville. But 
Looumha did rot demand party div.iuline in this instance. It was obvious that 
the MNC could not vote tor Botilango it this point. (Editor’i note.) 
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SPEECH OK THE PRIME MINISTER BEFORE 
THE CHAMBER 

Mi. President, Dear Colleagues, Ladies, Gentlemen: 

The crisis that threatened to endanger the luturc of our young 
nation has fortunately been resolved, thanks to the Congolese wis¬ 
dom that all the elected representatives have shown in the face of 
the danger that confronted us. 

You have been the first to demonstrate to <veryone that it is our 
duty to bring about union and solidarity. 

We have the honor of presenting the fust Congolese government 
to tire Parliament of the Congo. It is composed of tire following 
members: 

1. Prune Minister and Minister of National Defense Lumumba, 
Patrice. 

2. Vice-Prime Minister: Cizenga, Antoine. 

3. Minister of Foreign Aff.hu: Bomboko. Justin. 

-f. Minister of Foreign Tiade: BUukiro, Mared. 

5. Resident Minister in Belgium (in charge of relations between 
the Congo and Belgium) Delvaux, Albeit. 

6. Minister-Delegate to the United Nations: Kanza, Thomas. 

7. Minister of Justice: Mwamba, Rtmv. 

8. Minister of the Interior Cbenyc, Chnstophe. 

9. Minister of Finance: Nkayi, Pascal. 

10. Minister of Economic Affairs: Yav, Joseph.’ 

11. Minister of Economic Coordination and Planning: Kabangi, 
Alois. 

12. Minister of Public Works: llunga, Alphonse. 

13. Minister of Communications: Songolo, Alphonse 

14. Minister of Agriculture: Lutula. Joseph. 

15. Minister of Labor: Masena, |oachim. 

• A Conaiat minuter (Editor's note.) 


16. Minister of Middle Classes: M'Buyi, Joseph, 

17. Minister of Public- Health: Kamanga, Grrgoirc. 

18. Minister of Mines: Rudahir.dvvj, Edmond. 

19. Minister of Property Mahamba, Alexandre. 

20. Minister of Social Affain: N'gvvenza, Antoine. 

21. Minister of National Education and Fine Arts: Mulclc, Picric. 

22. Minister of Information and Cultural Affairs: Kashamura, 
Anicet. 

23. Minister of Youth and Spurts Mpolo, Maurice. 

S fate Secretariats: 

«• State Secretaries for the President’s Office: Mobutu, Joseph, 
and Lumbala. Jacques. 

2. State Secretary for Foreign Affairs: Mandi. Andri. 

3. State Sccrctan for Foreign Trade: Kiwewa, Antoine. 

■t State Secretary for Finance: Tshibangu. Andrt. 

5. State Secretary for Justice: Liougo, Maximilicn. 

6. State Secretary for the Interior: Batshikama, Raphael. 

- Stale St.iit.rn hu Economic Coordination and Planning: 
N’gm ulu, Alphonse. 

8. State Secretary for National Defense: Kyembo, Albert. 

9. State Sccietary fox Information and Cultural Affairs: Bo 
lamba. Antoine. 

Minhtertof Stale: 

1. Minister of State. Member of the Council of Ministers: Gren¬ 
fell, Georges. 

2. Minister of State. Member of the Council of Ministers: Ki- 
sololcle, Charles. 

3. Minister of State, Member of the Council of Ministers: 
Bolva, Paul. 

4- Minister of State, Member of the Council of Ministers: 
Genge, Andrt. 
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The following commissioners have been proposed: 

Leopoldville Province: Kama, Sylvain. 

Equateur Province: Fiunu, Tamuiu. 

Kasai Province: Kalonji, Isaac. 

Katanga Province: Sendwt, Jason. 

Kivu Province: Sangara, Hubert. 

Orientate Province: Mtunngu, Christophe. 

Gentlemen: 

At this historic moment. I should Itkc to retail the long and pain 
fnl struggle that all the Congolese, united in their pj'iioiutc desire 
lor liberation, waged until victors' was thins. 

We found we were unanimous and stood shoulder to shoulder in 
our op|>osilioii to a political regime that at certain times ignored 
the direction historv was taking. 

Wo found we wen unanimous .i> we fought our liist battles 
against colonialism 

We found wo win unanimous as we mourned our dead brothers. 
We found we weic unanimous at the Round Table, united in a 
Common Front. 

Today, in victory, in I humph, we are still united and unanimous: 
Our entile nation icjoiccs at this 

Gentlemen: 

The government that you arc about to vote on is an honest, loyal, 
strong, popular government, which represents the entire nation, 
having been chosen by you to serve the interests of our home 
land ah the members of my team and l formally pledge that this 

government will remain a government of the people, by the people, 
and for the people. 

Strengthened by tins popular support, Me government will erv 
dcavor to keep the nation’s territory ami its unity intact and pro 
tect it ftom attack from any quarter. 

The vastness of the territory and its great diversity make certain 
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steps necessary, however. The government views this situation real¬ 
istically. 

We must be able to modify the administiativc divisions of the 
old regime by legal means so that each citizen may find happiness 
among his fellows. 

This government will endeavor to establish the rule of law and 
order everywhere in the country, without hesitating: but as it goes 
about this tavk, it will always respect the inalienable rights of man 
and the citizen as a sacred good 

This government will consider its first duty to br that of leading 
the populii masses along the path to social |iisticc, well-being, and 
progress, carefully avoiding adventures that might lead to catastro¬ 
phe* that we wish to spare our people. 

We want nothing to do with new forms of dictatorship. 

This government will endeavor to maintain friendly relations 
with ai: foreign countries, but it will not succumb to the tempta¬ 
tion of josning one or another of the blocs that have now divided 
the world between them, a» it might so easily do; it will also not 
hesitate to espouse a noble and )ust cause on the international 
plane, and in Africa in particular. 

Gentlemen: 

In the name of the government of the Congo, in the name ol the 
Congolese people, and also m the certainty that I am speaking foi 
all the members of this parliament. I now address out Belgian 
friends in particular, and have this to say to them 

In the last three quartets of a century, you have treated an enor¬ 
mous handiwork in this country; if was not always immune to Ctil 
seism, certainly; but now that the outrage' perpetrated during the 
elections arc at an end, we must recognize that it constitutes the 
unshakable foundation on which we arc going to build our nation 
together. 

The first missionaries, who were later joined by lay teachers, 
brought education to every corner of the country under difficult 
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conditions; without this education what is happening today would 
not have been possible. 

For three quarters ol a century tlie colonials, the industrialists, 
the various companies have endeavored to develop the country. 

Wc arc soon going to build the great Congolese nation with 
them. 

Wc will need the help of Belgians and of all men of good will 
more than ever; we will do our utmost to ensure that the coopera¬ 
tion that will begin tomorrow will be of benefit to all. 

The religions missions will he assured of being able to continue 
their apostolatc, thanks to the freedom of opinion and the religious 
freedom that our constitution will guarantee. 

The members of the former colonial administration have now 
turned their powers of government over to the Congolese, but then 
counsel and their experience will remain the surest guarantee of 
sound government. 

Lastly, you will understand why I wish to conclude my remarks 
with an expression of flic overwhelming emotion I feel. 'Ihc mem¬ 
bers of the fust government of the Congo arc faced with a grave 
task, and they arc well aware of how complex it is 

Wc arc face to face with an immense country, wrth extraordinary 
potentialities. We have at our side a young, resolute, intelligent 
people capable of being the equal of other nations. 

Wc are privileged to lie beginning our national life at the same 
time as other countries in Africa; this huge continent is awakening 
and looking toward a better future. 

The Congolese people will fulfill its destiny through unity and 
solidarity. 

Gentlemen: 

Whether or not this destiny is a happy one ami one truly worthy 
of our people will depend on each one of us. on our work each day 
of our lives. 
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I am proud to see tlie Congo, our homeland, take its place in the 
ranks of free peoples. 

May I ask you, dear brothers, on this solemn day on which the 
Congo is achieving its total independence, on which a democratic 
government is taking over, on which justice is being established, on 
which each of us will henceforth enjoy total peisonal freedom, on 
which the sun has suddenh come out in this country to dissipate 
the long daikncss of the colonial regime, to raise youi voices with 
me: 

Long live tlie independent Congo! 

Long live tlie united Congo! 

l-ong live freedom! 

On /one Kaunubu n at elected chief of state by an over 
whelming majority and with the unanimous support of the l,u 
mumbisi Nationalist Hfoe fVw Hrffii<m» declared that on the whole 
they were atisfied vith the results, but Tshombe attacked the Im 
•111 • in /hi government the • ime owning, the twenty foil if h, even 
though there were members of the Conakat in the government 

On fune 29, a treaty of friendship n<u signal by the Helgian and 
Congolese governments, and I'atrice Lumumba addressed the If el- 
gmn people over the /Nil radio network. 

If I address the Belgian people today in the name of the Congo 
lese nation and the first government formed by this nation, it is to 
speak as one speaks to .1 friendly people, and to tell those of you 
who arc listening to me what the independent Congo is really like, 
and thus also dispel the anxieties that may have arisen in your 
Iiearts because of the swift march of events during the last few 
months. For most of you, the Congo is a faraway country, which 
you doubtless will have no reason to visit at any time ill your life. 1 
vsould like somehow to manage to make you understand it and love 
it. For the independent Congo is a new and enthusiastic country, a 
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country where everyone has willingly agreed to work with the per¬ 
severance and the faith that move mountains. I wish you were here 
today with me to experience this atmosphere of extraordinary ideal 
ism that we arc living in today, to feel our intense fervor, to appre¬ 
ciate our unanimous determination to make the Congo a great and 
prosperous country : a country capable of occupying the very im 
portant place in Africa and in the world that rightfully belongs to 
it. The colonial regime is now ended. As 1 am proud to remind you, 
we fought the despotism and the humiliation it represented with 
all the strength at out command. But our victory was not a defeat 
for Belgium. On the contrary, I am deeply convinced that our strug 
glc served mote than a little to remind the Belgians themselves 
that, as a people who chciishrd freedom, it would be necessary for 
Belgium to pul an end to a completely unjustifiable regime if it 
were to be worthy of its past. 

Belgium has emerged from the last few months we have lived 
through with even more prestige in the eyes of the world than be¬ 
fore, since it has put an end to a region that our people could no 
longer tolerate. This is a happy ending to a vast cntcrpnic which 
had its noble and generous vide, which we here wish to pay tnbutc 
to, even though we fought with all our might — for that verv rca 
son — against the many odious features it eventually came to have. 
For even if we were to try to forget what the Belgians accomplished 
on our soil, the airfields and the roads, the bodges and the ports, 
the hospitals and the schools would be there to icmir.d ns. as would 
those men whose long years of education have imbued them with 
the iiidustrioiisncss so characteristic of the Belgian people, men who 
are today able to govern tlieir own destinies thanks to this very will 
inguess to labor long and hard 

Though I do not hesitate to speak in the name of the Congolese 
people of the gratitude my country feels toward yours. I also want 
to ask you Belgians not to be suspicious and mistrustful of the Con¬ 
golese. I wish you could know how sad it makes me to see your com 
patriots who live in the Congo frantically repatriating their women. 
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their children, their most precious possessions. You have seen doz¬ 
ens. hundreds of us Congolese as we traveled all over Belgium dur¬ 
ing these last few months — can you believe for an instant that we 
are savages out to rape and pillage? With all the honesty of a head 
of government, and with all the honesty of a family man and the 
father of several children, I assure you order will bt* maintained in 
the country and we will absolutely guarantee that both persons and 
possessions will be safe from harm. The Congolese nation has re¬ 
fused to be dominated indefinitely by Belgium, but the independ 
cut Congo considers Belgium to Ik a sister nation, to whom we 
say "We need you. just as you need us. We Impc that the friend¬ 
ship between our two peoples, who arc now equals, will take the 
concrete form of fruitful economic, scientific, and cultural coopera¬ 
tion.” And I hereby address an urgent appeal to young Belgian 
teachers and teChqjCUTCM who want (<> COOM to the Congo to help 
us lovallv in our ta.k; their devotion and their idealism will find 
their |ust reward You voung Belgians who arc listening to me 
there arc still many bridges to build, roads to open, schools to con 
struct. There arc also hundreds of thousands of men, women, and 
childirn who are waiting for you to help them live a better life, lo 
climb higher on the ladder ol human values. Are you going to turn 
a deal ear to them? I also call upon investors; I have said to them: 
help in develop the immense hidden icsoutccs of our great C0UIV 
tiv. we cannot leave them uncxploitcd. In the independent Congo 
your mines, your building projects, your factories will find their 
just reward for the wealth they bring our country, for let there be 
no mistake about the policy wc> aie planning to follow: we will fight 
against undeserved privileges, but we will also protect those invest¬ 
ments that genuinely contribute to increasing onr national revenue. 
The Congo has wanted lo be independent, but this docs not mean 
that it wants to be isolated from the rest of the world. To all those 
who are willing to collaborate loyally with it, the Congo extends 
the hand of friendship. And it is my profound and sincere desire, 
as it is that of my government and of the entire Congolese nation, 
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that Belgium be the first to take this hand held out to her and thus 
seal an indissoluble pact of brotherhood between you and us. 

Thera then followed the unforgettable day of June 50, 1960, with 
its ceremonies celebrating the proclamation of the independence of 
the Republic of the Congo. 

The Palace of the Nation, facing the river with a m of Brazza¬ 
ville 011 the other shore, was a marvel. A huge croud of diplomats 
and journalists gathered inside the Chamber of Deputies with the 
members of the Congolese Parliament. King Baudouin, who had 
arrived the evening before, delivered a speech whose paternalistic 
tone irritated the nationalists. President Kasausbu, however. gave a 
diplomatic speech in reply 

Then suddenly Prime Minister Lumumba seized the microphone 
and was introduced by the president of the Chamber, Mr Kasongo, 
even though this was not on the program that the Belgian and Con 
go/esc officials had jointly decided on. 

There mu about to be a moment of truth. In just a feu seconds 
the <jfriio»/>/ir»e in the palace changed completely. Ml the antscolo 
nialist militants admired their leader s eloquence and courage, the 
entire administrative corps of pseudo dtcolonializmg officials uu. 
aghast, however, at the cruel truths thrown in the face of the mon 
arch and the whole world. Prom this moment on, the racist groups 
were determined to destroy this astonishing living symbol of African 
revolution. 

SPEECH AT PROCLAMATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

Congolese men and women: 

As combatants lor independence who today arc victorious. I sa 
lute you in the name ol the Congolese government. 

1 ask all my friends, all of you who have fought uiKca>ingly at 
our side, to make this thirtieth of June, i960, an illustrious date 
that will be indelibly engraved upon your hearts, a date whose 
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meaning you will teach your children with pride, so that they in 
turn will tell their children and their children’s children the glori¬ 
ous story of our struggle for freedom. 

For though this independence of the Congo is today being pro¬ 
claimed in a spirit of accord with Belgium, a friendly country with 
which we are dealing as one equal with another, no Congolese wor¬ 
thy of the name ran ever forget that we fought to win it [applause], 
a fight waged eadi and even day, a passionate and idealistic fight, 
a fight in which there was nor one effort, not one privation, not one 
suffering, not one drop of blood that we ever spared ourselves. We¬ 
an proud of this struggle amid tears, fire, and blood, down to onr 
very heart of hearts, for it was a noble and just struggle, an indis¬ 
pensable struggle if wc were to put an end to the humiliating slav¬ 
ery that had been forced upon us. 

I he wounds that arc the evidence of the fate we endured for 
eighty ycais under a colonialist regime arc still too fresh and pain¬ 
ful for us to be able to erase them from out memory. Back-breaking 
wink has been exacted from us, in return for wages that did not al¬ 
low us to satisfy out hunger, or to decently clothe or house our- 
selves, or to raise our children as creatures very dear In ns. 

Wc base hern the victims of ironic taunts, ol insults, of blows 
that wc were forced to endure morning, noon, and night because 
we were blacks. Who can forget that a black was addressed in the 
familiar form, not because lie was a friend, certainly, but because 
the polite form of address was to he used only I01 whites? 

Wc has-c had our lands dcipoilcd under the terms of what was 
supposedly the law of the land hut was only a recognition of the 
right of the strongest. 

Wc have known that tlic law was quite different for whites and 
blacks, it was most accommodating for the former, and cruel and 
inhuman for the lattCT. 

Wc have known the atrocious sufferings of those banished to re¬ 
mote regions because of their political opinions or religious beliefs; 
exiles in their own country, their late was truly worse than death. 
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We have known that there were magnificent mansions for whites 
in the cities and ramshackle straw hovels (or blacks, that a black 
was never allowed into the srvcalUd European movie theaters oc 
restaurants or stores; that a black traveled in the hold of boats be¬ 
low the feet of the white in his dc luxe cabin. 

Who can forget, finally, the burst of rifle fire in which so many 
of our Inotlicrs perished, the cells into which the authorities threw 
those who no longer were willing to submit to a rule where justice 
meant oppression and exploitation? [Apphmw.) • 

We have grievously suffered all this, my brother.. 

But we who have been chosen to govern our beloved country by 
tin vote of your elected representatives, w. whose bodies and vouls 
have suffered from colonialist oppression, loudly proclaim: all this 
is over and done with now. 

The Republic of the Congo has l»< n proclaimed and our coun 
try is now in the hands of its own children. 

We arc going to begin another struggle together, my brotlscrs. 
my sisters, a sublime struggle that will bring our country peace, 
prosperity, ami grandeur. 

We arc going to institute social |usticc together and emme every 
one just remuneration for his labor. [Applause 

We are going to show the world wlut the black man can do 
win n lie works in freedom, and we ate going to nuke the Congo 
the focal point for the development of all of Africa. 

We arc going to see to it that the soil of our countty really bene 
fits its children. We arc going to review all the old laws and nuke 
new ones that will be just and noble. 

We arc going to put an end to the suppression of free thought 
and see lo it that all citizens cti|oy to the fullest all the fundamental 

* In the mimeographed lot of Lumumba's speech lb s sentence raids <kfie: 
cully "the cells into which Ihe aulhonliet btuta'.ly threw those who h*d escaped 
live bullets of the soldiers whom the colonialists had nude the tod of the* 
domination.” We must in fact remind the reader that there were three diStm* 
versions of this speech. 
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freedoms laid down in the Declaration of the Rights of Man. [Ap- 

pfcmse.] 

We arc going to do away with any and every sort of discrimina¬ 
tion and give each one the nghtfnl place that his human dignity, 
his labor, and his devotion to the country will have earned him. 

We arc going to bring peace to the country, not the peace of ri¬ 
fles and bayonets, but the peace that comes from men’s hearts and 
their good will. [Applause] 

And in order to achieve all this, dear compatriots, rest assured 
that we will be able to count not only 011 our ttemendons strength 
and our immense riches, but also on the assistance of many foreign 
countries, whose collaboration we will always accept if it is sincere 
and docs not seek to force any policy of any sort whatsoever on us. 
[Applause] 

In this regard. Belgium has finally icali/cd what direction history 
was moving in and has not attempted to oppose our independ¬ 
ence.* She is ready to grant us her aid and her friendship, and a 
treaty to this effect has just liccn signed between our two equal and 
independent countries. I am certain that this cooperation will be 
beneficial to both couutnrs. We for our part, though we shall con¬ 
tinue to lx- v igilant, will respect all commitments freely made. 

Thus the new Dingo, our beloved republic that my government 
is going to cicatc. will be a rich, free, nnd prosperous country, with 
regard to both it' domestic relations and its foreign relations. But 
m order for us to reach this goal without delay, I ask all of you, 
Gxigolcvc legislators and citizens alike, to aid me with all the 
strength at your command. 

1 ask all of you to forget the trivial quarrels that arc draining our 
strength and threaten to cam us the contempt of those in other 
countries. 

1 ask the parliamentary minority to aid my government by con- 

■ In ’Sc tiineographcd text, this sentence reads "Helgium herself has finally 
realized what d.ioiJiun history was moving in and no lunger attempted. . . 





22 .| INDEPENDENCE 


JUNE i960 


structivc opposition and to stay strictly within legal and democratic 
paths. ° 

I ask all of you not to shrink from making any sacnbcc necessary 
to ensure the success of our great undertaking. 

I ask you, finally, to respect unconditionally the life and property 
of \our fellow citizens and foreigners who have settled in our coun¬ 
try. If the behavior of these foreigners leaves something to be de 
sired, our justice will be swift and they will be expelled from the 
territory of the republic; if, on the other hand, they conduct them 
selves properly, they must be left in peace, fur they too will be work¬ 
ing for the prosperity of our country. 

The independence of the Congo represents 1 decisive step toward 
the liberation of the entire African continent. Applause. j t 
Your Majesty, Your Excellencies, Ladies ami Gentlemen.: my 
dear compatriots, my black brother', niv brothers in the struggle, 
that is what I wanted to say to you in the name of the government 
on this magnificent day of our complete and sovereign independ 
CilCC. (Ap/i/uinc.j 

Our Strong, national, popular government will |>c the salvation of 
I his country. 

I invite all Congolese citizens, men, women, and chiklreu. to -et 
to work to create .1 prosperous national cconoim that will be the 
crowning pioof of our economic independence. 

1 lonor to those who fought for national freedom' 

Long live independence and African unity! (j 
Long live the independent and sovereign Congo! (Prolonged op 
plause.] 

* In die mimeographed test there is a sentence here Itut *3» not included ■■ 
(he ipcccli Lumumba delivered: "I atk all of >on not to ask for inordinate lines 
in wlaiy before I have bid the time to work out the ovenl'. plan wlwrrbv I nil 
be able to ensure that the nation will prosper.” 

t Tim sentence was added by Mr. Lumumba when he deluded »«s speech, 
it dees not appeal in the numeigrapbt-d test ot the iceeeh 
! These words do not appear in the niimeogtajihed text 
$ The words ' Long live independence and Afnein do net appear in 
the mimeographed text. 


Foflowing this speech, the document declaring the Congo inde¬ 
pendent was signed by Mr. Eyskens and Mr. Lumumba, the prime 
ministers of the two countries, and then by Mr. Wigny and Mr. 
Be robot o. the ministers of foreign affairs of Belgium and of the 
Congo. 


JOINT DECLARATION <)l IIIE CONGOLESE 
AND BELGIAN GOVERNMENTS 

’Hie Congo this day Ins attained its independence and interna¬ 
tional sovereignty, in full accord and friendship with Belgium. 


Leopoldville, (line }c, i960 


The Prune Minuter of Belgium, 
C. Evskens 

The Minuter of Foreign Affairs 
of Belgium. 

I*. Wicnv 


I he Prime Minister of the Congo, 
P. Lumumba 

Hie Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the Congo, 

J. Bomivoko 


Lumumba himself was surprised at the reaction to his speech. 
King Haudou in mu* humiliated, and wanted to leave Leopoldville, 
but Bomboko managed to patch things up by inking the prime mm 
iiter to ' explain his thought* more clearly" at the luncheon that 
ww about to begin, with all the dignitaries in attendance, 

Lumtmthd then delivered the following “ compensatory" speech. 

At this moment when the Congo is attaining its independence, 
the entire government would like to render solemn tribute to the 
king of the Brlgians and to the noble people vvliom he represents 
for the work that has been done here in the last thtee quarters of a 
century. For I would not like my thought to be misinterpreted. 
[Afttaw.] 

Both His Majesty the King and the Chief of State will bow 
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their heads in respect before the tombs of the pioneers and the 
statue of Leopold II, the first sovereign of the independent state of 
the Congo. [Applaust.] Since their time, a cits' has been built which 
we are proud of, which the distinguished members of foreign dele¬ 
gations have admired, and which is only one aspect of the modem 
Congo. 

We owe these magnificent achievements, which today are the 
pride of the independent Congo and its government, to the Bel¬ 
gians. [App/ause.) 

Belgium recognized the independence of this Congo without dc 
lay and without restriction, a complete and total independence. 

Wc hope that this realistic policy, which brings lionor to Bel 
gium throughout the world today, will lead to a lasting and fruit 
ful collaboration between two independent, sovereign, and equal 
peoples who are nonetheless linked by bonds of friendship. 

I raise my glass to drink the health of tlie King of the Belgians 
\Applauu.) 

Long live King Raudouin, long live Belgium, long hve the inde 
pendent Congo. 


Part Three 

July-August 1960 








The extraordinary enthusiasm felt by everyone at the independ¬ 
ence celebration did not Iasi long. On /lily 5 a frightful tragedy be¬ 
gan in the Congo soldiers of the Force I'ubtiquc mutinied. These 
t too fa had been the victims of the severe racism of their white of¬ 
ficers and of the dictatorial behavior of General Janssens, who had 
nonetheless been allowed to keep his command. 

The noting first broke out in the Lower Congo, and soon spread 
to several provincial centers. 

At 7:50 a m. on fuly 6, Lumumba delivered the following speech 
to the troops at Camp Leopold II, with General Janssens present: 

A» pnmc minister .ind minuter of national defense, I have come 
here to greet you in flic name of flic government. I also want lo 
thank pctsonallx the Force Publkpic, which is now our national 
army, for tlic wax in which it has maintained older during these 
recent months. We want our aimy lo be a fine army, comparable 
to those of other independent nations. The first government of the 
Republic of the Congo has a great desire: to assure you that the 
Conti) tram you rad (<• bring about a ootkrable improvement in 
sour living conditions. New army regulations arc going to be drawn 
up. but meanwhile I have a piece of good news to announce to von 
all privates and noncommissioned officers arc to !>e promoted, ns of 
|ulx 1, i960, to flic next highest rank, except for recruits in training 
centers; that is to say, a private second class will now be a private 
firs* class, a private first class will now be a corpoial. a corporal will 
1 row - be a sergeant, a sergeant will be a first sergeant, a first sergeant 
will be a sergeant major, and a first sergeant-major will be a war¬ 
rant officer. Fuither promotions will be made on the basis of merit. 
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The new reform planned lor the army will remove all traces of ra¬ 
cial discrimination in the military. 

I must particularly stress the fact that discipline must be main¬ 
tained in the military. Such discipline is necessary if wc want our 
republic to have a fine army that will be the pride of the nation. I 
remind you that your officers, your warrant officers, and sour non¬ 
commissioned officers arc the representatives of the goxcrr.ment 
among you, and they have sworn to serve out country loyally. Of 
ficcrs, warrant officers, noncommissioned officers, and privates, I am 
confident that you will lead this country to a better future. 

The toldiers were not satisfied. Jiowexvr, and dels of rebellion be- 
ccrnc even more widespread. Lumumba delivered a radio address to 
tl e populace. 

I have an important message to deliver to the populace. Use 
Council of Ministers lias examined the serious situation that has 
arisen within the army as of last evening. I lie council h is in partic 
ulai examined the direct causes of the trouble, and after dchbcra 
turn has taken the following measures to confront them: (1) Plans 
arc being made to promote Congolese in the military so tlut they 
may eventually take command of the national army. Apart from 
these measures, a special commission has been set up to examine 
the future status of army officers (2) Measures will be taken against 
the Kuropean officer, and warrant officers who arc responsible for 
the agitation among the Congolese military. Wc met this morning 
with Mr. van den Bosch, the head of the Belgian diplomatic mis¬ 
sion, and I informed him of the situation and of the measures 
taken. (3) The members of the military who have been arrested 
and arc now in pnson cells will be freed immediately. 14) Ihc min 
istcr of justice, Mr. Justin Mwamba, and Mr. Kamitatu and Mr. 
Diomi, the president and vice-president, respectively, of the Proxin- 
cial Government of Leopoldville, and I are going to Thysville today 
to contact the members of the military who haxx rebelled. Wc plan 


to return this afternoon. The Council of Ministers has also exam¬ 
ined the political, economic, and social situation of the countly. 
The government's objective is to turn oxer command posts in all 
sectors of the administration, the army , and the police to Congolese. 
This is the only wav wc will be able to prose that the Congo is 
really independent. Thoroughgoing reforms are planned in all sec¬ 
tors. My government will make every possible effort to sec that our 
country has a different face in a few mouths, a few weeks. 

This message was repeated over the radio in the various lan¬ 
guages commonly spoken in the Congo. 

On July - the European popularc was thrown info a panic when 
if learned that a number oj families in the Lower Congo had been 
the victims of violence. Blacks and white . iptfiif that night in rnor 
tal fear of each other, for the blacks were expecting Belgian para 
troopers to land, and the x lutes believed that Russian planes were 
landing on the airfield at M’Djili. 

The period of imaginary plots thus began, and soon became a 
nightmare for the actors in the drama Lumumba excused the Bel 
gian officers of sabotaging the republic and trying to murder him; 
the rioters, for their part, would have gladly ruhbed out the prime 
minister and driven General Janssens out of the country. These 
troops were against both whites and "politicians." The authorities 
were overwhelmed by this unexpected anarchy. Lumumba and Kasa- 
vufur and a few courageous ministers rushed from one end of the 
country to the other, trying to calm the troops and reassure the 
people On July 11 they went to Luluahourg, for the entire Euro¬ 
pean population was being put to flight by bands of rebel soldiers. 
Lumumba then began negotiations with the Belgian consul in Krt 
wi. M. Swinnen, for he wanted the Belgians to remain in the city. 
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CORRESPONDENCE OF JULY 11 , 1960 

Republic of the Congo 
Office of I lie Prime Minister 
Dear Mr. Consul-General: 

Pursuant to the meeting you had with us at the I.uluabourg air- 
poit (today], Monday, July 11, i960, I have the honor of informing 
von that I approve of your proposal aimed at permitting the Bel 
gian troops from Belgium now engaged in active operations in lai 
luabourg to remain in the city under the following conditions, 
which I strongly insist upon 

1. The sole mission ol the tioops from Belgium will be to aid 
the Congolese National Army to maintain order and ensure the 
safety of persons and property in the province of Kasai 

2. Any ness rcrpicst for troops must have our prior approval. 

3. The Belgian troops will not act on their own initiative, they 
will obey orders from tin local commandant of the national mm, 
who is responsible to my government. 

The action ol the Belgian lioopv will end immediately on 
receipt of orders lo that effect from the government of the Repub 
lie of the Congo. 

Please lie assured, Mr. Consul-General, of my higlwst regard. 

Luliulxnirg. Inly 11, i960 

Hie Prime Minister and Minister of 
National Defense 
P. Lumumba 

To I lis I lonor the Consul Ccncral of Belgium in l.uluabouig 


Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

I have the honor of acknowledging receipt of your letter in 
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which sou agree that Belgian troops may remain in Kasai providing 
certain conditions are met. 

I am examining the latter and will let you know my opinion 
on the subject when you go to the airport. 

Please be assured, Mr. Prime Minister, of my highest regard. 

M. Swinnen 

Consul-General ol Belgium 
To His Excellency the Prime Minister of the Republic of the Congo 

Republic of the Congo 
Office uf the Prime Minister 
Luluabouig. July ii, 196c 

Dear Mr. Consul General: 

I hast the honor of acknowledging receipt of your letter of this 

date. 

I agree in principle Hut the Belgian troops from Belgium at 
present on actisr operations in Luluabourg may remain in the piov 
nx c of Kasai for at least two months under the conditions you have 
requested. 

This agreement must be confirmed in writing, however, as soon 
as you have notified me of the acceptance by your government of 
the conditions I laid down 111 the letter I sent you as of this date. 

I confirm my government's willingness to ensure, by every 
means at its disposal, the safety and the protection of our Belgian 
fnends. with whom we wish to live in peace. 

In the name of the government of our republic, I dcploie the 
inadmissible acts that certain members of the military have allowed 
themsdses to commit against Europeans living in this province. 

Our minister of justice, Mr. Mwamba, has given the royal pros¬ 
ecutor strict instrochons to begin legal proceedings against all guilty 
parties immediately. 

I wish to express my sincere sympathies for all your fellow citi- 
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7.CIH, ;iiid beg you to accept, Mr. Consul-General, the assurance of 
my highest regard. 

Patrice Lumumba 

Prime Minister and Minister of National 
Defense of the Republic of the Congo 
To His Honor the Consul General of Belgium in Luluabourg 


Luluabourg, July 11,1963 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister 

Pursuant to my letter of this date in which I acknowledged re 
ccipt of sour missive of July 11, I have the honor of informing you 
that I accept the conditions laid down with icpect to the presence 
of Belgian tioops in Kasai, tins acceptance being contingent, how 
ever, on (1) subsequent approval hy my government, which car 
cumstanccs have prevented me from consulting, and (1) the modi 
fication of paragraph 4 to read as follows; 

•f In order to restore people’s peace of mind, Belgian troops 
will nmain in the province of Kauri for at test two months. Bel¬ 
gium reserves the right, however, to witlidraw these troops before 
this period expires if such a step is deemed advisable 

Please be assured, Mr. Prime Minister, of my highest regard. 

M. SWINNKN 

Consul General of Belgium 
To His Excellency Mr. Patrice Lumumba, Prime Minister of the 
Republic of the Congo 


T/iir wine day Lumumba delivered another message about the 
situation. 
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SPEECH TO THE CONGOLESE PEOPLE 

An inquiry into the causes of these incidents has been begun. 
Thus far there is reason to believe that they stem from two princi¬ 
pal causes. First, the systematic refusal of the former commander- 
in-chicf of the Force Publique, General Janssens, to give command 
posts to Congolese soldieis We have found it hard to make Gen 
eral Janssens understand that the independence of the Congo would 
not be total if Africanization was not thoroughgoing, both in the 
administration and in the army. Our constructive proposals have 
consistently disregarded. Hie very same soit of negative utti 
tude on the part of the General Executive College was what led 
me to submit my resignation from that body. I have always pro 
Uried against the administration's lack of understanding, which led 
it to attempt to give the Congo its independence without making 
I lie slightest change in the okl colonialist structure. 

Hie second cause is the fact that certain minority members of 
Parliament have directly intervened in army affairs A parliamentary 
commission of inquiry, headed by Mr. Kasongo, the president of the 
Chamber, is looking into this matter. The Congolese government 
cannot allow the country to live in a climate of continual unrest be- 
cause of the actions of cettain parties. We have demanded indc 
pcndcnee so that peace and order may reign in the Congo. We 
want to build oui country, not tear it to pieces. The first duty of 
the government is to ensure Older and tranquillity, so as to allow 
our country to begin to prosper economically . The Congolese who 
visit Belgium or settle there arc well treated, and it is inconceivable 
that Belgians who live in the Congo should not be similarly well 
treated We have asked for our independence in order to govern our 
country ourselves. We need the cooperation of Europeans in order 
to do so. We cannot tolerate their being the object of violence and 
harassment. But we wash to build our country ourselves and turn 
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over positions of leadership in the army and the administration to 
Africans. 

The prime minister then read the list of recent army promotions 
and command assignments in Leopoldville. Matadi, Moanda, Thvs- 
villc, Boma, and Bananc.] 

Similar promotions and assignments will talc place in all army 
cadres and all provinces of the Congo. This is the onh way of 
proving to the world that our independence is total. In the days to 
come, we will continue our action aimed at changing the face of 
mu country We ask employees of the Congolese government to 
trust us as wc trust them. 

The Congolese government will not tolerate the sending of Bel 
gian troops to the Congo without our consent. Moreover, the troops 
already here cannot intervene without our consent and can act only 
with the approval of the Congo Icm government We have just 
learned that the Belgian government has sent troops to the Congo 
and that they have intervened. Belgium bears a grave responsibility. 

« tiongly proteat this m ihlch endangers the good ids- 
tiom between tlu « i We call upon ill Congotae to do- 
fend our republic against those who an attempting to threaten it. 

On the evening of July 11, i960, <m event occurred which wo* to 
have a decisive influence on the fortunes of the Republic of the 
Congo. Moire IshomJm announced the station of Katanpt and 
proclaimed it an independent republic, lie immediately recruited 
Belgian officers to head his troops and his police force, and later Ik 
was to hire from Algeria mercenaries and paratroopers who were 
experienced torturers. 

lie used independence as a means of fighting Ltirmrmbd, calling 
him "the instigator of our troubles" and denouncing him as an 
agent of international communism 

A crucial incident next occurred, which was to lead KatdVubu 
and Lumumba to break off relations with Belgium and caned the 
agreements concluded the day before in Luluabourg. On July 12, 
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the chief of state and the prime minister flew to Elisabethville, but 
Katangese ministers and Belgian officers forbade them to land in the 
Katangese capital. Mvnongo and Kasavubu then had a dramatic 
confrontation. From this moment on the chief of state wo* to be 
the stubborn enemy of the Belgians, for he rightly concluded that 
Ik had been betrayed On July 1 ^ diplomatic relations were severed. 

The chief of state and the prime minuf.r continued their tour of 
the country. They returned from Kindu on July if The day before, 
they had heard on the radio that the occupation of N'D/ili by Bel¬ 
gian paratroopers had caused 'the death of nunc than a thousand 
Congolese," and they had called on the USSR for aid. 

The Chamber met on July 19 and Lumumba made a long report 
to it. followed by debate. 

RF.POR’I TO I HE CHAMBER ON THE SITUATION 
IN THE REPUBLIC 

Mi. President, dear deputies. I am vers happy to be here with you 
today to rcpoit to sou on the situation that has developed. 

I asked the president to give me the flooi immediately because I 
base |ust received messages from my office informing me that the 
situation is becoming worse; I must go back there immediately to 
examine it. 

I will read you the note I have just received: "Mr. Prime Minis 
ter, the situation is more venous than yon think; if you aren’t here 
in three minutes well all be dead." This morning I received a note 
from Mr. Luycyc, the executive secretary of the chief of state, which 
reads: "I have just now been informed that Belgian paratroopers 
have apprehended a number of unarmed Congolese military police 
m a jeep on the boulevard Albert lei and locked them up in the 
Jules van l-anckcr Company on the avenue Cerekcl." 

Another note informs me: "The Belgian troops have fired on ci 
vilians in front of the Hotel Memling; there arc apparently two 
dead." That, my dear friends, is why I said we are facing a serious 
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situation. I am very happy and vciy gratified at the stnet control 
you arc exercising over the government, because were this not the 
ease, it would not commit errors at this point only but would con¬ 
tinue to do SO. The government represents the nation Two or three 
days after the government came into power, |ust as we were in the 
process of drawing up our governmental declaration, asking the ad¬ 
vice of this or that member of Parliament because we want a na¬ 
tional policy that will meet with everyone's approval, serious trouble 
broke out. 

Two days after the proclamation of independence, I invited Gen¬ 
eral Janssens to my office and told him "In the name of the gov¬ 
ernment, reforms must immediately lx instituted in the national 
army.” Delegations of members of the military have come to me, 
and others have written me in this regard They hast demanded re 
fmms. The general refused to accept my pcopovib Among other 
tilings, I asked him to promote each soldier to the next highest 
rank; those who an first sergeant-majors, foe instance, would auto- 
m*tkilly become warrant i fl i md so on. We haw then I 
up four commissions that will dtaw up new regulations foi tin in 
tionnl army, with the aid of the Chamber. As for ddrmimtnjfive 
Structures, I wonder first of all if we are going to keep the present 
administrative boundaries or divisions, since it vs.n deckled at the 
meetings of the Round Table that after |iiim y ), tlx pro*.in 
cial governments, by agreement with the central government, may 
proceed to set up new administrative boundaries. We had also 
planned to change the regulations concerning the status of govern 
ment employees. According to the program of our government, only 
Congolese nationals or persons who have acquired Congolese citi 
zenship would be granted this status. It is inconceivable that Bel 
gian and Congolese government employees should enjoy the same 
status after the independence of the Congo, when even in Belgium 
only Belgians can be granted the status of state employees; their 
constitution is explicit on this point. We will do the same in the 
Congo, for a Congolese may have ten diplomas and still never be 
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granted the status of an employee of the Belgian government. They 
have the audacity to demand guarantees in our country! This is in¬ 
conceivable. 

We were in the process of examining all these problems with the 
intention of submitting our suggestions to the Chambers when the 
troubles broke out. Why did the soldiers mutiny? General Janssens 
told them that even though the Congo was independent, there 
would be no change in the array, lime were also others who har¬ 
assed them. It was after this harassment that trouble broke out at 
Camp Leopold. 

The president of the Chamber of Deputies, the president of flic 
Senate, the clui 1 ( ! i.itc, and I have tiavclcd throughout the coun¬ 
try to examine the situation firsthand. We had to hasten all over 
the country Die chief of state and I left to study the situation in 
THywflle and then the mnnoi racial one m M.itadi. If we had 
not gone to these places, my dear brothers, I assure you that we 
would now lx living through even moic crucial hours than we ire. 
We also went to Bananc, where the situation was no less scrums, 
an.l to Moanda and Boma We turned command of the array over 
to Congolese and appointed Belgian officers whom they trust as ad 
vims who will remain at their side We have taken all necessary 
measures. 

The minister of justice, who went along with us during our in¬ 
vestigations. gave out the following cominuniqud: 'The minister of 
justice of the Republic of the Congo, Mr. Mwamba, who arrived in 
Matadi today, accompanying the chief of state and the prime nun 
istcr, informs the public that legal proceedings have been instituted 
against Congolese military personnel or civilians who allegedly com 
milted arbitrary and inadmissible acts against Europeans in the 
Lower Congo. Ilir public prosecutor's officii in Matadi and Boma 
will diligently pursue then investigations. In the name of justice, 
the Congolese government cannot tolerate such attacks on human 
dignity and the rights of the individual. The government is deter¬ 
mined to guarantee the personal safety both of nationals and of 
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foreigners, and to severely punish all those who attempt to disturb 
public order and the tranquillity ol its citizens." 

We drew up this communique with the approval of the chief of 
state and the government in order to prove that it is justice that 
counts tor us, and that it Congolese civilians oc military personnel 
have really attacked whites, they must be punished. 

We summoned a magistrate whom the minister of justice* asked 
to open an inquiry, for the evidence that the disorder created was 
a carefully staged coup, planned in advance, had been concealed. 
And what did he reply? “I am unable to conduct an inquiry. The 
fact is that we do not have control of the judiciary anywhere in tltc 
country." 

When vve returned, we were informed of disturbances on every 
hand. The chief of state and I went to Luhubourg. where ainmuni 
lion had been distributed to all the Europeans. We called meetings 
with our military officers and the Belgian officers serving with our 
army. A number of the latter were abandoning then posts. This is 
systematically organized sabotage. At the Ccntial Scliool in Luhia 
bouig, as in all the camps and companies, wc turned command 
over to Congolese military personnel exclusively; the colonel was 
made a military adviser at the demand of the Congolese soldiers 
Army officers who aic undesirable, and therefore rejected by the so! 
diets, will have to leave. 

Wc thus remedied the situation in Luhubourg by turning com 
maud over to five Congolese officers. In appointing there fisc wc 
followed the consensus of all the military personnel, and they were 
satisfied. Wc asked members of the Provincial Government to sub 
mit proposals immediately so that the same measures may be taken 
without delay in the administration as well. You arc not unaware 
that m the Congo the entire administration is really in the hands 
of Belgian officials. This situation cannot continue Throughout the 
territorial administration the heads of departments must be Congo¬ 
lese, and the Europeans who stay on with ui must be technical ad¬ 
visers. This is no time to lease political power in the hands of Bel- 
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gun officials, as is the case today, fifteen days after attaining uur 
independence. Wc await suggestions. 

We met with Baluha delegates in Luhubourg who had come to 
a«k us to create a special province for them. They expressed their 
discontent with the biased behavior of certain members of the gov¬ 
ernment of Kasai Ihev were of the opinion that partitioning the 
province was the sole icmcdy, the only way to restore peace 111 Ka- 
sa*. In the name of the government, I proposed that they accept 
the solution that had been arrived at for the Lower Congo, where 
people also wanted two provinces We asked them to accept this vo¬ 
lution, even if only temporarily, and wait for a final solution later. 
Along these same lines. I suggested, with the approval of the chief 
of state, that Mr. Ngalula become vice president of (he Provincial 
Coicmmcnt Mi n;«mi bn done in the province of l.copold- 
villc. 11km machinations betraying internal dissension arc a dis¬ 
grace to us Wc must get along with each oilier, we must prove to 
the Europeans that the Congolese ate capable of getting along lo- 
Rcthci and making peace and order the rule among the tribes. 

I have aho propused that the names of candidates in Baluba ter 
ntoiv be- submitted to me so that l hey may immediately Ik ap¬ 
pointed admmiitialois in their native territories. Thus the Lubas, 
instead of lx mg governed b\ certain officials who treat them ludly, 
will be governed by members of their own tribes, who know what 
they are like Another proposal I made was that names of candi¬ 
dates for diplomatic posts or post' in the ecnti.il administration be 
submitted to me. for we ate anxious to have all ethnic gioups par¬ 
ticipate in governing the country. And where the European has 
failed, wc will try to touch people's hcaits so that a solution may 
eventually be found. The possible cication of another province, 
moreover, is a matter that Parliament must decide. I would like the 
Balubas to make concrete proposals regarding the boundaries of 
their new province. Commissions will be set up to examine these 
proposals. 

We rent for a military plane. Major Nkokolo, the commandant 
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of Camp Leopold II, and a delegation of six membeis of the mils 
tars were aboard. 1 asked this delegation to go to Katanga to tell 
their comrades about the very important reforms that the Central 
Government was planning for the army, to inform them that we 
would be arriving in Katanga shortly, and to persuade them of the 
necessity of restoring order throughout tire country in order to show 
foreigners, to show the Europeans, that wc arc capable of running 
out country's affairs. When the plane arrived in Elisabethville and 
was just about to land, it received orders from the Belgian troops 
not to do so; Katanga had declared its independence. 

If the plane landed despite this, the order went on. the passengers 
aboard would be taken prisoner. 

The Belgian officers aboard the plane radioed their compatriots: 
"Listen, we’re running out of gas; we want to land and fill the 
tanks." The plane was given penmssion to land. Immediately after 
it touched down, Belgian soldiers came up. arms in hind, lo tell the 
delegation not to get off the plane "The onh reason we came litre 
was to contact our Congolese friends in the military," the delegates 
told them. "Very important steps have just been taken m Leopold 
villc. The chief of state and the prime minister are on their way 
here and we want order restored. We came because they won’t lis 
ten to whites; wc must talk to them as brothers. If you won’t let us 
do that, at least let us get a phone cal) through to the president of 
the Provincial Government." 

"No, you can't do that," the Belgians replied "Go back immedi 
atcly, otherwise you’ll be taken prisoner. If the chief of state and 
the prime minister come, they'll lx taken prisoner too. because Ki 
tanga has declared its independence." 

The delegation returned to Luluabourg and told us all about this 
incident. I immediately summoned the official in charge of the Su¬ 
rety and ordered him to make an official report. This report had to 
be made by this official, who is Belgian, so that the truth of it could 
not be questioned later. 

Here is what the report states: 
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On this date, July n. 1960, wc, Wcrcct (?), Charles, assistant 
adnumsti^toi of rhe Surcte, on instructions from Prime Minister 
Lumumba of the Republic of the Congo, took down the statements 
of the following persons: N'kokolo, Justin, commandant of Camp 
Leopold II in Leopoldville, who declared: "Yesterday, Monday, 
July ii. 1960. I Bcw to Elisabethsi.lc 111 a military aircraft piloted 
by three Belgian officer* $0 as to restore orele 1 there, pursuant to in- 
sliiKtiom to Ihit effect from the prime minister, Mi. Lumumba. 
The plane attempted to land at Elisabethville airport at about 
11.05 *.u. 'flu captain of the plane was advised by radio that no 
persons coining from Leopoldville could land at Elisabethville. At 
the insistence of the litter, the aircraft was nonetheless allowed to 
land When I got off tlx plane I noticed that the entire airport was 
unfounded by Belgian so'.dieis. Several of these soldiers came over 
to us. ami. m hand. I ailed to go to the military camp, but wav not 
allosccd to do so They told me that ill Congolese military person¬ 
nel win being guatiled by Belgian Hoops. I then asked to talk to 
the president ol the Provincial Government of Katanga. Mr. 
Tshombe; I w.s not allowed to do this either, and was told that 
if I went to see Mi. Tshombe I would he taken prisoner. 1 was 
informed that Mr. Tshombe was in Conference and was about to 
declare the mdepetsdeiKr of Katanga. 

As soon at independence was officially ,1 I the Rhodesian 
troop, -t tlsc horde 1 would cuter Katangcse territory. I was informed 
that the news tlut the president ol the icpublic and its pmne min 
liter wcic planning to come to I hsabcthvillc was already known, 
and that they would lie taken prisoner if they came Tlsc captain of 
the plane telephoned from the aupoit to try to get Mt. Tsliombc 
to ikc.vc the delegation that I was heading, lint wc were not 
allowed to see him cither. 1 w .s told to leave Katanga immediately 
if I didn't want to be taken pnsoner." (The statement was signed.) 

Mi. Dartot (?), Claude, captain ol the plane on July 15 |»*ic], 
declares I was the pilot ol the DOB proceeding from Lulualsouig 
to Ehubethville on the Bftcenth. I had a delegation of military per 
ronnel from Camp Leopold headed by Mr N'kokolo, the corn- 
mindnt of Camp Leopold 11 , aboaid. Since ms radio was not 
working piojxtly, I wa. not able to contact the tower at Elisabcth- 
villc until I was oser the field. 'lire lower told me that there svas 
every likelihood that planes with delegations coming from Leopold 
viHe would be forbidden to land at any airfield in Katanga. I then 
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answered the control tower and said that I was running short of gas 
and that it would he impossible for me to reach an airfield outside 
of Katanga. I was then given permission to land to fill the tank>. 
Once on the ground, ! went to the contiol tower to contact the 
members of the Provincial Government by telephone. The control 
tower had Just that moment received a telegram from the Provin¬ 
cial Government of Katanga ordering it to forbid our plane to land, 
and specifically stating that if we did land we were to be taken 
prisoner. I told the people in the tower that the delegation would 
remain inside the plane and that I would tike off again as soon as 
the tanks had been filled in view of this decision by tlie Provincial 
Government. I thought it best to take of! jg.cn immediately after 
having filled the tanks in order to avoid any incident> The airfield 
was being guarded by troops from Belgium. It is true that wlicn I 
left the plane several armed soldiers came over to it." 

The Militant administrator of the Suntc and all the others arc 
witnesses. 

After having received these reports, I decided that it was abvo- 
lutciv iieccss.u\ hi ii , EksabdhvitteImmediately,be 
I lie chief nl state had publicly sworn, before this Clumber and be 
lore the entire nation, to protect and safeguard the integrity of the 
territory of the nation, and if lie did not take steps, the nation 
would hold him responsible; this is also the doty of the government. 
It might mean our death, but if so we would die; as leaders respon 
sible (or the nation we had to go to Katanga. 

We flew to Kuinina without notifying anyone beforehand, as we 
got oil the plane, all the Belgian military personnel present and 
many European Civilians who were at the airfield repeatedly called 
IIS "apes." They hurled unbelievable insults at us. Colonel van 
Lierdc (?), the commandant of the base, arrived, and I '.lid to him: 
“Sir, we <ue in a sovereign country; I am accompanying the chief of 
slate, who in your country is called the king. It is unthinkable that 
your officers and all these people here who arc enjoying the hovpi 
tality of our country should permit themselves to insult our chief of 
state in such a shameful manner.” 

The commandant replied: “You should have notified us that you 
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were coming instead of just suddenly aiming at Kamina Base out 
of nowhere,' - whereupon he took us to the entrance of the airfield 
w litre these Ifutopcans were standing. We went into a little office 
and he asked us not to leave the airfield. 1 asked why. and he replied 
that fhete was great tension in the city. We had gone there for the 
express puipose of relieving that tension. 

We then began to ask questions: "Do you know that our govern¬ 
ment lias signed a treaty with Belgium, under the terms of which 
Belgian tTOop'. both those from the two bases in the Congo and 
•hose from Belgium, can act only at the specific request of our gov¬ 
ernment?" He answered: “I have been informed of it. but not offi¬ 
cially "How ong have you known that such a decision had been 
made?" we asked. About a week. "Who authorized you to send 
troops to lailuabourg?" 'iliat was .1 military secret. He finally told 
us: II you need information, you must consult the Belgian govern- 
me nl and my commanding officer, Gcncial Cheyscii, commander 
in-chief of the Metropolitan Forces" We were anxious to have an 
official record of what had transpired We therefore made an oral 
report and the minister of justice drew up the following document: 

On July 1 a. 196c. we the undersigned, Mwainlm, Rimy, minister 
of imtKC of tlie Republic of the Congo, finding outsclvci on this 
date at Kamina Base, whence we had accompanied the chief of 
stair. Mi. Joseph Kasavnbu, and tlie prime minister and minister 
of national defense, Mi. Patrice Lumumba, were witness to the fol¬ 
low mg events: Proceeding from Luluaboorg to Klisabcthviltc, we 
Lnded at Kamina Base t the request of the chief of ’talc and the 
pnmc minister, for the purpose of contacting the military authon- 
ties of the have. As we got of! the plane- at 5:45 r.u. local time, the 
chief of itatc, the pnmc minister, and then entourage were greeted 
by people insultingly shouting “Apes, apes!" 

These insults wire hutkd by Belgian military personnel from the 
base and a group of European civilians in their midst. The insults 
were repeated thiec times, in the presence of the commandant of 
the base. Colonel van Lierdc <?). Tlie prime minister and minister 
of national defense called the grave insults which the chief of state 
and his entourage had just been the object of to the attention of 
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the commandant oi the base. The latter replied that it was a group 
of Europeans who were responsible and that we should have given 
advance notice of our arrival instead of turning up in Karmna 
unexpectedly. Messrs. Yava. Joseph, minister of economic affairs; 
Lumbala, state secretary to the president; Kim. Emmanuel. the 
executive secretary of the president of tlie republic; Angelo, Henri, 
the puss attach* of the Office of the President of the Council; and 
N'Tumawako, Jean-Marie, radio reporter of the Ministries of In¬ 
formation and Cultural Affairs, witnessed this incident 
In witness whereof we have drawn up the present report on the 
aforementioned day, month, and year. After reading this document, 
the witnesses affixed their signatures along with ours 

The chief of state then asked the commandant of the base to put 
u plane from the bate at our immediate disposal, along with an es 
COrt of Belgian soldiers to ensure our safelv "We are going directly 
to Elisabethvillc." the chief of state declared, and the commandant 
of the bite replied that lie could not put this plane it our disposal 
and would have to consult Leopoldville 
We then said; "Sir, we have signed a treaty of friendship and co 
operation with you. When the chief of state asks your help, don’t 
waste time wailing for the approval of your government If King 
Baudotiin came to us to ask our help, do you think .1 member of our 
government would make him wait around for approval from the 
government? Where is the spirit of collaboration you have always 
made so much of?" 

The commandant finally contacted Ccncral Gheysen. who was in 
Leopoldville, The latter agreed to give us a Dakota At the same 
time I suggested to the president, who approved of my proposal, 
that the Belgian troops be ordered to go back to their camp within 
the next two hours and that 110 Belgian soldier he allowed to leave 
the base until the government and Parliament had arrived at a de¬ 
cision. We drew up a communique to this effect, worded as follows. 

The chief of the Republic of the Congo and the prime minuter 
and minister of defense order the Belgian troops from Belgium cur- 
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rently on active operations outside the limits of the bases of Kitona 
and Kamina: 

(1) to go back to Camp within the next two hours; 

(:) not to goouts.de the limits of the aforementioned bases. 

The chief of state and head of the Congolese government pledge 
that they will ensure the safety ol Belgian nationals and of Euro¬ 
peans in general with their own armed forces. These orders are 
being issued by virtue of the treaty of friendship and assistance be¬ 
tween tlie Belgian government and the Congolese government 
signed on June 29, 1960. 

Executed at Kamin* Base at 6:26 1 m.. July 12, i960; signed by 
the Chief of State and myself, 

bulletin I have imt been notified by my office m Leopoldville 
that Belgian troops arc enntiiiuing to fire on people in front of the 
Otraco building: it is reported that there arc four dead. 

Once we luil given fhiv older, we went aboard the plane. But 
what soil of aircraft wav given in? Comfortable pasvenger planes 
wtic available, but our rlncf of state was given a plane with mi 
seats, a paratrooper plane with no plate to sit! But all we wanted 
was a means of transportation, and this didn’t bother in. We left 
Kamma at S r \«. for EJn.ibetlivillc, and arrived there around 10 
P M But I lie lights on the field were turned out before we could 
land. 'Hie Belgian military personnel there ordered the pilot not lo 
land. Why? Because Katanga was now independent. The chief ol 
state and tlie prime minister were told that they would not be al¬ 
lowed to set foot m Katanga. 

As we circled over the city, we told them: the chief of state must 
be allowed to land; he 15 in hit own territory ar.d his own country. 
It is inconceivable that Belgian soldiers should prevent the chief of 
state from landing in his own country. It is as if King Baudouin 
were traveling through Belgium and somebody or other said to him; 

Baudouin, you can't land here because this country doesn’t belong 
to you.'' We insisted, but they refused to listen. 

We were forced to turn back. 
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Fifteen minutes after we had been refused permission to land, 
the pilot informed us that lie had just received orders to take us 
directly to l.uluabourg and not go back to Kamina. We asked him 
who had any such right to order us around; we've left our plane and 
our pilot in Kamina and we have to go back there, we told him. 
What sve really intended to do was to get off the plane in Kamina 
and go hack to Elisabethvillc by car, a distance of two hundred kil 
umeters, even if we died in the attempt. The pilot took us to Lulua- 
bmitg, against our will, as if we had been prisoners. We arrived time 
at three in the morning, spent the night there, and contacted the 
members of the Provincial Government again. The army pbnc flew 
in that morning. We decided to lour the entire country, because 
the Belgian* were hatching plots against us all over. We went to 
Kindn and Manicma, having received many telegrams from there 
asking us to conic. When wc arrived, the atmosphere was very 
tense, but there had not been any trouble yet. You will recall that 
a slate of emergency had been declared there and the region occu 
pied by military troops before independence, and thev measures had 
remained in effect after the independence of the Congo. People 
were subjected to harassment ami the military were on the rampage 
everywhere, sowing panic and terrorizing the populace. We immedi¬ 
ately contacted sevcial members of the Provincial Government and 
took steps to end the slate of emergency in Manicma at once, m 
older to allow people to live together peaceably again. Wc then 
proceeded to appoint new officers to take over command of the army 
and issued those directives necessary to restore order and ensure the 
•safety of Europeans, despite the fact that they had treated us badly. 
Wc earned the loyalty of the military, the member* of the govern 
ment, and the populace. The situation at that point was not as 
tense. Wc left Kimlu for Stanleyville yesterday at 12:05 P M •he 
whites there too arc continuing to wage a campaign of general dis 
obedience and stirring up trouble both within the army and in other 
areas. 


Wc asked the pilot what time we would be arriving in Stanley¬ 
ville and he told us wc would land at i:)0P.M. 

At 2:00 fai. we were still in the air. 1 was surprised, and told the 
president I didn't understand what was happening: wc had been 
told that wc would be in Stanleyville by one thirty and it was now 
two o'clock. The president went to ask the pilot again what time wc 
would arrive in Stanleyville, since it was past the time he had said. 
The pilot replied that lie had received orders to take us directly to 
Leopoldville The president ordered him to land at Stanley ville im 
mediately. 

I tlien talked to the pilot loo "Wo know you arc Belgian, but 
this plane now belongs to the chief of state and the Congolese 
government. You are in the service of the Congolese government 
and have no right to disregard the orders of the chief of state just 
became you have received orders from a foreign pnwet, that is to 
say. Belgium Wc arc independent now; and Belgium is a separate 
country now. just as France and America and other countries ate. 
What you arc doing is an act of high treason." 

I "he pilot pretended to obey then, and made .1 long detour to lead 
us to belics-c that wc were returning to Stanleyville. Then suddenly 
we landed at Leopoldville, against our will, as if wc had been pnsnn 
ers We had ahead) sent a telegram to Stanleyville announcing that 
wc west coming. All the pi nplc in the <it) -md the members of the 
government had been waiting for us at the airport since two o'clock. 

Wc arrived at N'Djili yesterday around 6:50 i\M. Wc were met 
bv a clique of the Belgian army under the command of General 
Kimo.* who then introduced himself: "General Kimo of Brussels, 
accompanied by General Ghevsen; do you wish to review the troops, 
Your Excellency?.l'hat is out of the question," 1 answered. 

'I insist that you review the troops," the general said. I repeated: 
"Sit. that is out of the question. You have brought these troops here 
to put our country under military occupation, in violation of our 

• The scoeral :n question was Genera! Cumont. (Editor’s note.) 
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agreement, and you have the audacity to ask that the thief of state 
and the head of government review them? That would mean that 
we approve of the presence of these troops here.' 

General Kimo then said to the chief of state. "Arc you aware that 
this airport is under my command and that I can take you prisoner?" 

Here in Leopoldville yesterday, this Belgian general threatened to 
take the chief of state prisoner! I replied: "Sir, I should like you to 
know that you are not in your own country. You have arms and 
ammunition and wc don't; we have only our bare hands." General 
Ghcyscn retorted "Sir, I should like you to know that I am in com¬ 
mand of this airport. We arc here to protect you.” “We don't need 
your protection," I protested. "Go protect the Belgians in your 
own country," 

"Murderers!" lie replied insultingly. "Arc you going to allow Bel 
gian women to he raped here?" 

He then made other insulting remarks in reference to the chief of 
stale and myself 

Finally he said "Do you want bloodshed in Ixopoklvillc?" lire 
president then replied "Gentlemen, if you have a thrnt for blood, 
let it (low, but I am here to tell you that it will not!” 

Wc then headed toward town, promising to go back to Stanley 
villc that same day. 

We went directly to the Sabcna Agency to ask for a plane. The 
employee in charge tokl us to go find Mr. Dieu, the director-general, 
who immediately gave his approval. When he asked us where wc 
wanted to go, I told him that we needed a plane to take us some¬ 
where inside the Congo, and that there was no need foe him to 
know our precise destination. 

With this information in his possession, Mr. Dieu, the director 
general, went off to get the blessing of the Belgian troops and see 
if they approved of our being given a Sabena plane! This way of 
going about things led me to telephone the following message to 
the director general: "Mr. Dieu, I don’t understand you, you are 
a commercial company; our state has a financial interest in this 
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company. When the chief of state or the prime minister want to 
buy bread, does the baker have to have the permission of Belgian 
troops to sell it to us?" Mr. Dieu finally gave ns a plane. 

I asked him to take us to the Ndolo airfield, since I knew our 
lives were in danger arid we had already risked death twice. 

"Come out here to N’Djili." Mr. Dieu answered. "I've made all 
the arrangements, and gotten permission from the Belgian troops, 
who arc here to protect you; nothing will happen ” 

We agreed When we arrived at the airport, we fell into a ridic¬ 
ulous trap, lire Belgian troops stared at us in a very peculiar way. 
Then all the Europeans at the airport surrounded us and called us 
"apes,” "murderers" "hoodlums," "thieves," and so on . . . some 
of them spat in iny face and pulled my beard, and one of them 
jostled me and took my glasses. Wc endured other humiliations, as 
the Belgian soldiers stood by and watched in amusement. 

Dear deputies, vou cannot imagine the scenes wc have witnessed 
in the last ten davs! Can you imagine .1 chief of state and a head of 
government of an independent country being drugged in the mud, 
insulted, and publicly vilified by foreigners on their own territory 
like that’ 11 k ie were foreign (CNlinaKtU pu”.n! Instead of Idling 
the world about this, they have come to us asking for statements, 
for puss conferences! Wlut arc wr to do? 

Wc all went back to the residence of the chief of state, where we 
spent the night. 

I apologize for neglecting to tell you that during our stay in Lulua- 
boutg. wc sent tire following telegram to the United Nations, 
through Mr. Bunchc, the assistant secretary-general, who is now in 
Leopoldville, with a copy for our government: 

The government of the Republic of the Congo urgently requests 
the sending of military aid immediately by United Nations stop 
Our request is justified by sending to Congo of Belgian troops from 
Belgium in violation treaty of friendship signed between Belgium 
and Rtpublic of the Congo [one *9 stop Under terms of tins treaty 
troops cannot intervene unless by express request of Congolese gov- 
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cmmcnl slop This request never made by government of Republic 
of the Congo 'top We consider unrequited action by Belgium act 
of aggression against our country stop Real cause of most of I rootles 
colonialist provocations stop We accuse Belgian government of 
having deliberately plotted secession of Katanga in order to Ucp 
upper hand in our country stop 

Before going on, 1 remind vou that the Belgian government has 
just appointed a Belgian general as command ctinehief of the arms 
in Katanga 

Under the tenns of the decisions nude at the Round Table Con¬ 
ference and the Fundamental Law, the Congo and its six present 
provinces constitute an indivisible entity. I he Congo has been rec¬ 
ognized as an independent state in its present unity. Belgium is 
plotting the secession of the province of Katanga, the source of its 
wealth. 

How is it possible for Belgium, which has recognized our country 
as an independent state and signed the document recognizing our 
independence here before the Congolese natron, lo plot tire secession 
of Katanga? Tsliombe has proclaimed the independence of this 
province! Belgium has sent troop' to Katanga, prevented the chief 
of state and the head of government from landing there, ami ap 
pointed ■ Belgian general as commmderin-chicf of the army. With 
his hand thus strengthened, Tshombe declares that he now has 
enough troops to oppose the Central Government. Do vou sec what 
Belgium and her king arc up to? 

tim government, with the support of the Congolese people, re¬ 
fuses to allow Itself to be confronted bs a fait accompli resulting 
from ,i conspiracy hatched by a Belgian imperialist .rd a mu I 
group of Katangcw leaders stop Overwhelming majority Katuigac 
people opposed to secession which means disguised perpetuation of 
colonialist regime stop Military aid requested aimed at essential pm 
lection of national Congolese territory against present foreign 
aggression threatening international peace stop Strongly insist on 
imperative need to send UN troops immediately to the Congo stop 
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This telegram, signed by the chief of state and myself, has been 
sent to the United Nations. We have also sent the following tele¬ 
gram to the ambassador of Belgium, the vice-president of the 
Council of Ministers here, the prime minister in Brussels, and the 
Belgian minister of foreign affairs: 

lu light of ; 1 . the flagrant violation bv Belgium of the clause ol 
the treaty of friendship concluded June 39 i960 with the Republic 
of the Congo providing that Belgian troops cannot be used on 
Congolese territory unless express ;!v uqn. >Md b> the government 
md fa) the attack on its integrity bv inciting the secession of 
Katanga, the proofs of which an 11) the fad that the chief of stale 
was forbidden to land at Mhsabethville Tuesday July 11 by Belgian 
troopi currently stationed tin is. and |i) the appointment ol a 
Belgian officer as commander of the Katangese military forces — 
out government hat decided, as a consequence of the act of aggres 
sum committed against the Republic of the Congo, to break off all 
diplomatic relations with Belgium as ol this date, July 14, i960 stop 
Signer) the President of the Republic. [Appfmiw.] 

IX-ar deputies, this was an emergency, and we therefore asked the 
chief of state to decide, for if it had liecn necessary to consult the 
Parliament every time the country threatened lo go under, the .situ¬ 
ation would have been far worse We therefore broke off diplomatic 
relations with Belgium. I he Belgian embassy is to lie closed. All Bel¬ 
gian diplomats must return home. (Apphruw.) 

When the Belgian troops, including those at the liases at Kitoira 
and Kamina. have left, we will examine the possibility of a resump 
tion of diplomatic relations with that country. We cannot maintain 
relations with a country that today is attacking us. that has occupied 
our country militarily, for this is a cause of shame to the nation. The 
independence of the Congo has been recognized, but today flic chief 
of state and the head of government are insulted and vilified, at¬ 
tacks are made on our lives, our people live In tenor, and all the 
streets are occupied by Belgian soldiers who continue to murder us. 
Can we go on living with these people among us? 
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[Shouts of “No, no, no" from all the benches. The President of 
the Chamber requests order.) 

As for the treaty of friendship chat Deputy Wercgcmere has said 
that the government couki not sign without the agreement of Patlia 
merit, I must tell you that the government signed it because a rcsolu 
tion to this ctfcct was passed during the sessions of the Round t able. 
All the leaders approved it at that time. The resolution was passed 
because Belgium had a majority of the delegates on its side, they 
did not represent the nation; they were in the pay of Belgium You 
arc well aware of this. What docs this resolution say? That a treaty 
of friendship between the Belgian and Congolese governments will 
be signed before June 30. Who voted for this resolution? You who 
were delegates at the Round Tabic. That is why we signed this treaty 
and I assure you that it is going to take a great deal of effort to 
change it. If wc showed you the draft that Belgium submitted to us. 
you would be amazed lo see what it contained. It was not drawn up 
without the Congolese who sat on the Political Commission in 
Brussels, to whom Belgium had nude many promises Wc may well 
wonder why the entire contents of this draft were approved. Fortun¬ 
ately wc were able to nuke important amendments I his can be 
seen from the minutes. 

As fot the armed forces, the treaty stipulates: "Furthermore, it 
(the treaty) shall be valid for a minimum period of ten years." Don't 
you sec that they wanted their troops to remain here forever? 

Wc had a great deal of difficulty getting the delegates to reject 
certain clauses. Article 6 as amended by us now reads: 

"Military intervention of any sort by Belgian forces stationed on 
bases in the Congo can take place only at the express request of 
Ihc Congolese minister of national defense. Subsequent agreements 
will determine how the military bases in the Congo are to be taken 
over and will specify the forms of cooperation desired by the two 
governments." 

Belgium wanted to keep its bases without allowing the Congolese 
government to have any control over them. We replied that this was 
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out of the question; they may remain, on condition that they do not 
intervene in our affairs; otherwise they must be dismantled immedi¬ 
ately. Plans for taking over these basts m order to train our children 
and train the cadres ol our air force on them will be submitted to 
Parliament later. 

Our government must have then' installations. If Belgium docs 
not agree, let her take than back to Belgium. 

Wc have signed this treaty; it is now up to you to see whether 
what wc have done serves the interests of the country. 

As for the troubles in the country, dear honorable deputies, 1 
assure you that they arc the result of a deliberate plot. I Jgiee that 
certain ministers may have perhaps behaved improperly at the time 
these incidents occuircd, but no ministci is responsible for the pres¬ 
ent situation. What is the reason for the present difficulties? 

Westerners have tried to get our government to sell out to Ihc 
imperialists Wc were offered a gieat many agreements I decided 
not to sign those agreements that were harmful and unfavorable to 
the interests of our country, because they merely meant that the 
Congo would lie dominated economically by financial groups from 
Belgium. As a result of our categorical refusal, Belgium is endeavor¬ 
ing toluim us today. 

Whenever an agreement was oficrcd us, wc replied: “Parliament 
must deeide fust." 

No." the Belgians replied, your representatives at the Kconomk 
Round Table and the members of the Political Commission have 
already given their approval." Wc finally declared that this did not 
hind onr country to accept such agreements. 

Since we arc a nationalist government, whose one concern is the 
interest of the country, those who covet our wealth ate attempting 
to plunge us into anarchy, to demoralize the members ol the govern¬ 
ment. marshal the population against us. and bring about the fall 
of our government. They will manipulate puppets who will not 
hesitate to blindly sign any sort of agreement and thus place Ihc 
Congo under foreign domination. That is the truth of the matter. 






SECESSION OF KATAKCA 


JULY i 960 257 


If the chief of state and I had not made it a polio to make our 
presence felt throughout the country in order to calm the people, to 
give them courage, and raise the morale of the army, I swear to you 
that the Congo would be faced with a situation you cannot even 
imagine. 

'Hie Belgians are sabotaging us throughout the country. For one 
example, the members of the Provincial Government of Kivu came 
to sec us in Kindu to tell us that certain orEcuh had earned off 
funds amounting to 2,ooo,cco francs. Government documents have 
been burned in most departments. The money disappears, and tech¬ 
nicians sometimes cut the communication lines or sabotage them. 
Who knows? In a few days we may be without water or electricity. 
You have no idea what is going on behind your backs. Here in 
Leopoldville yon have practically no idea what is going on, but if 
you were to go out into the country! What is happening is dreadful. 
I assure you that if this continues, in two weeks we will not even 
have enough money to pay our government employees and you will 
be- paid fen francs’ salary. It is chaos, u terrible crisis. It will lake us 
five scan to extricate ourselves from this impasse. 

The political independence that Belgium has given m with her 
left hand is being taken away from us with l»er right hand through 
economic domination. 

The public prosecutor’s offices arc no longer functioning, the 
magistrates of Luluabourg, for instance, closed down this office be¬ 
fore leaving. Technicians arc quitting and taking off. 'fire Lulua- 
bourg radio station is no longer broadcasting Communications be¬ 
tween Luhiabnmg and Leopoldville base been cut off. 

The European technician at the intelligence service in I^opold- 
viUc had locked the doors of his office and earned the keys off with 
him. I sent the police out in a plane to hunt him down. When I 
dressed him down for what he had done, he replied: "I left because 
I was hungry.” “That's not true." I answered. 'You could see that 
if you stayed here, your machinations would have been discovered.” 

When the troubles first started, a group of armed Belgians broke 


into my house to kill me. I owe my life to the Congolese soldiers 
who arrested them. ITie Belgian ambassador was at my house when 
our soldiers arrested these malefactors. It was one o’clock in the 
morning. “Mr. van den Bosch.” 1 said to him. “yon arc a witness. 
Your countrymen have come here to murder me. Are you going to 
deny it?” He was speechless! 

lire Belgian ambassador told me that he would lodge a complaint 
against the Congolese government with the United Nations and 
would warn his brothers in NA’I O, that is to say, the Atlantic forces 
and their cohorts. 

I have here the letter that the ambassador sent to the vice-prime 
minister in my absence. Here is what it says. 

Leopoldville. |oh 14. i960. 

Mr. Citenga. Vice-President of the Council of Ministers, Leo¬ 
poldville 

Mr. Vice-President: 

In the course of the meeting it called on the evening of July 13. 
the Congolese government stated that it wanted Belgium to evacu¬ 
ate the troops stationed at the N’Djttl airport and in UopoMvffle 
before ? a.m. July 14. 

’Him you can see that tire government made decisions duiing out 
absence. It specified that the evacuation older had to be carried out 
before 5 AM, 

Belgium refused to carry out this strict mdci. In the course of this 
-amc meeting. Mr Kamia, the minister and charge d’affaires at the 
United Nations, also announced that the Congo had .sent a letter 
to tlac Security Council regarding the presence ol Belgian troops on 
our territory. Hie government had lodged a complaint against Bel 
gium with the United Nations. I hc Security Council made the fol 
lowing decisions in this ugaid (yon c<rn see what sort uf decisions 
the Security Council wui already making): 

( 1) the withdrawal of Belgian troops, 

(1) the sending of United Nations troops. 

Belgium’s permanent delegate to the United Nations stated that 
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Belgian troops would remain in the Congo as long as the UN did 
not have the situation well in hand. This meant, in other words: as 
long as the UN troops do not have the situation well in hand, we 
will not leave! Why this mention of "having the situation well in 
hand"? Wc have our own army; all we are asking for is UN hoops; 
the Belgian troops must leave. 

"No, we are not going to leave as long as wc do not have the 
situation well in hand," the Belgians say. What riots that mean? 
This declaration, which did not meet with the approval of Tunisia 
and the USSR, was expressly approved by the other countries who 
were members of the Security Council, including the United States! 
This country therefore approves of Belgium's maintaining its bases 
in the Congo because it has economic interests here. As a conse¬ 
quence. the Belgian government, through the intermediary of its 
ambassador, has asked me to inform you of its decision, which is as 
follows: 

«. Belgium is picpaicd to implement the decisions of the United 
Nations Organization. (Belgium it prepared to implement these de¬ 
cisions because it fust A mesial's support Belgian troops mutt re¬ 
main/) 

2. Belgium therefore pledges to withdraw the troops that hase 
intervened when and whcic public order has been Mtisfactoiily , c 
stored hv United Nations troops 

3. Belgian troops will remain ill the Congo as long as necessary 
to ensure public safety. 

*}■ The Belgian government asks the Congolese government to 
collaborate in the reestablishment of public safety {Belgium « now 
preaching to usl ) 

5. It respectfully calls the attention of the Congolese government 
to the fact that it would bear grave responsibilities if it were to 
contravene the decision of the highest international tribunal. (Bel 
gium threatens us with reprisals, with sanctions if we do not bow 
to its decision, which has the support of the United States.) The 
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Congolese government must above all avoid any measures leading 
to pointless provocation and any dangcious agitation. 

6 Since it desires to provide clear proof of its willingness to ad¬ 
here to the decisions of the United Nations, the Belgian govern¬ 
ment will take advantage of the arrival of United Nations guards in 
IxopokMIc tomorrow, July i<j. and withdraw an equivalent number 
of Belgian troops. 

Thus if 20,000 UN tioops arrive, 20,000 Belgians will leave. Other¬ 
wise the problem will not have been resolved: since the Belgians 
can no longer remain in the Congo, they 3 ic calling nn their allies 
in the UN to take their place. 

I hiv letter dated yesterday and signed by Ambassador van den 
Bo«h is tantamount to a declaration of war against us. Do you see 
what Belgium, the country that is our friend, Belgium our "brother," 
the Belgium of cooperation and treaties of friendship, is trying to 
do' Do you sec the position the Belgian government has put us in, 
fifteen days after oui independence, just when we needed to begin 
to experience the joy of living 111 peace? All the foregoing makes it 
impossible foe our government and yourselves to work in |wacc; 
under these conditions the government cannot draw up its piogmm 
and submit it foi Ptiliament's approval so that each one of us, 
whether ministers ot deputies, may follow our policies and still work 
together as a team, since wc arc children of the same fatherland, 
so that our young nation may develop and genuine changes may be 
brought about Belgium is unfortunately blocking 0111 path, and 
there is nothing we can do about it. 

Since these incidents first began, the chief of state and I have 
hardly eaten or slept. I therefore propose that the Assembly approve 
the following measures, to be taken in the order stated: 

1. Breaking off all diplomatic relations with Belgium, closing the 
Belgian Embassy, and sending its diplomatic corps back home [Ap 
ptavie); 

2. Demanding the immediate withdrawal of the United Nations 
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forces (which arc to arrive today), if it is hue that they arc coming 
here to operate in accordance with arrangements made with Belgium 
that the latter country has notified us of; 

3. Allowing these forces to remain in the Congo only if they will 
abide by the decisions of the Congolese government, in particular 
those aimed at ensuring that these forces will not serve the interests 
of Belgium; 

4. Accepting the services of troops from Ghana if the government 
is convinced that they are not coming here to collaborate with the 
Belgians but rather to aid us itt j spirit of brotherhood 

We have had talks with the ambassador of Ghana. I heir troops 
arc arriving today at 3 r m The telegram thar the government of 
that country sent us was couched in very diplomatic language. This 
after noun we will officially request that Belgian troops evacuate the 
territory of our republic within twelve hours, in accordance with the 
arrangements that have been made and approved bv Parliament I 
pn ume that this is .1 reasonable deadline that will allow than 
sufficient time to get themselves organised and lease. (Murmurs 
from certain benches.] 


ini. puksidiwt o» 1 iik ciiammm. Order, please; the situation 11 
serious, my dear brothers. Let s say, rather, tint these forces ol 
aggression must withdraw immediately from our dli$ and the air¬ 
port and leave tomorrow morning. 

mk. lumumba. We also demand that tire Congo be given back 
everything that belongs to it, our national patrimony that is still 
confiscated in Belgium. [Applause.) By that, we mean all the para- 
slate funds, all our money, all our frozen funds. We were duped into 
believing that this transfer would take place on June 30. as you will 
recall, but to date we have received nothing; we must take our ease 
before the International Tribunal at The Hague 

In the face of this grave situation, I hereby notify Parliament that 
the chief of state and I arc planning to do a little traveling incognito 
ill the interests of the country. We arc to go buck to Stanleyville to 
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das; we will tell you what we have discovered within a week, because 
if we do not do this, dear brothers, in a week the Congo will find 
itself without a cent of money, without electricity, without anything. 
The following precautions will be taken at the suggestion of the 
chief of state, we asked the United Nations to put a plane at the 
disposal of the president of the republic, because the planes we have 
been traseling on are piloted by Belgian officers who fly us around 
wherever they please, as if we were prisoners. They took us to Leo 
poldviile yesterday against om will, as if we had been prisoners. 
Given these conditions, liow can we Ik sure we will reach our des¬ 
tination? In tl»c interests of the country, the chief of state is deter¬ 
mined to contact the people, whom certain parties are stirring up all 
over the country. We were to go to Stanleyville yesterday, hut we 
never got there. We have made arrangements with the general from 
Ghana who is arriving at 5:30 this afternoon with Ghanaian troops 
to travel aboard Ins plane under the protection of Chanaian and 
Congolese troops 

Hie government and the chief of vtatc arc opposed to the seces¬ 
sion of Katanga. (01 it violates the l imdamental l aw. This secession, 
moreover, was not brought .ibout through the initiative of Congo¬ 
lese; it was Belgium that was at the bottom of it. We suggest that 
Parliament immediately recall the Provincial Government of Ka¬ 
tanga, declare a state of emergency in this province, and send a spe 
cial commissioner possessed of full powers there. [Applause.) 

\ly dear honorable deputies, it is with deep emotion and tears in 
my eyes that I base given you this report on the grave and dramatic 
situation confronting om homeland, this country that we all love 
and that we proudly hope to make a beautiful and great one, fol¬ 
lowing the example of Ghana and Guinea after their independence. 
Belgium has forced m into a very bad situation. Our children and 
our wises weep, our entire nation weeps We arc expecting a great 
deal of you; svr must work hand in hand to overcome this situation. 
Should there be the slightest dissension among us, colonialism will 
seize the opportunity thus offered it to stir up trouble throughout 
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the country. As you have seen, the Belgian parties have united 
against us. They arc organizing parades and shouting everywhere: 
“Long live General Janssens! Long live Ceneral Janssens!" — that 
fascist! . . . I hope, dear brothers, that we will work shoulder to 
shoulder together. We have no arms, but we will call upon any 
friendly nation willing to help us. We will call on the devil if need 
he, we will continue to follow our policy of neutrality. We do not 
want any outside influence in our country, but we will cooperate 
with anyone. Dear honorable deputies, that is the situation. 1 thank 
you once again for your trust in the government you have elected. 

As regards the conduct of the ministers, I would never approve of 
a member of our government conducting himself in an improper 
and unworthy manner toward the homeland. As for the use of official 
cars, I have given all the ministers orders, and their chauffeurs have 
been given instructions, tn pul their cars in the garage after 6 r .m . 
anti I have asked them not to act like megalomaniacs. The ministers 
must live among Ihe people, If one of them wants to go for drives, 
lie has only to buy himself a car anti use it for that purpose, outside 
of working hours, I have told all the chauffeurs that if a minister 
makes them work after 6 r.n they should ask for extra pay. We 
must not appear to have stepped into the shoes of the colonialists 
in the eyes of the people. I'hc official cars have been bought with 
Hit- ix'oplc’s money. Our government is responsible to Parliament, 
and 1 have listened to the remarks of Deputies Kama, Wcrcgcmcre. 
and all the others in a genuinely patriotic spirit They arc indignant 
at the conduct of certain ministers, and I have taken note of this. It 
is up to Parliament to examine the situation more closely and pro 
pose measures that I should take. I want the government to work 
hand in hand with Parliament as a team. (App/ausc.J 

'Hie number of victims of the recent incidents will be an¬ 
nounced to you soon; we arc conducting an investigation at this 
very moment. The government has sent Nguvulu to the Lower 
Congo, where he and Minister Kisolekcla arc conducting a thorough 
investigation to determine how many people the Belgians have 
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killed. 1 received a telephone call from Mr. Nguvulu this morning, 
informing me that the morale ol all the troops in the Lower Congo 
is very low; they arc asking for the withdrawal of the Belgian troops, 
whatever the consequences, and the aid of either Ghanaian troops 
or I’N troops to raise their morale, for the tioops from Kitona have 
already occupied the port militarily and have reached the black dis¬ 
tricts of the city. 

We have just been told in fact that there were people killed 
while we were in Luluabourg. We are going to speed up the in¬ 
vestigation, for all these deaths will be the object of legal proceed¬ 
ings. . . . We must nuke an inventory of all the damages and 
protest to the Belgian government. A few day* from now, as soon as 
we have found out the c*act number of people killed and identified 
lire victims, we will submit a report to Parliament. As regards na¬ 
tional defense. I must admit that certain errors I1.1v. been «»i milted 
by certain members of my government, and I deplore this I know 
that I lies have not always acted in bad faith, and that is why I recall 
having sad here in this Clumber and explained to others that the 
Department of National Defense should not be entrusted to any 
one individual because he might use his office to stir up trouble in 
the country. Since this department is run by the Council ol .Min¬ 
ister*. :*o one pci <oii is responsible for it. I myself am merely the 
president of the council. 'Iliac is no way for me to make a decision 
or negotiate with anyone without the approval of the Council of 
Minister*. It would be unthinkable to entrust the Ministry of Na¬ 
tional Defense to a single individual, who might help stage a military 
coup in exchange for a five million franc bribe. You must foresee 
wlut might happen in this country. 

The member* of the government must respect Parliament and 
admit their mistakes. But 1 beg Parliament not to attempt to inter¬ 
fere with the government’s conduct of the nation’s affairs for no 
good reason. When someone nukes a mistake, he must own up to 
it I agree with Parliament on that score and believe me, we shall 
all control ministerial activities together. 
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THE PRESIDENT of tot. chamber. I believe that we shall apply 
sanctions from now on. 

mr. lumumba. I am sorry, Mr. President, dear honorable depu 
tics, but the situation is very serious, people arc dying. and 1 am 
urgently needed in my office. 1 would have liked to explain the 
situation in the Congo to you representatives of the people in much 
more detail. The situation can become crucial in a matter of ten 
minutes. I ask you to examine the question of what practical incas 
nics can be taken. Meanwhile, if you have an important question 
to put to me, I will reply before I leave. As for otlier detailed quev 
tions concerning the government, I leave Mr. Ci/enga, the vice- 
president of the council, here at your disposal. If. however, one 01 
another of you thinks that I can personally answer his question 
immediately, I am at his entire disposal. 

Mr. President, in the name of the chief of state and tlic govern 
ment, in view of the crucial situation, I .isk you to give special powers 
to the government ill order to speed up operation', for vs< arc really 
in .1 state of war, and ask you to appoint several members of Pallia 
ment to help exercise these powers. A chronologu.il report will Ik- 
drawn up for the Clumber by this commission in order to circum 
vent the normal procedure, which is too slow. Ihc question should 
l>c put on the day’s agenda and then debated. Wc arc in a state of 
war, and decisions must be nude without delay. 

|M«*r* Miidudu and Kama then speak on the tubftet of the 
numerous trips of the chief of itate and the prime minister to vari¬ 
ous parti of the country. 

mr. LUMUMBA, Dear honorable deputies, I have understood your 
remarks, which were well taken. It is obvious that in every country 
in the world the life of a head of government, the life of the chief 
of state, the life of even a deputy is very precious. I can understand 
that very well. But believe me. we are not making these frequent 
trips for out pleasure. Hie situation is such that our presence in 
certain places is necessary. 


I have so much news that I cannot tell you in a public session. 
Who is responsible for the country? I he Parliament. If you trust 
the chief of state and the head of government, you may- rest assured 
that the proposals they put before you are in the interests of the 
nation You arc unaware of several aspects of the situation. Un¬ 
fortunately, I cannot divulge them in 1 public session. It is all very 
well to take special measures to protect ourselves; this is in fact 
necessary, we could tiavel aboard a non-Belgian plane with an escort 
of foreign troops, for example. One ol the members of the govern¬ 
ment, Mr Songolo. has just 'aid that > telegram has come from 
Stanleyvilk announcing that the situation is calm there and that it 
is not necessary to go there now; I am quite certain that this tele¬ 
gram was not sent by the Provincial Government, because the presi¬ 
dent of this government left here only a short time ago, bound for 
Stanleyville, where he will wait foi us. I will cite yon vet another 
cave w 1 rn wr aimed in Kindu, w< wen given a telegram signed by 
the minister of lire interior Upon inquiry, wc discovered that it was 
in 1 the mmivUi who had sent the telegram. A certain group of 
people aic sending telegrams to try to create confusion. Do you know 
that certain luiopcans in Stanley villi and throughout the Congo 
arc planning terrible coups? If wc had not gone to Matadi and Kasai, 
I swear to yon that wc would have experienced troubles that you 
cannot even imagine. Our presence was enough to calm the rebellious 
populace and disarm the white populace plotting our destruction. 
Telegrams from several members of the military say; “If you don’t 
appear here inside of an hour, there is going to Ik trouble." This is 
true. A peacemaking mission is necessary. 'Die situation improves 
wherever the chief of state and the head of government go. 

I understand your eonc-cm. Wc might go along with Parliament 
and stay at home like little monarchs, but when things get worse 
you will be the first to blame us, to demand explanations of us. You 
want us not to budge an inch, to make us idlers who arc content to 
run some little errand from time to time the way the colonialists did 
yesterday! 
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As we travel about the country, we uncover a number of plots 
hatched by Belgian officials. The chief of state then takes immediate 
action. If a commission were to accompany us wherever we went, it 
would realize that we must follow a dynamic policy at this point and 
act without the slightest delay. 1 must stress the fact that our travels 
are absolutely necessary if we do not want to be held responsible 
for a disastrous deterioration of the situation in the next few days. 
If the Chamber insisted, however, we would both go quietly hack 
to out homes to rest, and remain there. 

(Mr. Senduv hikes the floor and then the president of the Chum 
her sums up the situation.| 

THE I’Ki.smi'M of THU ciiamber. To fill in what Mr. Scndwc was 
just saying, 1 draw the prime minister's attention to the fact that 
Mr, Mcnncquiaiix's presence in the Congo is dangerous. As proof 
of this, 1 mention the following facts. I went with him on .1 mission 
to Stanleyville During our visit to the three im'.inrv camps of this 
city, I realized that there was a plot afoot, lie wanted to stay in 
Stanleyville, and the counselor of the Provincial government ofictcd 
to accompany me on my visit to the Udc*. I refused to part coni 
pans with Mi I Icimcipiiaux because I bad Ikxii ordered not to 
leave him. I therefore ask the prime minister to have this person 
closely watched. If we vent the Belgian troops away, wc mmt also 
send the officer* of the Force Pubhquc back home. 

mr LUMUMBA. I take the floor to answer the president and the 
honorable Deputy Mr. Scndwc. 

I share the latter’s point of view, and I assure you that I under¬ 
stand your concern. We have received many telegrams informing 
us of the situation in Stanleyville. What the president of the Cham 
her says is quite true. The oppression of the populace of Orientale 
Province is in fact continuing. 

The Belgian soldiers, noncommissioned officer*, officers, and 
public officials still have all the power in their hand', and members 


of the Provincial Government do not have enough authonty to 
compel them to obey. 

You san see that this trip is absolutely necessary. Calm still reigns 
in Stanleyville, but the slighted incident could plunge all of Orien¬ 
tate Province into a bloodbath. I lie populace has realized how 
dangerous the situation is, and that is why it has summoned the 
chief of state and me to rcstoic older, in the aimy, among other 
places, where >oldicrs will themselves suggest the names of non¬ 
commissioned officers they trust to replace white officers. The soldiers 
no longer like llcnncquiaux 01 any of the other officers. The same 
policy will be followed in the case of certain officials within the ad- 
inmistiation who can lie dismissed by the central power. Give us 
permission to leave tonight for Stanleyville and restore order; wc 
will come back tomoirow. I am convinced that wc will he in no 
danger there. Wc will make the ncccssaiy arrangements, and instead 
of gomg on to Bnkasu as wc planned, wc will stay ovci in Stanley- 
ville and return to Ixopoldvillc tomorrow. 

A debate then begun between the president and Menu. Gbenye, 
Kaihamura, and Kdfon/i. J'or the benefit of the latter, .Mr. Ltr- 
mumba snakes one last clarification of hit position.] 

mr. i.i.’MI'mra. I reply to the scry sensible icmaiks made by the 
honorable Depute Mr. Kalonp lie brings up ccitam piceisc points. 
Mr Kalonp criticizes me for not having ordcicd the members of the 
government to act and take certain measures during my absence. 1 
gave the necessary ordcis. Our government team has a genuine team 
spirit, that is to say. wc govern the countiy collectively. Hie prime 
minister may be absent, but if he is. the vice-prime minister will 
preside over the meetings of the council and make decisions. The 
Council of Ministers held regular meetings and decided at five o’clock 
in the morning on the fourteenth that Belgian troops must he 
withdrawn completely. "This decision, made in my absence, is ample 
proof that the government does not consider it absolutely necessary 
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lor the prime minister to be present in order to arrive at a deebion 
m an emergency; he is just one minister among otliers. It is regret¬ 
table that the government has not been in regular contact with 
Parliament. Because it was not. the members of Parliament did not 
know what the government was doing. Since the relation has not 
been a close one, you have had the impression that the council 
wasn’t doing anything. We thank you for having brought this matter 
to our attention; and personally, I am ol the opinion that this 
irregularity will not occur again in the future. 

Mr. Kalonji, moreover, brought up the point that in huropc the 
chief of state or the head of government cannot tour the country 
without the consent of Parliament. I believe that lie is somewhat 
mistaken King Baudouln visited the Congo Ut\ suddenly last vear. 
When questioned about this, the minister of the Congo replied that 
he had not been informed that the king intended to travel there 

Moreover, Mr. Collard, the leader of the opposition, expressed Ins 
indignation at this, and asked the government why it had not in 
formed his bloc ol this trip. 

So I would say that in certain cases a statesman can travel about 
without being expressly authorized to do so. 

King Bawlouin made > hurried visit here because the interest of 
his subjects was at slake. 

When the head of government or the chief of state travels, it is 
the government and not Parliament that must be advised, for that 
is within the province of the executive. In pursuing the polkv of 
tli: isiwmim ill lot Whkh h< >' Mp O Mfl )l8> the prime mimsl. 
travel as much as lie pleases; he can go off ten times a day if he so 
wishes. He docs not need to ask Parliament's permission to do so. 
for the role of the latter is to supervise the action ol the government 
and pass legislation. If I have kept you informed of vsliat I have 
done, It was because I want us to work in a spirit of sincere collabo¬ 
ration; I was not obliged to do so. 

Mr. Kalonji has said that the army is badly organized. 'Ibis b 


obvious, for 3s lie has just stared, our heritage has been sabotaged. 
Wc took over only a few day s ago, on June 30, so how could vve have 
been expected to have the army well in hand and have everything 
else under control that very same day? Ilib was absolutely impos¬ 
sible. Even if I had had a program and had presented it to you on 
June 30. do you think this would have prevented the Belgians from 
plotting against us? Never in the world. What is a government 
program? It is the political line it takes that determines what a 
government is. it will have a certain political policy, developing the 
country, creating jobs, setting up cooperatives, and so forth; it will 
have another policy with regard to social problems. This is vvliat a 
government program represents in general. But what soil of circurn- 
stance* did wc find ourselves in? 'I lie government was formed at the 
bit moment after all sorts of compromises. The government took 
our. a coalition government, a government of national union. 
Would it have been logical to take the program of the \1NC and 
force it on the government team? Obviously not. I'-aeh party in the 
government had to announce its program, and of all the different 
programs presented, wc lud to carry out just one. 

But unfortunately troubles biokc out three days after vve came to 
power uid parliamentary officers had not even liccn elected yet, 
I low could wc have been expected to present a program under such 
circumstances? Be understanding and logical. If you had been in 
out shoes. sou would have been forced to do the same. A program 
exists, even though wc have our own ideas and our own policy; vve 
will call upon competent members of Parliament to help carry it 
out. for it will be neither Lumumba's program nor a government 
program, but the program of the country, of the nation. Wc ate a 
young natron, and wc must not copy Western methods exactly. In 
the Wc$t, the legislative, executive, and judicial powers ate sup¬ 
posedly separate. The government has its own prerogatives, which 
Parliament must not interfere with; everything that concerns the 
government, all its measures. Is there any teason why vve should 
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copy win I wc have seen to be the ease in Europe: .1 senate and a 
chamber that interfered with the exclusive prerogatives of the 
government? 

I for my part believe that since we arc building this country to¬ 
gether, sve ought not to apply all these Western methods. A mem¬ 
ber of Parliament, for instance, can come to me and recommend 
someone he thinks is a good man '0 that a iob can be found for 
him within the administration. Let us work together like children 
of the same father; let us build our country and a typically African 
system with new institutions. 

We have found it impossible to present .1 program. let me ask 
sou; if wc lud shut ourselves up for four days just to get this pro 
gram drawn up while troubles were breaking out in the country, 
svhat would have happened? Hie ministers yon >cc lictc don’t sleep; 
it was six m the morning when w< tool the measures instituting the 
curfew Wc arc arresting ill those, black or white, who violate tin* 
curfew Each minister has a team of II 11 and police officci* to 
arrest all those who take advantage of the darkness to commit mis 
deeds. They don’t sleep, they stay on duty hie sentinels, they patrol 
the streets like police officers, because if wc started acting like bom 
gtois — ‘Tm a minister”- - if wc were content merely to relay orders 
to European commissioners, to officials who an around only to 
sabotage us. sve would never manage to icstoii calm. 'lliat is why 
sve ministers and the chief of stile go down to tin cit«* to calm the 
people, because wc still arc not in contiol of the administration. 
Everything is still in the hands of European officials. Wc want 
to put our men in charge all over the country, and if certain mem 
bers of Parliament know of capable candidates to suggest, they may 
do so; candidates for posts in the police, in this or that department, 
and so on. . . . So many arc needed. Wc will put these men cscry 
where, so that the Congo may go on with the business ol govern 
merit, and cjcIi |>crsnn with a responsible job may feel free to call 
on an adviser, a technician he trusts to give him a hand with the 
technical part of his job. Wc must do all this as scon as possible. 
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Do yon think the situation would right itself as if by magic if a 
new team were to replace the one we have? It would have the same 
difficulties wc arc having, and pcihaps even moic serious ones. All we 
arc asking for is dose collaboration between Parliament and the 
government. And whenever one of yon has suggestions to make, 
don’t hesitate; come and see us. If you have a proposal to make to a 
minister, go to his office; if he doesn't agree with you, come and see 
me or express your point of view in Parliament; because if wc each 
work on our own, wc w ill not extricate ourselves from this situation. 
I‘hc program must also come fiom you; if yon have any ideas, pass 
them on to us. If, for example, a membet of Parliament made a 
suggestion about an economic matter, a highway or a bridge, and 
Parliament approved, wc woukl see to it that the suggestion was 
earned out. You can see that the progiam depends not onlv on ns, 
but on you too. 

On fuly 19, Lumumba visited Stanleyville and delivered two 
ipccchcs outlining hit program They arc reproduced here word for 
word, di recorded live. 

I SPEECH IN STANLEYVILLE 
Congolcte Unify 

Wc have already sent certain people away, and we will continue 
to do so. Wc want the Congo to lie a really free country, a country 
whose inhabitants, black and white, live in peace. We must see that 
human dianls and fraternity icign in our countty. ’flic Europeans 
who have remained among us must be protected; we must prove that 
the Congolese people arc a decent people: there are no more Ba- 
kongos, no more Bangalas. no moic Wagenias, only one free people 
We arc all citizens and we must safeguard national unity. 

Yesterday Europeans tried to divide us; they tried to divide the 
Bakongos and the Bangalas; they tried to divide Kasavubu and Lu- 
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mumba; and wc arc proving to all these people that today we are 
united. [App/dusi?.] 

And wc arc going to safeguard our national unity, for it is this 
unity that will make the Congo a great nation in the heart of Africa, 
and the Congo is going to play a great role in liberating the re 
maindcr of Africa tomorrow. Wc want the African continent to be a 
free continent. 

Sexual b’c/uaJity 

And our women who arc here, who ate listening to us and hearing 
what we have to uy — we want our women to be at our side. 
Women must no longer lie shunted aside. Wc want to live on an 
equal footing with onr women. 

Rapid Africanization 

Wc want to turn command of the army, tin administration, tin 
police, all the positions of leadership over to Congolese. And the 
Europeans who remain among in will simply Ik advise i- 

Wc want these leaders to perform their new jobs conscientiously, 
competently, patriotically; and any Congolese who docs not want to 
work for the national ran.se must he removed from his post, even if 
his name should happen to Ik Katavubu or Lumumba. 

Wc want honest people, people who will work for the country. 
We want people in a few months to say: "The Congo is really a 
free country." 

And if the man appointed chief of police or commander of the 
Force Publique doesn't know French, he can s;nak in Swahili or 
Lingala: we have our national Flemish, l aughter, applause, and 
shouts of " Uhurul "| 

Wc are going to visit the military troops now. the police camp; 
we will have contacts with Congolese officials; wc are going to name 
administrators, police commissioners, judges, today. All posts must 
be occupied by Congolese today, not tomorrow. Applause 

And then all of us together, dear brothers, dear sisters, factory 
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workers and office workers, intellectuals and manual laborers, rich 
and poor, Africans and Europeans, Catholics and Protestants, Kim 
banguists and Kitawalis's alike, one and united, will build a great 
nation. 

A Call to Order 

Orientale Province must be a model province. There must not Ik 
the slightest disturbance in Orientale Province. Not a single Euro¬ 
pean’s peace must be disturbed. Not a single hostile cry must be 
raised against a European. You must welcome even those who mis- 
treated us yesterday; you must prove your goodness of heart. 

It is yen who will be the honor of our republic; it is you who will 
Ih the glory of our young country, wc arc going to get around the 
present obstacles and surmount them. 

I have always told you: wc have no arms. Wc don't need arms. 
I ct us mobilize to hlKratc our country. You have listened to me; 
lodav out couutn n liberated. U/iuru is here [Applause; shouts of 
-(>/»u/ur| 

I give you .mother watchword today: lo make order reign in 
Onent.ilc Province, to make peace reign. Anyone who comes to you 
and says, "Let's go attack so-and-so, let's go attack a white, let's at¬ 
tack that black who was a member of the PNP” — anybody who 
-ays that to you is the enemy of our freedom. (Applause.| And you 
yourselves will be the police. If you see 11 child throwing stones, if 
you see someone insulting J woman, you must arrest him nr take him 
to the police (Appfourt.) And if you obey me and follow my orders, 
you will see that we will reach j second stage, and then wc will go 
on from there. 

The Human Investment 

Hi ere will be work tomorrow. We arc going to see that all of you 
who are unemployed have jobs. You must give us a little time, 
though. Just because the Congo has gotten its independence doesn’t 
mean that money has fallen from heaven or is going to fall from 
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heaven; that is not true. We must redouble our efforts. We must 
now drink one bottle of beer for the [inaudible passage^ instead of 
two bottles. Out women must work; everyone must go out into the 
fields. We must mobilize to create a national economy, a prosperous 
rural economy. Don’t get the idea that the Congo is going to de 
velop with capital from outside the country. That is not true. Capital 
is necessary, but first we ourselves must work. Our effort. We must 
get to work and combat idleness ami shiftlcssnos. Follow us. It is 
a pleasure to present Mr. Djin, the ambassador of Chana, to you 
here; lie has come to bring you greetings from the people of Chana. 
(Apphru.se; shouts of "Chana," ”U/iuruH 
This is proof that the African peoples are united today. Hie in 
dependent African peoples are not against the West; they arc not 
against Europe; rather, we arc for friendship between the former 
powers and our countries. Europeans have accomplished a great deal 
in Africa and we are grateful for their efforts. 

We simply ask that they understand the need for change that is 
unavoidable. The Ghanaian troo|>% have come to the Congo to help 
you, to bring order to this country 
Dear brothers, dear sisters, follow us, march with us. we are go 
ing to bring order [Applautt.) 

II. ADDRESS TO THE SOLDIERS Ol STANLEYVILLE 

Before calling the roll of the officers to whom we have handed 
over command of our national army, I will permit myself to make 
a few specific remarks in the name of the govcrnim lit 
The fact that our government is turning command of our army 
over to nationals in no way means that wc arc forcing aside the Bel 
gum officers and noncommissioned officers who are among us and 
who tomorrow will help the Congolese leaders create a well run 
army. The Congolese National Army owes its present organization 
to the Belgian officers who fought side by side with us for eighty- 
years to make the Congo a great free country. The Congo has be 
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come an independent country. Its political, military, social, and eco¬ 
nomic structures must also change as a result of this independence. 
Whenever a country anywhere in the world becomes independent, 
the leadership of that country must be handed over to nationals, in 
accordance with the pnnciplcs both of public and domestic law and 
of intemarional law. A country that has become independent must 
Call on men, technicians, and officers who have its confidence to 
help it. and it is above all in the Belgian officers who are among ns 
that we place this confidence. ITiough wc may have a political quar¬ 
rel todav with the Belgian government, this must not affect rela¬ 
tions between us and the Belgians who have settled in tins country, 
or between our soldiers and the Belgian officers and noncommis¬ 
sioned officers among them. Wc must look beyond the mistakes 
that have been made and see the man; we must see the human elc 
incut Ami I can >ay to the officers who arc among us here today; 
there arc some of your number who have fled; there are some who 
have left because their conscience was troubled. But there are Bel¬ 
gian officers and noncommissioned officers who have courageously 
remained with the Congolese troops because they still want to serve 
this country; wc say to these officers: our government lias confi 
deuce in you, wc arc counting a great deal on you. 

We know that out officer' may lack experience in this area 01 
that, but it is you who arc going to help them. 

Iliac are- also bad elements among us. There are some among 
the Belgian officers, tlicrc arc some among the government officials; 
this is true in every country in the world; no sweeping general slate 
merit can be made. These bad elements must leave; they arc the 
ones who ate contaminating life here in the Congo. And once all 
those people who arc determined to pursue the same gieat task of 
building tire great Congolese nation remain here, I am convinced 
that we will create a handiwork that the Congolese people and the 
Belgian people will be proud of, as they already are. We do not 
want to give the impression that what we are doing today is di¬ 
rected against the white man, not at all. We are merely setting up 
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new institutions as a result of this independence that we have won. 
While remaining friends with Belgium. And if Belgium is making 
mistakes today, we do not want to imitate her. It is her own affair 
if she compromises herself. And when we say Belgium, we do not 
mean the entire Belgian nation, but only the handfnl of men in 
power, the few men who regard this country only as an opportunity 
for exploitation, domination, and the furthering of a few selfish in¬ 
terests. But the Belgian people as a whole always receive us with 
open arms when we go to Belgium. 

And we want the Belgian people to know that the Congolese peo¬ 
ple still feel friendly toward them and that the Belgian officers who 
arc here can help us, as they have in tlie past, and help our oficcrs 
create a well-run new Congolese army. 

Af 10:30 P.M. on Tuesday, /uly 19. the Conjoin* national radio 
broadcast ,1 speech by Lumumba. The complete text reads at follow. 

My dear compatriots, 

We have just come back to Leopoldville this evening, after a two- 
day stay m Stanleyville, where I arrived last Saturday with the chief 
of state, During these two days we made important appointments 
within the army, the police force, and tlie administration. When 
vve arrived in Stanleyville, the situation was particularly calm in 
Oricntalc Province. But Belgian paratroopers landed at Bunia at 
2:30 P.M. on Monday to pursue their mission of aggression and 
provocation. They immediately opened fire on Congolese troop- 
Two Congolese soldiers were killed The Belgian troops, moreover, 
seized arms and ammunition belonging to your national army. Sim 
ilar acts were committed in Coquilhatvillc. where one soldier and 
one policeman were killed, and in Kindu. Tlie Belgian troops arc 
creating panic and unrest throughout the Congo. 

Everywhere they go they mount surptise attacks on our troops 
For ten days now the chief of state and I fuse been traveling all 


over the country to preach calm and examine the situation more 
closely. Our presence in the interior of the Congo has been bcnc- 
Scial in many respects and has allowed us to uncover many secret 
plots that threatened to plunge our country into an even graver situ¬ 
ation than is generally believed. Having witnessed the acts com¬ 
mitted today by the Belgian government in our country, vve cannot 
believe what it told ns yesterday for a single instant. Belgium rec¬ 
ognized the independence of the Congo yesterday; today she is sab¬ 
otaging that independence. The ministers of Belgium who signed 
tlie document recognizing the Congo's attainment of international 
sovereignty on June 30. before all the nations of the world, before 
tlie Congolese nation, are the same ministers who sent us occupa¬ 
tion tioops a few days after the independence of the Congo. The 
Belgian government, which made it the Fundamental Law that the 
Congo and itv six present provinces formed an indivisible and in¬ 
dissoluble political entity, is the same government that has insti¬ 
gated die secession of Katanga, for the sole purpose of keeping 
the Union Miiucri. Hie proof of the criminal ails of Belgium in 
the Congo hat been clearly established by the arrest of General 
Victor lamdiila, who was appointed by the chief of state and wav 
in Jadotvillc. and now is a prisoner in Elttabelhvillc, by the ap¬ 
pointment of .1 Belgian commander-in-chief in Katanga, and by the 
.sending of Belgian troops and special envoys to that province. 

One thing is certain: Belgium has damned itself in the eyes of 
the entire world. Its schemes will fail. 'Hie valiant Congolese peo¬ 
ple will l>e the victors We would rather die for our freedom than 
continue to live in slavery All the life forecs of this country’ have 
been mobilized to save the honor of the country and courageously 
defend itv independence. The tide of solid support for the young 
republic is visibly mounting. Every day vve receive messages of af¬ 
fection and solidarity, from every comet ol the globe, for the just 
cause we arc defending. History never takes a step backward. The 
Congolese people will let nothing stand In their way in their effort 
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to wipe out every vestige of colonialism and imperialism from their 
soil. Nothing matters to us. to the Congolese government that you 
have elected, except the interest of our nation. And our government 
is determined to defend this sole interest to the very limit, even at 
the cost of the lives of its members. 

In a letter we sent the secretary general of the United Nations, a 
letter signed by the chief of state and myself, wc set a deadline for 
the withdrawal of the Belgian troops W bad been promised that 
the Belgian troops would withdraw as scon as the UN troops ar¬ 
rived in the Congo. The UN troops have been in the Congo for 
more than a week and the Belgian troops refuse to withdraw. I hey 
arc continuing their aggression. This time limit that wc set expires 
today, |illy 19, at midnight. If the United Nations cannot satisfy 
our people, oiii government will be obliged immediately to call on 
troops of other nations We cannot continue to live under the un¬ 
justified military occupation of a foreign power. 

I inform public opinion in the Congo and throughout tlie world 
that Katanga will not be separate from the Congo I he province of 
Katanga is an integral part of the independent Congo, from the 
point of view both of internal public law and of international law 
Just as the province of Antwerp in Belgium will not become mde 
pendent, neither will the province of Katanga become independent 
111 an independent Congo. Our great, rich country will remain 
united, in order to play a primary role in the association of free na¬ 
tions of Africa 

My dear compatriots, we are standing firmly on our feet dav and 
night with you to defend the integrity of our national territory 
Those who still look upon the Congo as a conquered country, as 
an international market where they can come looking for gold, arc 
mistaken. The Congo is a free country. Its women and children, its 
workers, its intellectuals will defend it. because the tiche of the 
Congo belong to them. And we are going to exploit them ourselves 
so as to make the Congo a great and prosperous nation in the cen¬ 
ter of Black Africa. And tomorrow the Western countries that envy 
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us today will come and seek asylum here. We will welcome them, 
for wc arc a peace-loving country. 

Long live the sovereign and independent Republic of the Congo! 

On July 21 King Baudouin addressed the Belgian people "with 
infinite tadnea" and denounced the "frightful cruelty" that wat 
rife in the Congo, but hailed the "entire ethnic groups" (time in 
Katanga ) that "have remained our friends '' 

Before leasing for Sew York to defend his government's position 
before the United Sationr, the Congolese prime minister spoke 
over the Leopotdullc radio on July 23. 

My cU it compatriots, it is with deep emotion that I addtCSS yon 
lod.iv to announce an important and excellent piece of news to you. 
Hu. piece of iuvvs will planeyoa grcatlv. 1 in piece •>( new* will 
comfort you. 

’I lie dav that out young, sovereign, and mdc|>cndciit republic was 
hnulls attacked by Belgian tioopv, wc icaclcd immediately. My 
government, with tin entire approval of the chief of state, sent 
ccj'ck-v. .1 p|teals to the United Nations dav atlci day. The Security 
Council answered out appeal by sending its troops to the Congo. 
According to the decision of the United Nations Security Council, 
Belgium was to withdraw its troops from the Congo. The Belgian 
government, hacked by its financial giou|iv and the enemies of out 
freedom, refused to abide by the decision of the highest interna 
lional tribunal. 

Our government had decided to send a delegation to New York 
as soon a» possible. Ilm delegation was made up of Mi. Thomas 
Kanza, the mini'tcr assigned to the United Nations, and Audit 
Mandi, the state secretary in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. ’I he 
government continued to appeal to the United Nations each day 
for its help in ridding the- country of enemy troops immediately. I 
finally decided, with the approval of Parliament, to go to New York 
personally in order to defend our government’s position and put 
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tlie realities of the situation in the Congo before international opin¬ 
ion- M>‘ departure for New York was announced In the assistant 
secretary general of the United Nations, who is in Leopoldville at 
the moment. I am leaving for the United States today from Leo¬ 
poldville. The president of the Chamber and a parliamentary dele 
gation, a number of deputies and senators, together with a number 
of members of the government, will accompany me on this trip. At 
5:40 this morning, I received a telephone call from New York in 
forming "v of a grett victory Tire Security Council, which 1 
scuts every nation throughout the world, has just now passed an 
important resolution, under the terms of which the Belgian troops 
must leave the territory of our republic tomorrow, or day after to 
morrow at the 1 very latest The independent pseudo government of 
Katanga, second, will never at any time be recognized by the United 
Nations, Katanga belongs entirely to the Republic of the Congo. 
Hie secretary general of the United Nations, wlio will arrive m Leo 
this coming Monday, will make it his particular duly to sec to it 
lint <!' integrity of 0«U al territory is respected ami that Bel¬ 
gian troops an evacuated. M) dear compatriots, tins b the victory 
that we have won 1 i r. v. I have always uid, the truth «0I tn 
umph in the end. The truth is that the Congo, the country of our 
forefathers, belongs to us. And Katanga too. 

I spoke to you on the radio two days ago. 1 told the international 
press that Belgium would fail. And that her plots against us would 
fail too. And Belgium has, in fact, suffered a humiliating defeat to¬ 
day in the United Nations. 

Belgium went there to accuse us Belgium went there to accuse 
our government Belgium sent us occupation troops The entire 
world has rendered us justice. The entire work) lus said that wo 
are right. The despoilers of our wealth, the instigators of the plan 
for the secession of Katanga, the criminals who have destroyed the 
friendship between the Congo and Belgium, a friend and a Chris¬ 
tian nation, will regret having been so stupid. Our brother Tshombe, 
who tried to serve the interests of our enemies, the interests of for- 
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cigners, the interests of the colonialists of Katanga, the interests of 
selfish men rather than the interests of his country, of his native 
land, of his black brothers, will be judged by the people tomorrow. 
The people of Katanga who send us telegrams every day telling us 
of their disapproval of Tshombe arid condemning his criminal acts, 
will rejoice today to learn that Katanga is still part of a united 
Congo. The people of Katanga who feared that the Congo [sic] 
wouki dominate this province ssill rc|oici today lo learn that the 
United Nations docs not approve of what Belgium has done. 1 in¬ 
vite cedi of O to drink a glass of beer tonight to celebrate this 
\k tors We base no bitterness toward the Belgians; we are going to 
prose tomorrow that the Congo is a peace loving country, and unr 
people a patient people, a decent |>eoplc, who want only to live in 
peace witli whites. 

We know very well that many Belgians in Belgium do not ap¬ 
proved the policy of the government in power at all. 

When we go to Belgium, we are always welcomed with open 
Jim. by the Belgians, by then wives, by their children. We would 
Ilk.- the Belgians who remain among us, the Belgium of good will, 
to l< protected too. to be welcomed in the same way that they 
have welcomed n In tbdi country. Thoie who regard the Congo 
only as a country to come fortune hunting in, those who sec in the 
Congo only a chance to share in the dividends of colonial com¬ 
panies, a few selfish financial groups, the government in power in 
Belgium - tlicsc arc the people who were at the bottom of this plot 
and this situation we are going through today. 

It is the Belgian ambassador who is partly responsible for what is 
happening today. Belgium recognized the independence of the 
Congo and established the Fundamental Law, which specifically 
states that the six present provinces constitute an indivisible and 
indissoluble political entity, and vet it is Belgium that lias sent oc¬ 
cupation troops to Katanga. It is Belgium that has sent a special 
envoy to Tshombe; it is Belgium that has instigated the secession 
of Katanga, foe the one purpose of keeping the Union Miniitc, of 
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having control of our country. We urge all the people in this coon 
try to remain culm, and to follow our instructions We want Euro¬ 
peans to stay here with us, especially technicians, engineers, teach¬ 
ers, agronomists, and so on. . . . We want technicians to stay. 
People who arc not indispensable should go back to their own 
country. 

The chief of state and I went to Katanga The Belgians drove us 
away. As we were circling the airfield in Katanga at ten o’clock at 
night, they turned out the lights and told us that Katanga was in¬ 
dependent. Since we wanted to go to Kamma. we kit out plane. 
They drove us to I.uluabourg by car, as if we had been prisoner. 
We had been planning to nuke important appointments witlun 
the army, the police force, and the administration. 

We want all territorial administrators throughout the country to 
he Congolese, we want all district commissioncn to Ik Congolese 
A plot bus been hatched with the fascists of Katanga to ensure that 
it will bo Belgians who continue to hold these posts. This arc tis 
mg lo set up an economic dictatorship in Katanga, contr.m to the 
interests of the popular masses. Our brother Tshombr will regict 
this. Katanga will never lie independent; Katanga remains a Con 
golesc province, a province of out republic I'Ikkc who have hatched 
plots against our republic, those who have launched this attack 
against the external safety of our state, will be brought before the 
bat of justice of our republic. I he chief of state and I have pledged 
OUr solemn word to the entire nation that we will safeguard the 
unity and the integrity of this counttv It is this unity, this strength, 
which will make the Congo a great power, a great nation, in tlic 
heart of Black Africa. People have tried to cause dissension between 
the chief of state and me. For to divide is to rule We reali/cd this. 
Therefore there is perfect accord between the chief of state. Mr. Kasa- 
vubu. and myself; we have exaetk the same opinions and think ex 
actly alike, and not so much as a needle could be slipped between 
us in our relations. This has given us the strength to travel through¬ 
out the country, braving heat, cold, and hunger, to get closer to the 
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masses, to speak with our people, at the risk of our lives, and thus 
far escape a'.l attempts made on them, and this strength, this unity 
between the chief of state and myself is what constitutes the 
Strength of the Congo today It is tin. unity which has led us to 
pcotttt to the United Nations das after day. demanding the im¬ 
mediate departure of the Belgian troops, of the enemy troops, of 
the occupation troops; and the tinted Nations lias listened to us to- 
das. and we have said that if thcic was no wav of obtaining immedi¬ 
ate satisfaction, we would ask for Soviet and Afro-Asiatic troops 
We aie not now communists and we never will be, despite the 
campaign of destruction and obstruction that enemies of our inde¬ 
pendence have waged throughout the country . We ate simply Af¬ 
ricans We do not want to subject ourselves to any foreign influ¬ 
ence. sro want nothing t<< do with any Imported doctrines, whether 
from tlx West, from Russia, or from America. The Congo remains 
the Congo. NVc ate Africans We want to make the Congo a great 
fie. nation We do not want to escape one dictatorship only to full 
beneath another. We ate not what people think ssi arc, because we 
arc a decent people 

We arc honest; if we had wanted to sell out country out, to get 
money from imperialists. they have offered, there would be no 
chant.' Ih would be no pmbkins lod.v Became we want to 
serse the interests of our people, of our nation, nothing matters to 
us except defending our country and serving the nation. Those who 
want to make deals with the capitalist' can do so; that is their busi 
ness. those who want lo make millions can do >0. that is their 
business, and they arc the ones who will have a guilty conscience. 
Dear brothers, y 011 ran now see the benefits of unity. We ask our depu 
ties, our senators, all the people to unite, to follow out example, so 
that as children of this united country, workers and intellectuals, 
rich and poor, adults and children, boys and girls, all ol us together 
may build a great Congo, a strong Congo, so as to liberate the test 
of Africa, to liberate our brothers who arc still under foreign domi 
nation; dear brothm. the work that we arc pursuing, the work of 
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national liberation, of building the country, is a work that I might 
rightly call a divine work; we must forgive those who arc attacking 
us today. We must live with the Europeans who remain among us 
as brothers. Wc must welcome them to our country, our enemies 
will depart. 

We are going to expel all undesirable elements, those who still 
want to mistreat you, who still want to oppress you We will allow 
only friends to stay here with us, Belgians and Europeans of good 
will, of good faith, those who realize that the Congo has changed, 
that the Congo belongs to the Congolese, that the Congolese must 
tun their own country. These people must stav, and wc will also call 
on other nations, on other Belgians ii. Belgium, who obviously do 
not approve of what the members of the government in power arc 
doing 111 their attempt to see to it that the Congo remains a con 
qucicd country — isn't that right’ 

I am going to the United States today with a delegation of your 
leaders We arc going to establish contact with many groups with 
regard to problems concerning industrialization and the develop 
merit of 0111 country, Many technicians have left. Our courts have 
no magistrates today There has been blackmail. People have tried 
to sabotage our independence, but wc arc still on our feet Wc are 
going to tighten our belts and prove that, like tfie United States, 
our country will be buill by the labor of its sous and not In hold 
mg out our hands and begging here and there. 

You know about the French Revolution; France was built with 
the labor of each of its men and women citizens I he Belgian Rev¬ 
olution in i8$o drove the Dutch out of the country-, the Belgians 
have worked hard and everybody has va-.d that Belgians are an in 
dustrious people, we Congolese people arc .1 great nation too. greater 
than Belgium, richer than Belgium, and tomoirow we will prove 
that wc can build our country through the effort of each and even 
one of us without begging for money anywhere; this is the only wav 
that we can save this great country, dear brothers, dear sisters, dear 
citizens. This is the message I bring you a few hours before leaving 
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for the United States: remain united, drink, have a good time, cele¬ 
brate onr victory tonight, rejoice, celebrate the departure of the en- 
cmicv of our country tonight, and when I come back with techni¬ 
cians. with tcachcn, with engineers for all the necessary cadres, we 
will then send the best of our sons abroad to learn, so that in five 
years the Congo may have its own technicians in every field. 'Hie 
enemies who arc sabotaging us today will knock on the Congo’s 
doors tomorrow to ask for hospitality and we will tell them: the 
Congolese people arc a proud people who feel no lsittciness. You 
can come luck lute, dear brothels. I urge you to follow this watch¬ 
word and rejoice, and not treat the Europeans cruelly or raise a hue 
and cry against them, but rather make them (eel at home in out 
country. 

A new climate is needed today to get our economy going again; 
the strife must cease, this disorder was caused by out enemies, and 
it is my belief that your leaden lave protected your interests today 
-i-l that you will listen to us. You blacks and whiles in our conn 
try — all of us ate going lo build out country together, 

Ding live the Republic of the Congol 
l-ong live freedom! 

Immediately upon hi* arrival in t/ir United Stale*, on filly 25, 
lairiiiniiftd called a press confticnca. 

PRESS CONFERENCE IN NEW YORK 

Ccntlcmcn of the press, I am pleased lo be here with you to tell 
you about the problems of the Congo. I came to the United States 
to meet with the secretary -general of Ihe United Nations and give 
him an objective report on the causes of events in the Congo and 
ask his help in removing Belgian troops from the territory of our 
republic forthwith, so that peace may be immediately restored. 
Peace will not be restored as long as Belgian troops remain in the 
Congo. 
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'The restoring of order and peace in the Congo depends on the 
withdrawal of these troops. I am going to give you a very brief re¬ 
port, because I would rather spend this time answering questions 
you want to ask me. International opinion must have all the ncces 
jary information about the situation in the Congo The truth must 
be established Many of you know about the Congo or the events 
in the Congo through dispatches from news agencies These dis¬ 
patches sometimes contain things that arc not true. 

The Belgian press, the Belgian ncw« agency, has deliberately' 
waged a campaign to mislead public opinion, and their reports of 
these incidents have been gm-'K exaggerates!. But the truth hn 
come to light today. As you know, the Congo was colonized by 
Belgium for eighty years. We lived in sincere friendship with the 
Belgians for eighty years. And when the Belgians came to our coun¬ 
try, we welcomed them with open arms Even today the Bclguin 
who live among our people have not complained about the bchav 
mr of Africans. While the French and the English were endeavor 
ing to bring about the political emancipation of the territories un¬ 
der their rule, the Belgian administration did nothing. I do admit, 
on the Other bind, that progress wav made from the point of view 
of the economic and social development of the Congo We rccog 
nizc the efforts made by the Belgians and the foreigners who set 
tied in our country. But nothing was done to bung alxmt the polit 
ical emancipation of the Congolese. We waged a desperate struggle 
to flee our country from its colonial status, to make the Congo a 
free continent, an independent country Our policy was based on 
nonviolence, and all our efforts were made in this spirit, and despite 
persecution, arbitrary arrests, and prison sentences, we never lost 
heart. We fought to the very end. until Belgium recognized our 
right to self determination. We met together at a Round Table 
Conference in Belgium, and thanks to this conference it was de¬ 
cided that the Congo would attain its independence on June 50. 
i960. We went hack to the Congo; a General Executive College 
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Hid provincial committees were set up to rake over the political and 
administrative direction of the Congo from the month of January 
to June 50. We worked within this college, and recommended many 
reforms that were never carried out. From the month of January to 
the month of June. i960, the Belgian administration, the Bclgi.ni 
government, did almost nothing to make the transfer of power to 
the Congolese easier. Cadies were not set up, as in other colonies 
when llxr administration in power decides that the country will be 
granted its independence. 

Throughout Africa, in all the countries that have won their inde¬ 
pendence, their attainment of independence has always been pre¬ 
ceded by a period of organization, but nothing of the sort was done 
m the Congo We attained our national sovereignly 011 June 30. On 
|uly 1, not a single official position was in the hands of Africans. 
Tire administration, the police, the army were still absolutely and 
entirely, one hundred percent, in the hands of Belgian officials. Nat- 
uralh there wa nt. Mihtaiy peisonncl dcmanded 

reforms in the army. long before independence we asked General 
Janssens, the commander in<hkf of the Force Publique, on three 
occasions us t plan for Ofganizin| and Xfiicaiu/.iiig the 

army. Each time Ire told us, in the presence of the governor general, 
that he did not approve of the reforms we had in mind, and that 
only 4 responsible government framed on the basis ol the election 
ictmnv could dm" up new regulations (or the army. We were pa¬ 
tient. and the government came to power on June 30. As prime 
minister and minister of national defense, I told the general again 
that reforms absolutely had to be instituted, and that if these re 
forms were not nude immediately, we might very well be faced 
with an army revolt within a few days, because the military be¬ 
lieved that indqKndence was benefiting only the civilian cadres. As 
a matter of fact, we did have Congolese as provincial counselors, as 
deputies, as senators, and as ministers, among them the chief of 
state. But there had been no promotions in the army. I received 
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complaints from the military every day; ! received visits every day. 
and each time I mentioned this to tire general oc to Colonel van 
Hoorebeck, my chief adviser for national defense And my proposals 
were flatly rejected each time. The general told the military that 
“there could be no change in the army." And I can assure you that 
the discontent of the Congolese military was fostered and provoked 
by Belgian officers. 

A few days later, there was a mutiny, av you all know. This revolt 
was not entirely motivated by hatred of the Belgian officers; it was 
also a legitimate complaint, resulting from the serious psychological 
and political errors committed by the Belgian government and the 
Belgian officers. As soon as these incidents occurred, the chief nl 
state and I immediately personally visited military camps in the 
Lower Congo, Thysvillc, Matadi, Baiune. Moanda, and Boma. to 
make an on-the-spot investigation and proceed to appoint Congo 
lose. When we arrived in Matadi, we were accompanied by the mm 
ister of justice, and w ( gave specific instructions to the Belgian mag 
isi rato to open an Immediate investig ibon. The conjoVgcncral bed 
informed us that white women had been insulted, and wc said that 
if inadmissible acts had in fact been committed against white 
women by either Europeans or Africans, the government and the 
courts should take immediate steps. Because our government must 
piotcct all nationals and all foreigners equally, with no distinction 
between them whatsoever, and wc must sec that order is restored 
ilm'K. iiMut the couni) Hie magistrate s wen given instructions to 
that effect. There arc no black magistrates in the Congo. The cn 
lire corps of magistrates is m the hands of the Belgians. Although 
we gave such instructions and insisted that immediate measures be 
taken, there were no arrests. And this would lead us to believe that 
the fads brought to our attention were not absolutely true. The 
Belgian minister of foreign affairs came before the Security Conn 
cil here to declare that white women had been raped. I apologue 
for using this word, but it was precisely the one that was employed 
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and I would like the truth to be established. But to date no guilty 
party has been arrested, even though the magistrates, who ate all 
Belgians, have every power at their disposal, and even though wc 
have given instructions to this effect. 

Lacs have been circulated to discredit our government, our coun¬ 
try. The Congolese people are a decent people. Not a single Euro 
pcan has been killed in our country for eighty years, because the 
black man had no desire to do so. F.iiiopcans have lived among us 
for eights years, but they have never been bothered even in remote 
parts of the country . What has happened in the Congo lias hap 
pened all over the world. Tlie populace is a whole has not partici¬ 
pated in these disturbances The populace has remained calm and 
continues to trust its leaders. For us Congolese, independence docs 
not mean the repulsion of Europeans or the expropriation of thcii 
property. Ihe independence that we have fought to win merely 
means that we must govern ourselves and build our country', in har¬ 
mony. collaboration, and friendship with the Belgians and the for¬ 
eigners who have settled among us. 

Kver since it has taken over, out government has consistently 
taken a position in favor of maintaining piopet relations with all 
friendly countries. This jiositioii remains .1 firm one, as does our 
friendship with the Bcl^im p-.i pi. W< h i\. no dcriic to attack 
Belgium as .1 country in any way. When wc have visited Belgium, 
wc luve always been welcomed with open anus by the Belgians, by 
Belgian women and children and all classes of people. And when 
the Belgians came to oui country, they were also warmly welcomed 
Wc ourselves invited the king of the Belgians and the highest oi 
fkiah of Belgium to attend the ceremonies celebrating our inde¬ 
pendence. Even though it was predicted that the worst sort of 
things would happen on tlic thirtieth ol |unc, there was absolute 
calm. Independence was proclaimed amid the greatest happiness 
and enthusiasm. Whites and blacks alike celebrated our independ 
cncc. Wc welcomed the king of the Belgians and his entourage to 
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our country, and there were no incidents. Wc freely signed a treaty 
of friendship and aid with the Belgian government; we were ob¬ 
jected to no pressure whatsoever. 

What explanation is there for the fact that incidents occurred a 
few days later? Mow can we be accused of being against the Bel 
gians when we ourselves signed this treaty only yesterday? lhere is 
a reason for this, and this reason has been kept hidden from you 
You have been given a false picture of the problems of the Congo. 
Gentlemen of the press, what we have done in our country i> what 
has been done in every country . You may recall the resolution that 
took place here in America; a people that had long been colonized 
had to fight for liberation, and it was bccau,' of this noble struggle 
that the American people have become what they are today and 
that all the citizens here in America, the countrv of freedom and 
Instree, have pooled their efforts to build their gicat nation There 
is also the example of the- French Revolution there was no quo 
lion of blacks or whiles involved in thi\ case, hut the French had 
to fight to put an end to injustice and exploitation. And we know 
what Fiance has accomplished today thanks to this fight for its free¬ 
dom. We also know what Belgium cIkI to free itself from foreign 
domination; Belgium became independent in 1830 as a result lhere 
was also the Russian Revolution. They too hail to fight for then 
freedom. And today Africa is fighting for its freedom. 

I can assure von that there is no hatred for the white man 111 the 
Congo. What we have rebelled against, and will continue to rebel 
against, is injustice, unjustified domination, being hoodwinked, 'lire 
Congolese people arc a peace-loving people, who want only to list 
in peace and friendship with Europeans and with citizens of am 
and every nationality. We thank the Security Council, which voted 
unanimously in favor of Belgian troops withdrawing from tire Congo. 
This unanimous vote truly proves that the spirit that moved all tire 
nations represented on the Security Council is one of friendship and 
solidarity toward the Congo and all of Africa. Under tire terms of 
the treaty that we signed with the Belgian government on June 19. 
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article 6 provides that Belgian troops will not intervene in any way 
in the Congo except at the express request of the Congolese gov¬ 
ernment. Our government has at no time made such a request. 
Even if at a certain juncture we found it difficult to ensure the pro¬ 
tection of the inhabitants of the country, the only thing the Belgian 
government could do was to propose that tioops be sent. And by 
the terms of this treaty, it was up to is to request the intervention. 
I lie lidp of Belgium But Belgium made no e-flort to consult us. 
Three or four days after it was signed, Belgium trampled this treaty 
underfoot, the Belgian government violated this treaty. It sent oc¬ 
cupation tump* into our country, under the absolutely false pretext 
that it w.is thus protecting Belgians Though the fault lay entirely 
with the Belgian government, it look advantage of the troubles that 
had occurred in the Congo because it had not created cadres and 
lud grunted us independence with no preparation whatsoever. It 
was entirely this government's fault that it had granted ns inde¬ 
pendence witliout creating any sort of cadres. 

\nd wlut sloes this treaty of friendship represent today besides 
hypocrisy and false- jMCtenivs? Belgian troops are pouring into the 
Congo, into even cornu of the country, even 111 places where no 
European has ever been threatened. Ami the fust thing the troops 
do when they arrive is open fire on Congolese troops, kill soldiers, 
am! seize arms and ammunition that belong to our army, arms that 
have been bought with out money. And the Congo today lives in 
an atmosphere of terror and unrest. 

The chief of state and I bring ordci wherever we go. Two days 
later Belgian hoops arrive to wreck what wc have managed to 
achieve. 

Ific situation in Katanga is the result of a coup planned several 
months in advance by the Belgian government. Mr. Tshombe is he 
ing used as a propaganda tool, as a screen; for Belgium intends to 
keep the Union Minicrc, to have control of our country. Wc have 
proof of this. I receive telegrams every day from Katanga. The over¬ 
whelming majority of the population roundly condemns the Bel- 
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gian government and Tshombe for having committed the criminal 
act of declaring Katanga an independent country. Here in the 
United States, as throughout the world, international opinion is be 
mg misled: the secession of Katanga is being passed off as the cv 
pression of the will of the people of this province Tins is coot 
pletely untrue. If a referendum were to be organized in Katanga to 
determine whether the people were for secession, it would be evi¬ 
dent that this population does not favor secession but rather the 
unity of the country. The most tangible proof that this is a coup 
planned by the Belgian government is the fact that it sent a Bel 
gian general to Katanga not long ago to act as comm inder in chid 
of Katangcsc troops. The second proof is that the Belgian govern 
Ilient has just sent a special envoy to Katanga to contact Mr. 
Tshombe. The third proof is the fact that on our was from Lu 
luabouig to Elisabethvillc, the chief of state and I landed in Ka 
miua and asked the commandant of the base there ssho had as: 
tliomcd the lending of troops to Luluabourg and elsewhere, since 
he knew very well that a treaty had been signed When wc landed 
m Kamina, Belgian soldiers there insulted us and called us 'apes 
and "hoodlums.” 'f lic Belgians who called themselves our friends 
insulted the two of us, the chief of a sovereign state jikI the head 
of government, publicly, on our own soil. Wc kit Kamina for Elis 
abethvillc. Wc arrived at ten o'clock at night, awl when we tried to 
land, the Belgian troops turned out the lights on the airfield. 'I hey 
told the chief of state and me that if wc got off the plane we would 
be taken prisoner, because Katanga had declared its independence 
and was occupied by Belgian troops. Wc insisted that we had to 
land, hut the pilot told us he couldn't bring the plane down be¬ 
cause he couldn’t see the airfield. Wc were forced to turn back with 
out landing, and ten minutes later the pilot told us he had received 
orders to take us directly back to Luluabourg. even though wc had 
planned to land in Kamina and take our plane from there. We were 
taken away like prisoners Wc then went to Kindu and all over the 
country to restore order, and when sve got to Leopoldville we met 
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General Cumont, who told the chief of slate and me that he tould 
take ns prisoner because the N’Djili airport belonged to him and 
was under Ins control. Just today, a few minutes before I arrived 
here, I received a cablegram informing me that the Belgian govern¬ 
ment has just appointed a chief of staff for Tshombe and that this 
general has made a statement to the effect that he may stay in the 
Congo for eighteen months. 

Gentlemen of the press, this is proof that it is not Africans who 
arc behind what is transpiring in Katanga. Contrary to what is be¬ 
ing publicly vaid even day, Mr. Tshombe is not the prime minister 
of Katanga, lie is using that title illegally. And the Belgian press 
sails him by that title so as to mislead international opinion and 
make peopk believe that Mr. Tshombe is prime minister. 11 c is not 
prime minister; he is president of the Provincial Government, which 
merely enjoys administrative autonomy within the framework of 
the Fundamental Law set up by the Belgian government. The 
province of Katanga and the othei five provinces of the Congo 
fonn an indissoluble wliok. And according to the Fundamental 
l-iw. winch is the product of the resolutions of the Brussels 
Bound Tabk. the conference attended by the leaders of Katanga, 
including Mr. Tshombe, it >' specifically stated that the Congo and 
its six present provinces constitute an indissoluble and indivisible 
political entity. And it was with this political and economic unity 
that the Congo attained its international sovereignty. And it is tin 
tlmilalik that there should he talk of an independent Katanga 
wIh;i Katanga is part of the Republic of the Congo. It is as if 
someone were to -as that a part of France had become independent 
today; that is nonsense. It is as if flic province of Antwerp in Bel 
gium were now said to be independent; that is nonsense. Belgium 
thus intends to have Katanga, the richest province, because she can¬ 
not exist without Katanga and the Congo, as she herself has said. It 
is our wish, however, and the will of our people, to defend our ter¬ 
ritorial integrity . The Congo will not be divided in any way; the 
Congo will remain united. And that is what will make the Congo 
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a great power in the heart of Africa. I have h 3 d the pleasure of 
talking with the secretary-general of the United Nations, and 1 
have had the pleasure of reading the secretary-general'* reply to 
Mr. Tshombe In this reply, the secretary-general told him that 
recognizing the independence of Katanga was out of the question 
since Katanga was an integral part of the Republic of the Congo, 
and that this was his position and the position of (Ik United Na 
tions Organization, of the Security Council. And we are very pleased 

at this. 

The Congo dots not want to live in isolation; we want to cooper 
ate with every country in the world. We want the United States 
Prance, Belgium, Great Britain, all the African countries the Soviet 
Union —all nations willing to help ns to be able to do so, for 
the consolidation of our independence and the exploitation of the 
wealth of 0111 country Wc will turn no one away. The Congo is a 
country that holds out its hand to you. A fraternal hand. Wc rec¬ 
ognize scientific, educational, and technical progress I assure you 
that, contrary to what ha* beta raid, d < img of hatted 

toward whites in the Congo; this was a localized incident and has 
not occurred anywhere except in the army; it is not a general trend. 
I can also tell you that the departure of Europeans has become a 
widespread, organized movement only to do harm to us. PhotOfra 
plurs and newsreel cameramen and the like base been called to the 
scene so that everyone will get the wrong impression and say. “The 
Congolese are driving the Europeans out of the country Wc in no 
way desired this massive departure of Europeans, and I have met 
with certain Belgian officials who have assured me that what has 
happened in the Congo is that many Belgian functionaries do not 
want to work under blacks, and this is true. I he Belgian govern 
ment took the position that all Belgian functionaries should remain 
in the Congo But these functionaries asked to go back to Belgium 
to militate for equal status with blacks. Long bcfoic independence, 
many Belgian officials told me; we must be given a choice; every 
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functionary and every Belgian agent must be allowed to choose 
whether to remain in the Congo or go back to Belgium. And if 
wc are not allowed such a choice, don't lx: surprised if there is sab¬ 
otage in your administration tomorrow. And I was told that there 
were functionaries who were taking advantage of this situation for 
the sole purpose of getting equal status and saying that it was im¬ 
possible foi tlicm to continue to wive in Africa and therefore plan¬ 
ning to leave Africa cn masse. You must not get the idea that all 
the Belgian', who went back to Belgium were the victims of harass¬ 
ment. I his is not true at all. Wc are- quite ready to admit that there 
were certain Belgians who were badly shaken by this movement 
among the military . To date wc base taken all necessary measures 
to protect Europeans and nationals. And that is w hy wc called upon 
the- United Nations to gist us military assistance after tin sc troubles 
broke out. UN troops have -Breads aimed. But the Belgian troops 
refuse to lease the Congo even though UN troops have arrived. 
Tires are continuing to attack out republic And if peace is threat¬ 
ened in the Congo today, it is not the fault of the Congolese; it is 
the fault of I lie Belgians. 1 assure you. gentlemen, I would even lxrt 
on it if the Belgian troops leave the Congo today, order will lie 
completely restored five minutes after they have gone. |xacc will he 
restored, and collaboration between blacks and whites as well. 

But as king as Belgian troops remain in the Congo to pursue 
their action, then aggression, there- will lx no peace In the Congo. 
Aral that is why the president of the Chamber ol Deputies, the 
vice president of the Senate, a government delegation, ami I have 
come here, in the name of the- chief of stale, in the name of Parlia¬ 
ment, and in the name of all the people, to ask the secretary- 
general and the Security Council to sec that Belgian troops leave 
the territory of our republic immediately. The only reason that Bel¬ 
gian troops jic in the Congo is to provoke and excite the Congo¬ 
lese. Our people's patience is exhausted. 

Wc ate well aware that the political independence that we have 
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just won will not benefit the Congo, our country, if it is not im¬ 
mediately accompanied by swift and harmonious economic develop 
men i. 

Our program today is to develop the wealth of our country , to 
put everyone to work, because money is not going to fall from 
heaven just because our country has become independent. And wt 
plan to create vast cooperatives throughout the country to put an 
end to a subsistence economy for our people. To create a national 
imal economy that is prosperous and stable. And wc have asked 
the technical assistance of the United Nations so that we may begin 
studies, review the economic potentialities of the country, and cre 
ate new cadres. And I am convinced, I am optimistic, that with out 
program, with our determination, and with the help already prom 
iscd us by friendly countries, the Congo will soon resume its nor 
null life, within a very few mouths. And m a year, in two years, 
when the representatives of the international press corps come to 
the Congo, they will find .1 jovuii. people, a pcxc-lovmg |*opk 
there in the center of Africa, who will hold out' tlieir hand to them 
And that is exactly what our government and our people intend 
to do. 

There arc those who have said that our government was incapa 
bio of working and that it was incompetent. Gentlemen, that is 
nothing but propaganda, Mere in the United Stales and chew here 
vve have been made out to be individuals whose only program was 
to destroy whites and drive them out of out country . Iliis is not 
true at all. We arc not what people think we are. wc are simply na¬ 
tionalists, nationalists who have long fought and will continue to 
light tn make otu country 1 tcally fret and independent countrv 
Wc arc simply nationalists, exactly like the American nationalists 
who led a liberation movement, we are cxactls like the French. 
Russian, or Belgian nationalists, because throughout the world it 
lias always been a mete handful of leaders who have guided their 
countries. Wc arc not against anybody. 

Rvcrything in Africa that is progressive, even thing that leads to 


progress, is 'aid to be destructive and communist. People would 
like us to continue to bow and scrape and accept everything of¬ 
fered us, everything the colonialists offer us. People try to buy you. 
But wc arc decent, honest men; wc don’t want to fool anybody; our 
00c goal has been to liberate our country, to build a free and inde¬ 
pendent nation. This is the truth that people have attempted to 
trample underfoot; this truth can be concealed, but in the cud it 
will always triumph. Our policy is positive neutralism Wc will ac¬ 
cept no aid from counlncs that seek to institute a new tegime of 
domination in our country. Wc have no desire to gel out from un¬ 
do one colonial regime only to fall under another dictatorship. Wc 
do not want a dictatorship in oui countrv, w, want dcmociacy, the 
sort of genuine democracy wc sec here in the United States, for in¬ 
stance, whtic every sort of philosophy is respected, wlicic the dig- 
nits and the rights of each and all are respected; that is what wc 
want In do in the Congo. 

We arc against dictator ship became we are 11 people who have 
b.i.g been the victims of oppression. A nation is never built in bit¬ 
terness What is done is done. If the Belgians were wise, if the Bel¬ 
gians were undcistanding, if the Belgians were good psychologists. 
ssh.it i« happening today could have been (voided We have held 

out the fraternal hand of a brotherly people, but they have refused 
tu take it and unleashed a campaign of incredible repression. The 
Congo, a 'ovcicign and independent country, lias been occupied 
militaiily by Belgium. Wc will not tolerate this, any more than 
France or the United States 01 any othei nation would. 

It is in the name of religion, gentlemen, in the name of the uni¬ 
versal conscience of civilization that you have taught us to piotcst 
against such unjust aggression, against such domination, and wc 
shall continue to protest. And wc hope that international opinion 
will lie enlightened; it must be. 1 am confident that the integrity of 
the press, as here represented, will ensure that the truth comes to 
light. There has been a well-planned campaign to put the problems 
of the Congo in a false light throughout the woild, in the American 
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press, in the French press, on the radio. This, gentlemen, amounts 
to a lack of chanty toward Africa. The African continent as a whole 
is not opposed to the West. Africa is not opposed to the United 
Slates, Africa is not opposed to the Soviet Union, Afnea is against 
no one; Africa merely asks these powers to recognize its rights, its 
right to independence and dignity. This is what Africa asks of sou, 
gentlemen. And if you will answer Africa's eall, a cal, to fraternity 
in dignity, freedom, and legality, if foreign powers can sincerely an¬ 
swer this call from Africa, I can assure you that international peace 
will be safeguarded, that in a sirs short while there will be no more 
talk of blac ks 01 whites, but of Citizens of humanity all pan ni n g the 
same goal, the progress of mankind I bd* fe* midi arc what I 
wanted to say to you and put before you. I am at sour disposal to 
answer any questions you may waul to ask me. 

Mr. Prime Minister, what can you tell us about your plans in 
Canada and the United States, and what officials of the \iumcaii 
government do yon wish to see in particular in Washington? 

A I have come to the United States primarily to contact the 
secretary-general and ask his help in getting the Belgian troops to 
leave our country immediately, and I have announced my mten 
lion of going on to Canada. I will aha go to Washington to pay 
my aspects to President Eisenhower and thank him foe the Amen 
con people’s continued efforts to bring about progress in Africa. I 
slid not come here to contact any private group whatsoever, but I 
will meet with any group, with any individual wishing to contact 
me to discuss any question regarding our country. 

£). Mr. Prime Minister, have you asked five secretary general of 
the United Nations to take any further steps to hasten the with¬ 
drawal of Belgian troops, above and besond the wishes expressed in 
the resolution adopted last week by the Security Council? 

A. I have asked the secretary-general to speed up the withdrawal 
of Belgian troops I told him that the Security Council had passed 
a resolution on July 14 requesting the withdrawal of Belgian troops, 
and that since that time the Belgian government has taken no steps 


in that direction, and that on July 12 the Security Council con 
firmed this same- resolution and asked the secretary general to take all 
necessary steps to ensure that these troops leave the country. And I 
informed the secretary-general that my purpose in coming here was 
nor to engage in possibly long-drawn-ant negotiations; there is only 
one problem that must be solved: Belgian troops are now in tlu 
Congo, and many nations have answered the call of the United 
Nation?; there is thus no reason, no justification for Belgian troops 
remaining in the Congo any longer. And I asked him if he could 
gist me a deadline for the complete evacuation of Belgian troops. 
The secretary general assured me that he will spare no effort, and 
that is why Ik* is going to Brussels tomorrow to contact the Belgian 
government and proceed from there to l-copoldvillc next Thursday. 
I am going to meet with him after my brief stay here; the secretary- 
general will Ik- in Leopoldville again on August $ to meet with me, 
and 1 might add that, according to the assurance? that the societal)' 
general has given me. I know that he understands the seriousness of 
the problem and appreciates how urgent it is lo evacuate all the 
Belgian hoops from the Congo. 

Mr. Prime Minister, I would like lo ask you a question about 
Mr. Detwillcr, who hat been very much in the limelight dining the 
last few day?. Can you tell us when you fits! contacted him? Was it 
before the rebellion? And exactly wh.il sort of agreement have you 
signed with him for the moment? 

A llic person you mention anised in Leopoldville a short lime 
ago. He told me of his desire to present a plan to develop the Con¬ 
go's power resources. I told him I didn’t see any reason why lie 
should not do so, because what interests those of us in flic govern- 
ment is the rational development of the re-sources of our country. 
We simply informed him that we agreed in principle, because the 
government mu-t study its program, its future plans in detail, and 
I cannot submit this project to Parliament for approval until the 
Ministerial Commission has presented me- with its conclusions. Thus 
the only thing that the gentleman you mention has presented is a 
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proposal lor a simple exploratory mission. There has been no definite 
agreement because Parliament has yet to discuss this program; lie 
came just as anybody else might come to the Congo tomorrow to 
ask me to do this or that; I would agree, so king as it was compatible 
with the interests ol our country and the negotiations were open and 
aboveboard. 

Q Mr. Prime Minister, with regard to the withdrawal of Belgian 
troops, I would like to know il concrete requests were made of the 
Belgians, whereby they would withdraw from certain regions and 
United Nations troops would replace them, and f would like to know 
if the Belgians refused to honor these requests 

A. We sent more than four —or rather I should say five —diplo¬ 
matic notes to the Belgian government asking it to withdraw ils 
Iroops. The first official request was dated July a i. It was signed hs 
lire chief of state and myself, and in this modest document wx asked 
first of all that the Belgian troops retreat to the bases that had been 
granted them, namely, those in kitoiia and k'amina, ami that the 
Belgian troops definitely leave the Congo the next day, the twelfth, 
because we had decided that their presence was not at all mccvaiy, 
since we had asked for UN troops and they had already arrived. 
We made the same request again. The Parliament met, anil the 
Chamber of Deputies voted unanimously to demand the immediate 
withdrawal of the Belgian troops within twelve h >ur»; this wav on 
July 15. On July 16 the Senate met and unanimously passed a 
second motion calling fur the immediate withdrawal of Belgian 
troops. The two Chambers alio called for the breaking off of all 
diplomatic relations with Belgium until its troops had kft the 
Congo. In each case we informed the Belgian government and the 
secretary general of the United Nations of these decision* 'Hie assist¬ 
ant secretary general. Mr. Bundle, who is now in Leopoldville, 
also informed the Belgian government of this But the Belgian gov¬ 
ernment refused to bow either to the sovereign decisions made by 
our government or to the Security Council The Belgian government 
still refuses to do so. Both the United Nations and our government 
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have exhausted even means of peaceful negotiation, and we are 
today confronting obvious bad faith on the part of the Belgian 
government. 

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, do you intend to visit other countries 
boxlcs the United States and Canada to ask for economic assist¬ 
ance? 

A. 1 myself do not have much time .it my disposal because I must 
go back to Leopolds die immediately, for many problems asvait me 
there. But we arc going to dispatch another economic mission em¬ 
powered to visit countries outside the Congo. But this will be an¬ 
other delegation; I myself don't have much time. 

Q. Mr. Piunc Minister, when the Belgian troops withdraw, do 
sou think the UN troops ought to withdraw also or should they 
remain for a couple of weeks or so? 

A After the Belgian troops have withdrawn, we would like the 
UN troops to remain in the Congo, fust of all to help restore order 
lonipktcly. and then to help our young army get organized. And 
when we decide that the presence nf UN troops is no longei neocs 
vary, we will inform the secretary-general so that lie may rcull them. 

[). Mr. Prime Minister, it vs as reported in Tftc N«'is York Time 1 
that von lud signed a contrail with the Congo International Man¬ 
agement Company. It it true that \ou signed an agreement with 
Mr. Dctwillei? 

A. I repeat the answer I gave a little while ago. I told you that we 
had n jcIkxI an agreement in principle, because we don’t want to 
kcq> ambodv out of our country, and that the project presented by 
this esntkinan will be the object of a study by the Ministerial Com- 
mi’Mon. and then the entire matter will be submitted to Parliament; 
a definite agreement "ill not be signed until Parliament lias ap¬ 
proved the project. 

£). If I understand COnectly, and if many of my colleagues under¬ 
stand correctly , when the Belgian troops say that they will withdraw, 
the. .sill not leave the Congo entirely but rather will withdraw to 
the interior of the country, to what they call their military bases. 
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1 would like to ask you a question in two parti: Do yon recognize 
their right to withdraw to these bases? And do you recognize the 
treaty whereby they claim this right? 

A. I can answer that the intentions of the Belgian government 
arc exactly what you say they are. 'I he Belgian troops dn not want 
to leave the Congo. They want instead to withdraw to these bases — 
Kitona and Kamiiu. Our government has called for the immediate 
evacuation of these bases. The Belgian government has no right to 
set up basts in our country, any more than it would have the tight to 
set up bases in the United States, France, or Great Bntain without 
the approval of tha governments of these COOMfies We arc a 
sovereign state; we have attained international sovereignty. The set 
Olid paragraph of article 6 of the treats we signed with the Belgian 
government specifics the terms under which we can take over these 
lusts. Our government has therefore expressed a desire to take Over 
ll,. * I -M .isrs, 1 h« III., we do not approve of their existence in 
our country. The Belgian government thus has no light to them, 
and I believe that the United Nations Ofganfaatkm and inter¬ 
national opinion agree with us that this is a flagrant attack on our 
international sovereignty, and that is whs I have come here to in 
form you about all these problems 

y. Mr, Prime Minister, could you tell us how long you ate willing 
to wait for Belgian troops to withdraw ironi these bases and from 
the Congo in general? If the Belgian government docs not respect 
your deadline, your time limit, arc you prepared to ask the Soviet 
Union or any other country for troops to help you expel them? 

A. As of now, the Security Council has passed a second resolu¬ 
tion requesting that Belgian troops withdraw immediately In view 
of this unanimous decision on the part of the Security Council, 
which represents all the nations of the world. I cannot doubt its 
intentions or those of the secretary-general. And 1 am convinced 
that the Belgian troops must how tn the decision of the Security 
Council and lease our territory immediately. And I might add that 
Belgium's stubbornness docs her no honor, for instead of realizing 
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that s'-.c- has everything to gain if she renews her friendly relations 
with us. the Belgian government continues to dig in deeper and 
dtcptr and widen the gap between our two countries. And we know 
that even if its position is becoming more and more rigid today, 
Belgium will capitulate in the end. But it will be- too late then to 
think of the friendship between our two peoples. It is Belgium who 
must choose: she must either break with the Congo once and for all 
or re new* relations. And if she choose > the second path, there is only 
<>nc solution: to withdraw all her troops from the country imincdi 
ately, including her bases. 

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, several statesmen have recently seen 
evidences ot a link between the fate of the world and that of Africa 
today Our prime minister, Mr. Nehru, for instance, has said that 
Vfnea. which until now has lain in chains and been subject to 
foreign pressure, w.n breaking these chains and beginning a new 
eta. the era of Afika in the world. List week Mi HaimnaiskjOkl, 
• pealing of the question of the Congo in the Security Council, said 
that Ihc future of this organization, that is to say the United Na¬ 
tions. was linked to the future of Africa, and given the conditions 
that nht..iii at |*cscnt. Africa could well mean the vvoild. As one of 
the great leaden of Africa today, sir, would you be so kind us to 
comment on these statements In the secretaiy-gcncinl and Mr. 
Nehru, our prune minister? 

A 1 can make the following comment, which more or less corre¬ 
sponds to what I >a:d a little while ago. that Africa is not opposed 
to tlic West, to tin United States, to the Soviet Union, or to any 
other nation, that Africa has asked only one thing, to be liberated 
completely so that we may collaborate with the West in total free 
dom. Vxl if I were to make a further interpretation of this state 
merit, it would Ik along these lines. 1 have emphasized this in other 
turns: if Belgium still wishes to do so. she can maintain her friend¬ 
ship with the Congolese people and with other African peoples as 
well Because 1 am aware that certain countries of Africa have broken 
ofl ties of friendship with Belgium today due to the problem of 
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the Congo. And 1 must say that it the United Nations fails in tire 
Congo, it will (ail all over Africa. Because Africa will not forgive 
the United Nations for not having found a swift solution. Because 
the problem of the Congo is the problem of Africa. Wc want Africa 
to be free, to lx- a great continent like all the other continents. And 
it is up to the West to choose. 

y. You say that you are asking for the immediate withdrawal of 
Belgian troops from the Congo; how long will you waif? What dead 
line do you have in mind? 

A. When I say that the Belgian troops arc to leave immediately, 
it would be fine if they left tomorrow But if they left today, it 
would be even better. 

Q Mi. Prime Minister, what do you think of the idea that has 
been proposed to make the Congo a federal union, the United 
States of flic Congo? 

A. I don’t know who proposed this Wc do not want a federated 
Congo; we "lint a united Congo. I'licrc may or may not be con 
federations between tin independent African countries, but within 
the Congo wc want to have a single, united country 

Q. Mi Prime Minister, in reply to other questions, you set in to 
have counted a great deal on Canada, can you tell us when vou are 
going to Canada, and what you hope to obtain from this country? 

A. 1 will probably go to Canada tome time this week I want to 
go to Canada became this country has long attracted roc and I 
have very special feelings toward it. I hope to be able to meet friends 
theic and sec if I can’t find French-speaking technicians there who 
would like to come to work in the Congo. 

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, how do you propose to resolve tl»c ques 
lion posed by the secession of Katanga? 

A. The secertary general of the United Nations lias told me that 
lie does not consider Katanga independent but rathe; a Congolese 
state of the Republic of the Congo. I told you just now that this is 
a plot ha tolled by Belgium. There is no k'atangcsc problem; the one 
problem is the withdrawal of Belgian troops. I can also tell you that 
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the consul-general of Equateur Province attempted to threaten and 
pressure the president of the Provincial Government of Coquilliat- 
villc into sgning a document proclaiming the independence of 
Kqiuteur and told him that Belgium would put Belgian troops at 
his disposal as had just been done in Katanga. And the president of 
tlie government of Iiquatcur was not at all willing; I have this docu 
incut 111 my possession. Tim show' tli.il Belgium is making efforts 
throughout the country to provoke an explosive breakup in the 
Congo There is no problem of Katanga; there is only the problem 
of the Belgian troops operating today in the Congo. 

£>. Mr. Prime Minister, when you spoke of the foreign policy ot 
the Congo )mt now. you said that it is a policy aimed at positive 
neutrality, at the recognition of the rights and dignity of man. I 
would like to ask you a question, as follows; what is the altitude of 
I lie Congolese government with regard to other liberation move- 
UK Ills ill Africa, in Algeria for instance, and arc you planning on 
recognizing the Algerian Provisional Government? 

A In the eyes of our government, Algeria is a brother people, a 
brollici people fighting for its freedom and dignity. And we arc 
watching this heroic and noble fight of the Algerian people with 
sympathy. Our widi, our roost aidcnt desire is to give Algeria our 
moral suppoct so that she may attain her independence, and to 
urge France to recognize the sacred right of the Algerian people to 
govern themselves within the framework of friendship between 
peoples and the principle laid down in the Universal Declaration of 
tire Rights of Man. 

Q Mr Prime Minister, arc you expecting economic aid from the 
Soviet Union. .<nd what is your attitude with regard to communism? 

A. For us Congolese people, the Soviet Union is a nation like any 
other. Questions of ideology do not interest us. Our policy of posi¬ 
tive neutralism allows us to deal with any nation that has noble 
intentions and would not conic into uur country with the aim of 
setting up another regime that would dominate us. I am going to 
be even more specific about my intentions in this regard, because 
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there is so much talk about two blocs. The question of these two 
blues doesn't interest us either. What interests US is the human elc 
ment; we arc Africans and we shall remain Africans. We have OU; 
philosophy and our code of ethics and we arc proud of them. 

Q. Since the Congo has been a Belgian colons up until now. is 
your republic going to seek special commercial tits with the Com 
mon Market countries in Europe now that it is independent? 

A. Our government in no wav refuses lo collaborate with an\ 
group that can contribute to the economic expansion of our young 
republic. 

(>. Mr. Prime Minister, I would like to ask so two questions 
I hc Congo i> short of people familiar with Western techniques, 
Olid ill view of this situation, I would like to know if you envisage 
calling for the help of black Americans And I would a ho like lo 
know whether individuals c m offer their services to lh< government 
of the Congo and how they can do so. 

A. As for American blacks, we will receive them in our country 
with great pleasure and fellow feeling. Yon know tint c\> a the un¬ 
educated people m out count!) think of their American brottu 
the time and keep saying: some day or other our brothers in Amer 
ica will coilte to Africa. And if there are technicians among black 
Americans, they can write us personally, and they will be welcomed 
with open itms in our country 

y. Mr. Prime Minister, there arc about three thousand people 
of Greek extraction among the Curopean population in your country. 
Would you please tell me if you have any information on what is 
happening to them and what the future intentions of your govern¬ 
ment are toward them? 

A. The Greeks arc warmly regarded by all the people of the 
Congo because they have never meddled in political affairs. And the 
Greeks have contributed a great deal to the economic development 
of the country, and up to now those who live among us have been 
very happy and are not at all worried. 


JULY i960 307 




Q. Mr. Prime Minister, you tokl us just now that you have come 
to ask Mr. Hammarskjdld to take the necessary measures to get the 
Belgian troops out of your country. And you had a very long con¬ 
versation with Mr. HammarskjOkl yesterday and another one this 
morning; there is thus reason to suppose that you discussed other 
matters with him besides the military problem. I asked the Secre¬ 
tariat just now to tell me what the subject of your conversation with 
Mr llammarskjdld was, and they tokl me "We can’t tell you any¬ 
thing; Mr. Lumumba will tell you jII about it.’’ Would you please 
tell me then what the subject of these conversations was? 

A. We exchanged ideas on military matters for (lie most part, 
and then on other matters having to do with technical assistance, 
and tomorrow we arc going to put out a general communique, which 
will inform you of the nature of the contacts that I have had with 
tlie secretary general and the conclusion! that we have arrived at. 

i>. Mr. Prime Minister, are you quite certain that the presence 
of the United Nations in the Congo will play the role and cany out 
i)k mission sou spoke of. and in your opinion how much time will 
it take Ihc United Nations troops to carry out this mission? 

A- I am certain that the United Nations troops will have carried 
out their mission successfully if the Belgian troops withdraw No 
'< mm limit 110 be hi .u peewit, but 1 am certain that this 

matter will be si l(led as soon as possible if the Belgian troops with¬ 
draw in accordance with our wishes. 

Mr. Prime Minister, could you tell us what the present status 
ol the Bclgian-Congoksc treaty of friendship is and What the itatUI 
of your diplomatic relations with Belgium is? 

A In the face of the violation of this treaty by Belgium, we have 
broken off all diplomatic relations with Belgium until its troops have 
left: after that we will reexamine the question of resuming relations, 
'this treaty, moreover, lias not been ratified by Parliament; since 
Belgium violated it and destroyed it. it no longer has any juridical 
or practical value to us. 
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Even more than the army mutinies, the secession of Katanga in 
musingly disrupted the country and interfered with iti chances. 
In the "copper province," alt opponents of secession < the Balubakat, 
unitarists, and Lumumbists alike ; were arrested; Xtunongo's police 
killed a number of people, and Lumumfw was warned that Belgian 
soldiers were directing these operations. 

There were rumors in Leopoldville of plots to overthrow the L u 
inuinba government; in a number of pro-Belgian circlet there were 
moves to organize those opposed to it. A hypocritical and pernicious 
campaign developed in the press and in the Senate, accusing the 
head of government of favoring the establishment of a communist 
regime in the Congo. The press in Belgium violently attacked Kasa 
vubu and Lumumba; secret agents spread rumors in an effort to turn 
the chief of state and the prime minister against each other. The 
problem of United Nations intervention aroused both hopes and 
fears The appeal made to the USSR by the two leaders on fitly 14 
had only one aim; to force the United Nation, to speed up its efforts 
to aid the Congolese government in carrying out its duties 

On August i), the day after his return to IxopoldvHle, Lumumba 
ditemed this question once again, at his home, line it a literal 
transcription of his tape recorded statements 

PRESS CONFERENCE IN LEOPOLDVILLE 
Belgian Military Intervention 

Gentlemen of tlic press, the government In. called this conference 
to inform the country and the entire world o f its position, its deter¬ 
mination, and its policy. Wc in the government solemnly proclaim 
in the name of the republic that wc did not want to answer the 
Belgian government's aggression — for it is truly a question of aggies 
sion — with violence. Tlic chief of state ar.d I immediately appealed 
to the United Nations. The Security Council met to consider our 
request. And alter having examined the situation in a spirit of ob 
jeetivity, all the members of the Security Council unanimously 
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passed a resolution condemning the Belgian action in the Congo, 
sending United Nations troops, and requesting Belgium to withdraw 
Its aggressive troops there. The Belgian government has not abided 
by dm decision. It has claimed that it could not withdraw its troops 
until the United Nations troops had the situation in hand. I went 
to the United States to contact five Security Council and the secre¬ 
tary general The Seculitv Council met .1 second time on July 22. It 
confirmed its previous decision and asked the secretary-general to 
take all necessary measures to carry out the resolution of the Security 
Council, m collaboration with the Congolese government 

The Belgian government again refused to abide by this decision, 
I was informed by the Secretariat of the United Nations before 
leaving New York that there were already 11,155 United Nations 
troop* »> the Congo, as against io.coo Belgian snldicis. There is thus 
no possible explanation foi the presence of Belgian troops Belgium 
has found a new argument now and sa\* that Tshomhc called on 
lElgii iu to send him troops, whereas it previously said that they were 
there in order to protect Belgians. Him the Belgian government has 
hh rely shifted the problem elsewhere. And the Security Council 
lias asked all tlic nations ol the world not to interfere in the conn- 
tiv s internal affairs. Ami the unity and the territorial integrity of 
thf republic must be safeguarded absolutely. All the members of the 
Security Council whom I contacted tokl me that Katanga will never 
U ictogt.ticd as an independent 'late, that no nation will ever ap¬ 
prox ol the recession of Katanga, that no country vs ill ever approve 
of the action of Belgium in the Congo. 

Against Secession 

I he unitary structure of the Republic of the Congo lias been 
recogniwd by the international powers, and the Congo today is a 
sovereign, unitary state, just as Fiance, Great Britain, and the 
United States arc. And in the eyes of the law there can be no epics 
lion of Katanga or any other pail breaking away. 

I have already noted that Belgium's aim is to provoke the breakup 
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ol the Congo by any possible means. Belgium has carried ofi cm 
gold reserves from our bank: Belgium has carried off our money. 
Belgium now wants to set up a bank in Katanga with our funds. 
Thus the money of the Congolese people is being stolen so that 
Katanga may harvest the fruit of its effort to destroy tl*c nation. 
Tshombe doesn't have a cent, and neither does his party And the 
funds they arc trying tn set up in Katangj tome from mooes that 
the Belgian government took out of our bank vaults and sent to 
Tjhombc. In the entire history of colonization in Afina no nation 
has ever behaved so scandalously toward a people that has always 
lived in peace with it. Belgium is what it is. today because of tl»c 
Congo. And it is a matter of life or death for Belgium It is not the 
Congolese people who count in her eyes, it is not human Iocs that 
count; it is the Union Minttre. it is the Congo’s mooes that count. 
And that is the tragedy of the Congo. 

I receive telegrams every day here in I-co. and I received them 
when I was in the United States, from people in Katanga oving 
mournfully: "Mr. Prime Minister, don't abandon in Mr. Prune 
Minister, we ask the Central Government to send United Nations 
Itoops to us here in Katanga, to deliver in, because Belgium it 
planning to slaughter ns here in Katangj.' 1 The Belgian govetnni nt 

.. dal.. that there arc :o.ooo of its VOltring m Ki 

tanga and that therefore it had a moral right to protect them 

The Congo/esc People and the Belgian People 

This is absolutely false. No European is in danger in Katanga 
And the Congolese people feel no hatted toward whites. I he I nion 
Mimete lit always run smoothly. Tire Congolese have always 
worked. And if the Union Minfoc is a success today, it is thanks to 
the labor of blacks, the majority ol whom come from the fric prov¬ 
inces of the Congo. And it is these blacks from the rise province* 
of the Congo who have developed Katanga. And after eighty years 
of fruitful collaboration, there is no reason to believe that the Con- 
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gokse now want to massacre Belgians. 1 There is no reason to believe 
that the Congolese are now against the Belgians, but the Belgian 
government is well aware that Belgium cannot exist without the 
Congo, that without tire Congo tens of thousand* of Belgians would 
be out of a job in Belgium, that without the Congo Belgium will 
lose face. And may I say. in the name of the government, that 
Belgium will lose everything she lus taken from us by force. But 
what she has obtained from us through friendship she will keep. 
The Congolese people, who feel no hatred, no hostility, toward Bel 
giam and foreigners, are determined today to defend their interests 
because Katanga is out country Katanga is our fatherland. The 
riches of Katanga are our riches. Everything in the Congo belongs 
to us Belgium lias carried on a campaign of lies and slander 
thiougliout the world. Puss agencies have been mobilized to wage 
a campaign to disparage our government. The government is made 
out to be an incompetent government. 

Against Any Form of Guardianship 

It is claimed that tire Congolese people arc a people incapable 
of governing themselves, and certain Western nations have gone so 
far JS to i’kIjic in lire United Nations that the Congolese people 
are not mature enough to Ire independent. And certain people have 
tiH-d to use the- United Nations and get it to place the Congo undei 
international rule, to get the United Nations to govern the country 
foi ifta n -i* I in* indodei the Congolese piess that has sold out 
to the imperialists, the Catholic ptess that writes that it wants all the 
cadre* to be United Nations cadres, that everything that is done 
m tin Congo ought to be done under the auspices of the United 
Nations What they want now is rcconqucst. There has already been 
talk of this. Because the Congolese in the Congo arc incapable, he- 

• It muit in fact br emphasized that only twelve European* were killed in 
tha immense country in the count of all these dramatic events. Mote than half 
there deaths. moeeosrr, cocuned in Katanga (Editor's note.) 
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cause there are no cadres, and since this is so, all the high-level posts 
in the administration, in finance, in the arms ought to be hckl by 
the United Nations. And I say today, in the name of the govern¬ 
ment, in the name of the nation, that the Congo will never become 
a United Nations colony and will never be a country under the 
trusteeship of the United Nations. The Congo is a sovereign country , 
just like the Western countries and the United States Apple use 

And we forego any assistance from the United Nations. We want 
cooperation; we do not want charity [Apphimf.) 

For Radical Africanization 

'I hc Congolese must govern their country by and for themselves 
All the positions ot leadership in the government must go to Afri 
cans. And contrary to what is generally believed, we arc capable of 
governing our country ourselves Wc know that then arc Congolese 
in rural districts who are illiterate, but they are nonctlielcss excellent 
administrators. And we will prove to the world that tl»c Congo, 
which fought for its total liberation, is capable of governing itself 
Wc accept no Intervention, whatever its source 

Technical Assistance 

Kxctdsing our sovereignty, wc are going to call for technicians, 
whom we will secure from all over the world, wherever we wish, 
from the United States, from Russia, from France, from Belgium, 
from Ghana, from Guinea. Wc will select them ourselves Techni¬ 
cians who will not come here for trumped-up reasons serving as a 
cover up for sabotaging our independence, technicians who will 
come not lo dominate us, but to serve us, and obey the orders of the 
Congolese government. Wc know that Belgium is acting with ul 
tcrior motives. It is only powers that have indirect interests in the 
Congo, who have stock in the Union \linicrc. who arc supporting 
Belgium's aggressive acts. This is the truth. The French press and 
the French radio attack the government of the republic every day. 
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‘Ihe French say that we ate "incompetent" because wc have refused 
the sort of “community” that they have set up. 0 

We are attacked because we refuse to be dominated any longer. 
W« are attacked because tlie members of the Congolese govern¬ 
ment are lionet men who do not take bribes. They have tried to 
buy u» ofi; they have even tried to buy me off, offering me millions. 

I refused. I won't take a cent foi my people. 

Religion and the State 

The Belgian government h u non rahed funds to buy malcontents 
and bitter duhaids throughout the country, who have been waging 
an organized campaign against Ihc government, against the nation 
in their new 'paper*, in their press day after day. Bishops ate for¬ 
saking tin- mission of spicading the gospel and interfering in affairs 
of state. 

The missions arc abandoning their mission in order to lead a cam¬ 
paign of obstruction against the state. Wc find ourselves insulted 
clay after das 111 then picss Hits base launched .1 serious attack 
on the safety of the <tatc; they have scriousls broken the law. Our 
government has closed its eyes. Our tolerance is used today [inaudible 
parage). Whereas even in France today, a civilized and democratic 
country, the French government more and more often seizes news 
papcis which attack the government's policy, and that is no exaggeru 
lion. \nd the morale of the people is being destroyed today, in the 
name of democracy and freedom. Kvery sort of liberty i> taken. And 
from now on, Ihc goscrnnicnl of the Congo] is going to assume its 
responsibilities. 

Wc are a icgal government, elected by Ihc people; all the people 
have placed their confidence in us, in our policy. And no one can 
question the authority of the central government And fiom now on, 
the government will take energetic and radical steps against anyone, 
black or white, who causes obstruction in this country. Those who 

' I ™ here on Lumumba was repeatedly inletmpled by bursts of applause 





ASSESSMENT OF PROBLEMS 

write their newspapers lo destroy our state will be prosecuted in the 
courts of this country. And this ts not to act as the enemies of the 
freedom and the independence of the Congo da and proclaim a 
dictatorship; this is not dictatorship, it is genuine democracy. Be¬ 
cause what is democracy? The protection of citizens first of all, and 
respect for duly constituted authority. And anyone who attacks the 
authority of the government is against democracy, against the nation. 
'I he antinationists who have already sold out to the colonialists, who 
ate paid by the colonialists, write filthy things in return for the 
money they have received Certain movements today, srxalkd 
Catholic family movements, have gone so far av to attack the govern 
incut m the name of Catholic leagues, youth organizations, and 
other groups; they want to destroy the Congolese nation, and we 
will not stand for that 

Hit re must he a separation of church ami state 

Our government will never meddle in tire affairs of the church. 
We will never interfere in five aflair> of the church. Hus religious 
freedom will be guaranteed in our constitution. The Catholics will 
pray in their places of worship; the Protestants in theirs, the Kim 
hangnists in theirs, the Kitawalisb in theirs — each in Ins own 
church. And the state will protect all citizens. The government 
simply will not tolerate interference in affairs that are the exclusive 
province of the state. 

If there arc plans to continue to do in the Congo wlut has been 
done here for eighty years under the colonial regime, the people arc 
opposed. 

We have no other end in view than the interest of the people, 
not the interest of financial circles or of the church of this or that. 
We ourselves, and our own children, arc still brought up to believe 
in Western Christian doctrines. We do not want the Congo, how 
ever, to have what they have in Belgium, a government under the 
dictatorship of the chinch. 

It is a Catholic government, and Catholic circles, that for eighty 
years have systematically delayed the political emancipation of the 
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Congo. It was these people who said that politics should be kept 
mil of the Congo because politics would make the Congolese see the 
light of day. And it was these same Catholic- and religious circles 
which, even recently during the electoral campaign, preached against 
the nationalists, and even preached against Kasavubu. against Lu¬ 
mumba. against all the nationalist' who wanted to work for the 
people We publicly declare, so that people will be aware of the fact 
once and foe all: we ate not againsi anybody. 

Shortly after arriving here last night, I received (two incompre¬ 
hensible words here] telling nu "Mr. Prime Minister, we urgently 
ask you and vour government to protect us against all these milieu 
vers of dishonest people who want to destroy our country, because 
you arc working for the genuine independence of the Congo. And 
we trust you." 

Sectsthnkt Tendtna'et 

Mien ire those who speak of making this or that republic, this 01 
that Mate out of their province; this will never happen. 

Hie chief of state lumscll. Ml Kasavubu. the president of the 
Abako, has swum a public oath, before the entire nation, that lie 
will uphold the unity of the country, that he will safeguard its ter- 
litoria! integrity. Slid I know that Kasavubu docs not go along with 
these fascists I know that Kasavubu n a man of integrity, an honest 
man who is aware of the interests ol the country. But there arc 
certain malcontent* who arc working against Kasavubu and against 
the country because they lusc not been given ministerial posts in 
the central government. (AppJtfuM.) 

The night before I left for the United State*, a man from Brazza¬ 
ville was shown into my office. ' Mr. Prime Minister, I have been 
told the names of several members of the Abako who came to hatch 
a plot with Youlou, saying. You must support us; we arc going to 
proclaim the independence of part of the Lower Congo and we ate 
going to form a state with you, Youlou,'" he told me. I immediately 
informed the thief of state of this little sedition movement led by 
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his enemies, and as far as these little demonstrations aie concerned, 
these people say they have voted not to trust the government. There 
is no reason lor them to vote not to trust the government because 
such a vote is not within their province. This is a splinter group of 
a few Bakongos who are against Kasavubu, who arc against the gov 
eminent, who ate against the country, who are in the pay of the 
colonialists, who ate paid by the Catholics to create difficulties and 
disorder in the country. I respect the chief of state. Mr. Kasavubu, 
n man of integrity, with whom we are working as .1 team to save 
this country. We proved this, at the risk of our lives, when incidents 
occurred throughout the Lower Congo, Kasai, Kivu. ..ml Orientate 
Province. Then there iv the imperialist press, which has even gone so 
far as to say: "Kasavubu is under Lumumba's thumb." I Tie same 
old attempt to divide and rule. Because the solidarity between Kasa 
vubu and me is not at all to their liking. And they will never succeed 
in dividing IIS Along with Kusavulni. along with all tin people, we 
aie going to kid this nation to victory, to the total conquest of in 
dependence and freedom 

American Aid and the Example of the United Stain 

When I visited the United States, I made contact with every 
possible circle, and after having obtained assurances in favor of the 
Congo from every nation, an imitation was extended nu by the 
American government. I went to Washington, where the American 
government extended me a very warm welcome, a dignified welcome 
of the soil granted a chief of state. I was given a nineteen gun wlutc. 
All the members of the government were picsent. I stayed where dis 
tinguished guests of the White House stay. But the Belgian govern¬ 
ment protested: why had the American government extended such 
a distinguished welcome to a Negro? [Laughter and applause. The 
Belgian government was displeased that such a distinguislicd wcl 
come had been extended to a head of the Congolese government, 
the same sort of welcome that would have been extended King 
Baudouin; it made an official protest. You see, gentlemen, how petty 
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the Belgian government is: at the very moment that Belgium is seek¬ 
ing friendship with the Congolese people, at the very moment that 
Belgium iv asking for the collaboration ol the Congolese people, at 
live very moment that Belgium (sevcial inaudible words) maintain 
bonds of friendship and cooperation, Belgium at the same time is 
w leaking havoc dav bv day, is dishonoring itself in the eyes of the 
Congolese people who are watching her closely. And I am grateful 
to the government of the United States <01 its understanding. 1 have 
hod very constructive talks with the American government, which 
has mmd me it will giant all Decenary aid to the Congo. This 
prom to us that the truth can l>; concealed, can be torpedoed, but 
will always triumph in the end. I'lic Congo still has the confidence 
of the entire world. Hie head of the Congolese government, who 
was inclined as .1 man who was against whites, as a destroyer, has 
•win tceuved is an equal b\ all the chiefs of state of the Western 
countnei. . . . 

I had proof of the same sort of confidence everywhere I went I 
even l ad contacts with American financial groups who made me 
concrete proposals concerning then aiming t>> the Congo. The 
American government offered me three hundred scholarships for the 
Congolese people As you can sec. Belgium is destroying us, Belgium 
is sabota,;ing us. Belgium is stealing our money, bill wc will get help 
clnwhcrc And wc still have lots of gold under the ground in the 
Congo [Laughter, applauic.] And 1 thank the United States, which 
has played an important role in the hisloiv ol humanity. What is 
happening at prevent in the Congo also happened in the United 
States, where there was a secession movement. And 1 compared this 
situation with the situation in the Congo, in paiticulai the fight 
that the American people waged against the colonialism of the im¬ 
perialists. And the formir colonies established in America (ought to 
pot an end to oppression, to commercial exploitation. All these 
former colonics attained their freedom. And it was the very same 
sort of fight for freedom that we have been waging, today and yester¬ 
day, against the imperialists. And then after liberation there was a 
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secession movement, and they fought again for the unification of 
America, for American unit' And the fascist', the traitors to their 
country, failed, and America is one. And it was this unitv. this vic¬ 
tory for freedom and progress that made that handful of little former 
colonies a great power, a gieat power that today has dominated its 
former exploiters. And the Congo with its wealth, its potentialities, 
will become a great and powerful nation, economical!) and politi 
tally. Ami tin great Congolese nation is going to take in Belgians 
who want to come to our country. And we arc going to welcome 
them with open aims, because we arc peace-loving people. And thus 
far no member of the government has any hatred toward Belgians. 

There is no such thing as a government thjt is against Belgians 
or against whites in general. We aic simply against this exploitative 
regime; we ate merely against these maneuvers Jimcd at breaking up 
tho Congo so that the imperialist* can continue to control our 
country . Despite this, we continue to follow the same path: ft*cn«i 
ship with everyone, ami as you sec, there is still a smile on our faces, 
and every lime that reporters come licit, we wiIcoiik them with 
open arms; every tune that lliitopcans tome to out country, to our 
offices, we receive them There arc some Belgians wlio have married 
our daughters, yet no one has gunc to take lus daughter home because 
she didn't want to live with Belgians any more There are Belgians 
who aro still m office in our country, department heads I several in¬ 
audible words], magistrates in our courts 

’I he Belgian is here among us. he is working in a spint of collabo 
ration and brotherhood with the Congolese members of my Cabrnet. 
If you visit the other ministries, you will find Belgians at work. Bel¬ 
gians of good faith and good will This is a proof, gentlemen, that 
we ate not 3gainst Belgians. We are merely against troublemakers 

A/ricctu Unify and Personality 

I then traveled throughout Africa at the request of African heads 
of state. 

I went to Tunisia. In ‘Tunisia, His Excellency President Bourguiba 
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assured me he would help in any way possible; he and I signed a 
commuiuijU- affiiming the solidarity of the peoples of Africa. 

From Tunisia I went to Morocco, having received a special invita¬ 
tion from His Majesty Mohammed V. I was extended a warm and 
fiatunal welcome His Majesty assured me he would help in any 
way possible. Ile gave me a plane that brought me hack here, along 
with a team of technicians. I then went to Guinea, where I was 
wdconud with open arms by President Sekou Tourc. Almost every 
mreof th< members of the Assembly volunteered to come tight here. 
Hundreds, thousands of Guineans have volunteered to come serve 
tire Congo. 

From Guinea I went to Liberia, having received an invitation 
from President Tubman too, a very wise man, who also assured me 
.'i*otl and told me: "We had Hi IDM sort of difficulties 
m tin- lx ginning: the Americans in <>m country, who were not real 
Auk ik am, wanted to create the same situation as in the Congo. We 
put up a fight. You will succeed," he assured nu. 

lalxna is at yon disposal." lie said. "And you will gel every thing 
\>«i want \nd if it is necessary to IiIhijIc Katanga bv force of aims, 
•re will come.” 

Fiom liUna 1 went to Ghana, where I received the same en¬ 
couragement. the same sup|x»rt. All the people of Cliaua have mobi¬ 
lized :o luck the Congo. From there I went to l ogo yesterday, and 
Hu Excellency Prime Minister Olympio assured me of the same 
support. I also received imitations from Egypt, and from the em¬ 
peror of Ethiopia. 

I did not have tune to go everywhere. African solidarity is some¬ 
thing unbelievable. I assure you. I bad no idea there was this sort 
of solidarity, including all the Asiatic countries. These events m the 
Congo have helped us cnoimously. The action of Belgium in the 
Congo has been of great benefit to us. [Applause, laughter .] Because 
the Congo is now in a position to take .1 decisive Step toward total 
ibciation, on the political plane, on the economic plane, on the 
spiritual plane, on the social plane, the Belgian government has 
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attempted to create disorder, to create an economic vacuum, to 
plunge us into poverty, into unemployment, so that the people will 
fall into anarchy tomorrow. But I can tell you that we will thwart 
all these maneuvers. I have proposed, finally, that all the African 
stales meet in leo: a major summit conference of the sort tlut the 
four or five great powers hold in Europe. 

A major summit conference that will bring all the African states 
together in Leopoldville, from the twenty-fifth to the thirtieth of 
August. The Asian states will also attend as observers. Africa will 
have its say; Africa will take a position; Africa will tell the West that 
the period of domination and colonization is over now. 

Africa will tell the West that it wants the rehabilitation of Af¬ 
rica now, a return to the sources, the rcrnstitution of moral values; 
the African personality must express todf; that is what our policy 
of positive neutralism means. Africa will not be divided into blo<>. 
as Europe has been. On the contrary, there will be active African 
solidarity, The administration of our country on i communal bans, 
which is only a cover up for the perpetuation of the colonial re 
gime, will soon come to an end. As you see. gentlemen, it it t<> 
ptevent you from attaining your goal that our government n called 
a communist government, a government in rise pay of the Soviet 
Union, that Lumumba is called a communist, that Lumumba is 

said to be antiwhitc; ... i« an African Hie government of 

the Congo is a nationalist government that wants nothing to do 
with any imported ideology, and demands only the complete and 
total liberation of the Congo. 

We have no intention of letting ourselves be guided by jrnt any 
ideology. We have our own ideology, a strong ideology. a noble ide 
ology, the affirmation of the African personality 

We reject assimilation, laughter' because assimilation represents 
the depersonalization of tbc African and Afiica. Thus. allying oui 
selves with this bloc or that, with this ideology or that, means that 
we would be giving up out African personality. Never. The impen- 
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alists must be told that even though they may have made a success 
of a policy of assimilation, of a policy ol depersonalization of Africa 
elsewhere, in the other former English, British. Portuguese, or 
French colonics, they will not succeed in the Congo. What is 
more, that is why any Congolese who voiced his will, who expressed 
his philosophy, who wanted to wotship as lie chose, was thrown in 
prison by the colonialists from the very outset, in the name of the 
Catholw religion. The Bakongos have been persecuted for years on 
tnd; everybody knows what happened to Simon Kimbangu. l'lie 
Bakongos have been dispossessed of thin lands for years and years. 
And ti>c Kitawalists too, throughout the country. To get the bless 
mg of the colonialists, all you had to do was iccitc their catechism, 
l-inghfcr. And these lies have now come to the surface for every 
body in the world to see; if a Congolese s&ys what he thinks, he is 
an antiwhitc, he is preaching a lalsc religion; he is forbidden to do 
so; a law is passed, a government decree; that is what they ore try¬ 
ing to do today to show lire w-orld that su arc communists. But I 
.is'iire you that the Congolese people aic impervious to such ideas. 
|L*ughfa and applause] All ol Afrit > has mobilized in support of 
ego. as I have |II>I told vnn I It. CottfOlCM gOVemOWnt In. 
a solid majority; there arc no differences of opinion between the 
members of the national government, as the press lias claimed in 
order to sow confusion. This government is .1 cohesive, dynamic, 
and incorruptible government working in the sole interest of tin- 
people. h there any dissension between you. dear comrades? (Cries 
of “So. no" and applause.) 

Praise of the National Congolese Army 
and Congolese Officials 

The members of the Congolese government will go as a body to 
Katanga. We will go there. And if the Belgian tioops stationed in 
Katanga want to kill us, we will die fot out country. Our soldiers 
arc competent, and they arc assuming their responsibilities. Our 
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general, our colonels, our officers, 0111 noncommissioned officers 
have demonstrated that they have a sense of duty, now that we 
have put them in command. 

There will be no politics in the arms, only discipline; there must 
be strict discipline throughout the army. And there will be. We 
have given General Lundula full power to act. to talc decisive ac¬ 
tion for the immediate restoration of order in the country. Hie 
army will arrest anyone, be he white or African, who tries to stir up 
trouble in the Congo; it will show no mercy. I am grateful to all 
the Congolese officials who have icnunicd at their posts since the 
beginning Of the incidents, despite the sabotage of Belgian officials 
who have abandoned nctything. without even turning their |ob> 
over to nationals, without showing them what they must do. The 
latter have done tlnir very best I am going to give them complete 
responsibility, We aie going to see to It that everyone in the gov 
eminent acts together We trust our civil versanti. They’ haw 
worked under the colonial regime for .1 long time and I want these 
civil servants to take over the positions of leadership And I will be¬ 
at their side to teach them And all of us who arc brothers, wherever 
wo may he, are going to advise each other. I am convinced that in 
a month, in two months, yon ate going to find honest civil servants, 
capable and competent civil servants throughout the country There 
arc even competent tribal chieftains who arc illiterate, but who 
nonetheless will be excellent administrators tomorrow New. sim 
plificd, uncomplicated methods of administration. 'This is .1 young 
country, a new democracy, a genuine one 

We will protect each and every citizen. We do not want a boo: 
geois government that lives apart from the people. We want to go 
down among the people and continue to talk with them. 

For Economic Democracy 

The policy of the government will be none other than that of the 
people■ It is the people who tell us what to do. and we are pro 
ceeding in accordance with the interests and the aspirations of the 


people. Independence is the beginning of a real struggle. Just be¬ 
cause the Congo is independent now docs not mean that money 
will fall from heaven Our government rook over on June 50. A few 
days later, the imperialists created disorder in the country ill order 
to prevent us from going on with our work. Our program for de¬ 
veloping the country, foi industrialization, for the creation of a 
healthy economy has come to a standstill. And as long as Belgian 
troops remain in the Congo, we cannot get our program under way. 
The presence of Belgian troops benefits no one. This presence of 
Belgian militaii troops harms the Congolese, the Belgians who 
haw settled Ikic. the owikiv of companies, industrialists, and every¬ 
one else alike Because as long as these troops are here among us, 
how can we be expected to work with Kuropcans in a spilit of co¬ 
operation’ B«aus« everywhere that there are Belgians to be seen, 
people will say They're the enemies of freedom. Because their 
brothers have stationed enemy troops in the country.'' 

\\, havi won out political Jndepi . L 

nation belongs to us. We want to gel to work. We ministers arc 
going to visit ruial districts; we arc going to plow the land to show 
the country how we must create cooperatives I he colonialists arc 
now waging a campaign with the sham laboi unions they have v.t 
up. saying There is unemployment, jobs arc needed, and the Cen- 
tnl Cos imm lofng nothing." The Central Government that 
took over the country with all Hie casli drawers empty. Should we 
now go steal money from the whites' cash drawers? The people 
nni't decide whether they want a disho l puppet government in 
power (hat will make one deal after another with financial circles. 
We have promised the people freedom, not money 
We do not want ever to fool the people, and the people know 
very well that there is r.ct a single minister who has been paid his 
<alar. since we have been in power. And that proves, ns each min¬ 
ister knows, that we cat when the people cat; we don't need money. 
And as foe this campaign waged b\ pelts imperialist labor unions, 
where blacks arc given ]obs and supposedly run the union, the only 
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persons behind all that arc enemies who arc trying to create confu¬ 
sion. We are going to give all our workers |obs after the withdrawal 
of the Belgian troops. A new program. Everyone will have work, 
with modest wages. And I assure yon that with our faith, with out 
energy, with our national pride, the Congo will be a highly devel¬ 
oped country in five years. We will not develop the country by beg 
ging for capital, but by working ourselves, with our own hands, 
through out own efforts. We don't want people to say tomorrow 
"It's because we gave them money that this or that was done." 
They will blackmail us if we do that. No. The United States is the 
land of the dollar. Who created the dollar? Men. It was men’s la¬ 
bor that made the United States what it is today. It was men’s labor 
that made France what it is today. It was men’s labor that made 
Belgium what it is today. It is not money that creates progress It 
is nun who creates progress. And we want the Belgian troops to 
leave and let ns live in peace, let us work. We do not want any 
more agitation, any more disorder, any more pointless words, any 
more slogans The only slogan for the moment must lx. economic 
progress, everybody at woik, mobilizing all young people, all out 
women, all the energies of the country. No one appreciates gifts 
Independence that is a gift i> not .1 good independence Real inde¬ 
pendence is independence that is fought for and won. 

With Our Brains, with Our Hands 

II in America, if everywhere in the world, people know bow to 
manufacture medicines, to manufacture cats, why shouldn't the 
Congolese also be capable of creating new tilings in their country 
In five or six years’ There is talk of an impending crisis among the 
peasants. That is not true. The country is in .1 healths situation 
The money in our bank vault*, our gold reserves, base been carried 
off. Let them take them; we a*k only one thing: that our country 
be left its peace. Laughter, applause.] 

We are going to exploit the treasures still beneath the soil of the 
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Congo. Out of fourteen million people, there are at least thirteen 
million who have always made a livelihood through their own la¬ 
bor all dunng the eighty years that the Belgians were in our coun¬ 
try. Congolese in rural area* have never gotten a cent fiom the Bel¬ 
gian colonial government. How did they manage to live? 

They have their fields, their crops, their fruit. And it was only 
when a man could sell what he had hunted or grown in the ground 
that he had ten fallCS to call Ins OWI) Do yon think that was a bad 
fix to tx in? [Shouts of No, wof) So why is there talk today of mu 
being poverty stricken when tlx Belgians leave? That is not true. 
We have fertile fields and hunting grounds. And we can live very- 
well without being exploited by the Belgians in any way. That is 
the truth. There has been vicious propaganda to deceive the peo¬ 
ple But the people van lx- deceived no longer, for we arc going to 
keep them informed. 

We are going to cany out a psychological dccoloniali/atimi, be¬ 
cause the people have bun subject to false indoctrination foi eighty 
year* I ah- ideas have lx- 1 put in people s heads; they have been 
tokl that in order to have money, in order to have enough to cat, 
tlx* had to woik for l uio|x.ms We arc going to tell the- people 
that this not tine, that m Oldtl (0 live happy lives, they nun! 
.;<t to woik and plow the land. I hat is how things really arc. We 
ire aware of the fads We arc going to develop the country our- 
'elves. We have 00 technical skills We arc going to develop the 
Congo with our brains, with our hands. And in 11 few months, in a 
fov 'cats, you will see And those who thought that they could 
sneak into the Congo under the cloak of the United Nations won't 
be able to get in. Hie doors of the Congo arc hermetically sealed 
to exploiters and fortune hunters. But the dorm of the Congo ate 
wide open to men of good will, of good faith, who would like to 
come and help us. as I said just now. 

These arc the ideas 1 wanted to put before you, gentlemen, so 
that you could pass on the word throughout the world that this is 
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our position, that our government stands as one, that the chief of 
stale and 1 arc of one mind, as are the people at our side, and to¬ 
day it is the people who are going to fight against those who dis 
turb the public peace, through their legal government Through 
democratic practices, through their institutions, through their ccn 
tral government, it is the people who arc going to combat vicious 
propaganda, the enemies of freedom, the enemies of the country, 
traitors. And I know that our ellorts arc soon going to be crowned 
with success; we are going to go to Katanga to liberate our brotheiv 

Between the time of Ltimum&d'j return /rom the United State. 
on August 8 unit the opening of the Pan-African Conference on 
August 2 5, it number of important events occurred in Leopoldville. 
I hey were <1 portent 0/ the tragic political »ifu.if/on that would 
arise at the beginning of September. From this two-week period, 
we haw chosen teveral excerpts from tpeachts and texts of Iji 
nium/iu’i fh.rt shed light on the atmosphere at that time On An 
gust 8, the United Notions Security Council asked Belgium to 
withdraw its troops from Katanga immediately. On August <), the 
Belgian ambassador, Mi van den Br»cfl. win expelled f mm la 
poldsille. On August 12, Mr. llammankfOld came to Elisabeth 
vide, and the Central Government criticized the United Vat ion's 
dilatorinest in seeing that the troops were withdrawn On the tight 
tenth there were skirmishes between soldiers of the Congo lest Sa 
tional Army and United Nation. troops. 

The quotations published below are literal transcription, of taps 
recordings of Mr. Lumumba's press confercmes in Leopoldville. 

Support for Attempts at Secession (August 9) 

It has become clear to me that Belgium’s god is to bring about 
the breakup of the Congo by any possible means. 

Belgium has carried away our gold reserves. . Thus mono- is 
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being stolen from the Congolese people to reward Katanga lor its 
efforts to destroy the nation. 

Belgium has launched 3 cam|>aign of lies and slander throughout 
the entire world. 

F .quateur Prounce't Attempt to Secede (August 13) 

llic ^aim maneuvers have been plotted in Orientalc Province. 
Mr. Finant. the president of the government of Orientalc Province, 
is here before you. They has: expended every possible effort. He was 
forced to |ail Colonel llciuicqnuiux," wlio was behind these milieu- 
vets. 

Expulsion of Congolese Troops in Katanga 1 August 1$) 

Tlie president of the Provincial Government of Stanleyville, who 
arrived two days ago, lias mfotmed us that—how many? (Kcpfy 
by Mr Finant: seven thousand.] Seven thousand soldiers and mem¬ 
bers of tlscar families luve been expelled from Katanga, And before 
these seven thousand were Nnt bit k here to Leopoldville, two thou 
varil others had arrived after l>eing cxpdlcd from Katanga. And ac¬ 
cording to information that has been obtained by the picsidcnt of 
the gusxrmneiit of Stanleyville, information passed on to him by 
troops that had been expelled from Katanga, the Belgian officers 
with Tthombc assembled all the troops and said: "All military- per¬ 
sonnel must verse in the Katangcse aims And any troops who do 
no? agree to do so must leave Katanga and go home." And before 
that, a hundred soldiers were shot; they shot .1 hundred of them, 
More than a hundred — how many? [Reply by Mr. Finant: a hun¬ 
dred and nine ] A hundred and nine. Shot by the Belgians and 
Tshomfcc. And not one word has been said about this. All the tele¬ 
phone lines have been cut. There is a massacre going on in Katanga, 

‘ On July 8. Colonel llcnncquiaux was appointed chid adviser to the Congo¬ 
lese array and wi Inly 9 vas appointed to head a peacemaking mission in Stanlcv- 
«ilk. aba; »ilh I he prc<iden» of she Chamber. 
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Gold and Diamonds (August 13) 

Another situation! Having created disorders in the Congo. Bel 
gium is now operating in another way. Out diamonds in Kasai arc 
bring stolen. Because there is no surveillance now. Belgian troops 
arc being stationed all over the Congo to spread terror and thus git 
their hands on our riches throughout the country. 

In Orie11l.de Province, where there arc many gold mines, Euro¬ 
peans are going into the mines now; there are Belgians taking oui 
gold, stealing our gold. And the provincial authorities have ahead' 
impounded gold ingots weighing 103 kilograms and -co gums, 
seized from whites who declared that they were the agents of this 
mining company. And that was completely untrue. Ilierc arc func 
tionarics, there ire officials, a whole hunch of people all ovu t! e 
country who arc looking for gold and Mealing gold. This gold has 
now been sent to the Central Bank in Stanleyville. As you see. th. 
young Congolese government is vigilant. Phis n wlut Belgian null 
tary occupation, troops supposedly in our country to protect B*! 
gium. really arc for. To Steal the gold of the Congolese i*ow 

The Airfield at Kanumbt (August 13) 

I called an extraordinary session of all the presidents of the pro 
vincial governments, I dispatched a special plane that left Stanley 
villc with the president of the provincial governnsent alxxnd to go 
to Bukavu to pick up his colleague, Mr. Miruho. He was to go from 
there to Coquilhatvillc, pick up his colleague, and come hack here. 
Mr. Finunt got on the plane in Stanleyville and flew to Bukavu. and 
when the plane arrived there, it was forbidden to land by tlic Bel 
gian troops and the Belgian resident. He insisted and said "I have 
come here to get the president of Bukavu. 111 the name of the Cen 
tr.il Government." They still wouldn’t allow him to land jnd told 
him; "If you dare to insist and approach the Kamembe airfield, 
we ll shoot the plane down." He was forced to turn back. The 
plane flew on for seven and a half hours. And when it arrived in 


Coq, it had only fifteen minutes’ fuel left. Mr. Einant spent the 
night there and arrived 111 Leopoldville the next day. This is the 
'ame trick that was pulk-d on the chief of state and me when vve 
went to Katanga. The officials of oui country can no longer fly 
about the country freely in planes and land where justice calls us. 
This is what the Belgian^ mean by a spiiit of collaboration. . . . 

The Par at roop Commando- at (August 15) 

We have also just discovered that there arc paratroop commandos 
at tlie airport, when we hail been fold that all Belgian troops had 
left I - <«jy>!dvilli. 1 went out to the airport yotuduy anil Congolese 
who were working there told me; "Mr. Prime Minister, there are 
'nil mmc Belgian military personnel in disguise here at the airport. 
I lie nulilarv authontics made inquiries yesterday, and discovered 
that there were still Belgian troops at Hie aiiport There are- a mini 
Ini of tlutii who have disguised themselves as United Nations 
Hoops The government is taking .1 stand today. These troops 
must k avc toilav; otherwise they will all be aucsted and considered 
prisoners [ApptoMc.) I have notified Mr. Bundle, the United Na 
linns assistant scerctaiy general, ol this decision. And I requested 
that tin YDjili airport be guarded only by troops of the national 
arms and )xrhaps a few United Nations troops, but only African 
onri Applause We have placed our trust in the United Nations. 
But they must not try to hoodwink us and tell us that it is Swedish 
or lii'li tioopv who arc at the airport when it is Belgian tioops who 
are there \nd "lieu the government discovers this and protests, 
people arc gor g to say that we no longer trust the United Nations. 
We arc no longer children who can be easily taken in. 

Belgian ■Saboteurs" (August 13) 

We trusted the majority of Belgians, believing that they were 
sincere when they said that they wanted to stay here with us. 

But we have hatboted spies. This plot against the nation be¬ 
comes more and more evident as each day goes by. Belgium and 
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the Belgians are acting like submarines now. Since thc> can no 
longer operate on the surface, they are operating below it- They 
have set up a spy network. Orders are sent from Belgium and re¬ 
ceived here. The few Belgians here communicate them to their 
straw men, and these straw men pass them on to their militants. 
And the government IS well aw are of this whole situation 

General Accusation* 

The Belgian government has attempted to create disorder, to ere 
ate an economic vacuum, to plunge us into poverty, into uncmploy 
incut, so that the people will (all into anarchy tomorrow. August 
9, i960] 

As yon can see. Belgium is destroying us, Belgium 1. sabotaging 
us, Belgium is stealing on money, but we will get help elsewhere. 
[August 9. i960) 

I'lii Congolese arc no longer dupes. Millions were spent on tin 
electoral campaign, to try to set Up I puppet government; but these 
millions have gone down the drain Today more millions aic being 
collected to try to overthrow the government, to tiv to retain con 
trol of the country. These expenditures ate also usekss. (August 13. 
i960] 

Ltiniunibd’j caff /or the withdrawal of the United Setion'i white 
troops was recorded live on August 1 ?. i960. 

If the Belgian government lias vigorously opposed the entrance 
of United Nations troops in Katanga, and above all African troops, 
it iv so that the atrocities that have been committed in Katanga 
will not come to light We know the Belgians said We want 
United Nations hoops to enter the Congo, hut only European 
troops, not African troops, because we know that the African has 
African sympathies.” [App/ause.] But military troops arc military 
troops, and we therefore do not understand why the secretary 
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general gave in and sent only white troops to Katanga, not allow 
ing African troops to participate. Hus injustice death demonstrates 
that Belgium and the secretary-general ol the United Nations have 
secretly agreed on what moves are to he made. [Applause The 
Central Government and the provincial governments will examine 
the situation shortly We want the United Nations to putsue its ac 
tion and arc willing to aid it to the limit ol our abilities, but only 
on condition that all white hoops arc withdiawn from the Congo. 
Apptaui* The African troops that have been put it the disposal 
of the United Nations an quite sufficient to IttUK Older in this 
Country. Belgians base come here disguised as United Nations troops 
•md claiming that thev an Swedish or Irish. And we have proof of 
this Two such sold ins • 1 disci (d J tecdl Sudl hyp tClfl] 
must not be allowed to continue I he work ol the United Nations 
must not Ik discredited All soils ol tliing> are being done in the 
Congo it tins time to discredit the work of the United Nations 
\ikI when we protest, people an going to say: "You see, they arc 
against the United Nations, they arc igainst peace.” We publicly 
denounce this. 

i rriFK 10 THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

August 13, i960 

I base jnvt now received your letter of this date, m reply to the 
one I sent vou .111 hour ago. Your letter in no way answers the pic 
C's questions or the concrete proposals contained in my letters of 
the fourteenth and fifteenth of this month. There arc no errors of 
fact m my statements, as you claim. It is because I publicly de¬ 
nounced. in a recent pros conference, the maneuvers whereby the 
only troops sent to Katanga were from Sweden — a country whose 
particular tics to the Belgian royal family arc public knowledge — 
that you have now hastily decided to send African troops into this 
province. 

If no member of the Security Council lias taken it upon himself 
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to question the validity of your memorandum and your plans for 
action, it is because the members of the council have no precise 
idea of what is going on behind the scenes. Public opinion is well 
aware — as arc the members of the Sccunty Council - that aftn 
its last resolution was passed, you postponed your trip to the Congo 
for twenty four hours for the sole purpose of engaging in talks with 
Mr Pierre Wigny, the Belgian minister of foreign aflairs, the ad¬ 
ministrator of the mining companies tn the Congo, and one of the 
plotters of the secession of Katanga. 

Before leasing New York for the Congo, the Congolese delega¬ 
tion headed by the vice-president of the council. Mr. Antoine Gi 
zenga, insisted that you contact my government as soon as you at 
rived m leopoldsillc before going on to Katanga, in accordance 
with the Security Council's resolution of July i.*. iqfo. I person 
ally insisted on this in the letter I sent you on August 12. through 
the intermediary of your special representative. Mr. Ralph Rimchc 
But you completely ignored the legal government of the republic 
and sent u telegram from New York to Mr Tshombe. the leader of 
the Katungese rebellion and .111 agent of the Belgian government 
Mr. Tshombe, as usual at the instigation of the Belgians wIk> have 
been placed at his side, answered this telegram by laying down two 
conditions that to his mind should govern the entrance of United 
Nations troops into Katanga. According to revealing statements 
that have just been made by Mr. Tshombe during his press con 
fcrcncc, you met Belgium's every demand as expressed through Mr. 

Tshombe. 

In view of all the foregoing, the government and the people of 
the Congo have lost their confidence in the secretary general of the 
United Nations. As .1 consequence, we request as of this date that 
the Security Council immediately send to the Congo a group of 
neutral observers representing the following countries Morocco. 
Tunisia, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, the United Arab Republic, Su¬ 
dan. Ceylon, Liberia, Mali. Burma, India, Afghanistan, and Leb¬ 
anon. The mission of these observers will be to assure the immedi¬ 
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ate and total application of the icsolutions nf the Security Council 
of July iq and ;; and August q, i960. 

I firmly hope that the Security Council, in which we place onr 
entire trust, will grant nor l<.;itimatc icqucst. A government dele¬ 
gation will accompany you m order to set Us point of view before 
the Security Council I a«k you, therefore, to kindly postpone your 
departure for twenty-T in hours m oulri to allow out delegation to 
trascl on the same plane. 

Please l»c assured, Mr. Sec rctary-Central, of our highest regard. 

'Ilie Prime Minister 

Signed: P. Lumumba 

Here is Lumumba * efoqucnf reply when President Youtou re¬ 
fused to invite him to the ceremonies celebrating the independence 
"t the Brezzaulle Congo It bui broadcast <-n Kudin Leopoldville, 
August 15. 1960. 

MI SSAGI IX) THE BRAZZAVILMS CONGO 

Brothers and comrades in the struggle 

On thi* historic day. when the brother people- of the northern 
Congo regam ilicu independence, 1 mi piood and happy to send 
warm and fraternal greetings tn all the populace ill the name of 
the government and of the people of the Republic of the Congo. 
My government remains convinced that the valiant Congolese pco 
pic on the other vide of tlic nvcr will work energetically to broaden 
and strengthen their independence. My government stands ready 
to consolidate tics with you that arc based on a common past and 
promise a happy future. 

Ibat is why my government and all the Icadcis of my country 
looked forward with genuine pleasure to joining you in our Brazza 
ville to celebrate this joyous event together. Unfortunately a tele¬ 
gram from your government has prevented us fiom doing so. In the 
name of the friendship between African peoples, we call upon you 
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to judge the wording, the intentions, and the motives behind this 
telegram, ft reads as follows: 

OFFICIAL ITI.ECRAM PEI Ml MINIS IER I FOPOLDVILLL NO. $1 24! 

IN REPLY TO VOOR TIUUUM Of AVGUST 14 SIGNED BV SECRETARY 
MANni ARRANGEMENTS ALREADY MADE TOR RECEPTION CHIfF\ OF 
STATE ON1.V srop REUREV NOr BEING ABLE TO RECMVT FUME MINIS- 
IER STOP CONI IRM MINISIEK CAND/.ION IN CIIARGI. WELCOMING COM- 
Mimt Win. BE BEACH I.EOPOLDVIC.I » 10 AM EOS ARRIVAL RRAZZA- 
YILIE 10:1 $ Stop ALL ARRANGEMENTS AlRFADY MAPI I OS I HIS HOUR 
STOP CONFIRM ALSO MEMBERS YOUR DELEGATION MUST COMP. IN 
I'RIVAT) CARS STOP SKl.NLH PRTSIDENT OP THE RIPUBLIC Of TIU 
CONGO ARBf rVLBBRl YOU LOU 

* 

Congolese brothcis. comrades in the struggle, despite this tele 
gram aiul the purpose behind it. we IK persuaded that out two peo¬ 
ples, who have been the victims of the same humiliating and op 
pieuivc regime over the centuries, will be able to surmount together 
all the obttach 1 that colonialism has placed between us and join 
each other within a worthy, fruitful, prosperous, and fraternal Af 
man community. Long live independence and the sown 
the formei I eneh Congo. Long in> \n.< m :u« dship in onfty, 
fraternity, freedom, and democracy. I.mig live the friendship of all 
the world's peoples. 

Up until September 15. the prime minuter made it a point not 
to hold the chief of state personally responsible for the behavior of 
the Mukongo Tribe or for the actions of certain members of the 
Abako party. Lurnuinbd's appeals failed to prevent an eventual rift 
between him and Kasambu. however. The two speeches here were 
made on Radio Leopoldville on August 9 and *3. 
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THK ABAKO 

Ayjirnf the Independence of the Bakongos 
It u being said that a splinter group of Bakongos is going to pro 
claim its independence; this will never happen. ... ’I his is a splin¬ 
ter group of a feu Bakongos who ait- against Kasavubu, who ate 
against the government, who nc against the country, who ate in 
the pay of the colonialists, who arc paid In the Catholics to create 
obstruction and disorder in the count iv. . . Mi. Kuvavuhu does 
not go along with these fascists . . who have gone of! to plot with 
You loo. 

I he Bakongos. a Brother People 
Fa He rumors have been spicud in Uopoldvillc, particularly in 
Bakongo circles, tlui the Central Govcmmtnl has already arrested 
>,uiil Bakongo leaden. I received telegrams. .1 great number of 
telegrams yesterday and this morning, some of them from an Abako 
south inosxincnt, and some of them from Bakongo public figures, 
-.'In g me to fur the Bakongo leaders who have been arrested. And 
I publicl\ state tlut no Bal idcf, DO Bakongo public ligmc, 
has been arrested there has been no legal or administrative action 
" i" I' 1:,e-. ..-.-a l.mlher jHiiple If we liau «:• ted 

Mr. Kasasubo. tfic president of the Abako, as chief of slate, it is be 
(ausc we trusted our Bakongo brothers I he colonialists tried to di¬ 
vide us. before independence they waged a campaign against the 
Bakongos in the five provinces. They tried to isolate them. We te 
acted I was the first to say that it was a hate campaign, a campaign 
of lies. I he Bakongos arc our brothers and we have proved it. Hie 
colonialists jic still trying to exploit popular curiosity today . And 
we say to our Bakongo brothcis that no steps have been taken 
against them and that these arc false rumors. I happen to have had 
a visit from Mr Diomi yesterday. Ihcic was even a rumor going 
about that I had signed an order or a wanant foi Mr. Diomi's ar- 
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rest and imprisonment, which is absolute!} false. We know that our 
brothers in the Lower Congo have legitimate aspirations, that they 
would like to remain within the framework of a united Congo but 
want an administrative province of their own, a province whose af 
fairs they can run us they think best. I know that the same demands 
arc being made elsewhere. We approve of anything that is ccnip.tr 
blc with the interests of the nation. 'I he only answer I can give on 
the part of the Central Government is that the circumstances wc 
find ourselves in at present, a time of veritable national mourning, 
make this the wrong moment to proceed with these administrative 
or institutional reforms. 

Our enemies are going to take advantage of this situation and 
create other difficulties for us. If a Bakongo province is created to¬ 
day, with the belt of intentions since the Bakongos arc for national 
unity, the chief of slate is for national unity, and every sane person 
in this country is for national unity, out enemies will seize upon 
this as an excuse to acute a third or a fourth province in Leopold 
sille l iny Will exploit the MOM situation djCWtlCtC And I told 
Mr. Diomi Your aspirations will always Ik- considered sympithct 
tartly, and will surely be fulfilled I want to assure my Bakongo 
brothers that they will never have any difficulty with tlic Central 
Government, the present nationalist government; on the contrary, 
they will always find satisfaction." [App/dfc*a.| 

But may it always be in the superior interest of the country, of 
the nation, and of the immediate and total independence that the 
Bakongos, the Bjngalas, the Balubas, the Batctclas continually 
called for during the election campaign. Ami now that this total 
and complete independence it in our hands and our enemies arc 
attempting to wrest it from us, the first thing we must do is fight 
these enemies; and when the enemy lias left, when wc have consoli 
dated our strength, when we have laid firm foundations or. the iu 
tional plane, we can then examine exactly what sort of structure 
this country will have, calmly and carefully, within our Parliament, 
with the cooperation of everyone. Whether the Congo is to go by 
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the name of a unitary state, a confederation, a federal system, or 
any other name, is not what primarily interests us. What is of prime 
concern is live interest of the country, the future of the Congo. And 
wc are going to find a solution tlut will he the expression of the 
popular will, of the Bakongos, of the Balubas, and of everybody 
else. But we must understand that for the moment [our watchword 
must be]: let us dn\c out the enemy, let us fight against the enemy. 

hi another talk on Radio Leopoldville (no date), Lumumba de¬ 
nounced subvert*™ trait 1 — remit drui reactionary periodicals in 
Belgium, which mice 193S had a/to been violently attacking Presence 
Afriemm. 

I waul |o tell you about the Belgians' latest MUMUVttl in the 
Congo iliou'indt ot seditious tracts coming stiaight from Brussels 
lusc been distributed throughout the ciU in Leopoldville These 
tracts were printed on the presses of Europe-Magazine, ,1 newspaper 
published m Brussels whose entry into the Congo has just been foi 
bidden Then seditious tiacts were shipped hue aboard Sabina 
plane, in lioxcs bearing the label "newspapers." One of these tracts 
states "Congolese. Lumumba iv going to sell your women to Rus- 
mu. Another ora- says "Lumumba has been given millions in dia 
mo«ds for out women, millsum uf teats." 

Another one suss: "We have trinqud, and that’s what Lumumba 
is still doing, • and these aic juxtaposed photos, one of which 
shows a wounded Congolese. 

Here is another tract, with a text in Lingala: "I have made a pact 
with the devil; so much the worse for the Congolese." Then you 
see Lumumba with bandages on his hand; this is outrageous Bel 
gian treachery at wotk. because as I was leaving the prison in Judot- 
vilie. after also having been handcuffed and tied up like a stick of 
wood at the prison in Stanleyville, the handcuffs injured my wrists 

' An in t n mil table play on the ooid trinqua, which means bath "to mi (In a 
toss” and "to eSnV glasses. 11 (Translator's note.) 
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and I still had open sores when I arrived in Brussels to participate 
in the Round Table Conference, and the journalists had photo¬ 
graphed me. And today the Belgians arc making a show of atroci¬ 
ties that I myself preferred to hide since there would have been no 
point in putting them before the Congolese people But the Bel 
gratis themselves arc making a show of how I suffered and how thev 
mistn Red me; all that, gentlemen, is proof of the Congolese peo 
pie’s victory over colonialism. Applause. 

And ns you see, instead of using its plants for the normal ship¬ 
ment of freight and passengers. Sahciu is now transporting tracts 
and documents that arouse people’s hatred. Thi d. gentle¬ 

men of the press, of what the Belgians mean In friendship and a 
spiiit of cooperation toward the Congo / 

Let us thwart the maneuvers of these brothers, our brothers who 
are strengthening the enemy’s hand tod.iv. Hie Belgian, are no 
longer able to distribute theta tracts, and it i> blacks who arc < 

SO, in city taxicabs, having been paid fisc hundred or a tlscniund 
fumes, and it it these same brothers who are destroying Hie Congo. 
Wo have our riches, we have otir manioc, we have our bananas 
can’t we cut them a. .1 proof of ilic nations con*tehee today* \ 
Congolese can be bought for a hundred franc* a person willing to 
destroy bis country can be bought fnr fifty francs I am addressing 
an appeal, a desperate appeal to the entire Congolese people to be 
vigilant. And if any brother of yours, any son of yonr«, whoever he 
may be, sells out our country, collaborates with the enemy, it is you 
the people who must be the judge, who must be the police, who 
must arrest this hoodlum, this collaborator, this traitor. We are not 
against anyone; we are for peace. 

In the face of the press campaign against him in certain circle 
and the foreign attacks on his government, Lumumba teemed pas 
sage of the following laws 
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DECREE CONCERNING FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION 
AND ASSEMBLY (august 11, 1965) 

In view of the provisions of the Fundamental Law of May 19, 

1962, regarding the structures of the republic, in particular articles 
i, ly, and 96of this law ; 

In view of tlie provisions of the Fundamental Law- of June 17, 

1963, regarding public freedoms, m particular articles 16 and 18 of 
this law; 

In view* of the provisions of the decree of August 6. 1922, regard 
ing the general police powers of the government; 

In suw of the decision made b\ the Council of Ministers on Au 
gust 8, i960; 

In stew of the fact that snious disturbances arc now occurring 
throughout the lernton of the Republic of the Congo; 

It is hereby decreed: 

Chapter I. On Freedom 0/ Association 

Article 1. No association may be formed without the authorial 
lion of the Minister of the Interior. 

Article Such authorization will be refused only to associations 
whose existence might constitute a lineal to public peace or order. 

Article j. All requests for autlimiz.ilion ate to be submitted to 
the Minister of the Interior, accompanied by the following infor¬ 
mation: 

(1) the name and address of the association; 

I a ) the purpose of the association; 

(?) the conditions fnr membership in the association; 

4 a full description and indication of the customary residence 
of leaders of the association or of those who participate in 
the direction of it, and their titles; 

(5) the magma that members of the association wear; 
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(6) the places where meetings of the general membership and 
meetings of the leaders are held 

Article Any changes in regard to any of the facts specified m 
the preceding article arc to be brought to the attention of the Min¬ 
ister of the Interior, and ate to be subject to his approval 

Article 5. Authorized associations will be subject to the constant 
surveillance of the Minister in charge of the Sdrct6 or his deputy. 
The latter may attend meetings of the association or of it' leaders 
at any time, and may demand that records and documents pertain 
ing to the association he turned over to them. 

Article 6. Associations already in existence are required to apply 
immediately for the authorization provided for in Article 1 They 
may engage in no activities whatsoever until vtfch authorization has 
been obtained. 

Article 7. The Minister of the Interior may dissolve ar any time 
any association that docs not comply with the present decree or 
whose existence constitutes a threat to public peace or older. 

Article H. Any person aware of the itrcgul.11 nature of an asso¬ 
ciation or its operation who participates in its formation or its ac¬ 
tivities. attends its meetings, or contributes to its operation, will be 
subject to a maximum prison sentence of two mouths and .1 fine 
not to exceed :ooo francs, or to only one of the two foregoing pen 
allies. 


Chapter II. On Freedom of Assembly 
Article 9. Any procession, parade, demonstration, meeting, or os- 
semhly of persons outdoors or in an unenclosed or open place is 
subject to prior authorization in writing. 

Article 10. The authorization desenbed in Article 9 is to be 
granted by our Minister of the Interior or his deputy 

Article 11. The request for authorization is to be nude in writ¬ 
ing It must be m the hands of the minister specified or his deputy 
at least six days before the date nn which the demonstration, meet¬ 
ing, or assembly is to be held 
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Article 12. Anyone who organizes a demonstration, meeting, 01 
assembly that lias not been duly authorized under the terms of the 
present decree or who knowingly participates in such will he sub 
cct to a maximum prison sentence of two months and a fine not to 
exceed 2x0 francs, or to only one of the foicgoing penalties. 

Article 1 3. The present decree will l>. publicly posted and in 
scried in the Mo niteur Ceng olah. It is to become effective immedi¬ 
ately. 

.A/tide 1+ The Minister of the Interior and the Minister in 
charge of the S 0 to l>. responsible for the execution of the 
pic.u.t dc.jcc. III accordance with the duties herein assigned him. 

Executed in Uopoklvillc, August 11, jcjfo. 

I'm the government, 
rise Prime Minister. 
P. Lumumba 

I HI- INST ITUTION OF A SPECIAL STATE OF 
MARTIAL LAW (august 16, igfo) 

We, the President of the Republic of the Congo, 

111 view of the provisions of the Fundamental law of May 19, 
•<Aregarding structures, in particular article 187 of this law; 

In view ol the provisions of the decree of November 8, 1917, re 
coding inartijl law not implicitly abrogated by the .ifmc-aid Fun¬ 
damental Law-. 

In view of grave concerns regarding public safety that necessitate 
strong measures aimed at restoring order and justice; 

In view of the counsel of the General Prosceutois; 

Do hereby issue the following ordinance; 

Article 1 A special state of martial Jaw is instituted for a period 
of six months throughout the territory of the Republic of the 
Congo. 

Article 2. The present ordinance is to lie publicly posted and in¬ 
serted in the Monitcur Corigofait. 
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Article 3. Our Ministers of Justice and of National Defense are 
to be responsible for the execution of the present ordinance. 

Uxecuted in Leopolds illc, August r6, i960. 

Kasavubu, President of the Republic. The Minister of Justice 
(absent), R. Mwamba, The Prime Minister and Minister of Na¬ 
tional Defense, Patrice Lumumba. 


After his tour of Africa, on his return from the United States, 
l.umiimba organized a Pan African Conference, which wvu held in 
I .eopoldville August 25-31. I ustin Bomboko presided.* urid the of 
ficial delegates from Tunisia, Liberia, Ethiopia. Morocco, the United 
Arab Republic, Mali, Togo, the Provisional Government of Algeria, 
Guinea, and Ghana, plus delegates from ndnindependent African 
countries, met in the Palace of Culture ! 

The arrival of United Nation, troops in Katanga at this time did 
not seriously disturb Tshonibeh secessionist regime, and the African 
states did not renew their offer to provide the Congo with direct 
military aid, having decided that the only valid way of cooperating 
with the Congo was through United Nations channel1 

In the text below, Lumumba outlines his entire Pan African po 
sit ion, which constituted the fundamental ideological framework of 
his progressive program. This policy made him a truly exceptional 
figure 011 the Congolese scene, for he was practically the only pel it 
ical leader to link constantly the problem of Congolese resolution 
wif/i the overall reality of Africa on the march. 

■ Domboko I »I rcmiincd the minister c( foreign attain in or is .ttuukaft 
Congolese go,eminent, from AdouU'i to the iKC*n« [1963' 

t Lumumba's relitioni with FuUicit Youlc-u of the Buuivilk Congo wrrr 
very bad, for he Kftirdrd the abU- n an agent of coloniili<n whose stale ■■ the 
game was tin balkanization of the Black Continent 


SPEECH OPENING THE PAN-A 1 -'RICAN CONFERENCE 
OF LEOPOLDVILLE 

Honorable Ministers, Ladies and Gentlemen. Dear Comrades: 

The Congolese people Socked in combat arc proud and happy to 
receive their brothcis in tlte struggle in their country today. 

To my government, to us Congolese, yum presence here at such 
a moment is incontrovertible living proof ol the African reality that 
cur cr.etniis luve always denied and 'till stubborn)) 1 deny today. 
But as you know, realitv is even more stubborn, and Africa is very 
much alive. It refuses to die so as to justify the opinions of the lug 
grids of history, of the history that we have made with our own 
hinds, our own skin, our own Wood. 

It is m meetings such as tins that uc have become aware of our 
personality and OUT dvnanne solidantv When VK lust met at con 
ftrviKcs lick) 111 satmus cities of Africa and in the couisc of than 
|»oscd the problem of decolonization, the imperialists did not be¬ 
lieve wc would ever achieve out goal. 

Yet how far wc have gone together since the lust Conference of 
African Peoples field in Accra in December 1958'. 

Was it not just a short time liter the meetings in Accra that the 
peoples of Angola, Algeria, the Congo, Kenya, Mozambique, Nyasu- 
land. Rhodesia, ami today Rwanda Burundi began to fight even 
harder for tlicii freedom? 

Was it not aftei this histone conference that blazed the trail for 
the liberation of Africa that the populat liberation movement be¬ 
came so 'tiong that nothing- neither storms nor fotcc of arms nor 
repression — could stop it, or will lx able to stop it in the future? 

'Hie work of this conference cannot help but hasten this move¬ 
ment to win the independence of the African continent. 

Honorable Ministets, you leaders fighting for African freedom, it 
i> voer dulv to allow the world and our detractors once again that 
nothing can prevent us from reaching our common goal- the libera- 
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non of Africa. We can truly attain this goal only if we remain 
united and stand shoulder to shoulder. Onr solidarity has meaning 
only because it has no limits, and because we aic finally aware that 
the fate of Africa is one and indivisible. 

These are the profound reasons underlying the work that you aie 
about to undertake. The purpose of this meeting is to draw up 
plans for a major summit conference, in the course of which our 
states must make decisions with regard to: 

(i) the total support by all African countries of the general strug¬ 
gle to further the interests of the Pan-African bloc. 

(!) the policy of neutralism, whose auu is genuine independ 
cnee; 

(3) the removal of colonialist linguistic tyrncis through cultural 
exchanges; 

(4) commercial agreements between African countries; 

(g) the position of Africa as regards the European Common 
Market; 

(6) cooperation on the military plane, 

(7) studying the possibilities of setting up a high-powered radio 
transmitter in Uopoldville, to which .ill the Afrk-.ui state* will con 
tribute; 

(8) planning and setting up a center for scientific research m 
Leopoldville with hi the framework of the Commission on lech 
ideal Cooperation 

Honorable Ministers, you are coming into personal contact with 
the reality of the African Congo, here on this very spot, in the scry 
midst of a crisis that we must resolve. There is no doubt that your 
awareness of the future of our continent will enable you to carry 
out your work successfully Your principal task is to plan the meet¬ 
ing of onr chiefs of state, who will give concrete form to this Afri¬ 
can unity 111 whose name you have answered our call 

You arc aware of the causes underlying what is currently being 
called the Congo crisis, which in reality is only the continuation of 
a struggle between forces of oppression and forces of liberation. 
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My government, which both represents and guarantees the sov¬ 
ereignty of the Congolese people, decided to call upon the United 
Nations when Belgian aggression first Ix-gan. 

He United Nations answered our appeal. I he free world pro¬ 
nounced judgment. Belgium was Condemned. 

In mder to enlighten international public opinion as to the real 
motives behind the drama in Use Congo, I decided to go to New 
York. 

On our return from the United States, we accepted the invita¬ 
tion of the chief, of state of free Africa, who have unanimously 
given 111 proof of then fraternal support by taking a public stand. 

Hie classic consequences of colonialism, which we have all ex- 
pcncnccd or arc still experiencing in pari, an particularly tenacious 
here continuing military occupation, tubal divisions that have long 
been fostered and cncouiagcd, destructive political opposition that 
lu< been deliberately planned. taulully Coordinated, and bought 
for money. 

You know how difficult it lus bun thus lar for a newly inde¬ 
pendent state to do away with military liases scl up by the former 
occupying powers. We must proclaim, lure and now, that Africa 
will henceforth ist ilmv imperialist limed forces to remain 
on its sml llicrc must be no more Bir-citc*. Kiloitas, Kaminas, Sidi 
Slimanes. 

We hive our own armies to defend our count lies. 

Out Force Publiquc, the victim ol underhanded maneuvers, is 
also getting rkl of colonialist structures so as to become a real na¬ 
tional army, under the command of Congolese leaders. 

Our internal difficulties, tribal quarrels. Die focal points of polit¬ 
ical opposition, seem to be centered, by some strange chance, in re 
gions where our mining resources and out power resources arc rich¬ 
est. We know how they were deliberately fostered, and how even 
today they are being furthered within our borders, 

Our Katanga, because of its uranium, its copper and gold, onr 
BaLwanga in Kasai because ol its diamonds, have become the focal 
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points of imperialist plots. The goal of these plots is the economic 
recon<|ucst of our country. 

One thing remains certain, and I solemnly proclaim it the Con 
golcsc people will ne\cr permit themselves to be exploited again; 
any leader who attempts to take them down this path will be re- 
jetted by the nation. 

The great stir that the Congolese problem has caused is an in- 
dilation of how heavily Africa weighs upon the conscience of the 
world. By shattering the colonial framework, our countries, which 
Only yesterday everyone tried to ignore, have upset the old world. 
Are those structures which arc different from ours being questioned? 
Ye>, light here in Africa. May they be safeguarded by the parties 
responsible for them ill those countries wheA* they have been found 
lilting and proper! Phis is no concern of ours. Our concern is our 
future, our destiny: a free Africa. 

I Ins is our year, yon arc witnesses to tins, ami actors m the drama. 
This year is that of our unconditional victors If is the seat of he 
loic Algeria, bathed in blood, Algeria the martyr, whose cxemplaiy 
Struggle reminds us that there can be no compromise with the cn 
nny. It is the year of Angola, whose mouth has been gagged, that 
of South Africa enslaved, of Rwanda-Burundi in chains, of perse 
coted Kenya. 

All of m know, the world knows, that Algeria is not French, that 
Angola i. not Portuguese, that Kenya is not Kngliiii. that Rwanda 
Burundi is not Belgian. We know that Africa is not French or Brit 
ish or .American or Russian: it is African. 

We know what the goal of the West Yesterday it disided us 
at the tribal level, at the level of clans and rural distnct> Became 
Africa is freeing itself, the West is trying today to divide us at the 
state level. It i> trying to create antagonistic bkxs and satellites, ami 
to exploit this cold war status by accentuating our differences, 
thereby perpetuating its eternal guardianship. 

I do not beliesc I am mistaken wlien I maintain that a united 
Africa wants nothing to do with such conniving. That is why we 
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have adopted the policy of positive neutralism, the one valid pol¬ 
icy that will enable us to express our personality. 

In our eyes, llicrc is no Western or communist bloc, only nations 
whose altitude toward Afina will dictate sshat ours will be toward 
them 

We refuse to be the battleground of international intrigues, the 
focus and the pri/c of cold wars 

I offer solemn tribute to President Bourgmlu, lli> Majesty Mo¬ 
hammed V. President Sekou Toun\ President Tubman, President 
VKrumah. and President Olympio, whom I have had the honor of 
meeting dunng this crucial period. 

Nod I regret that important obligations prevented me from an 
swenng the invitation of President Nassu ami Ihs Majesty Haile 
Selassie. 

As militants for African unity, all these leaders have said ‘'no” to 
the attempt to strangle Africa. 

Ml of them immediately icali/cd that the colonialists, in then 
efforts to regain then former hold, hase endangered not only the 
genuine independence of the Congo, but also the very existence of 
all tlie independent countries of Africa I hey have all realiml that 
if the Congo dm. all Afrk a will Ik plunged into the darkness of 
defeat and slavery. 

11 m is yet another Being proof of African unity. It is the con 
ircte proof of this unity, without which we would be helpless to 
confront the monstrous appetites of imperialism day after day. 

All these statesmen have thus borne witness that one doc. not 
debate this basic principle — one fighti to defend it. 

We arc lute to defend Africa, onr patrimony, together! We must 
confront tlic conceited action of the imperialist powers, of which 
the Belgian colonialists arc merely the tool, with a common front 
bringing together the free peoples of Africa and those still fighting 
for their : .dependence. The enemies of freedom must bo biought 
face to face with a coalition of free men. 

For the moment our common fate is being decided here in the 
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Congo. It is here, in fact, that a new battle fot the emancipation 
and the rehabilitation of Africa is being joined 

Pursuing the struggle whose primary objective is to restore the 
dignity of the African, the Congolese people have chosen immedi¬ 
ate and complete independence. 

By so doing, the Congolese people knew that they would not rid 
themselves in one stroke of the colonialist brans! they had been 
marked with, that having their independence recognized de jute 
was only a first step, that the effort they would be called upon to 
make would be a long term one and would perhaps bring even more 
hardships. 

We have not chosen the easy path, but rather the path that led 
to man's pride ami freedom. f 

We have realized tlul as long as a country is not independent, as 
long as it has not taken its fate into its own hands, it lacks what is 
most essential. And this remains line no matter what st.iiKbids of 
living the colonized enjoy, and no matter what positive features ■ 
colonial system may have to offer. 

The more we were rejected, depersonalized, and reduced to tlic 
level of animals, the harder we fought to fulfill our stubborn done 
for immediate independence, with no waiting period and without 
compromise. 

What use would there have been in delaying, m compromising 
further, when we were already well aware that sooner or late; we 
would have to review everything we had done, and think everything 
through again by ourselves? We knew that we would have to create 
new structures fulfilling the requirements for a genuinely African 
future for our country, to revise the methods that had been forced 
upon us, and above all to rediscover our most intimate selves and 
rid ourselves of mental attitudes and complexes and habits that col¬ 
onization had trapped us in for centuries. 

Our only choice was to take exactly the opposite course, it was 
freedom or continued slavery. Ilicre can be no middle way between 
freedom and slavery. We chose to pay the price of freedom. 
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We arc demonstrating 0111 ability to play the role of free men 
who day by day are taking the destinies of tlicii nations and their 
continent m their own hands. 

We urgently need peace and harmony; our international policy 
is based on the loyal coopcialku and friendship of all the peoples 
of the world. We want to he .1 force for peaceful progress, a power 
for rccoiKiltit:oo. An independent and united Africa will make a 
substantial positive contribution to world peace. 

\s long as it is tom apait and divided up into spheres of rival in 
flucncc, it can only make global antagonisms more violent and in¬ 
ternational tensions more severe 

<>ui international relations arc not disenminatory. The Congo is 
open to all, and w e arc ready to go any where. 

Our onh requirement is that our sovereignty be recognized and 
respected. 

We will open our doors to technicians uf any nationality who 
arc moved by a spirit of friendship, loyalty, and cooperation and 
haw made up their minds not to dominate Africans but servo Af 
rii 1 I Iks will lx- given a warm welcome in oui country. 

I am certain that I am expressing the feelings of all my brothori 
wino I vay tint Africa is opposed to no one nation in particular, 
hut that <lu is on her guard against any further attempts to domi 
lute .ok! exploit us. Iioth in the area ol material interests mid in 
the intellectual sphere. Our aim is to restore Africa's cultural, phil 
otophical. ethical, and social values, and to safeguard out resources. 
But «>ur vigilance does not mean isolation Ever since it has become 
independent, the Congo has public!' expressed its desire to partici¬ 
pate m the life of ftcc nations, and this desire has taken concrete 
form in its request for membership in the United Nations. 

Honorable Ministers and Dear Comrades: I cannot tell you how 
prowl and happy the government and tin Coapden people are to 
day because of your presence, which is that of Africa. 

lire time fot drawing up plans is now past. Africa today must 
act. lire peoples of Africa are waiting impatiently for such action 
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to begin. African unity and solidarity are no longer mete dreams; 
we must now embody them in concrete decisions. 

With one mind, one will, and one heart, we will soon make Af¬ 
rica, our Africa, a really free and independent continent 
Long live African independence and unity I 
Forward, Africans, to total liberation ! 



Part Four 

September 1960 - January 17,1961 








Fo# wee.kt the situation in Leopoldville and the provinces had 
been deteriorating Several political astastinalions of members of 
Parliament had taken place. A date of >iege was proclaimed. All the 
Colonialist pou'tn and colonialist group* came to the aid of Ka¬ 
tanga. On August h, the independence of the autonomous state of 
South Kasai uvt proclaimed by Antoine Kalonji, who declared on 
the ninth in EHtabethiille < h hence he had come to seek Tshombe's 
aid against Lumumba l that it nj» ./ "Mining Province" 01 a 
Mining Republicwhich had chosen Bakwanga as its capital. 
(It war aim the diamond capital of the Congo .) The situation in 
Kauri Ms desperate; the mutual massacres of Luluas and Balubas 
sere frightful, and thousands of starring refugees clogged the roads. 

I he Central Government endeavored to break the back of tcccs- 
moM -.M-nf* by sending the Congolese National Army to fight 
them It was Colonel Mobutu who decided to send troops on a 
punitive expedition to Kauri. At this point, President Katavubu’t 
decision to dismiss hit prime minister resounded like a clap of 
thumb > in the skies of Congolese politics, lie announced it on the 
radio at hi 5 r.M. on September 5. 

Hut at 9 05. Ini than three quarters of an hour after this speech 
hv the chief of state. Patrice Ltimumbd appeared before the micro- 
plume in turn and spoke over the national radio. 

A declaration by Mr. Kasavubu to the effect lli.it the government 
has been dismissed has pist been broadcast over the radio. In the 
name of the government, in the name of the entire nation, I deny 
this report. Tlie president of the republic and I have at no time 
met to disems the subject. The government has been dcmocrati- 
calh elected by the people. It has the confidence of the people. It 
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can be removed fiom office only by the people. No one, not even 
(lie president of the republic, has the right to dismiss a government 
elected by the people; only the people can do so. The government 
remains in office and is continuing its mandate: to defend the peo¬ 
ple. the unity of the country, and its territorial integrity. It is we 
who appointed Mr. Kasavubu, who did not have the confidence of 
the people. Twelve of ns deputies had hceu endeavoring to find a 
compromise solution. II Mr. Kasavubu is chief of stjte. it is be¬ 
cause sse wanted him to be We could be as high-handed as he has 
been: we might withdraw the trust wc have placed in him and dc 
dare that !«• is no longer chief of state It is up to you. the people, 
to pass judgment today, to choose between a nun who is playing 
the game of the Belgian imperialists and a government that is 
working day and night to defend the people 

11 hit dtditralioii by Mr. Lumumba ir applauded by a number 
of people in the studio Shouts of "hong five Lumumba 1 ” l ong 
live the prime minister," and "Long live the republic.” ate heard ] 

At 9:30 P.M. and itgitui <it 10.05 ^ ,dl Uimt evening. l.timuntfM 
Spoke on the radio once more He openly accused the chief of <f ate 
of treason: "He is no longer the chief of state, the government has 
assumed the sovereign prerogatives of our republic " 

I wish to announce tlul a meeting of ministers will be held tlm 
evening to examine the situation created by the unexpected dec 
luration of Mr. Kasavubu, who has publicly betrayed the nation. I 
have not been consulted by Mr. Kasavubu. or by any minister or 
member of Parliament. The democratic process allows a govern 
incut to remain in office only if it is elected by the people and cn 
joys the people’s confidence. Wc have their confidence. We hast 
proved to the people and to the entire world that the national and 
popular government, which you brought to power in a free election 
in order to defend your interests and your national patrimony, has 
thus far worked to further the superior interests of the nation as a 


whole. Wc have spared no effort: we have worked twenty-four 
hours out of twenty-four to defend the people, who have long 
suffered from the oppression of Belgian colonialists. Our one aim is 
to scivc you, to defend you. 

il»c government tsioicc' tonight at the victory it has won today. 
Ves, it is indeed a victory, because today the people have realized 
who is ically defending them, who is working for them and who is 
working for the Bi ! fam 10 is foi the COUDU)' and wlm is against 
it. who is honest and who 1- not In DO COUIItl) of the world that 
cr. oy« democracy - d Ircedom has .1 government Ixen toppled 01 
Its leaders removed from office except by that nation's legislature. 
The entire country has elected its representatives - your deputies 
and SOWtOff Without illf Pailianuiil. which is the only 
1 of the without asking the advice of tin government 
in power. wIikIi wj« elected by the people and by Parliament, Mr 
Kasavubu lias betrayed us. Wc elected him chief u! state, even 
though lie did not dc'civ. such an office, bccaUIC wc thought lie 
was a brother. We juici him this honor even though I he people 
had no confidence in him. 

Not even three months, not even siv months have gone by since, 
and already he has turned -gainst the people. Ik is seeking lo dc 
Utoy the government of the people, the democratic government, 
the popular government, which lias bitterly fought the Belgian ag¬ 
gressor* — the enemies of our national independence and 0111 free¬ 
dom. the government that has earned your confidence and voui 
rape,!, the government that todav has saved the Congo, the gov 
eminent that recently issued to all the African states an invitation 
which declared that Uopoklvillc is not only the capital of the 
Congo, but the capital of all of Africa. At the very moment that 
the Congo was beginning to move ahead, at the very moment that 
the Congo had earned the admiiation of the entire world, Mr. Kittu- 
vubu has dealt it a severe blow, so as to drag the republic in the 
mud. so as to drag the government and the entire nation in the 
mud. 
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Hut the people are still on their feet. ITic Belgian imperialists 
with their arms, with their tear gas grenades, their arrests, then 
prison sentences, their butchery have not attained their goal Will 
Mr. Kasavubu attain his tomorrow? No, he will not. The Congo 
lose National Movement first of all, and then the African Solidarity 
party, the Hahibakat, the Cctca, and the other nationalist parties, 
the parlies that aic ill power, will withdraw their trust in him. lie 
is no longer the chief of state now. The government is now as 
Miming the prerogative! of power in our republic We .lie going 
take the necessary measures this evening to ensure sour protection 
and guarantee our territorial integrity, in accordance with tin res 
olution passed by the Security Council ol the United Nations. We 
arc going to call a meeting of Parliament, which has been flouted 
and insulted by Mr. Kasavubu. Parliament will also take a stand. 

.uni l oik the United Nations, the free world, not t.die in the 

internal affairs of the Congolese state, not to become the accom 
11 of a Belgian ma Miner, because what Ini happened toda 1 
a Belgian maneuver carried out through Mr KaMsubu. a plot 
hatched by Belgian and French imperialists. Wliencvet I went to 
Mr. Kasavubu'* office. I found these men there I lies arc the ones 
who have plotted this entire affair. I ask the United Nations to con 
tiliuc thcii mission of peace and pacification to ensuic the with¬ 
drawal of Belgian troops The internal affairs of the state an pcc 
cisclv that, and I ask the United Nations not to foisakc its mission, 
not to get involved in the dissension that has brought the govern¬ 
ment and Mr. Kasavubu face to face. We aic going to settle this 
matter ourselves through democratic procedure * within our Portia 
incut, within the framework of our national institutions; I a>k the 
United Nations not to complicate the situation and to allow the 
Congolese people themselves to exercise their sovereign powers and 
lesolvc their problems. 

Brothers, remain united, match hand in hand, victory is ourv 
Our republic no longer has a chief of slate; it has only a populai 
government. The Congo is not a monarchy. There is nothing but 
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a democratic government in any of the African countries. This sys¬ 
tem of a government that is a thing apart, of a chief of state who 
behaves exactly like a ling, was instituted by Belgian colonialists 
so as one day to sabotage our independence. And you now have 
proof of this. There is only a democratic government, as in all the 
African countries that stand behind us. Imperialists, their maiicu- 
vers, their plots — so many betrayals of Use world's consciousness! 

I address a solemn appeal to all Aftis.in countries, to all the beads 
of independent states in \frka, for what is going on in the Congo 
today puts the independence and the unity ol all African peoples 
to a severe test. What has happened just now in the Congo, tin- 
dci tin- pressure of Belgian imperialists, is .111 attack on the Congo¬ 
lese people. It is an outright violation of the icsolution passed by 
tmaimom vote onlv a to,-, do., .,4,, by all tin African counliiro 
that met togctlicr at the I-eopoklvillc Conference. I ask the great 
powers, which haw* often fought foi freedom and justice between 
men and nations, to support the efforts of the legal government of 
the Republic of the Congo. Tins government is determined to re 
slotc order, to guarantee the safety of all citizens. A referendum 
among the populace would 1* ample proof of how the people trust 
us. and those wl»o attempt to mislead international opinion will 
icali/c tomorrow that they have been badly mistaken. We have 
nisei attempted to impose oui will by force; on the contrary, we 
were elected by the people. I he Congolese people back their gov¬ 
ernment. 


Tint imr evening. September 5. an extraordinary settion of the 
Council of Ministers was called. The meeting lasted unfit 3 a.m . 
and at 3:23 a m. on September 6 Lumumba read a government 
communique oxer Radio Leopoldville. 
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COMMUNIQUE FROM THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO 

The Council ol Ministers, having met in extraordinary session 
Monday, September 5, 1960, communicates the following to Con 
golcseand international public opinion. 

'Hie Fundamental Law nl May 19. i 9 &>- the lavs ol the land in 
our republic until mch time as Parliament establishes a new ion 
stitution, has set specific limits on the prerogatives ol the chief ol 
state. 

Article :i reads as follows. "The chief of stale has no other pow 
ers than those expressly granted him by the aforesaid law He ex 
erases these powers, notably those mentioned in articles 16, and 
\i, only under the terms set forth in articles 17,19, and 30." 

I lie person of the chief of state is inviolable; article 19 thus 
clearly sets forth that only the government appointed by the U-gis 
I alive Chambers is responsible. Article :o stipulate. "No act of the 
chief of Stale is binding unless it is countersigned bv .1 
who by this fact alone becomes responsible for ft." 

Moreover, paragraph 2 of the same article adds. "A verbal or 
written order from the chief of state can in no ease absolve a min 
ixter from responsibility." 

It is clear from the foregoing that the chief of itatc has dibber 
ately violated the Fundament il Law and gone beyond the pteroga- 
lives panted him by the Parliament, the government, and the en¬ 
tire nation, by declaring that lie lus dismissed the government of 
the republic without regard for any established legal procedures. 

Since it is responsible only to the nations elected rcpiesenta 
tives, the government considers the verbal order announced b-. the 
chief of slate on the national radio on September >. 1960. to be null 
and void. 

The chief of state has heeded bad counsel and been sorely mis 
taken in his attempts to take advantage of article 22. which grants 
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him the power to "appoint and dismiss the prime minister and the 
ministers." 

Article 2i. paragraph 2. specifically states that "the chief of state 
exercise, these powers, notably those mentioned in articles 16, 22, 
and 52, only under the terms set forth in articles 17, 19, and 20." 
These articles in no way grant the chid of state the right to act di¬ 
rectly on his own personal initiatisi without regard to the legal pro¬ 
cedure established in the aforementioned articles. 

Having thus violated the oath of office Ik solemnly took on June 
aS. 19(0.111 the presence of the government and the two Chambets 
meeting in joint session, the chief ol state lias committed an act ol 
high treason, which automatically makes it impossible for him to 
perform his constitutional functions. 

The ministers, having n et in extraordinary session, declare that 
the chief of Hate Inn been removed from office, and that they have 
decided to convene the Parliament of the republic as soon as pos¬ 
sible. 

As tlies await the decision of the latter, the ministers, in council 
assembled, assume all tin prerogatives granted the chief of state. 
Mr. K..vavubn, under the terms of the Fundamental Law of May 
19. «9^> 

In mi doing, the government applies, in its entirety and to the 
letter, article ggof the aforementioned law, to which Mr. Kasovubu 
referred in Ins 1.1dm declaration, a law Ilut lie was the fust to vio 
late Article 5? states ' If Parliament is not in session or if the chief 
of state finds it impossible to assume his functions, the prime min¬ 
uter. after due deliberation in the Council of Ministers, is to con¬ 
vene the Clumbers as soon as possible, within thirty days at the 
latest.” 

In accordance with paragraph 2 of the aforementioned article, 
the Council of Ministers will assume the functions of the chief of 
state until such time as the Chambets have rendered a decision. 

The Council of Ministers cites the following points made by Mr. 
Kasasubu in his speech: 
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1. Mr. Kasavubu accuses the government of having plunged the 
country into a frightful civil war, whereas the government has 
merely defended the country against the brutal and unjustified jg. 
gression unleashed against the republic by the Belgian troops 

'Die government therefore immediately called upon the United 
Nations in order that a peaceful solution might be found as 
as possible. It o well known that all the nations meeting togcthci 
condemned the Belgian aggression and supported the unity and 
the territorial integrity of the republic 

a. I le asked the national arms to put an end to its fratricidal 
quarrels. All the people know that the Congolese soldieis, eager to 
defend the country, have merely safeguarded the integntv of 11a 
tional territory. 

Contrary lo the gratuitous accusation! of Mr Kasavubu, the 
troops <>f the national army did not engage in any fratricidal *|uar 
iH. i h. government and the Congolese people have nothing 
praise for the patriotism and heroism with which this haw thus 
far defended the nation against aggression and the seditious mow 
ments spread throughout the country by Belgian imperialists and 
their cohorts. 

V Mi Kasavubu has asked the national army to Lis down its 
aims and not regroup until after a period of training and untrue 
lion Hie government views this declaration is an indication that 
Mr Kasavubu intends to liavc the Congo occupied uiihtanls bv 
foreign troops and thus prevent the troops of the national arms 
from entering Katanga to liberate their brothers who has. been op 
ptes-td and enslaved by the Belgians and their straw man, Tshombe. 

The illegal act proposed by Mr. Kasasubu proves to the world 
tint he and his advisers wish to see the Congo fall apart in a thou 
sand pieces. 

the Congolese peoples feeling in this regard is well known- 
they will fight lo the end to defend the unity and the intcgrils 
of their national territory. 

4. Mi. Kasavubu declares that the United Nations will grant 


him resources to help him carry out his plans. Me has asked it to 
assume responsibility for maintaining peace and order. The govern¬ 
ment is aware that Mr. Kasavubu and his secret advisers arc at¬ 
tempting to use the United Nations to settle j purely internal con¬ 
flict. 

Faithful to its charter, the United Nations has always refused to 
meddle in the internal affairs of a sovereign state. 

The legal government of the Republic of the Congo firmly hopes 
that, like the United Nations, no nation will lend assistance or aid 
of am sort 10 those who aic attempting to prevent this government 
from exercising its sovereignty throughout the country. Because it 
is certain that it enjoys the proven trust of the entire nation and 
lias been assured of the support of the Security Council and all na- 
lions that lose freedom and justice, the legal government of the Re¬ 
public of the Congo assures mU matronal opinion that it will spare 
no effort to ensure the triumph of its just cause. 

M this point, die facilities 0/ Radio Leopoldville were dill until 
'tbl, to partnjm 0/ die prime minister. At 12 30 i*.M. on SVpfnn 
/* < ft. die African Solidarity party broadcast a statement support 
rug Lumumba and openly accusing the chief of state of being <1 
tool of Belgian and French collalmrators. 

On September 7 the Chamber met to discuss Kaxrvubi/* (fed- 
to dismiss Lumumba, and Lumumbas decision to dismiss 
ba-atvbu The de/tate began at 11:55 A M , "" 1 ended at p M- 
Several deputies guse speeches supporting one position or the other, 
and then the prime mini ter answered the members of Parliament, 
analysing each of the problems raised, especially that concerning 
the lifuufion in the provinces. 


LUMUMBAS REPLY TO THE CHAMBER 

Mr. President, dear honorable deputies, I take the floor in ac¬ 
cordance with article 38 of the Fundamental Law. which specifics: 
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"Ministers may participate in debates only in the Chamber of 
which they arc members. They may enter either of the Chambers 
and must be heard when they so request.' 

Yon must have adequate information about problems that con 
ecru you. You arc elected representative! of tlie nation and it is the 
government's duty to Veep you informed of its activities. I will be 
happy to answer all the remarks and criticisms put forward b\ the 
members of the opposition. 1 lie government is always in favor of 
constructive parliamentary opposition because such opposition is 
the practice in every country, t his opposition must not become ck 
structivcopposition within our Parliament, however. 

With regard to the arrest of certain nu mbers of Parliament.* I 
am going to give you a general explanation first: during the parlii 
mentals rccc". certain elected representatives, abusing the trust 
Hut the people had placed in them, took part in an action that 
favored neither the interests of the prop'., who had e’.cc led them 
nor those of the nation as a whole. I cite article 66 of the I umla 
mental Law, which stipulates: "No member of either Clamber 
mas br prosecuted or incited on a criminal chaigc without the 
.mthoii/ution of the Chamber of which he ;s a member, unless .q> 
pielicnded In flagrant* </e/iclo. (Apfilaute.l 

"No member of cither Clumber may be arrested when Parka 
menl is not in session without authori/ation from the officers of 
the Chamber of which lie is a member, except if apprehended in 
flagmnlc delklo, or legally indicted, or subject to a definite couit 
sentence. 

"’Hie detention or prosecution of a member of either Clumber 
may Ixr suspended if the Chamber of which he is a member so re 
quests, although such suspension u to be effective only for the du¬ 
ration of the parliamentary session in which such a request is 
made." 

* Minister Delvaux had just been arrested, lie hid si^r.ed the or-fei disnussir* 
Lumumba {atone with Justin Bomboko). As a nutter ot tael, tK Kalonji-MNC 
was the only party not represented in the government. Editor’s note. 
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But .s hat has happened? Certain members of the opposition are 
committing serious crimes and setting the populace a very bad ex¬ 
ample. I have documents proving that they arc guilty, and 1 am 
not the one who compiled these records. No government, no na¬ 
tion, no chief of state anywhere in the world could tolerate such 
a situation. 

T he Cate of Senator t ele 

line, for instance, is the ease of one member of Parliament who 
was arrested: Senator 1 ‘clc. a member of the Af.NC. I stress this 
fact in order to contradict Mr. Anckon/apa, who claims that in 
l'.quateur Province only mctnbcis of Parliament who do not belong 
to the MM arc being attested, though as a matter ul fact it is the 
Puna that t» in power 111 this province, and also in order to call 
sour attmtion to the fact that vers often statements ate made that 
do not correspond to the truth. The MNC lias also been receiving 
complaints from its own militants who have I seen given sentences, 
flu. is sslut the senator is accused of: during the parliamentary re- 
cos. he went to Stanleyville, where lie parsed himself oil a» i min 
istcr sent by Lmnumba, and asked a svairant officer from his tribe 
to put a detachment of soldiers at Ins disposal m order to organize 
a nc.grr.s Me t<«>k tlit'r soldiers with him to Isangi, the territory 
in which he was bom, where he called a congress, in the course of 
which lie decided that his tribe should no longer obey the territorial 
administrator; 'incc this territory was not in the hands of tin I" 
pokes, the tribe should set up its own territory. Moreover, he sent 
telegrams to the United Nations refusing to recognize the unity of 
the Congo, calling for a confederation, and approving Tshombe's 
action m katanga. There is very serious evidence against him in his 
police record, including supporting documents and the testimony 
of tribal chieftains in the area. The Senate formed a committee to 
investigate .Senator bclc's ease, and this committee came to the 
government to get information. I received them and allowed them 
to tec Fclc's record T he committee read it and took note of the 
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evidence of Senator Fele's guilt. At the request of the Senate and in 
accordance with the provisions of the law. he has been released on 
hail but must still appear in court. Ft thus cannot be said that there 
was no reason for arresting Mr Felc 

The Caw of Mr. Bolikango 

Before he went to b.quateur Province, Mr. Bolikango came to 
see me, accompanied by Mr. Dombo I he latter had said to me- 
"Lumumba, you were the one who pulled strings to get Mi Kas.i 
vuby < I' led < liief ol state, when there already were two candidates 
for tlu office. Voii had .1 parliamentary majority and you could 
have gotten Mr. Bolikango elected chief of state, but sou didn't, 
Irecausc you were afraid of tlu Bakongos. We are going to Kqua 
ten; then- will Ik- bloodshed, because we arc going to set up the 
Kcpnblk of Fquatcur" Mr. Bolikango and Mr. Dombo went to 
Mqmtctlr Province, in the company of the Consul-genual of Ik-1 
glum; Mr. Adrlaemens rh«) draw up a document (hat said: "The 
Republic nf Ivquatcur must Ik proclaimed. and there must Ik a 
break with the Genital Government; the unity of tin Gnngo mint 
therefore he rejected." I lics put pressure on the Provincial Cos 
eminent of l\(|ii.ilcur to accept tinii plan Mr Adrui mens drew 
up certain documents that arc in our possession, pionmmg the help 
of Belgium in currying out thn plan. 

Mr Bolikango went to I.iwrLt, where he stirred up Bangala sol 
diers and tried to get them to drive their Bakongo comrades out I 
received telegrams from the police in I ivrli rescaling lliis mancu 
ver and warning me that if I didn’t order Bolikangn’s arrest within 
two days, they would proceed to arrest him on -heir own authority. 
'I hese telegrams arc here in the file on him. It was the president of 
Kquatcur Province, a representative of the Puna elected by popular 
vote, anil his entire government, the majority of whose members 
belong to the Puna, the party that Mr. Bolikango is the leader of. 
who demanded that lie be arrested; it was not Lumumba or the 
central government that called for his arrest. When the members 


of this government came to Leopoldv ille, the members of the Puna 
who live m the capital put pressure on them and threatened them, 
thus forcing them to retract their statements. But the provincial 
president nonetheless went to see the minister of justice to ask him 
why In hadn't had the leader of the Puna party arrested. 

Mr. Bolikango has just been arrested. When I learned of this, 
Mr. Ngengc and Mr. Ngwenu pointed out that, regardless of the 
wav he had behaved, Mr. Bolikango's arrest would create a delicate 
situation; they asked me to prevent Ins imprisonment at all costs 
I nude arrangements: the minister of the interior went to Coqnil 
liatvillc to settle the nuttci amicably, lie came back, and no more 
wa. said about the matter. A short time later, I received a telegram 
informing me that Mr. Bolikango had been aircstcd. Where? In 
Ccmcru. By whose order? By order of the Provincial Government, 
Ixx.imt Mr. Bolikango was still waging his campaign despite every 
tlimg "We- must drive all the Mongos out; we must drive out all 
the tubes \»1k> don't belong in the province; we must set up a re 
public.' lie declared, lie was taken by |x»hcc officers from Gemena 
to Coqinllutville. and tlic Provincial Government then sent him 
h* is- under escort. The Ijw gives provincial governments broad an 
torn riiy; therefore, if j man is arrested by provincial authorities he 
10 0 he has committed tenons crimes, bow can L Lumumba, be 
ctpcctcd to oppose this and order luin set free? Either we respect 
the li" o: we don't. In Belgium, foe instance, an individual would 
not proclaim the province ol Antwerp independent in order to 
make a mocker\ of territorial integrity, rust because he belongs to 
the opposition or is tire president of a party If that happened, the 
person who proclaimed 'iidi a secession would be arrested that 
very day, whatever his title might be. 

* The Situation in Kasai 

As for that, I mvseif come from this province. When Mr. Ka- 
lonii encountered his first difficulties with the Belgians, I declared 
publicly that if Kalonji were not set free, I would have myself 
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taken prisoner too to demonstrate my solidarity. Every time I vis¬ 
ited Luluabourg, I stayed with Mr. Badibanga; I lived with him. 
We went all over Kasai lor a month and a hall to protect Kalonji 
from attack by the Balubas. I have never lud words with Kalonji. 

When we went to Luluabourg with the chief of state, we re¬ 
ceived a delegation Irom the .Muhiba Solidarity movement, and 
also one from Mr Kalonji's party. They told us they wanted a so- 
called "Mining Province." ‘I he chief of 'tatc and I answered: "Wc 
don’t have the right to sign an agreement about this matter here 
and now. Draw up your demand in tin proper form and send it to 
the Central Government, which will set up a commission to study 
the problem; surveyors will be sent out to set up the boundaries, 
because just setting up a province isn't enough: you must aho see 
to it that the inhabitants have decent living conditions. II ic gov 
eminent will he obliged to set up dispensaries, to lay out roads, to 
build schools, and so on . . this will cost millions of francs. If 
you have plans drawn up for all that, submit them to Parliament, 
which will decide, (or neither the prime minister nor the chief of 
date ran authorize you to set up an independent province, only 
Parliament can decide that.” [Ap^iuw.] 

I advised Mr. Ngalula to take as Ins imxlcl the solution that had 
been found for the province of Leopoldville, where there had been 
dissension between the Abako and the African Solidarity party. 
The Abako bad disregarded all legal procedure and set up an indc 
pendent province. With the intercession of Mr. Kasasubu himself, 
we found n compromise solution; since the Fundamental Law 
makes no provisions for a vice-president of the Provincial Assem¬ 
bly, we appointed Mr. Diomi vice-president of the Provincial Gov 
eminent. I suggested that he apply the same solution in Kasai un 
til such time as Baluba Province could lie legally created, through 
a decision of Parliament. We even assured him tliat we would be 
willing to intercede in his favor so that he would be named vice 
president of the government. He replied that this did not meet 
with his approval. I myself proposed that Baluba administrators 
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a:id only Baluba administrators be appointed throughout Baluba 
territory in order to restore peace among them. 1 gave Mr. Kalonji 
every possible guarantee of this. But unfortunately there is no such 
thing as legality as far as he is concerned. Even though all this was 
ust a simple question nf the ptopci procedure, lie wanted none of 
And what is happening now? Mr. Kalonji is making deals with 
the director of Foimini&rc; he is arranging with the board of ili 
aetois of Formini&ic to have planes sent, loaded with arms and 
ammunition These plane- arc registered under the name "Air- 
Kasai." 

We have intercepted all the telegrams regarding this matter. 
Headquarter- for the operation were set up in Brazzaville Get 
tain Balubas crossed the river, hoarded French or Belgian planes in 
Brazzaville, and flew ammunition to Bakwanga; some of these 
pljucv were intercepted in Luluabourg. Two of these individuals 
have h«n ..;>;>i:nkd generals and a thud oik -i colonel in Kalonji's 
army Mrs Kalonji wav aboard one of these planes. I have a list of 
tin passengers who were arrested. 'I he Belgians and the French 
have violated the integrity of our national territory. You are aware 
tint flying ove: the .nr space of a foreign country without autlioi 
i/jtmn is a very setiom crime. Since it was already dark and the 
Bakwanga airfield is not OUrfced, these planes landed in l.iilim 
’>mng and were taken over by our troops. Mrs. Kalonji had 720,000 
francs and seven pistols on her |>crson; she was accompanied by a 
Cfoup of fascists wIki had taken delivery of arms furnished by the 
Belgians ami the French in Older to equip Kalonji's army. I ic 
coved a telegram from the Provincial Government informing me 
llut the plane had hem impounded and its crew arrested. 1 im- 
mediate!, ordered Mrs. Kalonji’s release and the detention of all 
the other passengers. This was done. Contrary to what has been 
-*<1 by honorable Deputy Badibanga, Mrs. Kalonji is not in prison 
with the others, orders to give her complete freedom were issued 
immediately. Kalonji then set up headquarters in Katanga. If you 
had been listening to Radio Brazzaville, you would have heard that 
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}O0 men have left this province for Baksvanga, armed to the teeth 
hi I lie Belgians. You have no idea of the armi they have. This is 
<! huge conspiracy. Is this democracy? Tell me. could any govern¬ 
ment in power today, tomorrow, or the day after tomorrow tolerate 
such acts? If so, opposition and democracy in your opinion would 
mean that anyone who wanted to could create hi* own little re¬ 
public whenever lie pleased; anyone would have the right to go to 
the French to ask for arms to massacre his own brothers! . . . 
When the government takes measures to put an end to tln> state 
of affairs and sends troops to stop agitjtors. you blame it and a* 
cure it of oppressing people. 

Wlwt is now happening in the midst of this outright crisis’ 'Use 
Abako has made arrangements to send envoys to Katanga — Radio 
Brazzaville has announced this —in the form of.« delegation made 
up of meinbns of Ik Abako, the Puna, and the Kaknip-MNC 
i ll-' have boarded .< plane m Bnuavile and are headed for I 
belhvi 1 1 ten * dear proof of this—it has even been announced 
over the tadio. The Abako s complicity in the Katanga affair is 
plain to see. it is my duty ti drnoum it, and l "ill never be 1 
to speak the truth, for I (lid not foicc myself upon the nation as 
prime minister; I was freely elected, just as sou wen. I havx the 
right to defend the people to the very end. 

The Afiair of Mr. Kauvubu 

In all frankness, I personally admire \lr. Kasivuki a great deal, 
lie has always been my close friend; at no time whatsoever hoi 
there been the slightest quarrel between »>. either before or after 
independence. We have acted together up until now. 

I still remember that Parliament rlkl not want us to continue to 
travel about the country together. I know, of course, that you were 
uinecmcd for the safety of our lives I he chief of state told me 
forthwith how indignant he was at Parliament’s position. I met 
with Mr. Kasavubu every day; if there were questions to examine 
he would telephone me, and we would telephone each other all 


the time and arrange either to go to his home or to have me go to 
his office. At no time did Ml. Kasavubu voice the slightest ie 
proach, the slightest criticism of the policy being followed by the 
government. We were aware that the country was in imminent 
danger, because of the plots being hatched. You deputies have 110 
idea, but as head of government I have knowledge of so many of 
them that it would take me at least a week to tell you about them, 

I hat is why we decided that we would have to take action im 
mediately in the interests of the country, that is tn say, to declare 
a state of emergency We made- this decision together, not just the 
government alone or the chief ul state alone; even the draft of the 
decree drawn up by the government and the chief of state was 
diavticalU modified by the chief of state’s legal adviser; Mr. Kasa- 
suhu then signed it. And if he didn't approve —|A member 0/ 
the oppontkm interrupt* the prime minister and toy* that it is up 
to Partkment to dc.rJe whether a Hate of emergency exists and 
draw up the decree t he prime minister nnswvts.) 

No, this 1* not up lo Parliament; I will prove that to you in ;i 
moment. By signing this order, the chief of slate recognised the 
danger thicatc couotiy, and if h, had not appiovcd of tlii> 

measure, he would not have signed if. It n bccau»c of fins decision 
of the dm f of state that the government has acted, because one 
aitwlc of the Fundamental Law states; "Tile thief of stale can 
draw up ordinances and regulations that arc within the province of 
the executrix branch." Hie one Mi. Kasavubu signed was not a 
foniiil law. if it had been. Parliament would have had to vote on 
it A prosit ion exists whereby Hie government may make decisions 
it any time, to be ratified by Parliament within six months. Ihc 
government's acts have thus always been entirely within the law 
No one. no deputy, not even the opposition, can point to the 
slightest act on the pait of the government that is not in conform 
its ssith the Fundamental Law I defy anyone to do so, for there 
has been talk of the illegality of the action the government has 
taken. I his is not true. Us ers thing lias been done according to the 
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law. The friends of the Abako arc no longer an opposition patty; 
they arc an obstruction part} I am telling you this and speaking 
to you frankly so that sou may have all the facts. When the gov 
eminent was formed. 1 personally suggested to Mr. Kasavubu that 
Mr. Pinal he appointed minister of foreign affairs. And wha: 
his reply? "I don’t want that; von re dca'.-.ng with me; there's no 
need to call on any other Mukongo; I'm the only one sou should 
deal with.” Then at least two weeks ago I suggested giving Mr. 
Nzc/a-Landu a post in the government, because we wanted to 
make changes in it. And what did he reply? "That's out of the 
question; these arc all people who arc still against me" ITh* »w 
fority applauds, while the opposition look, crestfallen and mur 
mur*,] I am here to speak some home truth- Everything the dip 
titles of the Ai’ili• i; iii..:.. " I i 'I. disc Even in 
themselves, there arc a number who arc against Mr Katasuhu; 
they arc beginning to fall out among themselves! I for my part 
have never discussed tins question of the llakongos; this arc broth 
crs. Moreover, in order to prove to you that I have never at any 
lime t*xn against Mr. kasavubu, I must tell sou that if hi i- chief 
of state today, it is because of me; it is thanks to me. Lumumba, 
that Mr. Kasavubu has l>ccn put in such an elevated position 

|Fr<!ttfic applause from the majority. Mr. Co/m i/iouft from hit 
bench: “Bravo! Bravo!'') 

There were two candidates, Mr. Kasavubu and Mr. Bolikango; 
each of them came to tnc to ask me to use my parliamentary mi 
jority in his favor. I told them: "I don't want to become chief of 
stale myself because I'm still too young; I would rather work. I 
would like one of the two of you to have this post." I know that 
certain deputies, even some from the opposition, did not want Mr. 
Kasavubu to be appointed chief of state because he is a separatist; 
they preferred Mr. Bolikango. The danger that these individuals 
feared has now materialized. [Applou-e from the majority: a ft w 
noises and murmurs from the opposition benches.] If I ask the 
elected representatives of the nation to dismiss Mr. Kasavubu as 


chief of 'late, he won't he chief of state any more. [“Go ahead and 
tn ! the Abako group shouts.] Yes. I repeat, thanks to otu political 
strength, lie won't be chief of state any more I don't need to do 
this because I am the one. along with other parties and my own, 
who saw the danger of secession and said. “Let's get together, Kasa 
vubo and Bolikango arc both brothers of ours; let's look for an 
area of agreement and safeguard the unity of the country." We got 
together then; I talked the matter over with Mr. Gi/enga and with 
friends in the African Solidarity party, and we all eventually agreed 
to vote for Mr. Kasavubu. So after having freely elected him ves 
tefday, after having put him in power, we can’t remove him from 
office today. 

[Noun and murmurs from a feu benches. "You're going tn dis- 
min him an ynuy," Mr. Mopipi interjects.) 

Certain of our brothers, Bakongo deputies if you please, are 
against Mr. Kasavubu. against the Mukongos. What course were 
csenls about to take in Leopoldville Bros nice? The Abako tried to 
hold a congress, the outcome ol winch was to Ik- the proclamation 
of the Re public of the I ower Congo |"Nc»f Noi” the Jhrkongo dtp 
uf/o proleit Yes, yes. that's a proven fact, and we must not fail 
to recognize the authority ol the Provincial Government, whose 
leaders are from the PSA. Thru arc certain things I could reveal 
to you. but I prefer nut to tell you about than. (“Reveal f/icml" 
the cpp. srtron demands] When there were demonstrations in the 
rife, didn't the chief of state demand that Mr. PetiPeti lie re 
moved from office for not permitting a parade, for preventing; the 
chief of date from passing through his commune? Me told me to 
remove him from office for that' Laughter from Mr. PetiPeti. 
Do you want me to reveal all that? And what did I reply? "I re 
fuse to As for Mr. Kama's appointment to the post of state com¬ 
missioner, when I presented my government team, everything was 
settkd. everybody agreed, and Mr. Kama was appointed state com¬ 
missioner of the province of leopoldv ille 
The Parliament voted, and then secret deals were made. Mr. 
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Kama's appointment was approved bv the Senate. I he minister 
of the interior drew up the document appointing him more than 
a month ago. but Mr. Kasavubu refused to sign it; lie refused to 
make the appointment because he wanted a Mukongo to occupy 
this post. Do sou think that's lionest? When the Senate had al 
ready approved and confirmed the appointment of a candidate 
whose name was submitted by the government, the chief of state 
refuses to appoint him! Mr. Kama came to me and objected vio¬ 
lently, is that not so? Is that what sou call democracy? If wc had 
voted Bolikango in as chief of state, if we had not made the wrong 
choice, I don't believe we'd be having all tins trouble wc'rc going 
through now. 

Tin Affair of Russia 

'I lim is talk of communism; all suits of stories arc c rt '>'g around 
about me, Do son knoss, ms dear friends, tint certain individuals 
arc playing imperialism's game? During the electoral campaign, the 
Catholic missions printed pamphlets and distributed them every- 
wh re, in* .. were even delivered to church telling people 

not to sole for lamnimbi, not to vole for Kaslumura Did the pen 
pic listen to them? No! I he people soled for us; there i no point 
in even reminding you of that, for you know how tiic elections 
turned out I don't mind in the slightest when people cjII me a 
communist; I'm not one and I never will be. [Appfamr.j The real 
farts, ms dear honorable deputies, ire these since I have been 
prime minister, I have been suited time and again by trade rim 
lions from the United States, France, Germany, Belgium and so 
on . . . and they base proposed one agreement after another to 
me. I have not accepted them, and because they have realized that 
there i> no way to corrupt our government, they arc waging a cam¬ 
paign against it. 

When the disturbances first started. I decided not to call on any 
one blot or nation; we asked the United Nations for help, because 
it is neutral; wc were the ones who called on them, not the mem- 
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bers of the opposition who are talking about communism. The 
United Nations answered our appeal and forced the Belgian troops 
to clear out of the country. 'Hie resolution of July i,| slates that 
WC authorize the secretary general of the United Nations, in co¬ 
operation with the Congolese government, to take all measures 
necessary to furnish the military aid wc need.” When the United 
Nations troops arrived, the country was in the midst of two con- 
tints: an external one with Belgium and an internal one l>» you 
think Tshombe is really the one who is behind vvliat is happening 
in Katanga' No! Who provided all the planes that are in his prov- 
" Kt ,!l ' minute? It wj» the Belgians; and they also gave him 
tin arms and ammunition vtored in the depots on the base in Ka- 
nuiia Where is the plane that the Ccntul Government turned 
t,, Mr Kasavubu for hu pctson.il use, the one we traveled in 
shortly after independence? Flic Belgians took it away and gave it 
to I sliornbc. (Applause.) Since our command plane had been taken 
awav from us. I asked the secretary general of the United Nations 
to help us, to lend ov another one so that we could restore order m 
the country. Hie secretary general said "Tim is not of the llightCIt 
concern to me. ’ Re. ausc of these arms provided by the Belgians, 
«kv<n, of our brothers arc being killed every day in Katanga, You 
arc not aware of what is happening m this province, where a very 
pow.rhil radio tni Ml i been installed that In. . I • 

every day Where did Tshombe gel the money to install it' What 
the Belgians luxe already done with Tshombe. they're now doing 
with Kakm;i. 

I went to the United Nations to defend our cause myself, so 
that no nation would meddle in om affairs, because the secretary- 
general of the United Nations wouldn’t help us. He said that he 
could not interfere in an internal conflict and that the only reason 
he had come was to get the Belgians to leave. I asked him whether 
the United Nations wouldn't intervene if we were being murdered, 
lie replied that it would not. Not only have our airplanes been 
Stolen; they have also taken anus from us. Not one soldier lias a 
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weapon in Equatcur Province, the Belgian troops have seized them 
all. What reason does our government have for existing if it cannot 
piotcct the people? 

When I asked Mr. Bundle for a plane to take me to the United 
States, he told me he didn't have one, but that he coukl arrange 
for me to borrow a Soviet plane that had just flown in provisions 
I telephoned the United States ambassador to tell him I would 
rather travel in an Ameiican plane. Did he put a plane at ins dis 
posal? No! (App.Wiv.) f was then obliged to ask Ghana, to ask Mr. 
Kwamc N’Krumah, to help me He lent me a plane, thanks to 
which I was able to make the trip. Kven though the United Na¬ 
tions hod come here to help OS, it refused me a plane, despite my 
being the head of government Recently a delegation of membcis 
of Parliament and the vice piesidcnt of tlic council went to America 
mi that Parliament could see what we were doing and teali/c that 
our policy wav unchanged, and thus not be inclined to mitt rust me 
That was why l went to tarn rft a with • commission ot depath 1 
senators. Mr. Wcrcgcmcie, who headed this mission, did a magnifi¬ 
cent job, bringing to light a great many of the irregularities and 
underhanded dealings the Belgians had engaged in. to out detri¬ 
ment, within the International Bank and the International Monetary 
Fund. Can it he said that we have failed to call on Parliament to 
help us in our task? When Mr. Gi/enga ami the delegation of mem 
bets of Parliament were about to leave for America. I asked the 
secretary-general of the United Nations to allow tlicm to travel 
aboard his plane. .V von all know, he refused. Having thus been 
deprived of any means of seeming the necessary transportation, 
what were we to do? Take wing and miraculously flv to the United 
States? They say that they arc against communism, that they arc 
against the Soviet Union, and yet when we aik them for help, they 
refuse it and choose instead to help Tshombe and all the people 
who arc hatching plots and making plans to set up another economic 
dictatorship in our country. That is the sort of campaign that is 
being waged. 


SEPTEMBER i960 


The doth can be hidden, you know, but in the end it will always 
triumph! (Prolonged applause.] All those speeches in which I am 
accused of being a communist, in which I am said to Ire planning to 
turn the Congo into a Soviet Union, are in fact being written by 
the Belgians and the French. When I visited the chief of state last 
Saturday. I discovered Mr. Ghcl (?), Mr. Van Bilseu, Attorney 
Ctoquez. in a word an entire general staff set up there to draw up 
all these plans aimed at balkaniring the Congo! [Applause] And 
the people must be told of all this. I am not afraid to bring all this 
to light. 

IjsI Saturday was the last time I had any contact with Mr. Kasa 
vubo I am going to tell you what brought this meeting about. It 
took place because of yet another plot I had just uncovered, which 
had developed as follows: Tin minister of finance CbOKIt by the 
Abako went to Geneva with Mi Delvaux not lung ago to negotiate 
I Ik- i|u« stion of oui national hank and that of the funds belonging 
to us which the Belgians had confiscated, for it had turned out. you 
see, that wildcat on (line $c, iq6d, the day our independence wnj 
proclaimed, our gold icsnvcs amounted to v764.coo.ooo francs, liv 
August 1; all we had left was 1.764.000 ,too fraud — in other words, 
the miraculous disappearance of two billion francs that Belgium 
had departed in H uri bank in BruaMb, apparently lo sot up 
a hank in Rwanda Burundi) These underhanded dealings have 
|ust been discovered by the mission sent lo Geneva. Mr. Delvaux, 
moreover, is present here and can testify to this, ns can the other 
mcmbeis of the delegation. 

The Belgians now say that they ate willing to give this money- 
back to us. Mr. Dcls-aux telephoned me from Geneva asking my 
permissaon to sign the plan drawn up foi the national hank, wliieli 
he thought was excellent I told him I didn’t approve, that it should 
not be Signed but rather brought back line and presented for ex¬ 
amination by the council, which would study it point by point and 
line by line and after having approved it would submit it in turn 
to Parliament. Mr. Delvaux did as I asked; the plan was brought 
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back to us by the delegation, which I received this past Friday. The 
minister of finance and Mr. Delvaux informed me of the situation 
at a meeting of the council. Article 6 of the plan, which describes 
the Monctniy Council that is to nin the bank, stipulates: 

Tin Monetary Council is to k headed by a temporary director 
appointed by the chief of state on the recommendation of the sec 
rctary gcneinl of the United Nations It ■> also to include a treas¬ 
urer and lour numbers appointed bs the chief of state on the 
recommendation of the minuter of finance, in consultation with 
the United Nations. 

[Expressions of disapproval from the Clumber 
1 have fold the minister of finance and Mr. Delvaux that this n 
unacceptable and that I will never approve. NVe aic a sovereign 
stale, we will mate our own national bank Why should it be the 
secretary general of the United Nations who appoints a director foe 
m, the end icsull of which will be that all the powers will be privy 
to our policy and our financial situation and will thus be able to 
plot together to bring about a devaluation of our money? 'Ibis is 
out "i Uh qw tti *n it is up t" in, to our government, to choose 
people we trust to run our bank; it is not up to the secretary general. 

whpeouk force on m men wh.ghth spies If we need expert*, 

we will send out a call for them ourselves; no one can force us, 
where will oui independence have gotten us if out kink, the vciy 
noiikc of tin- vitality Of our state, is to be tun by foreigners? Since 
the council did not approve the plan, we turned the project over 
to a special commission that is to reexamine it; this commission is 
made up of Mr. Nguvulu and other ministers. At tint point, certain 
member* of Parliament needed copies of tire specs lies I delivered at 
flic opening and closing of the Pan-African Conference. I sent the 
texts to the Printing Office of the Republic so that a number of 
copies could be made, I called the director of the printing office 
and asked him to do this, and Ire apologized and said ’I’m still 
working on a very urgent job, printing fisc hundred copies of a text 
setting up the national bank." I was astonished to hear him mcn- 
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tion pnntrng the text of the law creating the national bank when 
the government had not yet signed it and Parliament had not even 
debated it. I asked him to show me the text. 1 read; “Joseph Kas,i- 
xubu. President of the Republic Know all men by these pres¬ 
ents . . .' arid saw that the text was signed by the minister of 
finance. Is the government to be held responsible for such acts, 
when neither il nor I have any knowledge of them’ The chief of 
state and tire minister of finance - who is a Mukongo - have made 
.. deal between the two of them to create a national bank with the 
participation of the smetaiy-general of the United Nations. [Boos 
and ihuutf of diuipprnuit from the Cfnmiber.] ’I he moment I dis¬ 
covered this. I wrote the following letter: 

Note for Mr. Nlayi (tin pioof of his guilt is that he is absent 
from today’s session): 

Mr Minister, 1 .hi. surprised to Irani Hi it you ii ivc submitted to 
Parliament a draft law creating a Cmtiil Congolese Hank without 
notifying me and without lire government's having icaclud a dc- 
‘•'ion 00 thn nutter. Thu dralt law, which has not been approved 
by tire gostnuiHTil. has already Irecn scut to the printing offfc to 
Ire punted In the <«»ir. of the meeting held yestculay, Scptcmbci 
a. i960, which son attended, tin Council of Ministers decided to 
submit the plan for retting up a nation d bank to a special cnnums 
sion for examination. This commission his not yet picsciiUd ill 
C'inchi>wnv No dial! law can Ire submitted to Pailiamcnt without 
prior approval from the Council of Ministers, which is responsible 
lor the government's policy. 

I Wish ail immediate explanation of tire foregoing. 

If what I am telling you is false, let Mr. Delvaux, who was pres 
cut and who went to Geneva with the minister o( finance, tell us 
what the truth is. Mow could this draft law, which is being examined 
by the commission. base already been sent out to lie printed? The 
minister of finance, Mr. Nkayi, tells me that lie was not the one who 
sent it out to be printed, but that perhaps it was the chief of state; 
the only thing he had done was prepare a dossier on the subject foi 
me! I telephoned the chief of state; I went to see him in his office 
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on Saturday, and we talked of certain problems having to do with 
the general situation, among other things. I esen told him about 
the situation in Kasai, where Monsignor Nkongolo had left Luebo 
and headed for Bakwanga, dressed in civilian clothes. because he 
had been appointed a general in Mr. Kalonji’s arms! 

("No! No!" the opposition protests, while the majority smites; 
Mr NzezaLandu maker a move to leave the Chamber, shouting 
insults, and several member .. of the opposition follow his example] 

THE PRESIDENI OP THE CHAMBER. Mr. N'ze/a LaiKlll. SOU do not 
have permission to lease. 

mb. lumumb.s. Honorable deputies, son knoss hus« it is hi hfe. 
when a person runs out of valid arguments, he resorts to insults 
[Applause,) 

Monsignor Nkongolo ss-as distributing arms in Baksvanga and was 
ailisted. I had rcccised a telegram from the Surety informing me of 
lliis I mentioned this to the chief of State Ml that he too would 
know what ssas going on ill Kasai. I said to him Here's a telegram 
I've just received from hV.ii. ‘Hie monsignor has left laicbo and 
gone to Baksvanga; he was caught distributing arms tlieic. Whit do 
you think Ilf that?" After having discussed this incident, I nude 
him the following proposal: "In view of the ICffounKW of the 
situation at this time, I believe that we should sec each other a« 
Often as possible from now on, and that a little inner circle nude up 
ol a few ministers and ourselves sliould meet from tune to lime to 
examine svh.it is happening, so ssc can arrive at decissons together, 
and I will then pass them on to the council. so that sou can take 
part in the government's action, though sou will not be held re 
sponsible for it." I added that I svoukl prefer that certain provisions 
of the Fundamental lass he disregarded while we worked out a was 
of collaborating more and more closets on the executive level He 
told me that he agreed, and that it was a scry good plan. If rj, at 
this point that I mentioned the draft law that had been sent to the 
printing office. "How docs it happen. Mr. President, that you've 
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Signed this draft law when 1 wasn't the one who submitted it to 
sou?” I asked him. He replied that lie had no idea what was going 
on. that he didn't know a thing aboot it, and asked me to give 
him the text so lie could see what it was all about. I refused and 
promised to send him a photocopy and said I’d look into the matter 
further. 'Hut wav On Saturday, September 3. 

I wrote another letter to Mr. Nlayi. 

Mi. Minister of Finance: 

With irfcience to my letter no. — of September 3, uj<>0, I spoke 
with the chief of state last Saturday. He claims tlut lie knows 
nothing wlutwnsu .ili.n l the tubmirion to 1 ' of the draft 

law on the creation of tin national bank 'Hit situation is thus 
qiito plan It b proven fail tlu! It was yi-.il own nflkv that m 
milted this draft law. which had not Ixcn approved, to Parliament. 

I Micro that sou cr await of the KrioutotKof such an act, I want 
a it pis from sou immediately I must bung this affair before tin 
couiKi! and aik it to pass judgment. 

I his letter was w ritten on Monday. (LuiiiuihJm shows it to the 
Assembly.] Up until that moment, nothing had happened between 
the chief of stale and me; there had been no criticism of any sort 
While I was at my home, I was suddenly notified that Hie chief 
of state had just given a spec li on onal radio mnouncing 

mv dismissal. I was astonished, foi if lie had had any explanation*, 
any remark*, any criticisms to communicate to me, I had been with 
him the Saturday before ami he should base brought them up: 
"Mr. I‘mix Minister. I am not in fasor nf the poliis sou aic follow 
mg m this area or that; isn't tin 1C IO»e way to change it? Couldn't 
sou act. rather, in this way ot that?" If at that point I had refused 
ins adsicc and thus caused dfr Wlri oO between 111, lie could then 
have brought the affair befoie Parliament, which after due delibera¬ 
tion could hase dismissed the government, as was its light and its 
right alone. 

Article of the Fundamental 1 aw, which slates that the chief 
of state appoints and dismisses the prime minister and the ministers, 
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i* *1>C '"It of provision that exists in every constitution in the world; 
that of Belgium also says that the king appoints and dismisses the 
prime minister and the ministers, but in no case lias the king, who 
is the "Sovereign King,” the "Constitutional Monarch,'* in his 
country ever dared do such a thing; whereas in our country, tire 
chief of slate is only an elected official and has no right to dismiss 
a government simply because he so pleases; that is not done! (Pro¬ 
longed applause.) 

After hearing this news, I went to the national radio studies, for 
I doubted very much that it was true; Mr. Kasavubu was a man 
I '<1 gotten along with so well up till that moment! When ! got to 
Hie Information Smite Office, I found out that it wa» true tiny 
hurl the text of the speech, signed by Kasavubu He had read i* and 
left it there. I told myself that even under the most fascist dictator 
*Klp In the world, you couldn't < ii ran a patty official by simply 
giving i speech on the radio and declaring: "I've dismissed so and 
vo,” Such a president would be dangerous, and a step such as this 
clearly goes beyond even those taken under totalitarian regimes. 
When a chief of state is planning on dismissing the government. Ik 
culls the head of it in and tells him why In every country in the 
world, if there is a government crisis it is Parliament that must re 
solve it. But what does our chief of state do’ He give a speech our 
the radio and says: 

"My dear compatriots, I have an extremely important piece ol 
news to announce to you lire prime minister, w/ro was app>,inted 
by the king of the Helgians 

That is a lie light there Was it the king of the Belgians or was 
it you here who appointed me? 

“—has betrayed the mission assigned him." This is to try to tell 
the people that Lumumba >' not a minister democratically elected 
by the people; it was King Baudouin who put him in office "He has 
resorted to arbitrary measures which have sown discord within the 
government and among the peopleWhat government docs be 
mean? My entire government has been in perfect accord, and is so 
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as we deliberate here today. And what soil of discord have I sown 
among the people? Since June jo, all we have done is fight against 
the enemies of our independence. 

He has governed arbitrarily. . "He has no proof of this what¬ 
soever. "He has deprived many citizens of fundamental ficcdoms 
and now he is plunging the country into a frightful civil war." In 
his view, our wanting to get Katanga back into the republic vo as 
to hbeiate 0111 brothcis is a frightful civil war, because Ik has been 
consorting with Tshombe. Whereas the fact of the matter is that 
the Central Government's victory in Katanga is a victory over im- 
pviialisin. That i> why I have demit'd it necessary to dismiss Ihc 
goviinmcnt immediately, and I do so by virtue of the constitu 
1 tonal powers vested in me," 

Noticed the contradiction, lire text of the speech in which he 

nmouaoed that he was dismissing tbt govt.mtdocs not hear the 

signature of > single minister; here is (Ik document. |’J 7 ie prime 
mini'll' 'how* ffi«- test of the chief of date's speech to the As¬ 
sembly.) 

MR MOHI1. We arc here to build, not to destroy. |/\ sfir in the 
Chamber.] 

mi. ini siii nt o»' tin ciiAMiiK Order, order, it is dangerous. . . 
mil LUMUMBA. Honorable deputies, if you have come here to 
shout, you can howl like chimpanzees and none of iis will he able 
to hear each ether, for every oik has a mouth. 

"I have appointed Joseph Hen prune minister, and he is to take 
office immediately. Mr. Ileo is to form the new government.” So 
the new government is already in power! There is no such thing for 
him as a vote cf confidence by Parliament, there is nothing. He sent 
for Colonel Mobutu this morning; the colonel tame, and the thief 
of state handed him an order which reads: 

We. Kasavubu. |cscph. Chief of State, in view of the provisions 
of the Fundamental Law of May 19, i960, and in particular -iiticlc 
Ji of this law. hereby order: 
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Mide I. Mr. Lumumha. Patrice, number of tlu Chamber of 
Deputies, is to be removed from his functions o Prime Minister 
and fioni any other ministerial function. 

Article II. Messrs. Mwamlw. Rcmy; Cbcnve, Chn.tophc; Ki.ha- 
niura, Anicet; Bolamba, Antoine, Cucnga. Antoine, ar.d Lurnbala. 
Jacques, arc removed from their functions, those respectively of 
Minister of Justice, Minister of tin Interior, Minister of Infonna 
lion, State Secretary for the Ministry i>f Infonnation. Vice-Prime 
Minister, and Stale Secretary in the Office of tlu President of the 
Council of Ministers. 

Article III. Mr IWo. |oscph. Senator, is appointed Prime Min¬ 
ister. Minister ol National Defense, jrvd Minister of |ustice. |Boos 
from t ho Assembly.) 

Article IV. Our Prime Minister, Iko, Joseph, is to be responsible 
for the execution of the pnsinr order, which is to lie effective im 
mediately. [Boos and laughter from the majority benches 

Kxccutcd in Leopoldville. September s. 1960. 

I bis document is false; lie drew it up when he realized that the 
government had denounced the illegal nature of his act 
Hear members of Parliament, Ik tween 11s. as brothers, without 
(Mission, setting all p.uty cnmidii.itions aside, whether they he those 
ril the MNC, the PSA, the PNP. or the Abako — I ask you; didn’t 
Mr. Kaiavubu insult Parliament hv his action? (Yes' Yn.'J Did he 
have the right to do such a thing? [No.' No,') Kven if the government 
no longer has the confidence of Parliainent. it b a member of the 
majority who is called upon to form the new government; this is 
"hat is always done in every country, for lire majority party can be 
assured of obtaining a vote of confidence from Parliament. If |ust 
•my individual is asked to form .1 government, he will come before 
Parliament all by himself; lie may have bought off two or three 
deputies for ioc.oco francs, but he will never have the confidcnec 
of Parliament because he docs not have the majority required. The 
leader asked to form a government, after first consulting the vanous 
parties and having assured himself that lie has a majority, presents 
his mission to the chief of state and informs him that he has the 
required majority to go before Parliament in order to obtain its vote 
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of confidence. It is only after such a vote that the chief of state 
appoints the head of government, and in r.o case is such a step taken 
before the leader forming a government has obtained a vote of con¬ 
fidence from Parliament. These arc simple notions of basic proce¬ 
dure that have escaped Mr. Kasavulni. or else his advisers, such as 
Van Bihm. who is at his side at every moment, have made him 
take this plunge. 

Someone hands the prime minister <1 message from the chief of 
state addressed to .Mr. M'Buyr, miiii-ter of middle classes.) 

mi. luuumba. The chief iif state has just written a letter. See — 
everybody recognizes Mr. Kusavubu’s signature, [lie shows the letter 
to the Assembly to prow that it is authentic, and then reads if.) 

Mi. Joseph M'Buvi 
Minuter ol Middle CUsvet 
Uopoldvilk 

Mr. Joseph M’Buvi. Minuter; 

Please note that tin ministers are present. We have the honor of 
informing you that 1 council of tlmsc minister* who luve not bt<n 
dismisw il will b< held in our mkkitcc tins Wednesday, September 
7, at f(MII o'clock simp. Wd will piciidc over tfcU OXtMOldin t Jl 
council. We arc counting Absolutely on your being On re. 

The President ol the Republic, Kaiavubu. 

Here ii the declaration of the Council of Ministers. Look, every 
one |/re shows it . it bears the signatures of all the ministers, with 
the exception of two or three traitorous individuals; 

We the undersigned. Ministers of the Central Government, have 
learned of the order, which is illegal in and of itself, signed by the 
Chief of State and countci’igned by Ministers Delvaux and Bom- 
boko, dismissing the Prime Minister, Patrice Lumumba; the Vice- 
Prime Minister. Antoine Giwnga; Ministers Kaslumura, Allied; 
Gbcnyc. Christopbc; Mwamba. Rcmy. and State Secretaries Ho- 
mamhj. Antoine and Lurnbala, Jacques. The other Ministers not 
affected by this irrevcniblc decision solemnly declare their total 
support for tlieir Prime Minister Lumumba and all their other col- 
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leagues in (he government The entile government stands as 00c. a. 
constituted on June 15. i960. This may well be a question ot 
machinations to divide the government on the part of those who 
axe seeking only to exploit our country. 

We declare that changes in thi niinisteii.il team can In made 
only by the Prime Minister. sUi' dnm Me for the polKs 

of the government before Parliament and Ihs nation Clungo in 
the government will be made immediately upon receipt of sugges¬ 
tions from Parliament. 

Executed in Leopoldville. September 7. i960. 

[Applauu] 

III his speech Mr. Kasavubu addressed the national army 

I ask .mother thing. I can formally assure tli members of |H« 11. 
tion.il army, the constabulary, and the police, as weM as ciwi sen-- 
ants, that they will be paid all the wages slue them and be presided 
the rations that ion n have gone without. 1 ask the national 
arms to put an end to all fiactncul.d quarrels onec and foe all and 
to lay down their arms temporarily. 

This is an act of high treason! A d I or head of go 
merit cannot ask the army to las down its arms. Om chief of state 
is doing so in order to allow foreign powers to occnpy the country 
militarily. |/V>/i.Wv from the majority bemhn and protect from 

the opposition.) 

Tint rnrsiDENi or mi. chamber. Order, order. 

mb. LUMUMBA. This is also an insult to om national army, which 

has .. vigilant in recent days. | assure you, gentlemen, you owe 

vour lists to these soldiers; (Iks arc the ones who have saved sou. 
[Applaute,] Why would we allow soldiers, even from friendls Ain 
can countries, lo come and occnpy our country wink our own 
soldiers sit around doing nothing? That is disgraceful! If you feel 
that you’re not mature enough to safeguard our independence, sou 
should say so publicly. [Applause.] Who can count how many limes 
our soldiers liase been humiliated? We demanded that they guild 
the buildings on our airfields; they are our national pride; but the 
United Nations troops took oscr the control towers and treated ou: 
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soldieis like little children! Can a nationalist tolerate such a situa¬ 
tion’ When someone comes to help you, he doesn't seize power; he 
doesn't take over all the positions of leadership and run the govern¬ 
ment! Mr. Lundula. a general in the national arms appointed by 
the chief of state. Mr. Kasavubu, Hess to Stanley sillc yesterday on a 
peacemaking mission. \\ hen lie returned, the United Nations 
troops threatened to fire on tin plane he was on if it landed at 
VDjili airport! 'I he plane had to turn back; we do not know 
whether it tan out of gas 01 not on the return flight; there is no 
mw> of the general If he should happen to be killed in an accident, 
who would be responsible? The United Nations, 

As soon as the announcement by the president of tlu republic 
was broadcast. Mr Kamitatu, who was visiting Gungu, radioed that 
he sided with the Central Government, that it had his total support, 
and lli.it the entire populace of the province ol IcopoldvdU dis- 
apixoud of the dc« ismn of the chief of state. App/amtf.] Mr. Kami 
talus executive secretary worked with ns throughout I lie night, and 
asked iik- to send a plane for the provincial president. I made ai 
raiigimcnti with Sabena ami seemed a plane. The United Nations 
tt-«o|»s tcfti'cd to allow the plane to go get Mr Kamitatu, and thus 
the provincial president was practically a prisoner. He is unable to 
return for the moment, and neither is General I undula. You should 
Me what state the airport at N'Djili is in. Ili< United Nations 
troops luxe occupied it and strung barbed wire all met it Ansi lh.il 
was laimumbi s doing too! 'Applause.] I went lo the national radio 
station that same day. and United Nations soldieis tried to keep 
me out. A Swedish officer followed me all the way to the broad 
casting studio and told me I couldn’t go on the an. I asked him 
what right he had to brazenly forbid me to speak on our national 
radio. Me threatened to tdcphoncgcncr.il headquarters. I then said 
to him: ' Sir. we don't want any trouble. Oct out of this studio; 
you're meddling in an internal affair— the very argument you use 
to refuse us vour services; the Belgians ate going on with their tin 
derhauded maneuvers m Kasai and you don’t say a word, but you're 
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in a Wg hurry to take over our radio and usurp our power' I wrote 
three letters yesterday asking for help from the United Nations 
special representative; Minister Kanza went to see turn with a dele- 
Ration; the vice-president of the council called on him at n p.m, 
but he refused to answer our appeal, he categorically refused to see 
us. As far as the United Nations is concerned, there is no govern 
ment any more; it is going to run the government it«clf! People arc 
asking why the national radio isn't broadcasting any mote —have 
we closed it down? I have spoken with soldiers who have said: "We 
,n ’* ' toe Chid 0# state's orders; none of us can lav down our 

lifles; we're all still on our feet" Isn't that ptoof of the' confidence 
that the people and the army have in the government? Applau.c. 
A number of members are restless and complain that the session 
lui.\ lasted too long.) 

PI " S "* K ' or mi CHAMUI». Listen, Mr Madudu. be patient, 
it will be your turn to speak in a little while 

MH. LUMUMBA. Honorable deputies, von yourselves sakl at the 
beginning of the session that we’d stay here till midnight if ncccv 
sary. The nation s people ham the light to know cvervlhing. 

Gentlemen. I will go on with »hlI I Wfl* - g a moment ago. 
You arc here to pick a quarrel; you think yoo’n actl m op- 
position party, but that’s not what you'tc really doing; you’re in tl.c 
st ivicc of the imperialists. 

I here are a great many illegalities in the Older removing us from 
office signed by the chief of state and countersigned bv two min 
istcis. Mr. Bomboko and Mr. Delvaux. Moreover. I regret the inci 
dents that the litter was the victim «f this momhi II ill be the 
fust to tell you that to date I have always worked with him in a 
spirit of brotherhood and collaboration. 1 believe that he is sincere 
I here is no reason to cast stones at one another On the seventeenth 
of last month, when he was in Europe, he wrote me: 

"My dear Patrice: As you know very well. I have always per 
SOnally fought you and attacked you in the past. I apologize, and 
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want you to know that from now on we will live as brothers, and 
I am anxious to meet with you and tell you so personally." 

I have neve 1 had any bone to pick with Mr. Delvaux; lie is well 
aware of the spin: in which I have worked with him. Please re¬ 
member the fact that Parliament asked that two to four ministers 
be removed from office. I still have its motion requesting me to 
di.mix* Mr Bomboko and Mr. Dd< 101 that not true? Didn't 
you pass such a motion? And I am the one who saw to it that this 
step was not taken. I told Mr. Delvaux that I didn't want to dismiss 
these mm ■ an that i aoald by to bring al>out a rcconcil. i«n 
With Parliament. Thus if I bad been against Mr. Delvaux, he would 
"o longer be minister today: tin same is tine ot Mr. Bomboko. for 
vou were the first to condemn them publicly here, and even now 
pressure is being brought to bear on me to dismiss them. 

According to the Fundamental Law. which lias just been so ad¬ 
mirably interpreted by the honorable deputy Mr. Kama, I could 
escu ask an international jurist to come here to enlighten us on 
ecrtaiii points of lass Such a jurist would also tell you that the act 
perpetrated hi the chief of state is illegal. 

" lien article 22 states tint the chief ol stale appoints and dis 
husk.. thi> applies only under certain conditions. What dot s artl i 
21 state' • Ihe chief of state has 110 powers other than those spe 
.IK granted him 1-N 11C present law He exercises these powers, 
.0 particular those mentioned in articles 16, 22, and 32 — including 
•1.1 of diuniml—only under the conditions «rt forth in 
articles 17 and 20." His right is thus sublet to the conditions Did 
down in these articles. Moreover, since the decrees of the king or 
the chief of state, in Belgium for instance and in every country as 
a matter of fart, must be countersigned by a minister who thus be¬ 
comes responsible fox tlicm, this means that if the king draws up a 
decree basing to do with finances, the minister of finance must 
countersign it; and if the act falls within the province of the minister 
of foreign affairs, the latter must countersign it. everyone stays 
within his own domain and within Ihe powers granted him bv law. 
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When the govern men! wav (ormed, I myself, as head of government, 
appointed Mr. Delvaux resident minister in Belgium. Mr. Delvaux 
was thus a sort of ambassador in charge of relations between my 
government and that of Belgium. Within the Congolese govern¬ 
ment. Mr. Delvaux therefore has power to act only in matters con¬ 
cerning the Congo and Belgium. Given the fact that we decided to 
break off diplomatic relations with Belgium, it was impossible for 
Mr. Delvaux to assume his functions. He lias no portfolio within 
the government at present; he has become a minister without poet- 
folio, so to speak. 1 therefore told him to ^ivc us a hand from time 
to time and to help the vice president of the council deal with 
specific questions I turned over to him Mr. Delvaux thus has no 
power, no legitimate authority to sign an order of dismissal Tim u 
not the only case of an invalid signature. lake Mr Delvaux, Mr. 
Bnmhoko, who has the portfolio of minister of foreign affairs, hi. 
no authority except within the strict limits of diplomatic relations. 
<«f International relations And the d efin iti on of.the power* I en¬ 
dowed him with stipulated the precise limits of his competence 
His signature is appended for form’s sake only and thus is in no way 
legally binding. 

When exactly does the government fall’ Hie government falls 
only in those eases prescribed by articles 4:. 43.44.45. and 46 

Article 43 stipulates "The responsibility of the government as a 
whole can be called into question by the presentation of a challeng¬ 
ing motion.” 

Our government’s responsibility has never been questioned bs 
Parliament On the contrary, on the twenty-ninth of last month, 
the Senate passed a motion of confidence in the government and 
gave it full power to govern the countiv and contact the leaders 
of the United Nations 

"Such a motion can be entertained onh if it is signed bs at least 
one fifth of the members of cither Chamber 

“A vote may not be taken until fortycight hours after the motion 
has been presented. 
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"Without prejudice to the application of aitick 36. paragraph 3, 
the challenging motion is to be adopted only if it receives (either 
two third* of the votes of the members present in one of the two 
Clumber* or the absolute majority of votes of all the members of 
each of the two Chambers' In order for a vote to be taken, an 
absolute ma|onty of the Chamber of Deputies, for example, must 
be present. 

Aitick 44 stipulates: "If a challenging motion is adopted under 
ti e conditions >tipulated in article 43, tin ministers will submit their 
resignations to the pnmc minister.” 

If these articles arc invoked, an involved procedure must he fob 
lowed: if the government no longer lu* the confidence of Pallia- 
iik nt. the ministers arc obliged according to the law lo submit their 
reugiut ons to the prime minister, who transmits them, along with 
In* rrwn resignation, to the chief of state, because it is impossible 
fm * government to remain in pown when it no longu has the 
people's confidence. Once I have the iruyo.itmii ..t <aril Ilf the 
mdivtdiul ministers. I add my own to them, and go find the chief 
of stale and vn • "I no longer hr.: tl>0 COnfidCfKO of tlll MHO 1 
am handing you my resignation.” Until such time .1* a new govern 
meal bfanned, tin low farther *tij> u. 1 u m <i hand "ill be 
dealt with bv the government th.it is resigning, 

Article 4; stipulates "I hi individual responsibility of members 
of tlic government is c alled into question by the presentation of a 
motion to censure.' Ibis was the ease when the dismissal of Mill 
ivtcr* Delvaux and Bmnlioko was requested; .1 motion to ccnsutc any 
specific minister must call for his resignation. 

Article 46 stipulates "‘I he censure of a member of the govern¬ 
ment is to rcuilt m his resignation. It need not necessarily result ill 
the resignation of this government." It is only if I no longer had 
the confidence of the nation, as I have |ust explained, that all the 
ministen would hand me their resignations, to which I would add 
my own. and submit all of them to the chief of state. Meanwhile 
the chief of state would find a Icadct representing the majority of 
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Ilie nation to foim a government, and the latter woukl present } u , 
team to Parliament to obtain its confidence, first of all foi no or. e 
can exercise power unless he has previously been invested with such 
power bv the supreme authority of the nation, which is Parbar„ u „ 
If all the conditions prescribed by the articles cited hast been m*, 
then and only then does the chief of state apply article in accord 
ance with the vote of the Chamber. He will give as his reason the 
withdrawal by Parliament Of its confidence, and wall then \i.tu ^ 
power to decree: “We the undersigned, etc. . dismiss the gov*,,, 
ment, in accoidoncc with article :s.'' Othciwise Hu decree is no , 
legal and cannot be binding, for in such a case we would not be 
respecting the nation, or its institutions, or democracy. Hie govt, n . 
ment may make mistakes, for every government in the world K 
fallible Whether in Belgium, (lie United Slates, or anywhere ch c 
the role ol the opposition is to criticize the government, ami t|„, 
of Parliament is to supervise its action, fm it may be wrong . t „j 
make mistakes even though it is following .1 sound policy. I'a r | u . 
man Is then to point oat these mistakes and call upon citho n, t 
prime minister or the minister responsible, as the ease may be. 
answer for his actions, whether the matter in question is the overall 
ixilicy of the government m a matter having to do with jndkui 
allairs, for example, in which ease it is the minister of justice w|,<, 
should lx called to account. We still lack experience with regard 
our parliamentary duties livery time a minister makes a mistake j„ 
his particular depa r tment, then are those who ci> ()|,. the govc, n . 
ment is bad, we must throw it out of office.’ Any government y 0 „ 
will cvci have, whatever its nature, is going to make mistakes. cv C |, 
more serious ones than the present government is accused of niqk 
ing. And if you dismiss the government every time it makes a mi v 
take, von arc going to have twenty to thirty governments a yc^,! 

What is the practice in Europe, particularly in the case of a 
minister who is derelict in his duty? One or several deputies ask 
tire officers of the Chamber to summon the minister to appear bcf 0lc 
it; the minister in question is notified and told the reasons for hi % 
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bc.ng summoned to account for his actions. After a specified period, 
the minister appears before the Chamber. He is thus not summoned 
without warning and obliged to explain himself immediately; he is 
allowed a certain period of time. This is why when you read the 
minutes of the Belgian Parliament you will see that a certain period 
of time elapses before the minister appears to answer for his actions 
— sometimes it is even as much as a month later — because he is 
■” i: ' H**® lo prepare Ins explanation and plan the exact reply he 
"'ll P' c * nl lo ‘he Chamber, A minister cannot be summoned and 
obliged to explain himself the minute he makes a mistake, under 
the pretext that Parliament is (he mpreme authority. Tim i| novel 
done. 

I am not criticizing you. nor arc you criticizing me —we arc 
simply learning. 11 k- government has never —absolutely never — 
refuted lo cooperate. You should be quite aw.uo tin! it the ( nr.i;i 
»ac broken «.p, 1 would t»i the first to benefit, because on the 
pirty level alone, the MNC will be represented in th. fix republics 
and can even control two 01 three provinces where it is the majority 
isart. I thus would have every reason to sta\ at home and be per- 
' content. Iliosc here crying for a republic in this or that pros’- 
incewoa'tcvcn be « nts. So there is no paint in ray ambitiously 
svxkmg honors since I have no need of them. If the government, 
this government that IS now in power, docs not make an cHort, the 
Congo tomorrow- will not lie what it is today. All these- people who 
keep talking to you about unity through confederation are trying 
to pull the wool over your eyCO, to hoodwink you; they ate while, 
who have designs on our country, who want to break up the Congo, 
who recommend it. and certain of our brothers go along with this 
for sentimental reasons, for reasons of pride! But to take just one- 
example: the Mali Federation, which was to bring about unity. 
Wlat has happened to this federation today? What has happened 
to the units of Mali that everybody talked <0 much about? Wasn’t 
it Prance that was behind all that? As you know very well, it would 
be easy for me to say that 1 am willing to lease the government and 
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wouldn’t regret it. but it I were to do so today, the Congo would 
explode tomorrow; I make no secret of that fact, fo: I know the 
schemes that are afoot. As a matter of fact, all the great Western 
powers ate bending every effort to bring this about. Russia —Mos¬ 
cow—that is only .111 excuse; the question of the planes is also 
only an excuse. People in the W est know that a. long as the present 
government i. in power they have no chance of getting control of 
the economy of our countiy. 'I lie entire army is in the hands ol 
Congolese today; who would have the courage to tiy to seize control? 
All these people, even certain members of Hie opposition who ate 
raising a hue and cry litre. Imen’t dated to do so, ami are therefore 
still collaborating with the Belgians. [Applause,) 
ini- msiDHNT oi mi: chamber. Mr. Colin, you will have a 
chance to speak in a moment. 

mu. i.umiimha Mi Colin, I refuse to rake part in am discussion* 
concerning Mr. Kusavnbn. It scorn to ok- that i> a |xi*on I putcr 
him to a great many other Bakongos. 

mi m.smuNr oi hie cii.vMnra. Mr. Prime Minister, plea* tell 
me »f you have finished so Hut I tan give the floor tooflxt s|xakcr> 
MB. i.umumba. Gentlemen, the entire army is one ImiKlrcd per 
cent in the hands ol (fcngoletc today, .0 are the poll 
ministration. Isn't this true independence? Millions of fiancs have 
been raised to wage a i ampaign against me on the radio, and tracts 
are being written and handed out every day to wage |nychologkal 
warfare. I am called every sort of name 10 as to fool tire people: 
l.umumha tin dictator. Lumumba the communist. I vnmutbj Mo- 
cow and all sorts of other names. l)o sou think tin- people will let 
themselves he fooled? 

MR. cons [from his beuch|. 'I lie Ministry of Information leaves 
something to be desired. 

MR LUMUMBA. As regards information? There's no lack ot infor¬ 
mation, sir; it's because you want them to go on singing halleluiahs 
on the radio — [App/uuse.] You know, Mr. Deputy, when you have 
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tlie confidence of the people, you'll be minister of information. I 
know what you're up to; you’re unhappy because you weren't ap¬ 
pointed minister of information, that's all. (Protests from the opposi¬ 
tion benches, laughter frdm the maferity benches .| 

iiir. ntiMoivi 01 1111 CHAMBER. Order, order. Please continue, 
Mr. Pnmc Minister. 

mb. i.UMUMiA. Certain people have swung into action and a 
transmitter, Hie Voice of I rccdom," which cost millions and can 
lx heard every day on the same wave length as the national radio, 
iias been installed here with the complicity of the MtlkoilgOS; all 
other one lu« been installed in Katanga, i he two poles* - Katanga 
and the Lower Congo — are waging a camp|l 1I1 gown 

limit. Who is giving them the moncs isn't it the imperialists? 
(Appfaisv.) 

We have also s|xikcn recently of laivanium University. We 
wanted it to become .1 'tatc university. All of Lavaniuni, all the 
students have inolnl/rd and have recently held meetings all over 
for Mr Kasavubu. with his knowledge (Anmvn'Mg <r member of 
the Abako \>ho asks him a question about the emu of these meetings 
ft'-m /ii» bench. Sir. Lumumba replies No. no, tiny arc liokling 
iik« tings to give him. ... Do you know vvlial I ni talking about? 
IXt vou want me to tell yixi alxmt cvm thing that's happening? 
[Another number of the Assembly asks him a question about the 
tracts and the prt - As for these tracts, gentlemen, I point out one 
thing to VOU: we arc for democracy. We decided to control the free 
dom of the press, although this step was not aimed primarily at 
the Congolese press. No one can claim that the Courtier d’Afrique 
is .1 newspaper b el o n gi n g to a Congolese. Is there anyone here who 
does not know that the Coumer dAfrique is an organ ol the Svn 
dicat Chretien of Belgium? That it is .1 tool foi propaganda against 
the people — is there anybody who doesn’t know that? l iny roped 
ii Mr. Makoso, our brother, to use him as a piopaganda too). Is 
that what you call freedom of the press? We therefore decided to 
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regulate all these publications that aic against the nation, that arc 
against blacks; we have passed an ordinance preventing the entr-. 
of F.urope-Magflzine into the Congo, for instance. Read this weekly, 
read Libre Belgique: what did they say about Mr. Kasavubn? Kasa¬ 
vubu is a hoodlum, Kasavubu is this, Lumumba i< that Of all of u>. 
is there anyone the Belgians respect? Reread the back issues ol Bel 
gian papers ami see what they had to say wIkii Kasavubu left the 
Round I able. Didn’t they say all 'i»rts of terrible tilings about him? 
And still you w ant these papers to continiK their propaganda against 
the nation here in our country! The minister of mfonu.iliou is 
present; In can give you the list ol papers that lust asked per 
mission to publish, my dear honorable deputies, not a single oik 
that requested permission has yet been iclused We want to regu 
late, we want to control all this, and know who arc the editors re 
sensible at law lor these newspapers. Papers with Belgian inlciols 
behind t""" I" attempting to sabotage OUY mdepcmlemi. They 
use out black brothers as fronts. Mi Rakoso appears on IIk mast 
head as the editor of Courrier <TAfrii/ue. but the real editor has 
recently appealed before the gcnci.il prosecutor. I base been tokl 
that it was Mr. Vandeputte (?), that he is the one who wiite> a;l 
the articles in this paper. V'andeputte doesn’t want Ins own name t«» 
appear. Who built the printing plant of the Courtier tTAfrique — 
was it you? Well, it wasn’t Makoso either. Makoso has signed a 
statement that he is not the author ol all the articles published in 
the Courrier d'Afrique. 

mr. cot .in [from his bench). Vo, yes, I know. . . . 

|»K PRESIDENT or nil. ciiambfr Chi on. Mr. Prune Minister. Mr 
Colin, you will have the floor next. 

MR. Lumumba. So freedom of the pros it guaranteed, anybody 
can publish a newspaper. Dear brothers, I would rather die preaching 
the truth than live telling lies, and I will never be afraid to speak 
the truth. It is all these Catholic groups waging their propaganda 
in their papers who arc stining up all the trouble that we ate going 
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through; should we permit this state of aflaits? And then when 
measures are taken to free you, you call it dictatorship! [Applause 
from the majority benches.) 

1 for mv part will ask this ol the opposition we now have a 
kir.d of constituent assembly, and the colonialists have left; let us 
prepare to hold elections and you'll sec that we’ll win. [Prolonged 
aiqdavse from the majority benches.) 

Certain deputies arc raising a hue and Cry and saying untrue things 
about the government, hut the entile nation is with us, miliums of 
people arc behind this government! 

MR. coun |from his Irene h . Co to the cite. . , . 

mr LUMUMBA. What’s happening in the- tile? It’s you wlm have 
been organizing the few signs ol discontent mi the part of certain 
i"!iv dual., there is nothing spontaneous about them. Moreover, 
Uopoklsillc isn’t the whole- Congo; you always think that the 
Hakongos arc the whole Congo! [Applause from the nufority 
bencher.] 

I will make sou tbc following piopoMlt we’ll take a plant with 
you tomorrow md visit the entire country; you’ll see how we’ll be 
reams! I lietc ace even soiik Bakongoi who aic for us. Kvery!Iiing 
being done hue is faseism to impress foreign journalists and make 
them believe that there’s something going on. People out ol jobs 
arc egged on ami exploited; they ic given twenty of fifty francs and 
told: Co do this or that —so that foreigners who witness these 
acts will belies. there’s opposition when there really isn’t any. 
[Applause from the majority benches.) 

Yes. lime's proof. Is there anything tlu\ haven't tried? Mil 
lions of francs were ofieicd certain ministers; then Mi Kasavubu 
unites them to his home. Arc they at his house? Will they go time? 
Not one of tl-cm What did the Belgians do before the government 
was formed? They said: “Lumumba, you’re not going to form the 
gos-ernment, Kasanibu is.” The latter has done everything possible; 
millions of francs have dunged hands. Did he succeed? Do you 
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rliink he’ll succeed now without us? Applause from the majority 
benches.' 

To conclude, dear honorable deputies, I know all of you and you 
know me, we are all freedom fighters, we have all suffered a great 
deal; it is only a lack of understanding that divides people. Let 
ns understand each Other in order to march in step, foe we.are 
pioneers in the building of the nation. The future of the Congo de 
pends on us, on this team of members of Parliament and members 
of the government. The future depends on tlx position we take 
today. Our enemies have long divided us. and tins are dividing u> 
today; mistakes have been made on even hand. Certain deputies 
arc even going into the territories and Using to oust llie idministr.i 
tors. What would sou say it I pointed out grave errors committed 
by deputies and senators, when the fundamental law specif, all) 
provides for a separation of powers? flic legislative power belong* 
In yon: yon arc here to deliberate and vote on laws, sour sphere of 
action is limited to Parliament, and sour duty is to supervise the 
government. I lie government and the administratioii have executive 
power, and there is also judicial power But wIm 1 is hipj-umg? 

rin deputies or senators—who may perhaps not be acting in 
bad faitli — encroach upon the domain of the executive when they 
are in the interior of the conntiy and create a conflict of powers 
when they sav; we arc the ones who appoint the ministers. 

Gentlemen, we must be able to work as a team. I have told tlx 
presidents of the Senate and the Chamber that the best formula 
we could devise would be to set up ;* commission composed of cer¬ 
tain members of the Chamber, the Senate, and the government, to 
examine the overall situation. 

It would decide on certain measures and suggest them to the 
government, and this would enable the deputies and the senators 
and everybody to have a pait in the practical and effective manage 
mint of the country's alfairs. [Applause from the majority bencho 

The Council of Ministers met yesterday, we realized that as far 
as our patrimony, our entire econorm is concerned, we have no 
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idea where we arc heading, since the colonialists have done every 
thin? possible to plunge us into poverty . When there is talk against 
I tumimbi. you may be sure that Lumumba is only a scapegoat and 
.1 bite noire, it is not Lumumba they’re out to destroy , hut sou and 
tlx future of the Congo. And we must now appoint government 
commissioners immediately in all the para state organizations, be 
cairn- we must control our economy through the bank, Otiaco, and 
Rcgidesco. In even large company there should be a government 
commissioner possessed of full political power to direct the com 
pans. I have also told the president of the Chamber that I would 
prtfci to have mcmtxis of Parliament appointed to control tho en 
tile Ctonnim life of the country. It is up to you to present us the 
iijiiks of candidates for this post or that, thus members of Parlia 
mciit wall not |ust .it here passively watching what is being done, 
bttt will also lx woiling iH.it,.. • , i , I i. .. n 

taliso. If tlxrc is close collaboration, many cirors will be avoided, 
We still have a laigs number ul ambassadorial posts; we need at 
Ic.t't sixtv ambassadors to represent the state, An ambassador is 
iixxc than a minister. We need competent men. Whcic uc we 
going to find them at this point? Among tlx members of I'arlia- 
nxi.t It i> up to you to suggest their names to ns We members of 
Parliament mnai non travel throughout . i md Europe, go 
through a period of apprenticeship, go on information-gathering 
-'ll mxr. in order to gain personal experience and get the 
facts I am i*ot attempting to hide tlu fact that for the moment we 
ate playing the imperialists' game Whatever errois may have been 
committed bv the government, by \lr. Kasavubu, by one deputy or 
another, we ate playing the imperialists' game, they .ire taking ad¬ 
vantage of this Situation to create a SOCfllkd opposition in order to 
exploit us again and divide us even more. Wien you see what the 
journalists who arc here arc going to write, you'll be amazed. [Ap 
plauw from the majority benches.] 

romonow. when all the chips arc down, we'll be crying and 
they II be off in tlieir own countries having a good time; they’ll 
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say that they got the better of u> by dividing us. Do you think the 
Congo is a paradise and therefore I won’t ever make a mistake? If 
Mr. Ma»a or anybody else becomes prime minister, he'll make con¬ 
tinual mistakes too. [Applause from the majority benches.] 

Hie delegation headed by \li Massa sent me .1 telegram from 
Kasai suggesting another commission; that is .1 constructive piece of 
work, and 111 fact I did not turn the suggestion down The govern¬ 
ment must be helped, and it in turn will help the country. If you 
See that a minister is incompetent, it is up to you to help him by 
offering advice and suggestions. Unlike wlut happens in other coun¬ 
tries, we have received no suggestions from Parliament at any time 
If you note, for example, that the minister of information is re 
striding civil liberties, send us ■ letter of protest. If die government 
falls shot I of what you want it to be. >011 can condemn it Since 
tills govt nmetlt has I formed, we hove scarcely slept—mk our 
friends; we act as police, as constables; our soldiers scarcely sleep. 
We have just frozen funds amounting to twenty million fiai«» t<> 
pay our soldiers; hut the minister of finance lus taken the keys 
away with him and we have no way of getting the money; isn't this 
sabotage against the nation? When I formed the government, I 
told you frankly that our policy was one of neutrality. We don't 
want to have anything to do with any bloc; the Congo will never 
lie French, Russian, or American; we don't want that We don't 
want to have anything to do with colonialism, ideologically, intel 
lcctually, or economically. We want to remain Congolese. Africans 
But the imperialists arc very powerful. Applause from the iiid 
/ority benches .j 

The imperialists arc very powerful; they lusc lots of money and 
we arc still weak politically; we let ourselves be fooled, we kt our 
selves lie influenced in all sorts of wavs When we' were struggling 
here, when 1 was thrown in prison because I was demanding iin 
mediate independence, was it the Russians who were advising me 
to do so? ("No/ iVof" several members shout] 

When our brothers were struggling throughout the country, was 
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it the Russians who were egging us on to demand independence? 
Who exploited us for eighty years — wasn't it the imperialists? 
I hey considered the Congo and its riches their national hunting 
preserve. When the French, the Americans, and the Belgians come 
to the Congo, the imperialists applaud them, whereas they con¬ 
sidered the arrival of the Russians a heinous act. 

Queen Elisabeth of Belgium is president of the association for 
Russo-Bclgian friendship. Is she a communist? [Applause from the 
majority benches.] 

I recall a time not long ago when the president of the Belgian 
Chamber of Deputies, Mr Ktonackcr, went to Moscow. Radio 
Prague announced this Did people call him a communist? Was he 
accused of having sold Belgium out to Russia because he made this 
flip? But today, if l.umumba or Cixrnga or any other Congolese 
goes to Moscow, the entire picss raises a hue and cry. They can go 
lo Moscow, but not Negroes) 'I he son of the Belgian minister of 
foreign affairs is now in Moscow, studying at the university. Mem 
Ur» of the Belgian Parliament go on mission! to Moscow every 
scat, they get along fine with cadi otliei; but when we want to go, 
they advise m not to. Why? Haven't we the right to travel wherever 
»v want to? Hither wx- aic a sovereign state or we arc not. We must 
remain neutral, that i' to s.iv. we must follow neither American 


policy or Russian; we must remain in 0111 rightful place: the mid 
die. |Apphiu».| 

It is because 1 hast refused to give them concessions that would 
enable them to continue their exploitation that they call me a com 
•mmist: I'm not one! I teniind all of you that my parents were mar¬ 
ried n the Catholic Church My family is Catholic My children 
attend the Leopoldville Athtnfe, where classes in the Catholic and 
Protestant religion and ethics arc given; my children aie being 
given a Christian education and aie enrolled in classes where Cath 
otic doctrine is taught; you can go verify this. [Applause from the 
majority benches.] 

In Africa anybody who is for progress, anyone who is for the peo- 
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])le ami against the imperialists is a communist, an agent of Mos¬ 
cow' But anyone who approves of the imperialists, who goes out 
looking for money anil pockets it for himself ami his family, is an 
cxemplaiy man; the imperialists will praise him and bless him. That 
is the truth, my friends. 

The members of the government know what I am. I am merely 
a nationalist, pure and simple, and I know that we art going to ae 
complish something magnificent. 'Hie representatives of the Afii 
can states who met together at the Leopoldville Conference said 
III It Leopoldville i- not only the capital of the Republic of the 
Congo, but of all of Africa. (App/aus#.) 

According to our African wisdom, our Bantu custom, wlut do 
children who have fought with each other do? They get together 
In the evening; forget what bu happened, make their pence with 
each other, and eat together I art m not disgrace the Congo. All 
these foreign journalists here hr points to them say that we took 
0111 veals in out Parliament without having any rxprnrtur. tlut we 
are children, that we don’t know anything; they insult us They 
keep saying tlul we arc incapable of governing the Congo. 

1 Itopo that we will set up a commission tonight, om made up < i 
a few very wise individuals, of a few members of the government, 
to examine thi itu ion in the < I i li that interest 
If changes must be made in the government, as \ou have wid. w» 
are going to obey sour wishes. I believe that the Congo mint live 
up to its n 1 I oust attempts an b> ng made to put it under in 
tcrnation.il control It is unfortunate that tin: chief of state can 
take it upon himself to say; no more army, and ask the United Na¬ 
tions to take care of everything Where is our independence, where 
is our sovereignty then? We have asked that control of our aii6clds 
lie entrusted only to Congolese; I went out to N’Djili and found 
some forty paratrooper commandos hiding out there: they had to 
be rounded up and driven out by fotce; they were being hidden 
there, and you arc well aware of this. Others have been discovered 
hiding out with the missionary fathers. I also have telegrams here 


sent me from Aketi by Deputy Bochcley informing me that he has 
also discovered Belgian paratrooper commandos there among the 
UN troops. 

In order to take over our control tower, the United Nations 
chased out m\ Congolese employees and replaced them with two 
Belgians and four Canadians. I went out there personally and asked 
these gentlemen why they had done so; didn’t this control tower 
belong to our sovereign country? I had the six Congolese take over 
their povts again immediately so as to control all the plants coming 
m from Brazzaville. 

We asked the United Nations for help, and now it is seizing 
powci' (Shouts 0/ "No! No from <i number 0/ members.) 

Winn the chief of state says, "The United Nations is going to 
give m money," we reply: "We don't want tins money; we may die 
of poverty; hit we arc willing to die; we iduve to let uur country lie 
bought for mot t mj M,. < ’ Our domestic situation ii healthy; 
we arc going to put everybody to work a. soon us the- Belgian troops 
luvi . lea 1 tel out; we only want them to leave ui in peace. |A/> 
phimc.l 

Arc you ..ware of tlic vast plot being hatched against our Congo? 
Out enemies arc seeking to dismember the country at any price, lie 
ginning with removing the head, because they know that this gov¬ 
ernment iv strong, it luv stood the test thus far and if it is removed 

Inm power, fo:.. .iiiotlier will I- .lilt. ■ What will happen If 

tlm government falls? Anarchy and civil wars. Our MNC-PSA- 
Balubakat majority still exists; how will they manage to topple 
us? I swear to you that they ate simply trying to cause a war. I was 
to go to Mew York on September 10 to head the delegation that 
will represent us at the triumphal admission of our republic to Hie 
United Nations Organization. The French ate taking advantage of 
this and idling Youk>u: You tan show up at the same session and 
put forward the name of your republic. 

There would thus be two Republics of the Congo, which would 
delay our country's admission to the United Nations. It is the 
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French who arc plotting our eventual downfall. It would then be 
said that there is no longCT a government in the Congo, that the 
Congo is no longer a state, that its admission to the United Na¬ 
tion. will be examined liter. And meanwhile the United Nation, 
will takeover trusteeship. (Applause.) 

Gentlemen, I assure you and swear to sou that all this is a plot to 
prevent the Republic ol the Congo from entering the United Na 
tions. 

We have a majority in the country. Do you know what will hap 
pen if the effort to topple our government i. succcful? The peo- 
pic will react and create disorder. 'I he United Nation, will take 
away our sovereignty and impose a trusteeship, and we will be 
•lave, i-’im n<i viwi remembei whit happened in Korea and other 
countries? After a country lias attained its independence, the im 
penalisls stir up quarrel, among its nationals and eventually divide 
it up 

Dear brothers, the time has not yet come to engage in this sort 
ol destructive opposition; let us unite because we arc all |ut» of the 
same country; let us examine this situation together. It is more sen 
out than you think. You an capable of raving thb couotiy; it i* a 
question of will. Let m forget everything that has hcKtoforc di 
vided ns, show us our mistakes and tomorrow they will all be recti 

tied. 

As for the dividing of the country into provinces, what reason* 
would I have lor not allowing there to be twenty provinces lomoi 
row. if that were your express wish’ If I am prune minister, it is 
because the country has elected me. it is because yon have elected 
me. If Parliament decides on a system, whether it be a federal one 
or a confederate one. I cannot oppose it. but this must be done 
through legal channels. 

Until such time as Parliament decides, the government cannot 
allow anyone to flout the law, not even deputies or senators. If this 
government acted otherwise, it would not deserve your confidence. 
What party, what people have ever demanded tlic creation of a 
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province and had tliei: demand refused by Parliament or the gov¬ 
ernment? 

What :* Mi Kalonji doing in Kasai? Me is now claiming that 
this region is no longer a Congolese province but the Independent 
Republic of "Bakwanga”; it is no longer "Mini&re Province " Can 
you permit such behavior? 

Mr. Muanda, an Abako deputy, sent me a letter one day bring¬ 
ing up tin possibilitv of setting up a group thut would be called 
'The Special Committee of Bakongo" and would have its head- 
quarters in tla l.ii«ut Congo 'Ibis group would have sole lights to 
exploit the mineral wealth of the Lower Congo, its sources of cn 
in'ii'. everything; it would thus bo a private 
company superseding the legal authority of the province. I believe 
that some of vou read this in the newspapers. 

I out the following reply to Mr. Moanda: ' The creation "I such 
a group falls within the competence of the Provincial Government. 
I has. no i i.lit to autlioii/. you to set up a company that is against 
»Ik inten t, of the nation and will takeover power* belonging to the 
province \nd if you persist. I will vend a copy ol your letter to the 
chief of stale and have you arrested" And for lh.il I’m lacing 
called a dictator. Von e.m ms. gentlemen, that all these things they 
at. doing aie no longer just opposition; they have even tried to sah 
otage the Provincial Government. If I were a weak man. KamitOtu 
would no longer l>c in office, there would no longer be a PSA Gov 
ernment; it Would have been destroyed by font. Some young Ba 
kongos came to me a week ago and said: Mr. Prime Minister. 
pk\.M set up a guard around the power stations of Zongo and 
Sanga immediately, because partisans of the \bako have made ar¬ 
rangements to form their own government, and if you arc opposed, 
thev wall tale these Stations over and cut the power lines so the city 
won't have any electricity.'' (Certain member*' of the opposition 
qut'tion the accuracy of this report, the deputies of the Abako in 
particular Addressing the latter. Mr. Lumumbs goes on;] 

This is true; I am certain of it; I have documents proving it. Ba- 
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kongos have tome to sec me — don’t get the idea all the Bakongus 
agree with you. [App/ouse from the majority bencher.] 

Honorable deputies, I have explained the situation to you, clearly 
and plainly. I have never had any intention of lying. I will not lie. 
The situation is serious. 1 ct us not discredit ourselves; let us not 
discredit our country. The future of the republic is endangered 
Our soldiers have almost nothing to cal; they arc saying: ' Laying 
down our arms is out of the question, but if we must, give us orders 
to go back to our villages.” They insist that it is a disgrace for us to 
send soldiers from other African countries to Katanga in their stead. 
Troop* from Thyiyilk, and even Bakongo commandos, arc all tell 
ing me: "Mr. Prime Minister, if you don't give US peum.smn to go 
back to Katanga we re not going to obey you and will leave on our 
own.” 

The Kiuai Affair 

No one can say that I gave orders to go there and take am sort 
of in I ion; I never did You >u quit. WIN "I tkt I ulu. I'llub.i 
conflict, which stalled well before independence; was I the one 
who earned it? I he majority answers, Sot Not" I 

Ami the imperialists have now taken advantage of this conflict 
and gotten their hand* on Bakwanga and its rich diamond deposits 
You have no idea of what is going on there, dear brothers You arc 
playing a dangerous game, and I warn you tint you will jus the 
consequences tomorrow. One of our proverbs says: If somebods 
spits 111 the air, his salon will fall on Ins chc't. I appeal to sour 
wisdom, to Bantu wisdom. I his commission I spoke to you about 
will lie set up tins evening, and we must I'iikI practical solutions. I 
am convinced that the government has your confidence and tint of 
the people, because it has not betrayed the country. Prolonged ap 
plausc.] 


Lumumba continued to have an overwhelming ma/mity of the 
Chamber behind him. Once more, the power of his words had 
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backed the opposition into a corner. To those who had the privi¬ 
lege of following the parliamentary debates, it was obvious that Lu- 
mumba dominated the entire political scene and that no one in 
Parliament could stand up to him. Moreover, he completely over¬ 
powered his opponents because of his ability to mate decisions in 
stantly, and worked to hard that no one around him could keep up 
with him. But a moment was to come when his amazing physical 
resistance was weakened by weeks of insomnia. His adversaries then 
gained ground and finally destroyed him 

On Septem/ser H the Senate met, with Mr. Okitn (who was also 
to he murdered in Elhabethvillt) presiding, from 10:00 A.M. to 
?:*© |, M After debate that was often tumultuous, the Senate con 
firmed Ijmtumba’f triumph, by a vote of qi for, 3 against, and 6 
abstaining. That same evening, K asavubu declared this vote null 
and so id. and that of the day before supporting Lumumba in the 
Clumber as well, and again declared that he war dismissing the 
government But on the ninth, at the Congolese National Army's 
Camp laopotd, l.umurnba declared that the vote of the two Cham 
Iras authorized hie assumption of hit new functions as chief of 
state and commander in chief of the army. On the tenth, Mr, lido, 
who had been appointed prime mini*ter by K asavubu, announced 
that the new ministerial team was- being formed, and oil the night 
of the eleu nth the list of minirten war made public, hut this gov¬ 
ernment made 110 attempt to secure the approval of the two Cham¬ 
bers. 

Lumumba tried at this point to get hit delegation, led by Thomas 
Kama, recognized by the United Nations, but 011 the eleventh the 
Clunaun troops of the United Nations prevented him from speak¬ 
ing on Radio Ixopoldville This incident promked an exchange of 
ietters with President \’Kr umah of Ghana. President N'Kruinah’s 
let ten arc reproduced below. 

On September 12. l.umurnba wot arrested and then set free by 
the *ddiert three hours later. I he moment he vwu released, he tried 
once again to enter the radio studios, but United Nations troops 
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prevented him from doing so. Lumumba immediately sent the fol 
loving message by telex to the African chiefs of state- 

Unity minutes ago, 1 went to the radio station to address a mes 
sage to the |>coplc in order to reassure them that I was no longer 
under arrest I was again confronted with the categorical refusal of 
the United Nations to allow me to do so. flic soldiers guarding the 
radio station even tried to shoot me It should he noted that Mr. 
Bolikango gathered the leaders of tire insurrection together and 
went to the radio station this afternoon, where the United Na¬ 
tions authorities gave him permission to speak I am sending out 
in alarm so that all friendly countries may come to our aid. lire 
republic is in immediate danger because of the concerted pkx 
hatched by a minority of the populace with tlic visible support of 
imperialist circles. The United Nations authorities are directly re 
sponsible for these serious incidents. We arc dedicating ourselves, 
without a moment's rest, to the task of restoring order in the court 
tty. 

On the thirteenth, the United Nation, lifted its special security 
measures, but Holikango announced os vr the radio that Lumumba 
il'OllW toon be brought to trial for /lis "reign of tenor 

Oil riiis ftinif day, September 15. Lumumba rent a telegram tv 
the secretary genera! asking for immediate military■ aid and threat 
filing to call for help elsewhere if such aid was refined 

III order to counter the aggression perpetrated this das against 
Prime Minister Lumumba for the express purpose of provoking 
strife that will cause bloodshed in the country, and in order to ward 
off other attacks that are being planned behind tire seems under 
the instigation ol certain powers, the government of tire Republic 
of the Congo urgently begs you to furnish forthwith the following 
aid: twenty airplanes and Clews for them, a large quantity of arms 
and ammunition (in view of the fact that the Belgian troops have 
seized arms belonging to many of our troops and the latter there 
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fore base no "capons whatsoever), and a powerful radio transmit¬ 
ter, since the United Nations has unjustifiably taken over our 
national radio network, thereby depriving the government of the 
possibility of contacting the populace. 

Given the fact that tire United Nations Organization does not 
wish to aid the government in restoring law and oidci and calm in 
’he interior of the country, declaring that these arc internal con¬ 
flicts in which tire United Nations cannot intervene to bring about 
a settlement, the government finds itself obliged to request such 
aid Wc cannot allow the country to be plunged into destitution 
and chaos as a result of the refusal of the United Nations to in¬ 
tervene Should the aid that wc have requested be refused, the gov¬ 
ernment will find itself obliged to request such aid elsewhere. Wc 
impatiently await i reply, which we hope will favor the cause of re¬ 
storing peace in the Congo. 

P sum 1 Lumumba 

IHRU LITII KS FROM PRESIDENT N'KKUMAII 

10 PATRICK LUMUMBA 

Accra, September 12,1963 

IX-ar Patrice, 

'Hunk yon for your letter, suit through the intermediary of 
Mr. l>jm, with regard to tire refusal of my troops to allow you to 
use the facilities of Radio UopoJdvillc yesterday. Iliis was a re 
gicttablc incident, but I believe that tire reason why the troops be 
Iwcd m tiii> way was the fact that they bn nikk> lira ordora ol tbs 
United Nations tor the moment. I am tired of the way the United 
Nations is treating you. But as you may perhaps already know, I 
have taken steps in this regard. I have asked the United Nations to 
hand over the broadcasting transmitter and the airports to you. I 
have also asked the United Nations to recognize you as prime min¬ 
ister and head of government of the Republic of the Congo, and if 
this is not done, I have indicated that I wish to withdraw my 
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troops, which will then join yours, and at the same time I will call 
on all the independent states of Africa to withdraw their forces and 
create a Supreme Pan-African Command so as to aid your troops. 
We are making a tactical move so that world opinion will support 
us come what may. 

I have asked Mr. Djin and some of my officers to go see sou 
and assure you of iny personal concern with regard to this matter 
and of their willingness to act in your favor as soon as I send them 
word to do so. 

Ever yours. 

(signed) N'Krumah 

Mis Excellency Mr. Patrice Lumumba 
Prime Minister of the Republic of the Congo 
I-copoklvillc 

Accra, September n. ig&o 

My dear Patrice, 

I appreciate your point of view perfectly, and I can see and 
understand the difficult situation you find yourself in with regard 
to the Ghanaian troops in Uopoklvillc. I too find myself in an 
embarrassing and vexing situation because of the way in which nn 
Ghanaian troops .lie being used in the Congo, even though I am 
fighting tooth and nail, day and night, in vour favor. 

As you will see from the text of a note I sent a moment ago 
to the secretary general of the United Nations, which I quote be 
low for your information, I have already taken measures to con 
front the situation. I urge you, I earnestly beg you to be patient 
ami calm. Every thing will turn out all right, providing that neither 
you nor I take hasty steps. If the Ghanaian troops arc to be put 
entirely at your disposal, then you and your government must find 
some way of declaring that Ghana and the Congo arc as one in 
this fight. This is the only way that will allow my Ghanaian troop' 
to operate legitimately with Congolese forces. 

Here is the text of my letter to Mr. HanunaokjoH: 
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The situation in tlie Congo at this moment is very embarrassing 
and w»ing for Ghana in its rclat.ons with the legitimate govern¬ 
ment. 

In the beginning. Ghana went to the Congo in order to aid Mr. 
Lumumba's legitimate government, which invited Ghana to assist 
Mr Lumumba When the United Nations went to the Congo at 
Mr. Lumumba’s invitation, Ghana agreed to put its troops under 
the command of tl»e United Nations. The subsequent course of 
events lus falsified tin- ical objective and seriously weakened 
Ghana's position in the eyes of the legitimate government of the 
Republic of the Congo, due to the fact that at present the- Ghana- 
■an troops are being used only as a tool against Sir Lumumba, pre¬ 
venting him from using Ins own national radio t rail sin i I ter, At tin- 
same tune. Radio BruustHe, which is contiolled lay Prance, a 
permanent number of the Security Council, is lx-ing allowed to 
broadcu't the most violent -oil of propaganda against Mr. Lu¬ 
mumba's legitimate government. Radio Elisabcthvillc. which is in 
txt nn-.ki Belgian control, is likewise bring allowed to broadcast 
tlie same sort of propaganda. Thus Cham is being taken advantage 
of hi order to virtually tie Mr. larmumlu’s bands, while a perma¬ 
nent member of the Secants Council iv being |»imitlcd to lash 
out at him In view of these circumstances, then loir, if Mr. 

I 10.mill- not allowed to IM hill Ml « dk tfltion in 
Leopoldville to keep the- Congolese populace infoimcd of the criti¬ 
cal situation and thus marshal support for the legitimate government 
of the- Republic of the Congo, of which lie is the head. Ghana will 
immediately withdraw its troops from the command of the United 
Nations and reserve tlie right to plan its troops at present in the 
Republic of tlie Congo at the complete divpis.il of Mr. Lumumba's 
government, tlie legitimate government of tlie- Republic of the 
Congo. 

Yours very sincerely, 
(signed) N’KrumaII 

His Excellency- Mr. Patrice Lumumba 

Pnmc Minister of the Republic of the Congo 

Accra, September 12, i960 

My dear Patrice. 

Enclosed you will find two communiques that will cheer you 
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up in this lime of trial that you are going through — the first con¬ 
cerns General Alexander, my chief of staff, and the other is my 
note to the Security Council regarding the diabolical attempt to 
dismiss you and the legally constituted government of the Congo 
of which you are the legitimate head 

My envoys, Mr. Botsio and Mr. Welbeck, relumed from Leo¬ 
poldville yesterday and have told me everything that is going on 
there. I am sending Mr. Welbeck back with this note regarding the 
policy to he followed in order to protect our position and safeguard 
the unity of the Congo 

I he first point I would like to call to your attention once again 
is that in view of the fact that you were obliged to form what was 
essentially a coalition government and concern yourself with the 
Tshombe, Kalonji, and Kasavubu problems, along with others that 
h.iu not yet come to light, and in View 01 the fact that the colo¬ 
nialists and imperialists arc doing their utmost to recover lost ground 
in the Congo, you cannot allow yourself the luxury, my dear 
brother, of being severe and intransigent. Don't oust Kasavubu 
right now lliis will lead to serious disorders, especially in Leo¬ 
poldville. ut the very moment that you want calm to reign there. 
Don't raise a hue and cry about tins treason now. nor even about 
Tshombe'l treachery. 'Hie moment will come when you can see to 
it that they get their just deserts 

Let sleeping dogs lie. Leave these people alone for the mo 
merit. Also, don't draw up any new constitution* now, I beg sou 
This will only compromise your position and put Tshombe and 
the dissidents in a position to stir up the coals and make trouble. 

Be "perfectly calm," get the administration on a firm footing, 
and consolidate your position before taking the next step I would 
be tire last person in the world to advise you to make any sort of 
compromise, but the extremely critical situation in the Congo re 
quite* you to adopt what I would call "tactical action.' I hat is to 
say, while you shouldn't agree to abandon any of your principles, 
you should adopt methods that would allow you to work with even 
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your most bitter political adversaries in order to gain enough time 
to consolidate your position on the organizational level, that is to 
say, on the government level, both that of the Central Government 
and that of the Provincial Government, and the party, before 
taking the next step. 

What 1 said to you before is said in the same spirit, and I must 
repeat 1! as emphatically as I know how: Namely, you should not 
expel the United Nations troops until you have consolidated your 
position. You can then ask them to leave. I am aware of the dif¬ 
ficulties you ate facing in regard to the United Nations, with which, 
as you will see, incidentally, when you read the enclosed note for 
the Security Council, we ate scarcely dealing gently. But if the 
United Nations troops leave now, you will not br able to confront 
the Chaos that will follow, for it will be deliberately furthered by 
the colonial powers, the Belgians, and the other imperialists who 
ue working hand 111 glove with reactionaries in Belgium. 

Il,i third important poml is that you must get your adminis¬ 
tration on a firm footing soon so that people feel that they have 
ut mils and have work to do. You must set up immigration and 
customs services in all the seaport* arid airports immediately. For¬ 
tunately, there is tlie United Nations, which has plenty of funds 
and wiil help sou. You must therefore start setting up the organ¬ 
ization that you mentioned in your press conference tsvo clays ago, 
you sveic pl.imimr tO create, so that JOB (In nki .1 Is ml..; , . l the 
aid promised you. Obtain this aid. and make sure you control it. 
Whatever political quarrels yon may have with your adversaries, a 
hungry people with no jobs will not continue to go hungry without 
reacting. They will soon take action and follow anyone who can 
gist them "bread and circuses." as the ancient Romans put it, nr 
anyone who merely promises to do so. 

My dear Patrict. these arc my three urgent basic suggestions. 
'Hie situation is critical. If you move quickly in this direction, it 
will be saved. If you procrastinate, no one knows what will happen. 
I beg you to take note of my suggestions and to face the domestic 
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situation squarely, for only you can remedy it. provided you follow 
my suggestion*. As for your foreign relation*, especially with the 
Security Council and the United Nations, let me see what I can 
do. You may rest assured that I will marshal the Afro-Asiatic bloc 
and other friendly nations and get them to suppnit you on every 
score, us they arc supporting you now that ctlorts ate being made 
to remove you from offici 

And now a few supplementary suggestions. 

hirst of all. your cabinet is too large, but it woukl not be wise 
to reduce its sue right now What you had best do in the mean¬ 
time is establish a soil of inner cabinet, which you might call the 
Cabinet Commission, for instance, to deal with urgent matters. 
I he emergency situation confronting the country, which requires 
that decisions be made qukklv, as in wartime, gim you a good 
ici)sou to form such a group 

I lerc, in my opinion, is liow this commission ought to be set up. 

Cabinet Commission: 

1. Prime Minister and Minister of Defense ami of Foreign Af 
fairs: President. 

2. Vico-Prime Minister: Vice-President. 

?. Minister of the Interior: Member. 

t Minister of the Local Government: Member. 

5. Minister of Technical Assistance: Member. 

6. Commander of the Army: Member. 

7. 8. 9. Three other Ministers: Members. 

Cabinet Commission: 

Object: 

1, To deal with the state of emergency. 

2. Political and military affairs; airports. 

y Katangese and Kasai aflaits. 

4. Relations with the United Nations. 

5. Technical assistance; approval of the policy and program. 

6. Urgent affairs. 
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As you will see, because of the urgency of the situation and 
the fact that you have a great many dealings with the United Na¬ 
tions and the Sccunty Council and so on, I have also given you the 
portfolio of foreign affairs. But I advise you to find two trustworthy 
comrades, one for the post of assistant minister of defense and the 
other for tlie post of assistant minister of foreign affairs, both to be 
under your direction. 

You can hold ordinary cabinet meetings with all yom ministers 
once a week for current government affairs; but the inner cabinet, 
that is to say the Cabinet Commission, ought to meet every day. 
You must keep the Cabinet informed of the decisions made and 
canted owl. however Certain important affairs dealt with bv UK- 
Cabinet Commission ought to be submitted to the entire Cabinet 
for its approval in order to have the full support ol all your minis 
lets 

Your Technical Assistance Commission might be vet up as 
follows- 

Technical Assistance Commission 

1. Vico-Prime Minister: President. 

2 Minister for Technical Assistance Member. 

y Minister of lax-al Government Member, 

4. Minister of Commerce: Member. 

5. Minister of laibor: Member. 

6. Minister of Public Works: Member. 

7. Minister of Industries: Member. 

8. Minister of Mines and Natural Resources: Member. 

9. Minister of Communications: Member. 

Technical Assistance Commission: 

Object: 

To cooperate with the United Nations and other agencies and 
countries for the rapid and effective utili?ation of any technical as 
ustance offered. 
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The commission is to meet jointly each week with representa- 
lives ol the United Nations to prepare programs for utilizing such 
aid, to be submitted to the Cabinet lor approval before execution. 

As principal executive officer of the program, the minister for 
technical assistance must have adequate authority to act rapidly 
and effectively within the framework of .approved programs 3 i»d 

policy. 

I now come to the question of the Force Publkpsc, Patrice. I 
admire what it has accomplished and would not like to sec it dis 
aimed. However, it must have competent and well-trained cadres if 
it iv to meet your needs. 

I urgently beg you not to expel the United Nation, troops be 
fmc you have gotten the Foret Publique in shape llien provincial 
loyalties are strong, and certain groups among them are inclined to 
follow the ministers of their region Moreover, at present you do 
not have enough rations or equipment, etc. So in view of the 
money the impcnuhvts arc pouring into Katanga, plus the threatv 
from Knionji, K'asavubu. and others, counting absolutely on the 
I me. Publique at this critical moment is extremely nsky 

It is absolutely necessary to train your offices immediately. 
Will you therefore please send rue your reply to my proposal that 
your officiis Ik trained here in my military academy 

Finally, a word from you on the radio inviting all the Congo 
lese to forget their differences and unite in the interests of the na 
tion will electrify everyone totaling, .md will ratort both yoor 
prestige and the peace necessary to further the development of the 
Congo. I beg you, my brother, to heed my advice. 

Rely on me whenever you arc in doubt as to what step you 
should take. My brother, we’ve been ringmasters for quite a while 
now and know how to handle the imperialists and the colonulists. 
The only colonialist or imperialist I trust is a dead one. If you 
don’t want to bring about the final ruin of the Congo, follow the 
advice I have just given you. Your stand in favor of a United 
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Congo and African unity makes you a man of great worth in my 
eyes. Your friend Mr. Djin is there to help you in any possible way. 
You could not hast a greater admirer nr a more valuable helper 
than he. Trust him. as you always have in the past. He will serve 
you 

Patrice. I luve examined the situation in the Congo very care 
fully. If you fail, you will have only yourself to blame, and it will 
be ixcausc you won’t have faced up to reality, or as the Germans 
say. engaged in Realfrolitik Your downfall would be a terrible 
blow to the African liberation movement, and you can’t permit 
yourself the luxury of failing. Yout policy, which is aimed at "get- 
tir.g rid of youi advxisaiK- licit and now, will not succeed. You 
must now take "tactical action." Remember that there arc im¬ 
measurable forces lined up against you. But the balance is tipping 
in your favor, and vou will succeed, provided you confront the pres¬ 
ent situation prudently and tactfully. 

Youi > affectionately, 

(signed) Kwami; N’Krumaii 

At ::ju i*.m ON September if Lumumba broadcast <tn appeal 
to the people and the army to defend our country against im/mi- 
dfiif plots and managers." That very evening, Co/oru l Mobutu 
annoumed Hurt Lumumba and Kaunubu had been "neutralized" 
and that he had decided to dose the Russian and Czechoslovakian 
embassies. 

The day before, the Chamhen, meeting in joint teuton, launched 
an appeal for reconciliation, designated a to-called "conciliation 
commission," and finally panted the legal government headed by 
Lumumba “full potters ' But the parliamentary records showed 
that only 116 vote- had been catl (including those against), when 
there were 335 numbers of Parliament. In his report, Mr. Dayvl 
(Special Delegate of the Secretary General of the United Nations) 
expressed his doubts as to the result of this vote. The chief of state 
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reacted to this by issuing an order on September 14 adjourning the 
two Chambers for a month and declaring the aforementioned vote 

unconstitutional. 

Colonel Mobutu, Lumumba's former friend and collaborator, 
chose this moment to "neutralize the politiciansAttempt* u ere 
then made to reconcile the latter, and on September 18 Lurnuniha 
issued the following communique. 

As a result of the efforts that have been nude during the past 
few days by the Parliamentary Commission of the Senate and the 
Chamber and the representatives of the African states to reconcile 
Mr. Joseph Kasjvubu, the chief of state, and Mr. Patrice Lu 
mnmba, the prime minister of the Republic of the Congo, the 
two Congolese statesmen yesterday signed a joint declaration that 
finally puts an end to the Congolese crisis. 

This declaration of reconciliation has been countersigned by Mr. 
Joseph Knsongo, president of the Chamber, Joseph Olito. presi 
dent of lire Senate, and Deputies Sendwc, Wcrcgcmcrc, and Kj 
pongo. 

This reconciliation so earnestly desiied by the Parliament and the 
nation will allow the institutions and the legally constituted lut 
mnmba government to pursue their normal activities in the in¬ 
terests of |>eacc, security, and national union. 

Tins declaration will be read publicly in a solemn session to be 
held by Parliament. 

Leopoldville, September 18. xcjbo. 

The Prime Minister. 

P. Lumumba 

Kasavubu's office minimized the importance of this text , how¬ 
ever. Mobutu for hi* part announced the creation of a College of 
Commissioners, and the latter published its "proclamation of con 
jtitufiort” on the nineteenth. The language of this document was 
inspired largely by its anticommunist bias, and in it the role the 


college ss as to play turned out to be that of replacing the Lu¬ 
mumba government, basing pledged its allegiance to Kasavubu, 
with the approval of Colonel Mobutu!* Thus it was plain to see 
that the ‘ neutralization" gambit had been inspired by Belgian 
agent* of the Sunlc. who were supposedly working for the Repub 
lie of the Congo but whose secret funds helped pay for this anti 
Lumumbist campaign. 

The college attacked the United Nations, which was guarding 
Lumumba, on the twenty second Mobutu demanded the with¬ 
drawal of the Guinean and Ghanaian contingents of the United 
Notions forces, which had prevented the arrest of Prime Minister 
Lumumbs, and on the twenty-eighth he demanded that Mr Dayal 
lease the country. 

As these eventi were taking f>lace, certain political figures were 
talking of the need to organize a national Round Table, the dim 
of which would be to reconcile the Icadets and brim ; about the 
necessary mutual agreement, and Mr. Itto had not rejected the pos¬ 
sibility of l.umumba's attending this projected meeting; but Ka- 
lon/i refuted to attend unless Lumumba was in a prison cell, and 
Tshombe would comr only on condition that hr would be recog¬ 
nized at the head of an independent slate. 

On October 10. however. Lumumba nvu put under house aired 
in hit ministerial residence in Leopoldville, protected by the United 
Nations and guarded by Colonel Mobutu's soldiers, lie was to re 
main there until November 27. when hr made his cscaf>r. 

On October 14. the College of Commissioners decided to expel 
Felix Moo mil. a native of the Cameroon*, and four Guineans from 
the country because of a letter sent by Lumumba to Antoine Gi- 
zenga It is known that Mournic was assassinated a short time later 
during a visit to Geneva. 


■ Even though tin liilci wit still publicly expressing liis discontent as litc as 
September 19. when Kasivubu proceeded with the official investiture << the 
eoBcfc 
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LETTER TO ANTOINE CIZENGA 

Leopoldville, September j, i960 

My dear Antoine, 

I received Comrade Felix Mourn* and had a long talk with 

him. 

I expressed my approval of: 

». 'I l»e hiring of a number of Africans to serve the republic, a 
list of whose names has been sent you It will therefore be ncecs 
wry to send them plane tickets for the trip immediately. 

2. l ire setting up in Leopoldville of a UPC office, tire director 
of which will be Comrade Moumic himself. 

You may take any steps you tliurk useful to work out a con¬ 
crete program to carry out proposals nude sou by our comrades. 

Cordially, 

(The signature is illegible, but it is identifiable as Lumumba's when 
compared fo other documents signed by him. 

AW during litis period, the United Nations and the African gov 
aliments ftut pressure on Leopoldville to reconvene Parliament in 
order to twluale the situation. Hut the dc facto authorities re 
jeeted these demands and continued to call for a Round Table. 
On November 26, Kasavubu announced 111 Pans that Lumumba 
and Tshombt WOtlld be asked tv participate. Lumumba no longer 
rejected this idea, as be announced on November 27. 


IN FAVOR OF THE ROUND TABLE 

I hope to meet soon with Mr. Kasavubu, who has publicly voiced 
in New York the idea of organizing a National Round Table, 
which I am to attend as prime minister of the only legitimate 
government, as will Mr. Tshombe, the president of the Katangesc 
Provincial Government. 


Since ms one aim is the greater good of the country, I am, and 
will remain, a fervent ads-ocatc of national conciliation and of any 
solution that will put an immediate cud to the present crisis and 

dissension. 

At this coming Round Table I will be very happy to renew my 
contact with all ms brothers in the struggle, who I know share my 
ideas because all of us place the welfare of our country and our 
people a hose and beyond personal considerations and interests. I 
am thinking particularly- of Mr. J. Okilo and of Mr. J. Kasongo, the 
president of the Senate and the president of the Chamber of Dep¬ 
uties respectively, of Messrs. Kamifatu, Finant, F.kctcbi, Mukenge, 
Miiuho, and Sendwe, respectively the presidents of the provincial 
governments of Lcopoldsillc. Stanleyville, Coquilhatvillc, Lulua- 
bourg. and Bul.su, and the state ... of Katanga 

I wish to express the hope that the National Round Table will 
once again safeguard national units and the country's territorial in¬ 
tegrity. principles that I tirelessly defended long before independ¬ 
ence and during the political Round Table in Brussels. 

On the seme night, .November 37, «r torrential rain was /sealing 
down in f eopMville, so that a large black cat »<u able to slip frail 
the guards at the prime mil lister's residence <m</ take him down to 
the riser, where a motor boat was waiting for him. The following 
communique was issued to the press. 


COMMUNIQUE FROM LUMUMBA CONCERNING 
HIS DEPARTURE FROM LEOPOLDVILLE 

Contrary to the rumors that have been circulating and even been 
broadcast over the national ladio, I had no intention of fleeing Leo- 
poldsillc as a fugitive. I officially requested the United Nations au¬ 
thorities. in fact, to arrange for me to visit Stanleyville for one or 
two dass to attend the funeral of mv daughter, who died on the 
eighteenth of this month in Switzerland, where she had been sent 
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with the aid of Dr. Bcc'., the chief of the Swiss Medical Mission in 
the Congo. 1 should like to add that I had not seen my daughter 
after her birth and will now never see her. 

My trip was thus strictly for family reasons, and is to be of brief 
duration, for I intend to return to Leopoldville where 1 shall await 
the arrival of the Peacemaking Commission. 

I hope, moreover, to meet soon with Mr. Kasavubu, who has 
publicly voiced in New York the idea of organizing a National 
Hound Table, which I am to attend as prime minuter of the only 
legitimate government, as will Mr. Tshoinbe. the president of the 
K.itangesc Provincial Government 

Since my one aim is the greater good of the country, I am. and 
will remain, a fervent advocate of national conciliation and of am 
vii!ntion that will put an immediate end to the pKttnt abb and 
dissension. 

At tins coming Round Table I will »>c very happy to renew inv 
contact with all my brothers in the struggle, who 1 know share rm 
ideas, because all of us place the welfare of our country ami our 
people above nnd beyond personal considerations and interests I 
am thinking particularly of Mr J. OkitO and of Mr. J Katongo. 
the president Of the Senate and the president <>f the Chamber of 
Deputies respectively, of Messrs. Kamitatu, Finant, Kketebi, Mu 
kenge, Mi mho, and Sendwe, respective!' the presidents of the pro 

via il governments of Leopoldville, Stanleyvflfe, Coquilhatvillc. 
Luluabourg, and Bukavu, and the state commissioneT of Katanga. 

I wish to express the hope that the National Round Table will 
once again safeguard national unity and the country's territorial in- 
t«g 11 y, principles that I tirelessly defended long before independ¬ 
ence and during the political Round Table in Brussels. 

Lumumba’* departure from Leopoldville coincided exactly with 
Katav'ubu's return from New- York, where he had succeeded in 
having his delegation to the United Nations officially recognized 

That same night, November 27, several MNC minister* also left 


Leopoldville: Cbe nye, Mpofo. Kashamura, Okito, Mujanay, and 
M'Buy. The fsvo latter ministers got separated from the convoy 
and were murdered in Kasai. Mpolo and Okito were arrested in 
Mushie and transferred to Leopoldville. 

The UN vote in favor of Kasavubu had convinced the MNC 
Laden that the United Nations troops would no longer protect 
them from arrest. As soon as the newt of Lumumba's escape be¬ 
came know n, it created a sensation, and the lackeys of colonialism 
lent Major f’ongo of the Congolese Surete low-altitude reconnais¬ 
sance planes to enable them to follow Lumumba's trail along the 
road » leading through the bush On November 29 there were re 
poets that he was in Kiknif, the bailiwick of the PSA, and had held 
several meetings. 

The can in the convoy were then righted entering Kasai, and 
troops loyal to Colonel Mobutu arrested Lumumba, lie could have 
evarled cafrture, but he refused to abandon his wife, with whom he 
war making this trip to honor the memory of their dead daughter. 
lie sent this lart letter to Pauline Lumumba from prison.* 

LiriTKR TO PAULINK LUMUMBA 

Mv beloved companion, 

I write you these words not knowing whether you will receive 
them, when you svill receive them, jnd whether I will still be alive 
wlrcn you read them. Throughout my struggle for the independ¬ 
ence of mv country, 1 have never doubted for a single instant that 
the sacred cause to which my comrades and 1 have dedicated oui 
entire lives would triumph in the end. But what we wanted for out 
country —its light to an honorable life, to perfect dignity, to inde¬ 
pendence with no restrictions —was never wanted by Belgian co¬ 
lonialism and its Western allits, who found direct and indirect, in 


' 11k letter was pubhhed by the Tunisian weekly' l‘ u " c dfrique. Serge 
Michel, a foalailO: lei Ihr Algerian National Disc ration Front, who was Lil 
mun tu's press attach* daring the Congo crisis, was in Tunis at the time. 
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tentional and unintentional support among certain high officials ol 
the United Nations, that bods in which we placed all our trust 
when we called on it tor help. 

They have corrupted some of our countrymen; they have 
bought others; they have done their part to distort tlie truth and 
defile our independence. What else can I say’ Hut whether dead 
or alive, free or in prison hi order of the colonialists, it is not my 
person that is important. What is important i> the Congo, our poor 
people w’hosc independence lias been turned into a cage, with peo 
pie looking at us from outside the bars, sometimes with duntaldc 
compassion, sometimes with glee and delight. But mv Ijith will re¬ 
main unshakable. I know ami (cel in my vers heart of hearts that 
sooner or later my people will rid themselves of all their enemies, 
foreign ami domestic, that they will rise up as one to say no to the 
shame and degradation of colonialism and regain their dignity in 
the pure light of day. 

Wo arc not alone. Africa, Asia, and the free and liberated peo 
pies in every corner of the globe will cvei remain at Use side of tlx 
millions of Congolese who will not abandon tlie struggle until the 
day when there will lx no more colonizers and no mote of their 
mercenaries in our country. I want my children, whom I leave be 
hind and perhaps will never see again, to lx told that the future of 
the Congo is beautiful and that their country expects them, as it 
expects every Congolese, to fulfill the sacred task of rebuilding our 
independence, our sovereignty, for without justice there is no dig 
nits and without independence there arc no free men 

Neither brutal assaults, nor cruel mistreatment, not torture 
have ever led me to Ixg for mercy, for I prefer to die with my 
head held high, unshakable faith, and the greatest confidence in 
the destiny of my country rather than live in slavery and contempt 
for sacred principles. History will one day have its say; it will not 
be the history taught in the United Nations, Washington. Paris, or 
Brussels, however, but the Imtory taught in the countries that have 
rid themselves of colonialism and its puppets. Africa will write its 


own history, and both north and south of the Sahara it will be a 
history full ol glory and dignity. 

Do not wrep for mv, my companion, I know that my country, 
now suffering so much, will he able to defend its independence and 
its freedom Long live the Congo! long live Africa! 

Patrice 


On December 1, soldiers from Port-France/ui came to anal Lu¬ 
mumba in Bulonga-Mweka and threatened to kill their prisoner, A 
number of people demanded that he be sent to Katanga, but .Veil- 
daka* had strict orders Lumumba was to he brought back to Lao 
pcJdxtlle He arrived there on December : at 5 p.M, 011 an Air 
Congo plane 

Television and newsreel cameramen filmed the hideous scene of 
the prisoners arrix-al at S'Dflli, where they were beaten and »«■ 
vi led Irefore the cameras hy soldiers who were beside themselves 
with rage But there is a serene and proud look on Lumumba^t face 
throughrut these terrible inomrnfi He holds his head high as the 
Mows rain down and there it a look of pity in his eyes as lie gaxei 
into the cruel faces of these wildly excited soldiers on the rampage 

On the afternoon of December 3, he was transferred to Camp 
Hardy in Thytxille under military guard. Mr, Hammarskidld in 
tercedcd and asked Kasaxvbu to ice that the law WOI respected, and 
on December 7 the chief of state replied that the trial would be 
conducted in acccrdartcc with civilized practice. 

On lanuary 4, 1961, Lumumba smuggled out a message to Mr. 
Dayaf to Ire sent to the UN. This n the next to last text of the 
prime minister's that we have. 


• XendiVi «ji a termer collaborator of Lumumba'*, who hid become chief of 
the Congolese S'.rrtf Before the year 1960 «a* out, he «n expelled from the 
MNC. 
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LETTER TO DAYAL 

Thysville, January 4. 1961 

To Mr. Dayal. Special Delegate of the 
Secretary General of the 
United Nations, Leopoldville 
Dear Sir: 

On December 27 of last year, 1 was pleased to receive a visit 
from the Red Cross, which has concerned itself with m> situation 
as well as that of the other members of Parliament who are being 
held here. I reported the inhuman conditions we have been forced 
to endure to the Red Cross. 

Briefly, our situation is this: I am here with .seven oilier mem 
bus of Parliament among them the preudent of the Senate, Mr. 
Okito — a government clerk, ami a chauffeur. Ibcu- m thus ten 
of os in all. We have been confined in damp eelb since December 
2, i960, and have not once been permitted to leave them '11 k 
meals brought to us (twice a day) arc scry bail, often the Only 
thing I eat for three or four day* is ■ banana. I reported this to Ihc 
Red Cross doctor sent to visit me; live colonel lien in llisvsilk 
was present at the time I haw requested that fruit be bought for 
me with my own money, for the food I am given here is bad Al 
though the doctor gave his permission, the military authorities 
keeping me prisoner here have refused to allow this and tell me 
Unit they h ive orders to that effect from the chief of ‘tale. Colonel 
Mobutu. Ihc doctor here at Thysville lias prescribed a short walk 
fur me every evening so that I can get out of ms cell for a little 
while. but the colonel and the district commissioner refuse to al¬ 
low me to do so. The clothes that I have now worn for thirty-five 
days have never been washed, and I am not permitted to wear 
shoes. 

In a word, we are living amid absolutely impossible conditions, 
moreover, they arc against the law. 


What is more, I have received no news of my wife, and do not 
even know where she is I would ordinarily have the light to have 
her visit me, ‘incc the Congolese penal code permits such visits. 

Moreover, the penal code in effect in the Congo expressly Stip¬ 
ulates that the day after the prisoner has been arrested, at the very 
latest, he must be brought before an examining magistrate who is 
to investigate the charges; after having been detained five days, the 
prisoner must be brought before the magistrate again, to determine 
whether he sliould continue to be held undci preventive detention 
or not. Whatever the circumstances, the prisoner is allowed tu have 
an attorney. 

The 'aw regarding pitliminaty hearings provides that the per- 
son under ancst is to Ik- automatically'' released if after five days 
the examining magistrate decides that he should no longer l>c held 
under preventive detention. Plus is also true if the magistrate's first 
decision 1 which in made five days after the arrest) is not upheld 

wiihm .1 |xriod of fifteen days. Since being taken prisoner on tlx 
t'n't of December, we have not been taken before .1 magistrate, not 
have we Ixvn visited by one. No wairant foi our arrest has ever 
been sIkasii iis W< have simply been held prisoner in .1 military 
ramp for thirty four days, m cells ordinarily used for military per¬ 
sonnel being disciplined 

I lie provisions of the law regarding preliminary hearings have 
not been respected. 

Ill provisions of the penal code KtVO not been icvpeclcd 
other llus is a purely arbitrary detention; moreover, we should 
has-c been giantcd parliamentary immunity . 

Ibat is the situation, and I beg you to pass word of it on to 
the sccictaiy general of the United Nations, with my thanks for his 
intervention on my behalf. 

How can peace and older be brought about in the Congo 
when at the very outset the lule of law, human dignity, and in- 
disidua) human lives are nol respected? Until such time as we ate 
brought before a legally constituted tribunal, we are being deprived 
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of the right ever)- citizen enjoys to plead his case before his coun¬ 
try’s tribunals. 

I remain calm and hope that the United Nations will help ex¬ 
tricate us from this situation. 

I am for the reconciliation of all the sons of this nation. 

I am writing you this letter in secret on poor quality paper. 

Yours sincerely. 

P. Lumumba 

While he u vt a prisoner, several journalists tru na$ed to inter 
view Lumumba and record Ins words The exact date of the text 
below cunnof be ascertained, hut in any event it it the prime min 
ister't last spoken message, which the Italia Cant a Company of 
Home recorded and sold under the title of ''Songs of the hide 
famdent Congo and Patrice Lumumba's Last Speech." 

Even after so much suffering, Patrice Lumumba still had a 
Unite serenity and once more tirelessly spoke to hit people of the 
possihililies of real salvation, freedom, and unity 

LUMUMBA’S I AS I RECORDED MESSAGE 

\ly dear compatriots! Citizens of the republic: Greetings! 

I am certain that you will rejoice today to hcai the sou* of a 
man who has vowed never to betray his people 

In good fortune as in bad. I will always be at your side. It is 
with you that I have fought to liberate this country from foreign 
domination. It is with von that I am fighting to consolidate our 
national independence. It is with you that I will fight to safeguard 
the integrity and the national unity of the Republic of the Congo 

We base made a choice, that of serving our country loyallv and 
faithfully. We shall never depart from this path. Freedom is the 
ideal for which, in all times down through the centuries, men have 
fought and died. 'Hie Congo could not fail to experience this truth. 
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and it is thanks to our heroic and glorious struggle that we have 
valiantly won our independence and our dignity as free men. 

We were bom to live in freedom, not in slavery as we did for 
eighty years. Eighty years of oppression, humiliation, and exploita¬ 
tion. Eighty years during which the inhabitants of this country 
were arbitrarily robbed of the enjoyment of their most sacred 
rights. It was in order to put an end to this disgrace of the twen¬ 
tieth century that colonialism represents and in order to allow the 
Congolese people to govern themselves and manage the affairs of 
their country themselves that we fought a decisive battle against 
the* usurpers of our rights. 

History has proved that independence is never handed a people 
on a silver platter. It must be wrested away. But in order to wrest 
a» jv our independence, we were obliged to organize and mobilize 
all the living forces of the country. The Congolese answered 0111 
appeal and it was thanks to this pooling of our energies that sve 
were able to deal decadent colonialism a mortal blow. 

Since the forces of liberation always win out over that of oppres 
sion. we emerged victorious. All peoples have had to fight for their 
freedom. This was the ease foi the nationalists who headed the 
French, Belgian, Russian, and other revolutions. . . . 

The former colonies of America were liberated in this way. I re¬ 
mind you here of the Declaration of Independence adopted by the 

1 «fn d < t the 1 ntted Stsft 1 In 1766 |m< . wim h y .»: nm.i Mi. 

overthrow of the colonial regime, the united colonies’ liberation 
from the British yoke, and their transformation into a free and in¬ 
dependent state. I he Congolese nationalists have thus merely fol¬ 
lowed in the footsteps of the French, Belgian, American, Russian, 
and other nationalists We have chosen only one weapon for our 
struggle: nonviolence. The only weapon that would bring victory 
in dignity and honor. Our watchword during the liberation cam¬ 
paign was always the immediate and total independence of the 
Congo. 
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We have never allowed ourselves to show hatred or hostility to¬ 
ward the former occupiers. We have fought the regime and not in 
dividual persons. We arc well aware, moreover, that nothing las: 
mg is ever built in hatred and bitterness. Our one political program 
has always been the Congo for the Congolese. Congolese affairs in 
the hands of the Congolese, aided by technicians willing to sene 
the country, whatever their nationality. 

As a member ol the great human family, the independent Congo 
must not isolate herself. 

No country in the world, moreover, can live without the help of 
others. For us racism and tribalism must be fought beams, they 
constitute an obstacle to the establishment of harmonious relations 
and lies between men and between nations 

By attaining our independence and taking our countiv's atfairs 
into our own hands, we have never intended to expel the Euro 
perns who have settled among us or seize their property. Quite the 
contrary, we base always believed that they would adapt to the new 
realities and bring the young state the benefit of their experience 
in tlu- field of commercial, industrial, technical, and scientific cn 
dcuvor. 

My government has solemnly pledged that it would guarantee 
the safety of flic person ami property of foreigners. 

The companies that arc indispensable to the economy of this 
country must function normally and enjoy greater security. Out 
political Independence will not benefit the inhabitants of tins conn 
try if it is not accompanied by rapid social and economic develop 
merit. We have rejected the policy of domination and chosen that 
of cooperation and collaboration on an equal footing, with mutual 
respect for the sovereignty of each state. 

We have also chosen the policy of positive neutralism, and in 
pursuit of this positive neutralism we intend to maintain friendly 
relations with all nations that respect our sovereignty and our dig 
nity without meddling in our affairs in any wav. 


We are against the policy of power blocs, which we believe arc 
harmful to the cause- of peace in the world and interfere with the 
strengthening of tics of friendship between peoples. 

The powers that are fighting us or fighting my government, un¬ 
der the fake pretense that they aie fighting communism, are in 
fact concealing their real intentions. ’Iliesc European powers favor 
only those African leaders who arc tied to their apron strings and 
deceive their people Certain of these powers conceive of their 
presence in the Congo 01 in Africa only as a chance lo exploit 
then rich icsoucces to the maximum by conniving with certain cor 
1 opted leaders. 

fhi* policy of corruption whereby every incorruptible leader is 
called procomnumist and every leader who is a traitor to his coun 
try pro Western must be lought. 

We don't want to tag along with any bloc. If we aren't careful, 
we will risk falling into a neocolonialism that would be as danger 
om as the colonialism that we buried Iasi June ?0. The imperialist*’ 
strategy is to maintain Die colonul system in the Congo and sun 
plv change the east, as in a stage play, that is to say, replace the 
Belgian colonialists with ncocokmialists who can he easily manip 
dated. 

Tlut is what the imperialists would have us do to obtain their 
blessing and thcii support. 

As I lave always said, I am vers much in favor of Belgian, Amci 
Kan. French, German, Swiss. Canadian, Italian. 01 other private 
companies setting up here to do business. But what I will always 
violently oppose is dishonest machinations to corrupt and divide ns. 

We arc Africans and wish to remain so. We have our philoso¬ 
phy. our customs, our tiaditions, which arc as noble as those of 
other nations. 

To abandon them merely to embrace those of other peoples 
would be to depersonalize ourselves. Our objective, that of every 
Congolese patriot who truly loves his country, must be to unite and 
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build our nation through mutual understanding and national har¬ 
mony. 

Our immediate program must be to exploit the ncbcs of our 
country through a common effort and thus create a national econ¬ 
omy that will permit us to rapidly improve the standard of living of 
all our citizens 

Wc arc determined to contribute to the liberation of Africa, the 
land of our forefathers, through our union and our solidarity 

Our wish, that of all nun and women of this country, is to bring 
abuut the reign of peace and order that each of u. needs in order 
lo live happy lives anil truly nap the fruits of independence. 

If the Congolese united before independence in order lo combat 
fire colonialist oppressor, it is their duty todav to unite in order to 
stand up to the enemies of this independence. Our salvation Ires in 
unity and work No single |K'SOn has sufficient strength to build 
Ibis great Congo all by himself 

l ire enemies of our country are eyeing us l ire whole world is 
watching us. Wc must save the honor and the reputation of our 
valiant people without delay. Wc did not demand our independ¬ 
ence to fight with each other and kill each other, but solely to build 
OUr nation in unity, discipline, .iikI respect for all. 

Dial is why, dear compatriots and comrades in the struggle. I 
call Upon you in a spirit of (Motherhood to put m end to fratricidal 
wars, internal and mtcrlnh.il quarrels, the rivalries between individ 
nals and between brothers. Our children will judge us hatshlv if 
out of blind hccdlcssncw wc do not thwart the maneuvers to profit 
from this dissension and sabotage our national independence and 
slow down the economic and social development of our state. 

Many nations are ready to help us, but in order for this aid to be 
effective, we must first restore order in the country and create fa¬ 
vorable conditions for this cooperation. 

Such is the message of a man who has fought at vour side so that 
this country may go ever forward and effectively play its role as the 
standard-bearer of African liberation. 
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Onward, men and women citizens, to the building of a united, 
proud, and prosperous Congo. 

A radiant future is dawning on our horizon. 

Long live flic indcpcndcnl and sovereign Republic of the Congol 

On January S. 1961, the civil authorities of Thysvilk were hoping 
to transfer Lumumba to another location, for they were afraid of 
the influence he war having on the soldiers in the camp 

On the thirteenth the soldiers did in fact rebel, and the situation 
wa* so confuted that Kasavubu, Horn boko. Nendaka, and Mobutu 
rushed to Thysville, for there had been a rumor that the prime min¬ 
ister hod been freed and was returning to Leopoldville. All the pris¬ 
oners' cells had been unlocked by the soldiers, but Lumumba was 
the only one who refused to flee, for he suspected , 1 trap. And he 
»•« ngfit lo do so. for European agents, adopting a aucl trick that 
hast taken many innocent fives in Algeria, had set things up so that 
there would be an "attempted escape" during which Lumumba 
HOts/d Ire shot. Hut Lumumba’s avoidance of this trap merely post¬ 
poned his final ordeal. 

lie had escaped death rminy times; he had confronted hostile 
groups all by himself mice July u/o. His sheer physical courage 
amazed all observers. On fwo Occasion* Daluba soldiers who were 
determined to kill him had been swayed by the fiery spirit and the 
eloquent words of this tall, thin, fascinating black man 

During October and November i960 he had left his residence 
several timer and toured the immense Mack section of Leopoldville 
in a tar. itopfnng to address the crowds, even though lie knew that 
most of them were Bakongor. Ills daring wo* beyond Irelief . and a 
wit of legend that he was invulnerable had sprung up among the 
people. But this war only a legend, and by murdering him shortly 
thereafter the Ketangese mercenaries thought they had put an end 
to it. 

On January 14. rumors spread in Leopoldville that Lumumbists 
were planning to attack the city. On the sixteenth a plan to tram- 







ASSASSINATION 

let the prisoner to Bakwanga was discussed by the College of Com¬ 
missioners, and another to transfer him to Brazzaville, but F. You 
loo refused. 

Everyone knew that the prisoners arrival in Bakwanga would 
result in hideous torture scenes. They would undergo the same fate 
as the MNC leaders who were later to be murdered on February 
13, 1961. The massacres of Bakwanga haunted everyone — acts of 
sheer savagery, which the South Kasai authorities called "tribal 
justice." 

On fanuary 17, a representative of the Congolese StireM came to 
the camp and told Lumumba, Okito, and Mpolo that a coup d'etat 
Was about to take place in Leopoldville and offered to escort them 
back tv the city to take power Lumumba was still convinced that 
he would come out on top in the political crisis, and according to 
the UN report he agreed to leave Thytville and go to the airfield at 
l.ukala, where "he was apparently put on a small plane belonging 
to the Belgian company Air-Broum." The plane landed at Moanda, 
and if was only then that the prisoners realized that they were in 
the hands of their enemies. 

They were beaten and reviled, and then put on * DC 4 belong 
ing to the Air Congo Company, with a Belgian as pilot. The latter 
declared that the prison*/* were tied together and beaten aII during 
the flight from Moanda to FMsabethvilU They were beaten so sc 
verely in fact that "the Belgian crew became so nauseated that they 
locked themselves in the cockfrit." 

Their arrival in F.lisabctliville was even more gruesome Wif 
nesses testified that countless blows rained down on the prisoners 
the moment they were taken off the plane and that they were 
thrown into a Katangtse army jeep surrounded by a large police de 
tail led by Belgian officers. 

I'shvmbe confessed to Mr. Berendsen that in the end he gave 
the Leopoldville authorities who wanted to get rid of these bother 
some prisoners his permission to do so. Certain Pilates thus washed 
their hands of the whole affair. 
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Ar on July 12, 1960, Munongo, the Katangtse minister of the in- 
tenor, a sinister figure, was at the airport. At that lime he had re- 
fuicd Kasandm and Lumumba permission to land. And now he 
wat about to cynically win a personal victory, and end the extraor¬ 
dinary life of the Congolese leader who was the very symbol of gen 
uine African revolution and the death throes of imperialism. 

I he true kr. jeeps, and armored car* left the Luano airport im- 
mediately, eluding the UN patrols, and disappeared in the darkness. 

Belgian officers and Katangete soldiers then executed Mpolo and 
Ohio in an isolated house under construction a few nii/es from the 
airport As hit comrades fell to their knees and prayed to Cod, Pa 
trsce Lumumba remained on hit feet, heroically gazing into the 
*>vt of the unspeakable brute who was to pierce him with his bay 
onct before a hail of bullets killed hint. 

the prime mini,ter of the first government of the Republic of 
the Congo was dead 

Ihc entire weald was shaken hy this assassination. Mil tom of 
people throughout the Afro Asiatic world, Europe, and America 
cried out in indignation. 

Ihe African nusm wept for this young man who embodied the 
hop. t of the Block World and was the living symbol of the free¬ 
dom of the oppressed. 

Ihe text, of Patih, Lumumba's that we have gathered together 
here will hopefully play their part m perpetuating the memory of 
this militant, the prophet of ricgntudc. whose example will inspire 
the African and Congolese revolution. 

Ikan Van Lieude 



